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SMALL-SCALE 
forest-owning 
entities (SSFOEs) 
in New Zealand – 
many of them farm 
foresters – make 
up a significant 
portion of the 
national estate. 
Timber & Forestry 
enews spoke to 
Graham West, 
President of the 
Farm Forestry 
Association (NZ 
FFA), about the 
issues facing the 
sector and the organisation’s 
initiatives.

Mr West says surveys 
indicate there are some 
10,000 to 12,000 SSFOEs – 
defined as owning plantation 
forests of less than 1,000 ha. 
“That amounts to 440,000 
hectares, or about 26 per cent 
of the total estate.”

He adds that the NZ FFA 
has some 1,200 members 
who are mainly invested in 
pines – “but there is also a 
lot of interest in redwoods 
and cypresses. We have 
strong action groups working 
on these species, and with 

natives. But in terms of 
national impact, we aren’t 
really moving the dial with 
new plantings of these 
species. So, we are trying to 
influence the Government 
more, and the Forest Growers’ 

Levy, to get investment in 
research that de-risks a 
basket of alternative species.”

Mr West says the levy, 
which amounts to 33 cents 
for every tonne of harvested 
wood, has meant more R&D 
projects, H&S promotion, 
biosecurity awareness, and 
general promotion. “FFA 
members get a share of the 
general benefits of sector 
programmes – and we have 
become more effective 
operating through the levy 
sub-committees to get 
projects funded and focused 
on alternative species and 
small-scale harvesting. 
The key for the association 
is to put more effort into 
professional engagement 
because we struggle to gain 
useful representation and 
influence.”

He notes that the sector is 
in the middle of a “hearts and 
minds campaign to

influence the public and, 
in turn, politicians that the 
forest and wood sector offers 
a lot towards developing a 
sustainable economic future.

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®

COMMENT

NZ Farm Forestry Association offers 
solutions to farmers’ problems

With MICHAEL SMITH

ACROSS THE DITCH

1/   Farm foresters inspecting  
cypresses: the FFA endorses the 
general strategy to be less  
dependent on one species.
2    Graham West says the FFA has 
developed a web-tool to test  
management and harvesting options.

1

2
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SWEDISH association Södra 
has decided to investigate 
the conditions for a new 
large-scale sawmill in Kinda, 
Sweden. A preliminary project 
will be undertaken and serve as 
a basis for a future investment 
decision.

Södra’s assignment is to 
improve and renew the value of 
forest estates. A key part of the 
association’s Group strategy 
is a future-proof industrial 
structure that continuously 
creates a leading offering for 
customers and consumers. 
The association’s sawmills 
play a central role in this work 
and Södra has therefore now 
decided to launch a preliminary 
project to study the conditions 
for the construction of a new 
large-scale sawmill.

The preliminary project 
will start in the spring and will 

investigate the potential to 
replace Södra’s current sawmill 
in Kinda in Östergötland 
Municipality, Sweden. The new 
facility under investigation 
would be constructed using 
the latest technology in 
the industry and mark a 
technology leap that would 
benefit health and safety and 
productivity.

“Our industrial structure 

has created our current strong 
position and is key to Södra’s 
development moving forward. 
An advanced sawmill structure 
strengthens the association 
and our ability to create more 
value from members’ forest 
raw materials and to contribute 
further to the climate 
transition. This preliminary 
project at Södra Wood Kinda 
will investigate opportunities 
to take this work to the next 

level and we hope to contribute 
with more processed forest 
raw material in an even more 
efficient industry,” said Peter 
Jhaveri, president of the Södra 
Wood business area.

Södra Wood Kinda is one 
of Södra’s eight sawmills and 
the unit is strategically located 
to contribute toward sales in 
the area and Södra’s customer 
offering.

“Södra Wood Kinda plays 
a key role in Södra’s industrial 
structure and I am pleased 
that there is great development 
potential. For us, it is vital 
with a viable industry that 
constantly improves and 
develops so we can meet 
market demand. I look forward 
to studying the findings of the 
preliminary project,” said Patric 
Olsson, Production Director at 
Södra Wood.

“While there is 
misinformation from the anti-
pine lobby, there is also an 
information vacuum regarding 
forestry. We recently had a 
large presence at the National 
Fieldays near Hamilton and 
we have a reinvigorated 
promotions campaign.”

The association offers 
several solutions to many 
problems currently faced 
by farmers – most notably 
that growing trees on farms 
“diversifies income, requires 
minimal labour, addresses 
environmental issues, and 
assists with farm succession.”

Mr West says there are 
issues getting landowners to 
understand the drivers of key 

costs at harvest time. “Siting 
and location can mean little 
reward – so we have built a 
tree crop planning web-tool 
[TreeFarmer] to help with this.

“TreeFarmer uses the latest 
available map overlays to help 
small woodlot owners mark 
boundaries, calculate areas, 
determine slopes and erosion 
risk, and plan roads and skids. 
It has productivity layers for 
different species, and typical 
costs and potential yields 
to test management and 
harvesting options.

“Another major issue is the 
high dependence on the China 
log export market for lower 
grade logs and the associated 
price fluctuations caused 
by that country’s economic 
performance.

“We have a government-
backed Industry 
Transformation Programme 
under way, which is broadly 
supported by the FFA. Dean 
Satchell, a previous president 
of the association, was on the 
Advisory Group.

“The FFA endorses the 
general strategy to move 
away from exporting logs, 
and the high dependency 
on one market and on one 
species. We also support the 

use of wood as an important 
renewable material, and 
government investment to 
expand domestic processing.”

He adds that the FFA 
wants priority given to a 
number of points in the plan 
– most notably “to attract 
and facilitate new investment 
in the bioeconomy and 
advanced processing.

“Development of new 
products from wood is key to 
transforming the sector and 
replacing materials derived 
from oil. Wood needs to be 
used for plastics, clothing, 
food, and energy. This 
transformation needs to be 
clear in our national vision  
and it cannot rely on carbon 
prices alone.”

