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INDUSTRY EVENT

From Forest to Framework

A one-day forum looks to unlock opportunities in regional timber.

TIMBER Queensland, in
collaboration with the
Department of Primary
Industries, is hosting a major
regional forum in Roma.

The one-day event,
From Forest to Framework:
Unlocking Timber Value in the
Darling Downs and South-
West Queensland, will unpack
opportunities emerging from
the Queensland Future Timber
Plan, highlight innovations
in forest products, and
explore how the cypress and
hardwood industries can
better align timber supply with
growing market demand in
construction, bioeconomy and
infrastructure.

“The cypress and
hardwood industries are often
the lifeblood of jobs in small
regional towns producing the
products that help to put a
roof over the heads of people
across the rest of the State,”
said Timber Queensland CEO
Mick Stephens.

“They produce timber
required for decking, fooring,
cladding, joists and structural
beams and posts, as well as
for furniture and cabinetry.

“This event is about

DELIVERING Queensland
FOR QUEENSLAND Government

QT IMBER
QUEENSLIND

FROM FOREST TO FRAMEWORK:

UNLOCKING TIMBERVALUE IN THE DARLING

DOWNS &SOUTH-WEST QUEENSLAND

Join industry leaders, researchers, and regionnl'staknhulders for a dynamic one-day forum exploring the future of
timber across the Darling Downs & South-West Queensland. This eventwill unpack the opportunities emerging
from the Queensland Future Timber Plan, showcase innovations in forest products, and connectsupply with

demand across the construction and bioeconomy sectors.

a‘ .;
) maranoa

offcers, planners
and regional
development
agencies involved
in forestry,
infrastructure and
land-use planning
who are seeking
to understand
the industry’s
emerging
innovation agenda.
“This is arare
opportunity for
the full value chain

The event is also supported by the Queensland Government and Maranoa Regional Council.

Image: supplied

— from growers

driving new ideas and
partnerships to strengthen
the long-term resilience and
competitiveness of these
sectors,” he added.

Industry leaders,
researchers and government
representatives will share
insights on sustainable
timber supply, new product
development, bioeconomy
opportunities such as biofuels
and feedstock expansion, and
major infrastructure projects
that are shaping future timber
logistics across southern and
western Queensland.

The forum is designed

ure, Preserve Timber

MicroPro®
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for sawmillers, forestry
contractors, harvesters and
timber processors seeking to
expand markets and explore
new product opportunities;
cypress and hardwood
producers wanting the latest
policy and market updates;
private forest owners, graziers
and mixed-use landholders
interested in integrating
timber as a secondary
income; and builders,
developers, architects and
engineers working to increase
the use of sustainable timber
in construction.

It will also beneft local
and state government

and processors to
builders and policy
makers — to engage directly
on how to modernise and
expand Queensland's cypress
and hardwood industries in
the Darling Downs and South-
West Queensland,” Stephens
said.

REGISTER TODAY!

DATE: Thursday 20
November

TIME: 9.00am - 1.00pm
(AEST). Includes lunch and
networking

LOCATION: White Bull Tavern,
43 Station Street, Roma
BOOKING: click here to
register attendance

Choose a timber preservative
that is suitable for use in all of
your project applications.

* Vegetable Gardens

» Decking

+ Garden Retaining Walls
* Playground Equipment

* Landscaping in Schools

www.kopperspc.com.au
1800 088 809




INDUSTRY NEWS

Responsible Wood calls for industry readiness

AFTER an initial one-

year postponement from
December 2024, the
European Commission
recent announced that the
implementation date for the
EU Deforestation Regulation
(EUDR) has returned to

30 December 2025. This
highlights the importance
of timely preparation for
forest product exporters,
says Responsible Wood, the
national governing body in
Australia and New Zealand

for certifcation scheme PEFC

International.

“The reinstatement of the
2025 implementation date
highlights the importance of
proactive preparation for all
exporters,” said Responsible
Wood CEO, Simon Dorries.

In September, the

Commission proposed
another 12-month delay to

2026 to allow RS s =
more time for
preparation. That
decision has now
been reversed, with
a six-month grace
period for checks
and enforcement
introduced

to support a
smoother phase-in.

The latest The EUDR legislation is designed to prevent deforestation such
s : as this caused by illegal timber harvesting in Brazil. Image: CC,
rev_|5|on_ introduces OperagdoHymenaea, photo by Felipe Werneck: Ascom/Ibama
a simplifed

to the EU will be
required.

With further
clarifcation
expected from
the Commission,
both DAFF and
Responsible Wood
have committed
to staying
engaged with the
implementation
process and
keeping the

process for micro

and small primary operators
in low-risk countries. As of
the implementation date,
these smaller operators will
only be required to submit

a one-off declaration in the
EU's IT system, replacing the
need for regular updates and
submissions.

for smaller operators are
welcome, it's crucial that
businesses review their
supply chains and compliance
systems now to meet EU
expectations,” Dorries said.

