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INDUSTRY NEWS

Forests better than national parks
for long-term social outcomes
A LANDMARK study into the
long-term benefits of state
forests in South and Central
Queensland as compared
to if they were managed
as national parks has been
welcomed by the peak state
body for the forest and timber
industry in Queensland.

practice, which provides
state revenue to help offset
management costs and pay
for fire prevention, recreation
assets, and biodiversity
protection”.

“The study conducted by
Indufor and Natural Capital
Economics is a best practice
approach to comparing
management outcomes in
state forests and
national parks
using cost-benefit
analysis," Timber
Queensland chief
executive officer
Mick Stephens
said.

Forests deliver the highest net
value.

“By taking into
account the broad
range of goods and
services provided
from state forests
in the region, it was
Map of studied areas of Queensland.
found that they
deliver higher net
management was equal to
social benefits over the range
an extra $1.2 billion in social
of discount rates and time
benefits over the next 100
periods evaluated”.
“The median net
benefit from state forest

years, or 30% higher than if
they were national park”.

MicroPro

®

“The result is significant
and demonstrates the
enormous value of the
multiple-use management of
state forests. These forests
deliver a broad range of
social outcomes, including
the provision of biodiversity,
recreation, timber production,
and lower emissions through
the carbon captured in forests
and in harvested wood
products”, Mr Stephens said.
“Selective harvesting of
timber is also undertaken
in accordance with the
Queensland Parks and
Wildlife code of forest

“Public forest decisionmaking in Australia is often
cast in a narrow land use
paradigm that the only way
to look after native forest
and biodiversity is to lock it
up in formal reserves. This is
an outdated approach which
fails to recognise the benefits
from actively managing
forests for multiple outcomes
and ecosystem services,
which this study shows”, said
Mr Stephens.
“The study also identified
the importance of
engagement with First Nation
peoples on the management
of public native forests and
recognition of indigenous
cultural values”.
The cost-benefit study
was commissioned by the
South & Central Queensland
Regional Forestry Hub with
funding from the Australian
Government, Department
of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification,
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™).
The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts
of a final product – and not just the hazards
of a product’s ingredients.
For more information call us now

on 1800 088 809.
MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd.
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INDUSTRY EVENT

Back together for TABMA's night-of-nights
IT was a night of
glamour, smiles,
and excitement as
TABMA hosted its
first awards event
in three years in
late October in
Sydney.

the industry, their
clients, and their
colleagues.”
These were
awarded to
NHS and Peter
Dewsbury from
Hudson Mitre
10 Trade Centre
respectively.

Members of
the timber and
building industry
were reunited
at the face-toface event which
was hosted at
Le Montage in
Lilyfield, Sydney.

After the
formalities
concluded, guests
were entertained
by the MC of
the evening
Mick Colliss who
The Big River
kept all laughing
Group took out the
with his tales
TABMA, Andrew
Winners were grinners! It was all smiles for the award winners who were the first acknowledged in
of achieving
three years.
Bone Member of
his dream of
the Year award
representing
Awards, last Friday night, 28
for employees,” TABMA said.
which was well
Australia…even
if it was in
October,” he said.
received by their team.
“The REAL Difference
sudoku!
“It was a fabulous
Award is for individuals who
“TABMA has been integral
celebration for our industry
Cont P 7
are contributing positively to
to Big River as we have
with the opportunity to
grown and we couldn’t have
connect with new and old
done it without them,” they
said on accepting their award. friends.”
“Everyone, thank you, and
congratulations to all who
have won awards tonight and
those nominated.”
Williams Group Australia
received the award for
Host Employer of the Year,
meanwhile, Student of the
Year was awarded to Isaac
Griffin from Dahlsens who
was equally thrilled.
“I am absolutely
overwhelmed,” Isaac said.

“TABMA would like
to congratulate all of our
finalists who demonstrated
excellence in their work and
dedication to supporting the
timber and building materials
industry.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL WHO HAVE
WON AWARDS

It was a theme for many
award winners of the night
all of whom said they were
honoured to be recognised.

“Thank you to everyone
who joined us for this special
evening in celebrating our
industry.”