COMMENT

Södra investigates possible new sawmill in Kinda, Sweden

Termite Professional Conference
July 5-7 Sunshine Coast

Click or Scan QR Code to find out more...

A MAJOR ISSUE 
IS A HIGH 
DEPENDENCE 
ON THE CHINA 
LOG EXPORT 
MARKET

From P 2

Södra investigates possible new sawmill in Kinda, Sweden

http://www.timberandforestryenews.com.au
https://professionalpestmanager.com/termite-professional-conference/?utm_source=TF&utm_medium=magazine&utm_content=ad
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THE countdown is on the 
2023 Timber & Hardware 
Awards which will be hosted 
by TABMA and Hardware 
Australia in the Hunter Valley 
in May.

The awards feature a 
‘National Supplier of the Year 
– Timber’ category of which 
there have been four finalists 
named.

Meyer Timber, ITI 
Australia, Dindas Australia, 
and Hume Doors & Timber 

have all been recognised as 
finalists with the winner to be 
announced at the May event.

The ‘Best Timber 
Manufacturer’ finalists are 
Timbeck Architectural, 
Cases & Crates and Ultraflex 
Architectural Linings 

meanwhile, seven hardware 
and building stores will be 
going head to head to take 
out the award for ‘Best 
Timber & Building Materials 
Store’.

Staying with the timber 
categories, there are four 
finalists in the ‘Best Timber 
Frame & Truss Operation’;  
MB Prefab (Big River Group), 
TrussCorp, K&B Timber & 
Hardware and Northwest 
Frames & Trusses.

Other awards to be 
handed out on the night 
include ‘Retail Store Under 

2500sqm’, 
‘Best Garden 
Department’, and 
‘Retail Store Over 
2500sqm’.

The above 
finalists have 
been selected 
after winning their 
relevant category 
at the 2022 State 
Awards.

“TABMA 
and Hardware 
Australia would 

like to congratulate all 
of the finalists who have 
demonstrated excellence in 
their field,” a spokesperson 
for TABMA said.

“The National Awards 
Event is an opportunity to 
recognise the outstanding 
achievements of businesses 
from the industry.”

The TABMA and 
Hardware Australia National 
Conference will be held in the 
Hunter Valley in NSW, May 
25-26 with tickets available 
for purchase now at www.
trybooking.com/events/

Finalists announced for Timber & 
Hardware Awards

2 5 -2 6  M AY  2 0 2 3
H U N T E R  V A L L E Y

1800 822 621
events@tabma.com.au 

www.2023-tabma-national-conference.com

BOOK NOW

TABMA AND 
HARDWARE  
AUSTRALIA 
WOULD LIKE TO 
CONGRATULATE 
ALL FINALISTS

Big River is among those nominated for a national award.

INDUSTRY NEWS

TABMA's David Little has  
congratulated the 2023 nominees.

The TABMA & Hardware Australia National  
Conference returns to the Hunter Valley this year.

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/993638
mailto:events@tabma.com.au
http://www.2023-tabma-national-conference.com
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/993638
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IT is an aged-
old tradition and 
one many of us 
embrace when 
we visit a local 
show or the like 
however, now 
the sport of 
woodchopping is 
in jeopardy in the 
state of Victoria.

An ongoing 
shortage of alpine 
ash logs is putting 
the future of the 
sport in question 
as court action 
continues to halt 
logging.

It comes after 
the November court ruling 
inhibited timber harvesting 
in areas managed by 
VicForests in order to protect 
endangered gliders.

The court action is 
causing a shortage of log 
supply to the Victorian 
Axemen’s Council, which 
provides Alpine Ash Wood to 

agricultural shows across  
the state.

A spokesperson for the 
Council said woodchopping, 
as a sport, could be axed if 
logs cannot be found from 
somewhere else.

According to sources there 
are currently only enough 
logs left in Victoria for three 
more competitions which 
poses a threat with a full 
season ahead.

Berwick show has been 
one of the recent victims 
with organisers announcing 
it will not hold its popular 
wood chopping competition 

at the February show held at 
Akoonah Park.

Berwick Show past 
president and co-chair of 
the Berwick Show wood 
chopping competition, Andy 
Fyfe, told the Berwick News 
a subsidiary of the Axemen’s 
council informed him they 
did not have enough log 
supply to service the historic 
competition.

Mr Fyfe said the 
cancellation will put a “big 
hole” in this year’s show 
events, the first public show 
since 2020.

“A lot of people decide to 

come down to 
the show on the 
Sunday for the 
wood chopping, 
it’s a great 
spectator sport 
and the axemen 
put on a great 
show,” Mr Fyfe 
said.

“For the axemen 
themselves, they 
start in their 
childhood learning 
to wield axes and 
chop wood…they 
dedicate their lives 
to the sport.

“There’s a lot 
of different clubs 

and associations around 
Australia and there are 
axemen that come from 
around the world for the 
sport, so we’re missing out 
on all of that.

“Hopefully there’s a 
positive way out of the 
situation, whatever the 
solution is.”

New changes to the 
conservation response for 
the Southern and Central 
Greater Glider came in mid-
2022 and were issued by 
the federal Department of 

responsiblewood.org.au

Enabling sustainability...Enabling sustainability...
through world-class standards

HOPEFULLY THERE’S 
A POSITIVE WAY OUT 
OF THE SITUATION, 
WHATEVER THE 
SOLUTION IS

INDUSTRY NEWS

Cont P 6

The Victorian Axeman's Council says woodchopping has no future unless logs can be sourced.

Woodchopping faces an axing in Victoria

http://www.timberandforestryenews.com.au
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water.

Last year VicForests 
acknowledged the 
conservation advice in a 
statement.

“Our activities are 

informed by the latest 
scientific research and 
guided by best practice,” the 
statement said.