Other adjustments include
streamlined due diligence
for downstream operators
and traders within the EU.
Going forward, only a single
statement at the point of entry

“While the grace period
and simplifed requirements

6o
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timber industry
informed as new details and
requirements emerge.

For more on Responsible
Wood's EUDR work, especially
as it affects members and
certifcation holders, follow
the links from their homepage
(click here).

To read the DAFF

summaries on EUDR,
click here.

Formply manufactured at AUSWOOD is engineered with special cushion veneer and plywood lamination, offering superior

resistance to moisture, hardness, and smoothness. This makes it ideal for repeat use in formply solutions for concrete

formwork. We can supply anywhere across Australia, and we distribute products from Sydney, Melbourne,

Brishane and Perth. Our Formply range guarantees durability, high-quality finishes and versatility, supported by

sustainable materials and benchmark certification, catering to industrial and commercial needs.
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Cost Efficiency
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Gender equality webinar

WHILE the timber
sector is streets
ahead of some
others on gender
equality, there

is still room for
improvement.
Accordingly,
Forestry Australia,
in partnership
with ForestWorks,
is running an
upcoming webinar:
The 10 Gender
Dynamics Still
Holding Women

\L b 4

Corporation
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Forestry has superior results to many mdustnes on delivering
results for women, but can still improve. Forestry Corporation’s
Kirrily Oliver, chose work as a Harvesting Supervisor at Bathurst
after nearly 20 years in offices. Image: courtesy Forestry

and reduce bias
in their teams.
Participants will
leave with the

and strategies to
turn awareness
into action.

This webinar
is part of the
Mentoring
Program for
Women in the
Forestry and
Timber Industries
Program, made

Back — and How to
Navigate Them.

Global gender equality
strategist and author
Michelle Redfern will lead this
interactive webinar, based on
the Leaders’ Guide to Gender
Dynamics.

You'll learn about the 10
most common barriers still

holding women back — from
the motherhood penalty

to pay inequity — and how
these dynamics play out in
workplaces.

Redfern will share practical
tools for women to navigate
these challenges and clear
guidance for managers on
how to identify, interrupt,

Australian
B Forest
Y ‘ Products

Association

AFPA THE
LEADING _
VOICE FOR®
AUSTRALIA’
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possible through
the Australian Government's
Forestry Workforce Training
Program (FWTP).

Everyone who registers
will receive a link and joining
instructions 24 hours before

the webinar commences, plus

a recording of the webinar.

REGISTER TODAY!

DATE: Tuesday 25 November

TIME: 1.00pm - 2.00pm
(AEDT)

COST: + Forestry Australia
Member: $10; Non-Member:
$60; Forestry Australia
Student Member: Free;
Mentoring Program for
Women in the Forestry and
Timber Industries Program:
Free

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE:
10:00am, 24 November

CLICK HERE to register

clarity, confdence,

Dear Editor

AFCA

Australian Forest Contractors Association

THE Australian Forest
Contractors Association
(AFCA) runs regular
Sponsor Series webinars
that give members

direct access to trusted
suppliers, industry insights
and practical solutions
that drive operational
success.

On Thursday 13
November, at 12.30 pm
AEDT, the next webinar will
talk all things commercial
and risk business
solutions with Capricorn
and hear how forest
services business benefit
from being Capricorn
members — gaining
access to preferred
suppliers, enjoying no sign-
up fees, and simplifying
supplier invoices in one
monthly statement.

Usually $30 for non-
AFCA members to
attend, AFCA are inviting
Timber & Forestry ENews
subscribers to join for free.

To register, click here.

SOMETHING
TO SAY?

Send media releases, news
stories, events, any timber
and forestry news related
information anytime to
Donyale, Jess or Nicky -

editors@timberandforestryenews.com

& FORESTRY(Z_J1IEWS
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STT’s Annual Report

Sustainable Timber Tasmania’s 2025 report shows strong performance.

SUSTAINABLE Timber
Tasmania (STT) has just
tabled its 2024—2025 Annual
Report in the Tasmanian
Parliament. Acting CEO

Greg Hickey said the report
reaffrms the organisation’s
long-term commitment

to sustainably engaging
Tasmania’s public production
forests and supporting the
communities and industries
that depend on them.

Hickey said highlights
included “the harvesting of
1.2 million tonnes of product
for processing in Tasmania,
including 138,000 cubic
metres of eucalypt sawlogs
and 6,859 cubic metres of
special species timber in
support of the industry.