Chief executive officer of
TABMA, David Little said he
was pleased to see everyone
back together sharing the
fabulous night.

TABMA launched two new
awards this year including the
Safety Culture Award and The
REAL Difference Award.

“We were thrilled to bring
the industry together for the
first time since 2019 and
host the 2022 TABMA NSW

The united voice
for Australia's
forest industries

“The Safety Culture Award
is for organisations who have
shown a strong commitment
to creating safe workplaces

(02) 6285 3833
enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
www.ausfpa.com.au
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1/ Northwest Frames and Trusses collected the Award for best timber frame and truss operation.
2/ Guy Leckie from Advanced Truss Systems was awarded Trainee Apprentice of the Year.
3/ Isaac Griffin from Dahlsens named the Student of the Year.
From P 5

Best Timber Merchant: Swadlings Timber & Hardware

Guests then danced the night away to live music as industry
leaders and rising stars networked into the night.

Best Building Materials Centre: United Building Products
Trade Centre

It was hailed a fabulous evening by all and congratulations to
all the winners:

Best Timber Frame & Truss Operation: Northwest Frames &
Trusses

The Andrew Bone TABMA Member of the Year: Big River
Group

Best Timber Manufacturing Operation: Ultraflex
Architectural Linings

Host Employer of the Year: Williams Group Australia

Best Timber Wholesaler: Meyer Timber

Student of the Year: Isaac Griffin, Dahlsens

Best Timber Wholesale Sales Representative: Ryan Govier,
ITI Australia

Trainee or Apprentice of the Year: Gus Leckie, Advanced
Truss Systems
Safety Culture Award: NHS

The REAL Difference Award: Peter Dewsbury, Hudsons Mitre
10 Trade Centre
On the cover:
The Andrew Bone
TABMA Member of
the Year award was
won by Big River
Group. The award
was presented by
wife of the late
Andrew Bone.

RELAUNCHED

TIMBER
WORKSHOPS
Timber Knowledge

16 November - Tamworth & 6 December- Central Coast

1

Essential Supervision skills

22 November - Brisbane & 24 November Sydney

100% of students who attended our workshops
stated they were relevant to their workplace,
and rated the courses as excellent
LIMITED PLACES / ENQUIRE NOW:

1800 822 621
info@tabmatraining.edu.au
tabma.com.au/events/
2
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1/ The Safety Culture
Award was collected
by NHS.
2/ Williams Group
Australia won the
Host Employer of the
Year Award.

OPINION

Australia’s vanishing forests: there has been too
much talk and too little action … and for too long
Re-visiting MIS and the 100% increase of softwood plantations in the Green Triangle area
DAVID QUILL • LEW PARSONS • DAVID GEDDES
THERE is a level
of urgency to
stop the decline
of the Australian
plantation area.

importer of timber,
the future looks
bleak.

Indeed, we need
to increase the
scale of productive
forests.
ABARES has
forecast that by
2050 Australian
domestic
softwood log
demand will
outstrip supply by
1.75 million cub
On the road to increasing the scale of productive forests.
m. To address
this deficit,
The UN expects we will
Report”, the FAO estimates
ABARES suggests we need
that 420 million ha was
have 8.5 billion people living
to establish more than
on the planet by 2030. As our deforested in only the last 30
200,000 ha of new softwood
years.
global population increases,
plantations.
there are increasing demands
As Australia is a net
for wood products. Do
Recently the United
you think the sustainable
Nations released its ‘World
AUSTRALIA IS
global timber availability
Population Prospects 2022’.
A NET IMPORTER
has increased at the same
A key statistic in the report
levels of rising population?
OF TIMBER: THE
is that global population is
The
answer
is
obvious
…
a
now about eight billion –
FUTURE LOOKS
resounding no! In fact, in its
more than three times the
BLEAK
population in 1950.
recent ‘State of the Forests