“As such, we will continue 
to adapt our management in 
response to new information 
and will consider the updated 
Greater Glider conservation 

advice, and any future 
National Recovery Plan, 
in determining changes 
to protections, priority 
management actions and 
changes to our management 
systems.

“In 2019, VicForests 
implemented harvesting and 
regeneration reforms with 
a focus on biodiversity and 
high conservation values.

“We have an increased 
focus on adaptive 
approaches to selecting 
and applying harvesting 
and regeneration systems 
that retain and protect a 
broad range of forest values 
including the Greater Glider.

“Our current approach 
is informed by the Greater 
Glider Action Statement 
– developed by the 

Government on the basis of 
expert scientific advice. In 
accordance with this Action 
Statement, we retain at 
least 40% of the basal area 
of trees across each timber 
harvesting coupe, prioritising 
live, hollow-bearing trees, 
wherever a density of Greater 
Gliders equal to or greater 
than five individuals per 
spotlight kilometre is found.

“This is strangling our 
sport, blade by blade, wood 
by wood,” one woodchopper 
told Channel 9.

“We remain hopeful that 
in some way, woodchopping 
can remain part of the show 
in Victoria.”

Develop our
future workforce

ForestWorks is an industry-owned  ForestWorks is an industry-owned  
not-for-profit organisation offering services  not-for-profit organisation offering services  

to support the skills development of the forest,  to support the skills development of the forest,  
wood, paper, timber and furnishing industries.wood, paper, timber and furnishing industries.

ForestWorks works with industry, government  ForestWorks works with industry, government  
and the education and training sectors to  and the education and training sectors to  

improve skills standards and qualifications and  improve skills standards and qualifications and  
support the development of forestry-related  support the development of forestry-related  

industries, their people, and enterprises.industries, their people, and enterprises.

To find out more:To find out more:

Email: forestworks@forestworks.com.au
Phone: 1800 177 001

www.forestworks.com.au

INDUSTRY NEWS

On the cover: Competitive  
woodchoppers are concerned over 
the future of their sport as log 
supplies run dry.

From P 5

The popular sport is being cancelled at regional shows with concerns for the Royal  
Melbourne Show later this year.

Show organisers are hoping a resolution can be found to enable 
the popular sport to continue

mailto:forestworks@forestworks.com.au
http://www.forestworks.com.au
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/forest-products-commission/commercial-opportunities-forestry-operators
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2023

MARCH
27: Field Days at Levendale – 
Tasmania. The March event is 
the second of two and will be 
held in the southern Midlands 
region, 53 km north of Hobart. 
The Southern Midlands 
Council area 53 km north of 
Hobart. Time: 9 am-1.00 pm. 
Contact admin@pft.tas.gov.
au or call (03) 6477 7389 for 
more details.
APRIL
25-26: Institute of Chartered 
Foresters National 
Conference 2023: Connecting 
Trees, Farmers and Foresters  
– ONLINE EVENT. Exploring 
how to integrate trees into the 
farmed landscapes and build 
relationships between farming 
and forestry. For further 
information see: 
 https://www.
charteredforesters.org/event/
national-conference-2023-
connecting-trees-farmers-and-
foresters.
MAY
15-18: Ligna trade show 
– Hannover, Germany. The 
world’s leading trade fair 
for the woodworking and 
wood processing industry 
is jointly organized by 

Deutsche Messe and VDMA 
Woodworking Machinery. It 
showcases the entire range 
of products and services for 
the primary and secondary 
industries – tools, machines 
and systems for custom and 
mass production, surface 
technology, wood-based 
panel production, sawmill 
technology, energy from wood, 
machine components and 
automation technology, as well 
as machines and systems for 
forestry, round wood and sawn 
wood production.
18-19: The Forest Industry 
Engineering Association 
– Melbourne. Woodtech 
would be showcasing new 
innovations, new products and 
new equipment to improve 
local sawmilling, wood 
manufacturing and wood 
panel company's operating 
efficiencies - and profitability.
For bookings: https://www.
eventalways.com/woodtech
25-26: TABMA National 
Conference and Awards – 
Crowne Plaza - Hunter Valley, 
NSW. TABMA Australia and 
Hardware Australia will be 
joining forces and hosting 
a national conference and 
awards program in 2023. 
TABMA and Hardware 

Australia are proud to 
announce the 2023 Timber & 
Hardware National Conference 
to be held in the Hunter 
Valley. Offering members and 
industry representatives an 
opportunity to connect as 
industry leaders and come 
away with information and 
tools to take back to your 
business to help you today 
and succeed in the future. 
As part of the National 
Conference, TABMA Australia 
and Hardware Australia will be 
hosting the National Awards 
program for the industry to 
participate in. The awards 
recognise the outstanding 
achievements of individuals 
and organisations in delivering 
or producing high quality 
products and services. For 
any queries contact events@
tamba.com.au. For bookings: 
https://www.trybooking.com/
events/landing/993638 
28-2 June: International 
Research Group (IRG) on 
Wood Protection – Cairns, 
QLD. The IRG is the world’s 
peak world body on timber 
durability research and 
will be hosting more than 
250 researchers from 30-
40 countries to discuss 
new developments in the 

field. Information about the 
conference and registration is 
available at: www.irg-wp.com/
IRG54/index.html
JUNE
18-20: Malaysian Wood 
Expo – Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Malaysian Timber 
Council, International Wood 
& Woodworking Expo. For 
further information see: 
www.malaysianwoodexpo.
com.my or email: info@
malaysianwoodexpo.com.my

AUGUST
29-30: Timber & Forestry 
enews Australian Timber 
Supply Summit – Melbourne. 
Early warning alert. For 
any queries relating to the 
conference, please contact 
CORP COMM.Email: info@
corp-comm.com.au Phone: 
+61 3 5977 0244

OCTOBER
15-19: ANZIF Conference: 
Embracing our natural capital: 
The science, technology, 
and art of managing 
forests for all values – Twin 
Towns Conference Centre, 
Coolangatta, Queensland. 
Further details from Forestry 
Australia at: https://www.
forestry.org.au/

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

Please like and share our page so we can get the timber and forestry message 
out to a bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave us a review. 