“In 2024—2025, we also
sowed 100 million locally
sourced native seeds as part
of our regeneration program
and achieved a 99.5%
regeneration success rate

C

STT HAS NOW

OPERATED

PROFITABLY FOR
EIGHT CONSECUTIVE
YEARS

Enabling

sustainability

for the next
generation...

Click to

learn more.

across assessed areas.”

The report shows that
harvesting operations
occurred on less then 1% of
the land managed by STT
and that 37,000ha were
surveyed for eagle nest
identifcation and protection
as part of operations.

“Sustainable Timber
Tasmania has now
operated proftably for
eight consecutive years. In
2024—2025, we recorded
a total comprehensive
income of $4.8 million, and
a net proft after tax of $5.8
million,” said Hickey.

“We paid $109 million to
544 Tasmanian businesses
and over $45 million to our
harvesting and haulage
contractors, continuing our
strong support for regional
economies.”

In addition to harvesting,
STT sites delivered for
recreational uses, local
tourism, apiarists — with 249
apiary sites helping to deliver
honey production in Tasmania,
and local communities who
beneft from the more than
10,000km of roads built and
maintained by STT as well

I

responsiblewood.org.au

STT foresters not only provide jobs and carbon-
storing building materials, their work also helps bees,

recreation and carbon storage. Photo: courtesy STT

“In 2024-2025,
Sustainable
Timber Tasmania
led or participated
in 31 research
projects valued
at $14.2 million,
in collaboration
with 25 national
partners and
nearly 100
researchers
across Australia,’
he said.

“These projects
are helping to
improve forest
practices, product
development,
climate adaptation
and ecosystem
resilience —
shaping the future
of Tasmania’s
forests and the

as frefghting services, with
57 responses managed by
STT, 123 escalated to other
agencies and more than 500
detections.

Hickey noted that STT has
been very active in research
that shows the value of
forestry, both as an enterprise
and as carbon storage.

industry that
supports them.

“Our carbon mandate
delivered tangible benefts,
with four carbon projects
covering 2,000 hectares and
generating 26,496 carbon
credits.”

To download the report,
click here.

Every certified timber
product carries the story
of a healthy forest.

Look for the PEFC and

. Responsible Wood labels.

Responsible
RW/1-10-1 WOOd

www.timberandforestryenews.com
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New methods show koalas thriving

CSIRO’s National Koala Monitoring Program shows the real
numbers to be multiple times those assumed.

IT'S the foundational belief
of the Great Koala National
Park: koalas in NSW were
declared endangered by
the NSW Independent
Scientifc Committee and
the Australian Government
in 2022. To prevent them
from going extinct by 2050,
the Government decided to
establish a National Park for
their protection.

Now, new fgures from
the CSIRO’s National Koala
Monitoring Program (NKMP)
suggests there may have
been dramatic undercounts
of koala populations in
Australia — particularly in NSW
(click here for the report).
A new population estimate
of 398,000—569,000 koalas
across the Queensland/
New South Wales/ACT ‘listed
population’ range suggests
their numbers are signifcantly
more robust than previously
assumed.

Only 92,184 koalas in
were assumed in the listed
population range in 2022.
The fgure caused a dramatic
political response, including
promises for a Great Koala
National Park (GKNP). It
was arrived at from expert
estimates, but it was not
verifed.

One of the political
responses was the NSW Koala
Strategy, prepared by the NSW
Department of Planning and
Environment and released
in 2022, which based its
assumptions on a conservative
population estimate of 20,000
koalas in New South Wales in
2020. (Elsewhere in the same
report it assumes a population
of 30,000). Given the current
data, it is clear these were
woeful undercounts.

The NKMP was set up
to both count koalas more

%

Modelling from the NKMP that shows the low, median and high estimates of
koala numbers across the listed population range: all higher than previously

thought. Image: supplied

accurately and build better
models from those counts.

The frst NKMP estimate for
the listed population range in
2023 was 117,050—244,440. In
2024 it was 95,000—238,000.

This year, new data
collection models were put
in place, including a network
of NKMP monitoring sites
with priority monitoring
sites selected. Koala
surveys were conducted at
1148 sites, covering a total
transect distance of 2102km.
Information was also collected
on the location and abundance
of 81 non-koala species,
including 196 sightings of the
endangered greater glider.

Enews issue 854 covered
one data collection method
that utilised drones with
thermal imaging: the drones
are small enough to move into
the canopy of the forest and
provide visual confrmation.

n TIMBER & FORESTRY eNEWS // ISSUE 875 // 6 November, 2025

Others included recordings
of male koala bellows and
citizen science efforts via the
Koala Spotter app, though
these spottings are weighted
downwards in case single
koalas are being seen by
multiple spotters.

All of these sightings were
put into models that are better
at incorporating and analysing
data to arrive at the new
population estimates.