Our population
is currently 25.4
million, an increase
of almost 9%
since 2016. What
has happened to
our commercial
forests in
Australia?
In August 2022,
AFPA released
a paper stating
that Australia’s
plantation estate
had reduced by
10% over the
past six years. Surely that
can’t be right? But it is! In
its latest plantation area
inventory report, ABARES
stated that we are currently
growing about 1.74 million
ha of plantations. This is
about 0.25 million ha less
than in 2012-13. Some of
the losses occurred in the
horrendous bushfires in
Cont P 6

Sustainably Grown. Australian Made.
You can be assured that wood carrying the Responsible
Wood mark has come from certiﬁed Australian forests that
are sustainably managed to the highest global standards.

responsiblewood.org.au
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OPINION

and were terminated
under a federal Coalition
government. Is it hard
to see such support
from the current federal
government?

From P 5

2019-20, and many of
those are being reestablished, particularly
in eastern states. But
some plantations are
being reverted back to
agricultural production.
In South Australia,
some plantations
are not permitted to
be replanted after
harvest because of
questionable science
about the use of water
by trees in areas over
Australia’s plantation estate and the wood it produces has reduced by 10% over the
shallow aquifers. To
past six years.
make matters worse,
our native forests are
land prices have jumped by
What can be done to
rapidly being closed to timber at least 30% and, in some
increase our plantation
production.
area? The often-denigrated
areas, by much more. Such
‘managed investment
land
prices
mean
that,
Land has become
scheme’ (MIS) companies
with current log prices,
unbelievably expensive in
were very successful in
Net Present Values are
areas where foresters know
developing new plantations
good plantation growth
sometimes negative. This
in Australia in the 1990s and
rates can be achieved.
creates a greater challenge
early 2000s. An example of
This is mainly because of a
for forestry companies
the success is the 100%
booming agricultural sector.
to procure new land for
increase in the plantation area
The outcome is that rural
plantations.
of the Green Triangle during
this time.

Develop our
future workforce
ForestWorks is an industry-owned
not-for-profit organisation offering services
to support the skills development of the forest,
wood, paper, timber and furnishing industries.
ForestWorks works with industry, government
and the education and training sectors to
improve skills standards and qualifications and
support the development of forestry-related
industries, their people, and enterprises.

To find out more:
Email: forestworks@forestworks.com.au
Phone: 1800 177 001
www.forestworks.com.au
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Such schemes required
government support and
the federal government in
2005-06 started to resent the
level of investment in these
projects and challenged their
tax deductibility, particularly
tax-related incentives.
At the request of the
federal government, the
ATO challenged the tax
deductibility of these
investments. It took some
two years for the case to get
to the High Court where the
decision was unanimously
found in favour of Timbercorp.
These managed investment
schemes flourished under
a federal Labor government

THE SOFTWOOD
ESTATE: FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
INCENTIVES ARE
NEEDED

If we are serious about
increasing the softwood
estate by at least 200,000
ha, with the associated
benefits of carbon capture,
then federal government
incentives are needed.
In spite of the plethora
of discussion over the last
few years about increasing
our plantation estate, the
area continues to contract.
One area that in the past
has produced only modest
plantation gains is farm
forestry.
As Australia strives to
reduce our carbon emissions
by 43% in the next eight
years, it is clear that carbon
sequestration by plantations
has a part to play. Farmers
are beginning to recognise
that forestry integrated onto
their properties can be a way
in which they can become
carbon neutral. The Australian
newspaper highlighted this
in an October 27 article
“’Swapping farmland for
forests is a win for all’. We
understand the red meat
sector aims to be carbon
neutral by 2030. These are
encouraging signals for new
plantation development on
farms.
There is more than 380
million ha of productive
agricultural land in Australia.
An additional 0.2 million
ha of plantation has only a
negligible, if any, impact on
agricultural production.
There has been too much
talk and too little action for
too long.
• David Quill, Lew Parsons and
David Geddes, Mount Gambier
SA, three surviving forestry
consultants with more than 150
years’ combined experience in
the sector.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022