Are you following us on social media?
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https://www.eventalways.com/woodtech
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mailto:events@tamba.com.au
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https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/993638
http://www.irg-wp.com/IRG54/index.html
http://www.irg-wp.com/IRG54/index.html
http://www.malaysianwoodexpo.com.my
http://www.malaysianwoodexpo.com.my
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FORESTRY sector 
professionals inspired the next 
generation of foresters with a 
packed audience at last week’s 
Careers in Forestry webinar.

Forestry Australia's future 
foresters initiative committee 
organised an array of speakers 
set to offer unique insights, 
and a discussion around 
career pathways to nearly 200 
recent graduates, students, 
and those with an interest 
in the forestry vocation who 
registered for the webinar.

Forestry Australia CEO 
Jacquie Martin said it is 
fantastic to see a strong 
level of interest and shows 
Australia's forestry sector is 
looking bright with hopes this 
will be a catalyst to gain new 
talent.

"A career in forestry is 
dynamic, rewarding, and 
varied and gives us great 
confidence for the future 
ahead," Ms Martin said.

"Forestry also provides 
secure, long-term employment 
and outdoor work which many 
people love."

"We're extremely excited 
to put on this webinar to 
provide information into what 
a career in Forestry or Land 
Management could look like 
and provide a strong tool 
kit of resources to support 
participants.

"Our speakers will explore 
a diverse range of topics 
and explain the variety 
of career opportunities 
including engaging in nature 
conservation, resource and 

land management, and 
research.

"Gavin Livingston from 
AKD Softwoods has worked 
across different states and 
companies and will impart his 
reflections from his education 
journey to career, key lessons, 
recommendations for others, 
and why people should 
consider a career in the 
forestry sector.

"It's an exciting time to 
join the forestry sector as 
sustainably managing forests 
in a changing world is a huge 
task and incredibly rewarding.

"We invite anyone 
interested in helping to make 
a difference to reach out for 
further information."

Other topics covered 
by long-serving industry 
experts included Work 
smart and keep your hands 
dirty: reflections of a field 
practitioner who really likes 
maps from The Taungurung 
Land and Water Council, What 
does a career in the forestry 
sector look like? By Michael 
Hansby and presented 
by Adele W, Remsoft and 
Forestry Corporation NSW's 
Chantal Dalli provided Insider 
knowledge on the recruitment 
process, along with a 
takeaway Application Guide.

The webinar was chaired 
by Jenna Hammond from 
Sustainable Timber Tasmania.

Durable real wood decking 
& cladding with beauty  
and longevity in every fibre
THERMALLY MODIFIED
The wood becomes 
more durable and 
its moisture content 
decreases

SUSTAINABLE
Wood from sustainable 
forests with chemical-
free modification

LOW THERMAL  
CONDUCTIVITY
Does not become  
as hot in the sun 

DISTRIBUTED BY Australian Timbers  
273 Magill Road, Trinity Gardens SA 5068 
PH: (08) 8332 2666 FAX: (08) 8332 0825
enquiries@australiantimbers.com
www.australiantimbers.com

EASY INSTALLATION
Innovative and simple 
fixing methods

SENSATIONAL 
APPEARANCE
In a great range  
of species & sizes

SMOOTH FINISH
Splinter-free deck

INDUSTRY NEWS

Interest in forestry careers soar 
with webinar

IT'S AN EXCITING 
TIME TO JOIN 
THE FORESTRY 
SECTOR

The faces of the next generation of the forestry industry. Source Forestry Australia

mailto:enquiries@australiantimbers.com
http://www.australiantimbers.com
http://www.thermory.com
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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Cyclone Gabrielle 
leaves Pan Pac 
site closed

More than two metres of water has flooded the facility causing its closure.

THE 440 staff of New 
Zealand’s pulp and forestry 
group Pan Pacific Forest 
Products have been retained 
despite flooding from the 
recent cyclone causing its 
closure.

Cyclone Gabrielle, which 
has devastated parts of 
New Zealand and taken 
lives, also left its mark on 
the New Zealand pulp and 
forestry group Pan Pac Forest 
Products.

Flooding from the cyclone 
that first made landfall on 
February 12, destroyed one of 
the company’s sites, forcing 
closure.

On its website, the company 
announced that the Whirinaki 
site was closed until further 
notice.

The New Zealand Herald 
newspaper reported that 
following assessments of the 
storm damage, Pan Pac had 
decided to rebuild the mill 
rather than closing it down 
permanently or moving it 
elsewhere.

It is understood the mill was 

swamped by two metres of 
water and is unlikely to be back 
up and operational for months.

Pan Pac is owned by 
Japanese pulp and paper 
group Oji Holdings. The 
company makes bleached 
chemi-thermomechanical pulp 
(BCTMP) in Whirinaki, which 
is located in the Hawke's Bay 
region of north-eastern New 
Zealand.  With a daily capacity 
of 850 t, the mill makes pulp 
sold all over the world and 
is also home to a sawmill. 
Pan Pac operates another 
sawmill in Milburn in the Otago 
region in the very south of the 
country. The two sawmills 
have a combined radiata pine 
lumber capacity of 530,000 m³ 
per year. The firm also owns 
several forest estates.

More than 300 employees 
met in Napier's Civil Theatre 
last week for an update on the 
company's next steps.

Pan Pac Managing director 
Tony Clifford spoke to 
Guyon Espiner and assured 
employees that jobs remain  
to date.

http://www.timberandforestryenews.com.au
http://www.hyne.com.au
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AUSTRALIA will host the 
International Research Group 
on Wood Protection (IRG) in 
Cairns in far north Queensland 
from May 28 to June 2.

The IRG is the peak 
world body related to timber 
durability research and each 
conference brings together 
more than 250 researchers 
from 30-40 countries to 
discuss new developments in 
the field.