While new data collection
methods combined with a
more-than-doubling in the
count might raise eyebrows,
the newer fgures are
signifcantly more robust,
being based on more effective
sighting methods and more
comprehensive modelling that
refects real-world conditions.

Some press coverage
has described this as koala
populations more than
doubling in 12 months. This

is a misunderstanding: the
populations have almost
certainly been larger than
believed this whole time.
Although numbers did decline
over Black Summer and have
defnitely improved since, it is
very unlikely there has been a
430—610% population increase
in under six years.

The NKMP report also
says that koalas are more
continuously distributed
through some of the forested
areas of the Great Dividing
Range than previously thought.

The release of the fgures
comes some fve months
behind schedule, which the
more cynical among us might
suggest is very handy for the
Minns Government, as the
numbers could have raised
some very awkward questions
about the destruction of
the Mid-North Coast timber
industry under the maximalist
GKNP the government
announced in September.

Nationals Member for
Oxley, Michael Kemp, said
what is now clear is that koala
populations have been under-
reported for decades.

“From fewer than 240,000
to over half a million in just one
year. How is that considered
extinction?” he asked. “It's time
the government faced the
facts and stopped using fear to
justify bad policy.

“This is data from the
largest and most sophisticated
koala monitoring program in
the nation and yet Premier
Minns and Minister Sharpe are
choosing to let environmental
ideology guide their decisions.”

On the cover: New, more accurate,
counting methods show the koala

is not as at risk as we had been led
to believe. Image: Shutterstock/
Mohamed Elnahes




CALENDAR OF EVENTS 202572026

NOVEMBER

4 - 13: TTIA member
meetings — various
locations.

4 -7 Tasmanig;

11 — Mt Gambier;

13 — Melbourne. Contact
Judith by email — ttia@ttia.
asn.au if you would like to
attend.

5: WoodSolutions Webinar
— ONLINE. 11.00am —
12:00pm (AEDT). Biophilic
design is no longer just a
trend - it's shaping the future
of how we build and work.
Discover the results of a
groundbreaking Sumitomo
Forestry Australia study that
measured stress levels in
offce workers surrounded
by timber. The fndings?
Signifcantly lower stress,
proving the measurable
benefts of biophilic design.
More information email:
info@woodsolutions.com.au
Click here to join.

6: Tector Aps Webinar -

ONLINE. 11.00pm - (AEDT).

Guest speaker, Nick Lawson,
a recognised leader in
timber engineering and
construction in Australia,
with hands-on experience

in landmark projects and a
practical eye for data-driven
solutions that improve long-

A CUT ABOVE...

Do you crosscut timber packs at £1mm accuracy?
Or cut structural timber, panel products

(MDF & LVL), paper rolls?

Or produce pallet dimensions or studs on fixed lengths?

HOLTEC has a solution for you!

Our scope of supply:

* Mobile and stationary chainsaws
e Timber crosscut stations

e Log cutting stations

e Circular saws

term building performance.
Nick is a regular keynote
speaker at Wood Solutions
International and prefabAUS
and a committee member
of the International Mass
Timber Conference, he'll

be joining Tector ApS live

to share: * Lessons from
landmark Australian projects
e Common risks at the
construction and in-service
stages

» Why data-driven monitoring
is becoming essential.

Click here to register.

13: AFCA Capricorn Mutual
Webinar — ONLINE. 1:30pm
— 3:00pm (AEDT). FREE for
T&FN subscribers. Click here
to join.

19: Webinar — ONLINE.
1:30pm — 3:00pm (AEDT).
Navigating Australia’s illegal
logging laws - For Importers
and Processors. Click here
to join.

25: Gender Equality
Webinar — ONLINE. 1:00pm
— 2:00pm (AEDT). The 10
Gender dynamics still holding
women back — and how to
navigate them. Click here to
join.

DECEMBER

2-4: FSC Forest
Management Expert Course
— Bali, Indonesia. The course

e Mechanisation

e Sorting lines

e Scanning and
optimising systems

e Special systems

gives you the mindset and
knowledge of an FSC auditor.
Join the ASl-accredited
Forest Management (FM)
course to meet formal
training requirements and
gain valuable insight into the
FSC FM system. For more
information and to register,
click here.

2026

MARCH 23-24: SAVE THE
DATE: DANA — 2026 Special
event. Global Natural Capital
Investment Conference

— Melbourne. Topic: Why
Oceania so popular with
investors.

25: Conference Field Trip —
Perth, WA. Follows on from
the 'Global Natural Capital
Investment Conference' in
Melbourne. More information
and special early bird rates to
come soon for both events.