NOVEMBER
29: AFPA’s gala dinner –
Hyatt Hotel, Canberra. With
the cancellation of the AFPA
forest industries gala dinner
scheduled for September
14 and the mourning of the
passing of the Queen, AFPA
will now focus on enlarging the
dinner arranged for November
29 at the Hyatt Hotel in
Canberra., which will celebrate
the decade-long chairmanship
of Greg McCormack with
political leaders in attendance.
Tickets purchased for the gala
dinner can either be refunded
or transferred to the November

dinner. Please advise your
preference via events@ausfpa.
com.au
18: Rural Press Club of
Queensland National Ag
Day – Rydges South Bank,
Brisbane. 12-2 pm. Guest
speaker Murray Watt, Minister
for Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry and Minister for
Emergency Management.
Tickets online via the link, with
discounts available for tickets
purchased as a table of 10.
Members $110 p.p, or $1050
table of 10 (includes gst).
Non-members: $120 p.p or
1150 table of 10 (includes gst).

Dress: business attire. Contact
admin@ruralpressclub.com.au

DECEMBER
8: 23rd Australian Timber
Design Awards – Crown
Sydney, Barangaroo, NSW.
The awards are distinguished
by a proud heritage of
innovation and achievement,
promoting and encouraging
outstanding timber design. It
has been a few years since
we last celebrated the awards
together, so come and join
us for the evening to find out
the best in timber design for
2022 – and enjoy a three-

course meal and drinks while
being entertained by The
Ultimate Renewable brand
ambassador Adam Dovile,
resident builder on Channel
Seven's Better Homes and
Gardens. Visit www.tdansw.
asn.au or call 0420 232 253.
Tickets at ticketstripe.com/
events/1030921

2023
AUGUST 29-30: Timber &
Forestry enews Australian
Timber Supply Crisis
Summit – Melbourne.
Early warning alert. Further
information to follow.

Delegation to promote 'climate smart farming with forestry' heads to COP27
A delegation of farming
and forestry leaders has
departed Australia for COP27
in Egypt, with the mission to
demonstrate how climatesmart farming and forestry
can help Australia bring
down its emissions and
fight climate change, while
boosting much-needed food,
fibre and timber production.

The delegation includes
National Farmers Federation
(NFF) and Australian Forest
Products Association (AFPA)
representatives, as well
as Victorian red meat and
timber farmer Mark Wootton
and representatives from the
Macdoch Foundation and Sea
Forest.
NFF President Fiona

Simson said, "Our goal is
that farming and forestry are
better recognised in national
and global policy as solutions
to help Australia reach its
climate targets and help the
world fight climate change.
We will be on the ground to
turn the dial on policy.
"Australian farmers have a
remarkable track record of

adopting new practices to
drive down emissions, and
we have ambitious targets
to go further. We need
to ensure our efforts are
recognised by policymakers
globally, who should be
looking to Australia as an
exemplar for climate-smart
farming," Fiona Simson said.

LET’S BUILD HOMES THAT
SUPPORT OUR FUTURE.
DOWNLOAD FREE RESOURCES HERE

Have you liked our Facebook page yet?
Please like and share our page so we can get the timber and forestry message out to a
bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave us a review.

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org
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$60 million saving over 30 years
based on flawed economic analysis
PETER RUTHERFORD
Members of the South East
Timber Association have
been deeply disturbed by an
economic analysis released
in November 2021 by the
Australian National University
and consultancy firm, Frontier
Economics.
The report was co-authored
by ANU law professor, Andrew
Macintosh.
The report advocates for an
immediate halt to all native
forest harvesting on state
forests in Eden and Southern
Regional Forest Agreement
(RFA) areas.
This move would strip $100
million dollars in forest product
sales out of south coast
economies each year.
The report's authors make
the claim that over the next 30
years, the economic benefits
of closing the industry exceed
$60 million.
A major flaw in the report
shows about $80 million
dollars of the annual economic
benefit arises from avoided
harvest, haul, and processing
costs. This $80 million has
been accounted for in the costbenefit analysis as a “benefit”.