This will be the third time 
that IRG's annual meeting has 
been held in Australia, with the 
first two in Surfer's Paradise 
(1983) and Brisbane (2003).

The meeting will take place 
over five days and involve 
posters, oral presentations 
of written papers and 
keynotes from leading 
global researchers including 
Professor Phil Evans, 
department of wood science 
at the University of British 
Columbia.

This will be an excellent 
chance to learn about the 
latest innovations in wood 
protection, and the organising 
committee is looking forward 
to welcoming the world to our 
door.

A pre-meeting field trip (or 
Terminatour) will visit test 
sites at the South Johnstone 
Research Station and the 
Mareeba area to see termite 
mounds of both Coptotermes 
and Mastotermes. 
Mastotermes darwiniensis or 
the Giant Northern Termite, 
is the single remaining 
species in the genus and it 

is only found 
in northern 
Australia. It is, 
by far, the most 
aggressive 
termite on 
the continent 
and appears 
to be moving 
southward.

A mid-week 
excursion is 
planned for 
delegates and 
companions to 
Green Island on 
the Great Barrier 
Reef. Attendees 
will be free to 
spend time in 
and around the 
island, including 
the tropical 
island forest, in 
and under the 
water with the 
snorkel gear 
provided, or a 
relaxing walk 
on the beach or 
just enjoying themselves at 
the facilities on Green Island. 
This is a great chance for 
further discussions in a more 
casual setting.

The meeting will welcome 
some 200 overseas 
participants to enjoy Cairns 
and its tropical environment.

This year's meeting is 
a wonderful and unique 
opportunity for the Australian 
and New Zealand timber and 
wood treatment industries 
to attend and learn about 
research and innovations 
in the wood durability and 
performance field. The topics 
covered in presentations will 
also provide the necessary 
information for educating 
specifiers, designers, and 
users of timber about 

effective protection and 
durable performance of all 
wood products, including the 
increasing use of engineered 
wood products/

The IRG provides an 
excellent forum for identifying 
new treatment/protection 
technologies for the 
region. There will be many 
opportunities for informal 
discussions with like-minded 
people as well as scientists 
and technologists in the field.

Information about the 
meeting and registration is 
available at www.irg-wp.com/
IRG54/index.html

The IRG has about 330 
members from some 50-plus 
countries around the world 
and the Cairns meeting will 
mark the 54th event.

While the 
IRG has its 
beginnings in 
Europe, it is 
global in nature 
with increasing 
involvement 
from the Asia 
region.

In the past 50 
years there have 
been profound 
changes in the 
wood protection 
industry, wood 
protection 
values and 
in the wood 
protection 
scientific 
community. 
IRG seeks to 
respond to and/

or participate in the ever-
changing global landscape.

It is a fact that much wood 
protection science is driven 
by global currents in the 
environment, forestry and 
climate impacts.

The IRG provides an active 
forum for the development of 
a wide variety of responses 
and viewpoints in this time 
of continuous change in the 
world's approach to the use 
of wood-based materials 
across a broad spectrum 
of applications as well as 
political and environmental 
situations.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Keynote speaker for the IRG meeting in Cairns... Professor Phil Evans, 
Department of Wood Science, University of British Columbia (right) 
with fellow researcher Sadegh Mazloomi.

Global leaders in wood protection 
to gather in Cairns

IRG SEEKS TO 
RESPOND TO  THE  
EVER-CHANGING 
GLOBAL LANDSCAPE Contact   //   Zonya Bird

zonya@creativebirddesign.com.au 

Need creative  
advertising solutions?

http://www.irg-wp.com/IRG54/index.html
mailto:zonya@creativebirddesign.com.au
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CHILEAN firefighters were 
battling to hold back forest 
fires as authorities said hot and 
dry weather would continue, 
potentially exacerbating what 
are already the deadliest blazes 
in the country's recent history.

The fires, which have 
impacted 270,000 hectares of 
land, have killed 26 people so 
far in south-central Chile, and 
already made 2023 the second 
worst year in terms of hectares 
burned after the so-called 
"firestorm" that hit the country 
in 2017.

The state National Forestry 

Corporation reported that as of 
20 February 2023 there were 
275 active fires, of which 69 
were currently in combat.

"Unity to face the tragedy, 
unity to rebuild ourselves," 
President Gabriel Boric wrote 
on Twitter.

Chile is in the grip of an 

over a decade-long period of 
dry weather, which the World 
Meteorological Organization 
called a "mega drought" last 
year, adding it was the longest 
in a thousand years and 
marked a major water crisis. 
The heat wave and strong 
winds have caused a rapid 
spread of the flames during the 

Southern Hemisphere summer 
season.

In recent days aid arrived 
in Chile from Argentina, 
Spain and Mexico, while the 
authorities said they expected 
to receive new support from 
Brazil, Colombia, Paraguay, 
Peru, Portugal and Venezuela.

Always
in demand

Ecowood® is a registered trademark of Arxada or its subsidiaries. ©2022 Arxada

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Chile battles deadliest wildfires 
on record as heatwave grips

1/   Trees can be seen after a wildfire burned areas in Santa Juana, near Concepcion, Chile.
2/   A DC-10 Ten Tanker, a firefighting plane, is seen at Concepcion's airport after arriving to extinguish wildfires in 
Chile's central-south regions, in Concepcion, Chile.
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270,000 HA OF 
LAND IMPACTED 
WITH 26 PEOPLE 
KILLED
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ON February 22nd, 2023 
Responsible Wood welcomed 
our new chair, Dr Tony Barlett 
who is a champion of forest 
innovation and research, 
having worked in Australian 
and international forestry for 
45 years.

Dr Tony Bartlett has 
been a board member of 
Responsible Wood since 
September 2020, and will 
continue the great work 
achieved in sustainable 
forestry by outgoing chair Dr 
Hans Drielsma AM.