MAY 17-19: SAVE THE
DATE: Professional
Woodworking Expo — NEC,
Birmingham, UK. Dedicated
event for woodworking
professionals, the
Professional Woodworking
Expo is the essential
platform for joinery and
installation businesses. For
more information, contact
Jess Hardisty: jess.hardisty@
montgomerygroup.com

MAY 20-21: SAVE THE
DATE: 5th International
Forest Business
Conference — Sheraton
Sopot Hotel, Poland. A
two-day conference on
megatrends that shape
responsible forest and wood
industry investments. The
conference aims to bring
together leading timberland
investment management
organizations, investors
interested in forestry asset
class and sustainable wood
industry representatives

in order to exchange and
share experiences and ideas
about new forest business
frontiers. Register at www.
fba-events.com or contact
rafal@forest-analytics.com

JUNE 9-11: SAVE THE
DATE: Woodex Trade
Exhibition — Gallagher
Convention Centre,
Johannesburg, South
Africa. Africa’s premier
trade exhibition for timber,
woodworking machinery,
tools, and forestry. WoodEX
for Africa has evolved into
a true international event,
consistently attracting
visitors and exhibitors from
more than 20 countries. Visit
www.woodexforafrica.com
for more information.

Ph: +64 9 416 8294 // Fax:+64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org // Web: www.holtec.org

www.timberandforestryenews.com



GNKP IMPACTS

Uncertainty stifles planning

Enews spoke with sawmill worker Dion Durrington and a member of a
mill management team about the confusion of the GKNP plan.

OF all the
stresses caused
by the Minns
Government’s
announcement
of the Great
Koala National
Park (GKNP),

the uncertainty
and lack of clear
communication
from any part of
government have
been the hardest
for those affected.

Businesses
thrive on certainty.
Knowing that a
price is agreed
on, an order
committed to, an
order being supplied: these
are the things that oil the
wheels of commerce and
keep owners and workers
happy.

But instead of certainty,
the NSW Government has
offered a short transition
timeline, ignored previous
consultation around the
impacts of the park, changed
its offer several times and
left local businesses and
councils to pick up the pieces.
All while demanding secrecy
from those affected by this
ineptitude.

Enews spoke with a local
mill worker who has no idea if
he will have a job by the end
of this month and a member
of the senior management
team for one of the affected
mills. Neither are able to name

IT'S NOT JUST
THE MILL

THAT'S GOING
TO SUFFER

1/ Dion Durrington’s parents John

and Pat celebrating a recent wedding
anniversary.

2/ Dion Durrington (far right) with
his family.

3/ Dion and wife Leisha with her
mother Colleen, who lives near them.
All photos: supplied

their workplaces thanks to the
non-disclosure agreements
the NSW Government is
insisting on, but we are
confdent of their credentials
and both are well positioned
to speak on the issues — and
their disappointment with
the Minns Government’s
treatment of timber
businesses and workers.

WORKER WORRIES

For Dion Durrington, a
maintenance ftter/electrician
at one of the timber mills
affected by the GKNP
harvesting moratorium, it's not
been a good six weeks.

“We knew there was
announcement coming,” he
says, “but we all thought
it would be for one of the
smaller park options. And
then it was the biggest option

n TIMBER & FORESTRY eNEWS // ISSUE 875 // 6 November, 2025

possible and all our timber
allocation was just gone.

| think the company was
blindsided.”

Durrington was out
celebrating Fathers Day when
the news broke and didn't
hear about it till much later
in the day. “l had a missed
call from Alison in the union
[Alison Rudman NSW TFTU
secretary], and she informed
me, then at work the next day,
the site manager was there
trying to explain, but he had
barely any more facts than we
did”

Over coming days it was
pieced together that the
NSW Government proposed
a 10-week transition period
during which it would

fnalise compensation and
redundancy packages where
appropriate.

For Durrington and his
colleagues, it has become
increasingly clear that jobs
will be lost, they simply don't
know where yet.

“Effectively, we've been told
that one of the two sites at
which our business operates
won't keep going,” he says.
“The bosses came around
and pretty much told us that
one of us is going to shut,
they don't know who, and
they won't be updating us
until they know what they're
doing themselves. So after
that meeting, everyone was

ContP9
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FromP 8

just going, ‘Well, what the
heck’s going on now?' We
were probably worse off after
that meeting what we were
before.”

Durrington lives in
Waterview Heights, a short
distance north of Grafton,
but he’s not confdent about
fnding a new role if his job
disappears.

“There’s not a lot going in
Grafton,” he says. “I might be
able to get some electrical
work, but even there a
lot of the companies will
be affected by the GKNP
closures. | was working
with the man who runs the
engineering frm down the
road today and he was saying
they've been limiting their
expansion plans for years
now because they knew this
decision was coming.