These operations are an
expense paid for by timber
processors, out of the $100
million in revenue that flows
from the sale of forest
products. What are claimed to
be avoided costs, are actually
income that will be stripped
from regional families,
businesses and economies.
The report goes on to state
that avoided carbon emissions
associated with logging,
provide significant benefits to
society. Aside from errors in
the detail of the calculations,
there is a major sticking point,
with the $18 to $22 million
benefit that is supposed to
arise from carbon trading.
Currently, there is no
legal basis for this form of
carbon trading. In Australia,
the only type of forest
that is currently eligible for
carbon trading is defined as
‘reforestation’. This is land that
has previously been cleared
but is now converted back
to tree production. None
of the carbon benefits will
materialise or come into local
communities to replace the
lost $100 million.

no longer be generating
any revenue, management
of the 415,000 hectares of
state forest in the Eden and
Southern RFA areas would
have to be fully funded by
taxpayers.
The latest figures show
the taxpayer contribution to
managing national parks is $50
per hectare higher than for
state forests.
Peter Rutherford says the report
has fundamental flaws

The third and minor revenue
contribution is tourism
revenue generated from
recreation, which cannot occur
in active logging sites.
The specific venture is a
proposed mountain biking
development. The report fails
to mention that there are over
1.9 million hectares of state
forest, not subject to active
timber harvesting in any year
and up 7.3 million hectares
of parks that are available for
mountain biking and other
recreational pursuits.
There has been a major
omission from the report.
As the state forests would

The cessation of harvesting
would deliver an annual
additional burden on taxpayers
of $20.75 million or $622.5
million (not inflated) over
the 30-year analysis period.
The content of the report is
potentially misleading.
Given the fundamental
flaws in the report, the claim
that ending native forest
harvesting in the Eden and
Southern RFA areas of NSW
and using them for mountain
biking and carbon farming will
deliver total benefits of more
than $60 million over the next
30 years appear to lack any
factual base.
Peter Rutherford is the
Secretary, South East Timber
Association.

Durable real wood decking
& cladding with beauty
and longevity in every fibre
THERMALLY MODIFIED
The wood becomes
more durable and
its moisture content
decreases

SUSTAINABLE
Wood from sustainable
forests with chemicalfree modification

LOW THERMAL
CONDUCTIVITY
Does not become
as hot in the sun

EASY INSTALLATION
Innovative and simple
fixing methods

SENSATIONAL
APPEARANCE
In a great range
of species & sizes

SMOOTH FINISH
Splinter-free deck

DISTRIBUTED BY Australian Timbers
273 Magill Road, Trinity Gardens SA 5068
PH: (08) 8332 2666 FAX: (08) 8332 0825
enquiries@australiantimbers.com
www.australiantimbers.com
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Shipping and
container availability
now recovering

HYNE.COM.AU

GLOBAL NEWS

The cost of shipping and containers soared during the COVID pandemic
but are now easing.

There’s some positive news
and potential relief for those
in the import/export sector
with relief in shipping and
container availability on the
horizon.

soaring demand and reduced
supply capacity, plus labour
shortages and continued
on-and-off-again pandemic
restrictions, which disrupt
port and transport operations.

The most crucial issue in
2020, 2021, and early 2022
has been the drastic rise
in shipping costs, which
continues to have a damaging
impact on international trade.
For example, the Indonesian
Furniture and Crafts Industry
Association (HIMKI) has
reported that high container
shipment costs have become
critical for furniture exporters,
pushing many small and
medium-sized enterprises
into bankruptcy. HIMKI
estimates that around 25% of
its 2500 member businesses
have gone bankrupt.

The temporary closure of
major Chinese ports in 2021
created more pain for the
global logistics and cargo
industry. A partial shutdown
at Shenzhen’s Yantian Port
for three weeks in late May
and June because of COVID
outbreaks in Guangdong
Province added an additional
sting. More disruption
followed in August when
China closed a key terminal at
Ningbo-Zhoushan, the world’s
third-busiest port after a port
worker tested positive for
COVID.