As Forestry Research 
Program Manager for 
the Australian Centre for 
International Research Centre 
(ACIAR), Dr Bartlett has 
managed 25 projects in 14 
developing countries between 
2010 and 2018

He has worked in various 
forestry and fire management 
roles for the federal, ACT 
and Victorian governments 
and on forestry development 
projects in Nepal and 
Vanuatu.

Dr Bartlett has a Doctorate 
(PhD) from the Australian 
National University, a Masters 
in Science (MSc) from the 

University of Oxford, and a 
Bachelor of Forest Science 
(B. ForSci) from the University 
of Melbourne.

“We are very fortunate, 
Tony has been a champion 
of forestry innovation and 
has overseen many impactful 
forestry research projects 
around the world,” CEO Simon 
Dorries said.

“He has impressive 
accomplishments and a 
similarly distinguished career 
to our outgoing chair.”

Dr Drielsma was 
presented at the board 
meeting with a hand-crafted 
chest made from rose 
mahogany (Dysoxylum 
fraserianum) sourced from 

a certified forest in southern 
Queensland in recognition of 
his distinguished career in the 
forest industry, as a strong 
advocate for sustainability, 
and the promotion of the 
highest standards of forestry 
across Australia and abroad.

For more than 20 years  
Dr Drielsma has been actively 
involved in the establishment, 
shaping and growth of 
Responsible Wood, formerly 

the Australian 
Forestry Standard.

A professional 
forester with 
post-graduate 
qualifications from 
Yale University in 
forest policy and 
natural resources 
sociology, Dr 
Drielsma has 
held key positions 
in the forestry 
sector including 

managing director 
of Forests NSW and 
executive general manager 
of Forestry Tasmania and 
was a member of the CRC 
for Forestry board for 
seven years.

He was awarded the 
Norman W. Jolly Medal 
in 2015 at the 8th Joint 
Conference of the Institute 
of Foresters of Australia 
and the New Zealand 
Institute of Forestry.

The medal is the IFA’s 
(now Forestry Australia) 

highest and most prestigious 
honour awarded for 
outstanding service to the 
profession of forestry. CEO 
Simon Dorries said.

“Hans will be missed 
and he is thanked by the 
Responsible Wood staff, 
his fellow board members, 
Australian and New Zealand 
certificate holders, as well 
as industry partners and 
stakeholders.”

INDUSTRY NEWS

Meet the new Responsible Wood 
Chair – Dr Tony Bartlett
New chair to continue the great work by Dr Hans Drielsma AM

TONY HAS 
BEEN A 
CHAMPION OF 
FORESTRY 
INNOVATION

1/   Outgoing chair of Responsible 
Wood Dr Hans Drielsma AM (second 
from left) is presented with a timber 
gift by Simon Dorries, CEO, Dr Tony 
Bartlett, incoming chair, Jonathan 
Tibbits, Marketing &  
Communications, and Matt de Jongh, 
Sustainability Manager.
2/   Introducing the new Responsible 
Wood Chair – Dr Tony Bartlett.

1
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AN historic house 
with timber 
elements, shaped 
like a 50-cent 
piece which was 
designed by a 
pioneering female 
architect in Victoria 
is up for sale.

According to the 
ABC, the circular 
timber cottage 
at Crossover, 
near Warragul in 
Gippsland, was 
created by Edith 
Ingpen, the first woman to 
graduate from the Bachelor of 
Architecture at the University of 
Melbourne in 1933.

Ingpen started her career at 
a time when only 2 percent of 
registered architects in Victoria 
were female and became a 
vocal champion of women in 
the profession.

The heritage-listed home 
in Crossover is one of just a 
handful of buildings believed to 
be designed by Ingpen.

A Heritage Victoria 
spokesperson told the ABC its 
circular form was uncommon 
during the interwar years.

"Ingpen was not constrained 
by a client's brief and drew 
on emerging Modernist 
design principles, utilising 
local materials including 
timber weatherboards from 
Gippsland," they said.

The current owner of the 
property, Robert Stewart, said 
his family acquired it in the 
1960s.

"I was about 15 or 16 at 
the time, we went up there 
one weekend … my father had 
a cup of tea and a chat with 
[Ingpen] … he convinced her to 
sell the house," he said.

Mr Stewart's grandfather 
was the architect Harold 

Desbrowe-Annear, who 
employed Ingpen in 1932.

The cottage was built using 
local materials including timber 
weatherboards and timber 
hardwood from the Gippsland 
area.

The three small bedrooms 
and one larger bedroom are 
all segments of the cottage's 
circular shape.

Mr Stewart, who lives in 
Melbourne, said successive 
generations of his family 
members used the house as 
a "weekender", creating many 
happy memories there.

"We call it a roundhouse, it 
actually has 13 sides to it and 
I remember someone once 
saying it's like a 50-cent piece," 
he said.

"Just the way it's built, the 
simplicity of it, every inch of 
space is utilised. Shelving, 
cupboards, kitchen … you can't 
open the bathroom door unless 
you close the pantry door, it's 
all intertwined."

Mr Stewart hopes the next 
owner will appreciate the 

cottage's history.
The property features four 

bedrooms, all off a central 
lounge area, one bathroom and 
a kitchen and is approximately 
90 minutes from Melbourne.

The rooms are shaped like 
cake slices off the living room, 

which has a handsome stone 
hearth and polished hardwood 
timber floors.

At 65 School Road, 
Crossover, the property is on 
the market with a price guide 
of $620,000 to $660,000.
Source ABC

ARCHITECTURE

Historic ’50 cent’ shaped timber 
house up for sale

(02) 6285 3833

enquiries@ausfpa.com.au 

www.ausfpa.com.au

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

0408 404 7640408 404 764

1/   The historic circular house was designed by pioneer architect Edith Ingpen.
2/   Gippsland timber and weatherboards were used in the construction.
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WE CALL IT A 
ROUNDHOUSE, 
IT HAS 13 SIDES 
TO IT
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WELL, here we go again with 
another election in NSW and 
in the wind the Labor Party 
has once again dusted off the 
great northern koala national 
park promise. This must be 
at least the third time this has 
been run up the flagpole by 
Labor.