“Now it's been announced,
| asked him ‘What sort of
compensation are you going

accoya Q) | werives e

The annual Grafton Jacaranda Festival does bring some tourists in, but
tourism is an additional benefit, not a main source of local jobs. Image: CC

Wikimedia Commons/Sheba_Also

to get? and he said none at
this point. The mills are a
really big part of his business
and if we go, he might have to
shut down.”

Multiple local businesses
are in the line of fre if the
mill goes: logging companies
and contractors, haulage
frms, contractors who work
on the mill's mechanics and
electrics, and then those a

step removed — accountants,
local lunch places, workwear
suppliers.

“It's not just the mill that's
going to suffer Durrington
says. “It's not what they're
saying about just needing to
fnd new jobs for the timber
workers, there will be multiple
businesses gone.”

Most of his colleagues are
aged from 3050, but the idea

p—

A\

they can pack up and move
for work is fanciful for many.

“All but two of the blokes
have mortgages, a lot have
kids still at school. My kids are
grown but my wife works in
the kitchen at a local nursing
home, plus we both have aged
parents in the area who need
a lot of care and the family
has to provide that. It's not like
we can move anywhere else;’
says Durrington.

As for retraining into local
jobs, he can't see where they
will be: “They've just fnished
building another nursing
home, but most of the timber
workers can't go into nursing.
There's a development being
built down in Yamba, none
of the blokes are qualifed
builders or carpenters. They
might be lucky and get
labouring work, but most of
that is subcontracted out to
other companies, and it's no
replacement for a secure,
permanent job.”

Cont P 10
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Proposed Great Koala National Park

@ Grafton
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Proposed Great Koala National Park (GKNP)
Existing national park estate to be included in GKNP Q

Other national park estate
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1/ The extent of the GKNP in the region.

2/ The area in the purple box is the region of the
GKNP, note how much state forest (marked in dark
green) will be lost to the park. Images: supplied
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Questioned about the tourism
jobs the government has said will
be available for workers laid off
from the timber sector, Durrington
is polite but sceptical.

“There is a bit of tourism, but it
doesn't keep the town going,” he
says.

“Right now, it's the Jacaranda
Festival: that and the July racing
carnival are probably the two
biggest things, and people will
come to the beaches around the
area, but we're not a real big tourist
area.

“The people that fy into Australia
to see koalas, they're not going
to trudge around the bush all day,
and hopefully see a koala in a tree.
They're going to the zoos where
they can cuddle a koala. We've lived
in our house for 30 years and we've
seen one in the house paddock. |
don't think any of that sort of stuff

of NSW: NSW DPI; NSW Spatial Services:
D

Projection: GDA 1994 New South Wales Lamber

More i ion: Dr A nSW.Qov.au)
nIps:/www.dpl nsw.gov.
e of NSW, Depa of Primary Industries and Regi D
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is going to help us here.”

Meanwhile, months of not
knowing what the future holds are
starting to wear on everyone. “I'm
a delegate to the TFTU and the
others have been asking me a lot of
guestions and | don't have a lot of
answers,” says Durrington. “Alison
and Luke from the union have only
been able to get frm commitments
from the government on a bit more,
but for a lot of things, we just don't
know.”

Currently, they expect that either
their mill or the other one owned by
their employers will be shut down
completely, but it is possible that
both will be closed, or there may be
partial workloads for one or both.

“No one wants to go and fnd
another job now, because if they
turn around say, ‘your mill is staying
open! then we're fne,” Durrington
says. “But then do our colleagues
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Tenure Class

Crownland-Leasehold (37.32%)
Crownland-Other (3.56%)
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National Park (9.63%)
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ENVIRONMENT

Climate change drops as leading concern

We're suffering the effects of climate change, but we’re more
worried about war.

THE 2025 FSC-Ipsos
Consumer Awareness
Survey, was released at

the Forest Stewardship
Council’s (FSC®) General
Assembly in Panama last
week. It surveyed more than
40,000 people across 50
countries and the results
present a mixed picture of
public concern for climate
change after the hottest year
on record — war and confict
(52%) now dominate global
worries, while climate change
ranks lower at 31%.

The 2025 survey expanded
to 10 countries in the Asia/
Pacifc region, with Vietham
and New Zealand joining for
the frst time. When it comes
to climate worries, the results
show uneven trends: South
Korea registers the highest
levels of concern of the 50
countries surveyed, while
Japan sees the highest rise in
concern in the Asian-Pacifc
region, followed by Thailand.
Australia and China recorded
the sharpest decline in public
concern for climate change
at -8.5 points and -7 points
respectively. In Australia,
the survey highlights strong
expectations for credible
proof and a clear focus on
biodiversity protection.

The results underscored
an emerging disconnect
between escalating climate
risks and public sentiment in
parts of the region.