The cost of shipping soared
during the COVID pandemic.
It cost USD 26 000 to ship
a 40 ft container from Asia
to the US west coast in late
2021, more than three times
the price at the corresponding
time in 2020. The surge in
freight rates is largely the
result of a mismatch between

Australian freight
forwarders are now reporting
an easing of shipping and
container costs largely as
a direct result of a notable
reduction in global trade
demand associated with
inflationary pressures,
climbing interest rates, and
business uncertainty.
TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS | ISSUE 732 | November 10, 2022
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AFCA welcomes greater forestry
focus from federal budget
THE AUSTRALIAN Forest
Contracts Association (AFCA)
say they will work alongside
the government and its
members after Labor delivered
its first Federal budget in late
October.
“It’s been a big few
weeks and months for AFCA
members. Weather, politics and
interest rate rises seem to be
some of the biggest challenges
facing our industry,” AFCA
general manager Carlie Porteus
said in a statement.
“Flooding has led to forest
access issues, and even
closures, which in turn is
leading to lost income and
financial challenges in some
areas. AFCA is engaging well
with state departments and
is reaching out to determine
immediate member needs.

“The Federal Labor
Government last week
announced what it calls a
sensible ‘budget for the times’.
“The Hon. Dr Jim Chalmers
delivered the first Labor
Government budget for the
year as it attempts to curtail
the alarming rise in inflation
and suppress unnecessary
spending in order to take
some of the heat out of the
economy.”
Ms Portus said for small
to medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), such as their
members, this will likely lead to
a sharp but temporary increase
in interest rates, to pull into
line a rapidly increasing rate of
inflation.
This was backed by the RBAs
decision to increase the cash

members is a more accurate
reflection of the cost increases
that have been experienced,
but still not a true reflection
of the costs experienced by
Forest Contracting Businesses,”
Ms Porteus continued.
“AFCA along with other
industry bodies welcomed
the budget as it ‘has a greater
forestry industries focus’.”
AFCA general manager Carlie Porteus
shares support for the federal budget.

rate by a further 25 basis points
or .25%. The Australian Bureau
of Statistics has reported an
increase in CPI by 7.3% over
the previous twelve months
to September this year and
today inflationary figures were
revised by the RBA to 8%.
“What this means for our

Key forestry points from the
budget include $100 million
to establish the Australiawide National Institute for
Forest Products Innovation,
$86.2 million to establish new
forestry plantations and $10
million to support the delivery
of qualifications, competencies,
and credentials to meet the
training and accreditation needs
of forestry and wood products
industries.

Always
in demand

Ecowood® is a registered trademark of Arxada or its subsidiaries. ©2022 Arxada
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CLIMATE NEWS

Forest industries support Government's COP27 pledge
Australia’s forest industries
support the Australian
Government’s move in joining
the Forest and Climate
Leaders Partnership (FCLP),
ensuring our forest resources
maximise their climate
potential into the future.
The UK-led voluntary
partnership was launched at
COP27 in Egypt this week to
spearhead action on climate
change through forest-based
initiatives and build on an initial
global forest pact signed at
COP26 in Glasgow.
The partnership commits
signatory countries to
“work closely with the
private sector, civil society,
international and multilateral
organisations and community
leaders to implement and
rapidly scale up solutions
on deforestation, forest
degradation, reforestation and
sustainable forest and land

use management”.

Australia," he said.

Acting chief executive
officer of the Australian Forest
Products Association (AFPA)
Victor Violante said Australia
can lead the world in these
priority areas, and with global
demand for wood fibre on
track to quadruple by 2050,
it’s critical we get sustainable
forest production right across
the globe.

"Wood really is the ultimate
renewable, and the world
will need much more of it in
the coming decades. We are
pleased Australia is taking a
leadership role in showing the
world how we manage our
forests sustainably to meet
our wood fibre needs.”