Talking to a Labor politician 
I just happen to know – he 
will remain nameless – I 
mentioned the substantial 
research carried out by 
the NSW Department of 
Primary Industries that has 
conclusively demonstrated 
that there was no difference 
in koala population densities 
between national parks and 
commercially managed and 
harvested native forests. To 
my surprise he had heard of 
the research carried out by 
leading scientist Brad Law.

“Listen Cheryl,” he said. 
“This isn’t about the science. 
You know, and I know, that 
country people don’t vote 
Labor. We need to at least 
secure second preference 
votes of the city trendies and 
greenies. The idea of a great 
koala national park should 
do the trick. Unfortunately, 
country communities and 

working people just have to 
live with it.

“You may be a smart 
country business operator 
Cheryl, but this is politics 
plain and simple. Yes, it is 
unfortunate, but forestry folk in 
rural businesses on the north 
coast of NSW will just have to 
suck it up. We need to protect 
inner Sydney city seats that 
will be crucial if Labor is to get 
across the line in the March 
election.”

This election promise from 
Labor was hardly surprising 
when we have seen the 
actions of Labor governments 
in Victoria and WA putting 
native forest-base businesses, 
workers and dependent 
communities out of business 
to protect their standing in 
inner city seats in Melbourne 

and Perth.
Should Labor be successful 

in the March NSW elections 
something like 170,000 
hectares of forests currently 
zoned and available for 
sustained yield management 
will be transferred to the so-
called great koala national 
park. The impact on the native 

forest-dependent 
industry, employees 
and regional 
communities will 
be very substantial, 
to put it mildly.

Of course, 
this adds to 
the hypocrisy 
of Australian 
government’s in the 
face of consistent 
demand for 
hardwood timber 
products in shifting 
the demand off-
shore. So additional 
supply pressure for 
more hardwood 
timber from 
Southeast Asia  
will of course be 

the result.
So it looks like the NSW 

Labor party is planning to add 
to this tragedy by proposing to 
do what Labor governments 
have done in Victoria and WA, 
and that is sacrifice regional 
forest-based businesses that 
support country people to 
secure inner-city seats. And in 
so doing ignore the science, 
but impose environmental and 
biodiversity impacts on other 
countries across the Asia 
Pacific region.

Politics at its worse I say. 
Not a good note to end on 
this month, but there you have 
it. Vote for science-based 
forestry businesses and jobs if 
you are in NSW. See you same 
time next month.

Cheryl

THE IMPACT ON 
THE INDUSTRY, 
EMPLOYEES AND 
REGIONAL 
COMMUNITIES WILL 
BE SUBSTANTIAL

COMMENT IN THE FOREST

Koala park about winning 
inner-city seats for Labor

With CHERYL FORREST

TRUNK LINES

Labor not interested in the science that demonstrates there was no difference in koala 
population densities between national parks and commercially managed and harvested 
native forests.
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THE ENVIRONMENT
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• EMS
• Active
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HD Cooler 
Package 
Options

Optional Guarding PackagesKomatsu High/Wide

Komatsu Integrated    
Control System

Komatsu PC300HW

 
Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas

Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600

E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

Komatsu Forest working closely with Komatsu Ltd Japan have developed two new Forest Xtreme 
models the PC270HW & PC300HW. These two models feature unique forest specifications from 
the Komatsu Osaka factory;

 • High & Wide undercarriage / Forestry Boom Set / Forestry Cabin

Options supplied from KF are;

 • Large HD Cooling / Guarding Packages / Forestry Cabins

Komatsu’s unique ‘Forest Combinations’
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A new Chief Environmental 
Biosecurity Officer for DAFF
DR Bertie Hennecke has been 
appointed as the new Chief 
Environmental Biosecurity 
Officer for the Department 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry.

Deputy secretary of 
biosecurity and compliance, 
Chris Locke, welcomed Dr 
Hennecke’s appointment and 
said he brings many years of 
knowledge and experience to 
the role.

“Dr Hennecke’s background 
is in natural resource 
management, invasive species, 
and agricultural sciences, with 
almost 30 years of experience 
in the public service and 
academia in Australia,” Dr 
Locke said.

“He also holds a PhD in 
Botany and a master’s degree 
in International Agriculture.

“Dr Hennecke has held 

senior leadership roles in 
the Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource 
Economics and Sciences 
(ABARES) and several of the 
department’s plant biosecurity 
areas.

“The role of the Chief 
Environmental Biosecurity 
Officer is to liaise between 
government and the 
community to raise awareness 
and build Australia’s capacity to 
manage biosecurity risks.

“Dr Hennecke’s expertise and 
skills will ensure he excels in 
this national leadership role.

“I congratulate Dr Hennecke 
on his appointment and wish 
him the best of luck in this 
position.

“We also thank outgoing 
Chief Environmental 
Biosecurity Officer Dr Robyn 
Cleland for her significant 

contributions to environmental 
biosecurity during her time in 
the role and wish her all the 
very best in her retirement.”

Australia’s first Chief 
Environmental Biosecurity 
Officer (ACEBO) was appointed 
in October 2018.

The ACEBO’s role is to raise 
awareness and build Australia’s 

capacity to manage biosecurity 
risks to Australia’s unique 
wildlife, our way of life, and 
our status as a clean, green 
exporter of high-quality food.

Dr Hennecke joined the 
Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry in 
2010. Before being appointed 
as the ACEBO, he held 
senior leadership roles in 
the Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource 
Economics and Sciences 
(ABARES) and in several of the 
department’s plant biosecurity 
areas.

Dr Hennecke’s background 
is in natural resource 
management, invasive species, 
and agricultural sciences with 
nearly 30 years of experience 
in the public service and 
academia in Australia. He holds 
a PhD in Botany and a Master 
of International Agriculture.