Interestingly, climate
change scored signifcantly
higher in the 65+ age
bracket than it did in any
other group, particularly
than 18—24 year olds, who
were more concerned
with unemployment and

2

LY

1/ FSC certification in the Congo Basin helps protect wildlife including

gorillas and elephants. Image: © FSC Africa, by Jonathan Perugia

2/ Two-thirds of Australians say sustainability information on products
should be certified by an independent organisation. Image: © FSC

economic hardship. This may
have more to do with older
people being economically
comfortable than with young
people receiving daily doses
of climate misinformation
funded by fossil fuel
companies through their
phones, or it may not.

When it came to forestry
issues, younger people were
most worried about the loss
of natural wilderness, while
older age groups were most
concerned about climate
change, droughts and foods
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and the destruction of
tropical rainforests. Working
conditions for workers in

the forestry industry scored
lowest in concerns across all
age brackets, showing that
there is still a disconnect

in the general public
between the importance

of sustainable forestry

BIODIVERSITY IS
THE TOP FOREST

CONCERN ACROSS
THE REGION

conducted as a profession
and the achievement of wider
goals such as certifcation,
reforestation and habitat
protection.

The key survey fndings for
Australia were:

* Australians expect credible
proof. Two-thirds say
sustainability information
on products should be
certifed by an independent
organisation. Nearly as
many prefer to choose
products that do not
damage plants and animals.

Australia’s top concerns:
economic diffculties
(56%), then wars, conficts
& terrorism and disease/
health issues (43%).

Biodiversity is the top
forest concern across
the region. The loss of
plant and animal species
is Australia’s top forestry
issue, 14 points above the
Asia-Pacifc average.

Almost half of Australian
consumers have a good
understanding of what

the FSC label stands for.
Among the recognisers of
FSC, nearly two thirds have
a good understanding.

* Brand trust upside: two
thirds of Australians say
their trust in a brand would
be very positive or positive
if it promoted/supported/
offered FSC-certifed
products; among FSC
recognisers, it's more than
75%.

To download the full
report, click here.



INDUSTRY NEWS

Shona Heading wins Stanton Prize

THE 2025
Richard Stanton
Memorial Prize
was presented to
Shona Heading
at the recent
Forestry Australia
Conference in

who most believes
in you, promotes
you selfessly and
reminds you that
being different
and unapologetic,
you can be exactly
what's needed.”

Adelaide. The Richard
Heading is Stanton Memorial
a commercial Leadership Award

was established
by Responsible
Wood in 2015
and honours

the late Richard
Stanton's outstanding
contributions to sustainable
forest management. Stanton,
whose life was cut short by a
tragic bicycle accident, was
a passionate champion of
sustainable forests and PEFC
certifcation and his legacy
lives on in the award.

planning manager
at HQ Plantations.
She thanked Steve
Walker, principal at
Terrafolia Advisory,
for the nomination and said
that she was honoured to
receive the award from
Responsible Wood.

Heading said the award
recognises “those who help
shape a more responsible,
connected and forward-
thinking forestry industry. For
me, this award isn't about

Responsible Wood’s Simon Dorries presents the prize to Shona
Heading. Image: courtesy Responsible Wood

personal leadership, it's
about true leadership. The
leadership that recognises
and celebrates different
voices. That sees potential
where others might not.

“That makes room for new
styles, new ideas and new
ways of doing things and
then celebrates them. And it's

having a teammate. Someone This prestigious national

Wood Fuelled Biochar Pyrolysis Kilns

Waste wood is more valuable than just boiler fuel!

Known for our quality Timber Treatment Plants,
Crusader has been supplying industrial biochar
producing kilns for over 12 years.

Our carbon negative biochar kilns
are fired by waste wood or slash,
helping with climate change
issues and eligible for carbon
credits under the Emissions

award recognises:

« Signifcant and valuable
contributions to
sustainability

* Innovation, improvement,
or excellence in sustainable
forest management or
the fabrication, supply, or
utilisation of certifed forest
products

 Strong commitment to the
principles of sustainable
forest management

* Innovation and improvement
in promoting Responsible
Wood and/or PEFC-certifed
products.

The award includes a
$2000 bursary to support
the recipient’s professional
development through training,
conferences, or study
opportunities.

Enews congratulates Shona
Heading on her victory!

Timber Treatment

Plants

Trading Scheme.

We can process CCA treated
wood with our optional
proprietary arsenic emissions

technology and reduce landfill

volume and disposal costs.

Customised kiln’s for industry or hobbyist,

fixed or transportable, option

material handling and heat recovery systems.

S

CRUSADER

e Aqueous and solvent plants.
e Custom designs.

e Materials handling systems.
Process control and
reporting software.
Exporting for 41 years.

al automation,

sales@crusaderengineering.co.nz
www.crusaderengineering.co.nz (+64 9) 2740811

www.timberandforestryenews.com



TECHNOLOGY

BOM website bombs

CHANGE isn't always good,
as the Bureau of Meteorology
has been learning over the
past week. After months

in beta-testing (which
practically no-one outside the
organisation knew about),

it rolled out its new website

in the last weeks of October,
including updated rain radars.