“Australia’s sustainable
forest industries are already
contributing positively to
climate change mitigation
because we manage our
precious forest resource to
the highest environmental
standards in the world,
regenerating after harvest to
ensure there is no net loss of
forest area,” Mr Violante said.
“And we can do even more
by delivering on the Australian
Government’s One Billion

CEO Victor Violante believes
Australia can be a global leader in
key areas of priority

Trees goal to grow the timber
plantation estate by one billion
trees this decade and secure
Australia’s future timber and
fibre supply.
“Timber and paper products
continue to store half their
weight in carbon for the life of
the product, and the benefit
is even greater when these
products are made here in

Mr Violante said AFPA
is showcasing the climate
change potential of forest
industries at COP27 through a
series of events, and the FCLP
is an important step towards
embedding the sector’s role
in global climate change
mitigation strategies.
“We share the Australian
Government’s commitment
to working with our global
counterparts to achieve the
same high standards we
have in Australia and halting
deforestation,” he concluded.
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Komatsu PC300HW

WG Boom Set
Internal
Hose
Routing

Forestry Cab Options
• Komatsu
• EMS
• Active
• Ensign
Komatsu
HD Cooler
Package
Options

Komatsu Integrated
Control System

Komatsu High/Wide

Optional Guarding Packages

Komatsu Forest working closely with Komatsu Ltd Japan have developed two new Forest Xtreme
models the PC270HW & PC300HW. These two models feature unique forest specifications from
the Komatsu Osaka factory;
• High & Wide undercarriage / Forestry Boom Set / Forestry Cabin
Options supplied from KF are;
• Large HD Cooling / Guarding Packages / Forestry Cabins

Komatsu’s unique ‘Forest Combinations’
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Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas
Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600
E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

COMMENT IN THE FOREST

Early Christmas greeting to end a tough year
Timber supplies are presently in good shape, but shortages
are likely to re-emerge with a vengeance next year

THE powers that be, in this
case, enews Editor Jim
Bowden, tells me that this
will be my last column for the
year. “Your lot for the year
Cheryl,” he said. “See you in
2023!”…Christmas present
in the post I assume Jim!

timber processing
employees has no
basis in science –
or am I just being
unrealistic?
So, looks like
we have failed to
kick some critical
goals this year and
ongoing softwood
and hardwood
timber supplies
are likely to be the
biggest issue for
next year.

So, I think it’s time for
some reflections on the past
year.
I am told by those in
the know that because of
inflation, interest rates, wet
weather, and blah, blah…
that building and construction
activity has slowed quite
dramatically in the last few
months. However, pundits
are saying activity is sure to
pick up again towards the
end of the first quarter of
next year. Apparently, timber
supplies are presently in good
shape, but unfortunately,
shortages are likely to reemerge with a vengeance
next year.
We know that softwood
timber imports are now
increasingly critical to
supporting building activity.
This essential part of
the supply equation has
been thrown into some
turmoil by the Russian
invasion of Ukraine and the

THERE WILL
CERTAINLY BE SOME
CHALLENGING ISSUES
FOR NEXT YEAR

Santa Claus on the lookout for new plantations in 2023.

consequential major changes
to timber trade dynamics
across Europe, including
exports to Australia. Clearly
yet another sign of the need
for the domestic industry
to do something about
arresting declining supplies of
plantation softwood.
Yes, I know it’s been a
broken record, however,
despite the ongoing political
pledges and policies, there
has not been any significant
progress with new plantation
establishments despite
comments about a billion
trees being 'in the ground'
sometime soon.
We are hoping that Labor’s
Federal agriculture minister
Murray Watt will be able
to achieve something a
bit more tangible than his
predecessors…that shouldn’t
be hard.
I would also hope that

TRUNK LINES

What can we as
an industry do to
ensure a greater
domestic contribution to the
rising demand for timber
and can we finally get some
new plantations established?
Certainly some challenging
issues for next year.
So, on that somewhat
despondent note, it’s a wrap
for me for the year.

With CHERYL FORREST

minister Watt may be able
to dissuade his Labor
government colleagues in
Victoria and WA and do
something about maintaining
native forest hardwood
production activities.
Especially now confessions
have emerged that their
decisions to close down
regional timber businesses
and sack hard-working
forest, sawmilling, and

Thanks for the ride, and
can I get in early and wish
you, your family, friends, and
workmates the very best for
the upcoming festive season.
I think we have all earnt a
restful Christmas break after
a turbulent year.
We can gather our strength
again and maybe look
forward to better times in
2023.
Merry Christmas and I will
catch up with you again in
January.
Cheryl

TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS | ISSUE 732 | November 10, 2022

13

EARLY WARNING ALERT
2023 Timber & Forestry enews

Australian Timber
Supply Crisis Summit

CRITICAL ISSUES
• A static softwood plantation resource
• Decades of native forest lockups have decimated hardwood timber supply
• A reducing hardwood plantation area
• Australian construction and building industries increasingly at the
mercy of timber imports
• Will major timber supplier Russia be off the table?
• How bad can it get?
• Where to from here?