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING
IS HERE!
Advertise jobs, buy/sell your products  
and services ONLINE, with the new 
timber and forestry website.
With just a few clicks, your  
business will be seen on the  
industry’s #1 WEBSITE.  

Visit timberandforestryenews.com/ 
advertising to find out more or email  
advertising@timberandforestryenews.com

• Jobs board
•  New/used  
equipment and  
machinery for sale

•  Other products/ 
services

Dr Hennecke brings nearly 30 years 
of experience to the role.
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THE latest results from a 
wildlife monitoring program 
have revealed small mammals 
are recovering strongly in 
Eden State forests following 
the Black Summer bushfires.

A strong response has 
been seen in all small 
mammals monitored, with 
most recording the highest 
occupancy rates since the 
program started 13 years ago, 
said Forestry Corporation's 
senior field ecologist, Dr 
Rohan Bilney.

"This year we have 
continued to see phenomenal 
ongoing recovery of all 
small mammals in Eden 
State forests since the Black 
Summer fires in early 2020," 
Dr Bilney said.

"Three years of above-
average rainfall have set 
the stage for this strong 
recovery and we are excited 
to see such a boom in small 
mammal occupancy."

The program monitors 
40 Eden State forest sites in 
spring and autumn each year.

Over the last two years, 
Long-nosed Bandicoots have 

increased from 27 percent to 
100 percent site occupancy, 
while Southern Brown 
Bandicoots have gone from 
10 percent to 75 percent.

The small carnivorous 
marsupials (Antechinus spp. 
and Dunnarts) have increased 
from 33 percent to 100 
percent site occupancy over 
this time.

Site occupancy for Native 
Bush Rats doubled in twelve 
months, from 50 percent to 
100 percent.

"More startling is the 
number of Bush Rat camera 
images, increasing 46-fold in 
two years, from 571 in 2020 to 
26,492 images in spring 2022, 
suggesting a remarkable 
increase in abundance," Dr 
Bilney said.

"The program was 
established to monitor 
occupancy trends in the 
endangered Southern Brown 
Bandicoots in the Eden area, 
but also delivers fascinating 
information for a range of 
small mammal species.

"We can't wait to see the 
results in 2023, especially as 
autumn usually has higher 
occupancy for most species!"

This species-specific 
monitoring program is 
run in complement to the 
organisation's larger 300-
site program running on the 
NSW east coast from the 
Queensland border to Victoria.

For more information about 
Forestry Corporation visit 
www.forestrycorporation.
com.au

ENVIRONMENT NEWS
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Latest monitoring results show small 
mammals thriving in Eden State forests

First electric 
logging truck 
goes to work
FENNELL Forestry, based 
in Mount Gambier, is ready 
to roll with Australia’s first 
electric logging truck.

The truck is just the 
second electric truck of its 
kind in the world and has 
been commissioned by the 
local harvest and haulage 
company to provide a 
realistic carbon reduction 
solution for the heavy 
transport industry.

At an exclusive preview 
event held this week, 
Fennell Forestry unveiled 
the truck to stakeholders, 
government and industry 
representatives.

1/   The program was established to monitor occupancy trends in the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoots in the 
Eden. 
2/   The species is reportedly recovering well following the Black Friday bushfires.
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Timber & Forestry eNews is published by Timber & Forestry eNews 
PO Box 69, Potts Point, NSW 1335, Australia. Phone: 0417 421 187. 
Delivered every Thursday, 48 weeks of the year to industry decision 
makers in Australia, New Zealand, the Asia-Pacific, North America, UK 
and Europe. 
DEADLINES
Display ads: Book by 9am Tuesday prior to publication
Supplied artwork: Wednesday 12 noon prior to publication. Supply hi-
res jpg or pdf to our specifications. NO crop marks or bleed required.

Classified advertising: JOB ADS ARE COMPLETELY ONLINE.  
Go to www.timberandforestryenews.com/post-a-job/ to place a job  
vacancy. Book by 12noon Wednesday prior to publication. Job ads are 
for individual positions. If more than one position is to be advertised, 
separate ads will need to be created and advertised accordingly. 
BUY & SELL ADS ARE ONLINE AND IN THE PUBLICATION. Go to  
www.timberandforestryenews.com/product/buy-sell-advertisement/ to 
place an ad. Book by 5.00pm Tuesday prior to publication.
TERMS
New clients invoiced on booking. Existing clients 14 days. 

ADVERTISING SPECIFICATIONS

ADVERTISING RATES

DISPLAY AD RATES
All pricing below is excluding GST and are based on a 
weekly booking. Overseas bookings are exempt from GST.

FULL PAGE:  $510
297mmH x 210 mmW

HALF PAGE:   $305
Vertical • 256mmH x 93mmW
Hortizontal • 125mmH x 190mmW

QUARTER PAGE:   $195
Vertical • 125mmH x 93mmW
Hortizontal • 63mmH x 190mmW

THIRD PAGE:   $225
Horizontal • 73mmH x 190mmW

PAGE 1 Front cover strip:  Contract booking
Horizontal • 32mmH x 200mmW

PAGE 1 Front cover module:  Contract booking
Horizontal • 45mmH x 50mmW

PAGE 2 below story:  Contract booking
Horizontal • 73mmH x 190mmW

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
JOB ADS:  ONLINE BOOKINGS ONLY
BUY & SELL ADS:  ONLINE BOOKINGS ONLY 
744pxH x 720pxW

TERM DISCOUNTS
12 WEEKS: 7.5% 24 WEEKS: 10% 48 WEEKS: 15%

FULL PAGE
(no crop marks or 

bleed required)

HALF PAGE
vertical

QUARTER 
PAGE
vertical

HALF PAGE 
horizontal

THIRD PAGE
horizontal

QUARTER PAGE
horizontal

mailto:news@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:edit@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:advertising@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
http://www.timberandforestryenews.com/post-a-job/
http://www.timberandforestryenews.com/product/buy-sell-advertisement/