While the old site did
look a little clunky, its major
advantage was that it was
extremely easy to use.
Drop-down menus at the
top meant that you could
choose options including local
forecasts, readings and radar
in seconds.

Now the very pretty new
site has the weather in
multiple capital cities on the
front page, which we're sure
will be useful for travellers,
and you have to go through
two clicks and entering your
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severe storm near Brisbane seem less

significant than it was for many users. Image: courtesy BOM

location manually to get to
the radar.

More confrontingly, the
radar interface had changed.
The new site at frst showed
rainfall in mm/h, however,
we've spent years reading the
radars in ‘rain refectivity’ —
effectively intensity — where
blue = you'll be damp, green,
yellow and red = wet to very
wet and brown/black = pray.

TimberTrader,

NeWSs s

TIMBER TRADER MAGAZINE IN
+ SPECIAL FEATURES + A DEDI
- ARTICLES WRITTEN BY OU
* NEWZEALAND UPDATE -
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It has now been rolled back to
the established rain refectivity
as the default after this
change was the number one
complaint.

Environment Minister
Murray Watt released a
statement saying he was
meeting with BOM acting
chief executive Peter Stone
and that the site was
not meeting many

users’ expectations.

“I made clear my
expectations that the
BOM needed to consider
this feedback and, where
appropriate, adjust the
website's settings as soon as
possible,” Watt said.

“This includes
urgent consideration of
improvements to the website's
functionality and usability.”

The full cost of the website
overhaul has been reported as
$86 million.

There are improvements:
the radar itself is now more
precise and there are options
for personalisation of your
data. Click here for top tips on
using the new site.

Traditionalists can bypass
the whole palaver by sticking
to the original site at reg.
bom.gov.au, which is still fully
functional.
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ARCHITECTURE

International Passivhaus
Open Days

ONE type of building that
has become an excellent
customer to timber suppliers
and manufacturers around
Australia is Passivhaus.
Designed to meet a rigorous
standard that delivers
exceptional energy effciency,
comfort, and airtight
performance, they deliver
signifcant cost and health
benefts — for which owners
are prepared to pay.

This weekend, a record 33
homes and one commercial
offce will welcome guests for
scheduled tours during this
year's International Passivhaus
Open Days (IPOD) running from
7—9 November.

Proud owners and trade
professionals in the ACT, NSW,
Qld, SA, Vic and WA will run
prebooked tours showcasing
the systems, features
and materials that enable
Passivhaus buildings to deliver
sustainable health benefts,
whilst also reducing household
costs and emissions.

Public and trade visitors are
encouraged to click the link
below to view suburb locations
and book a tour spot (subject
to availability) with full address
details provided to confrmed
guests 48hrs prior to tours
commencing. Spots are limited
and there is a nominal fee of
$5 per visit.

Passivhaus (sometimes
called Passive House) was
developed in the 1990s in
Germany as a set of specifc
set of building criteria
to achieve the certifed
Passivhaus Standard. The
criteria, which are objectively
measured during both
construction and upon
completion, centre around
heating, cooling, renewable
energy and airtightness

and deliver myriad
environmental, cost
saving and health
benefts. Applications
for Passivhaus
Certifcation in Australia
growing by more than
80% in the last year

The International
Passivhaus Open Days
are held once a year and
are proudly supported
by the Australian
Passivhaus Association
(APA) — a not-for-
proft organisation
representing a
community of
more than 17,000
building industry
professionals and
suppliers across
Australia. Since
2013, the APA
has championed
education, advocacy,
and technical support
to grow Australia’s high-
performance building
sector.

“The innovation,
generosity, and passion
of our members and
the wider Passivhaus
community are driving a
quiet revolution in how
Australians think about
building performance
and sustainable living,”
said the APA's Stalin

3 5

1& 2/ The Annandale Forever House is a

classic terrace renovated to Passivhaus

Chakrabarty.

“By opening their
homes and projects
and sharing their
experiences, they're

standard, with low-energy features that are
very much at home in the building.

3/ Hutt 01 Passivhaus in Coburg, Victoria, is
built to exceed Passivhaus standards with its
own self-sustaining mini ecosystem. Images:
supplied

showing that healthy,
energy-effcient housing isn't a
niche idea for the future —it's a
practical, proven solution to our
national housing and energy
challenges.

“We invite everyone curious
about how the Passivhaus

Standard can transform
comfort, wellbeing, and energy
use to come along, meet the
experts, and experience the
Passivhaus difference for
themselves.”

Registrations are still open,
click here to book.
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