SAVE THE DATE
• 29 & 30 August, 2023 - Melbourne, VIC Australia

PRESENTER LINEUP TO INCLUDE:
• Global timber supply experts
• Timber supply forecasting authories
• International timber/EWP suppliers
• Australian housing and construction demand
forecasting experts
• Australian Federal and State politicians
• Australian timber suppliers
• Australian timber traders
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OPINION

Ukraine … new opportunities for the ‘breadbasket
of Europe’ and that includes greater timber exports
Partnerships needed to support dynamic development and expansion of the forest industry
UKRAINE is said to be the
‘breadbasket of Europe’,
with an abundance of natural
products including timbers
such as pine, spruce and oak.

concerned, they will face the
need to find new suppliers
due to the introduced
sanctions and limitations

Before the war started,
Ukraine had around 9.7 million
ha of forest land, representing
16.7% of the total land area.
Only 0.6% are primary forests,
49% are naturally regenerated
forests, and over 50% are
planted forests.
The vast majority of forests
(nearly 87%) are stateowned, while 13% of forestry
land plots are attributed
to communal and private
property.
Now Russia occupies
around 20% of the Ukrainian
territory. It should be noted
though that occupied
territories do not have
significant forest areas.
Currently, the Ukraine
forest industry is undergoing
a very serious stage of
transformation and changes
that involve multiple factors.
First of all, it is related to the
institutional transformation.
Up until recently the everyday management of forests
around the country was
performed by 158 local forest
companies. The government
of Ukraine adopted a decree
to establish a single state
company ‘Forests of Ukraine’
that will be unilaterally in
charge of all forests in the
country. There will also be
established nine regional
offices of the forest industry
under the Ministry of
Environment and Natural
Resources of Ukraine.
This reform aims
at establishing sound
financial basis for forestry,

Forestry
workers in
Ukraine…
nine regional
offices of the
forest industry
will be
established
under the
Ministry of
Environment
and Natural
Resources of
Ukraine.

implementation of effective
monitoring system,
increase of productivity and
investments, and elimination
of corruption.
Working standards, forest
management, well-functioning
fire safety, regulated system
of rational use of forests are
important components in
creating a comprehensive
approach to establish
the ecologically-friendly
environment in Ukraine.
Given that investments
in forest industry in Ukraine
were just around 0.3 USD
per hectare, compared to 24
USD per hectare in the EU,
effective management of the
Ukrainian forest industry will
require significant support
from the government of
Ukraine and an international
engagement – first of all
European forest protection
agencies and organisations,
and companies around the
world that are interested in
forest-related businesses
(e.g., energy pellets, etc.) to
become part of these projects
in Ukraine.
Due to the impact of
the Russian aggression on

Exclusive by

VOLODYMYR
SHALKIVSKYI

Deputy Head of Mission
Embassy of Ukraine in Australia

the status of the national
economy and state finances,
Ukraine will require substantial
assistance from its partners
in order to support dynamic
development of the forest
industry along with the
expansion of forest areas in
the country.
Under the current
conditions, there are new
opportunities for Ukraine in
the European timber market.
In particular, there are several
opportunities for Ukrainian
wood exporters.
As far as the main importing
countries of Russian and
Belarusian timber are

Ukraine can seize the
moment to take new export
niches. At the same time,
the experts believe that the
greatest potential for Ukraine’s
exports of wood are China,
India, and Egypt.
[Editor’s note: Ukraine’s
forest cover of 10.4 million
ha is concentrated mainly in
the Polissya and Ukrainian
Carpathians with growing
stock estimated at 2.1 billion
cub m. Main species are pine
(Pinus silvestris), oak (Quercus
robur), beech (Fagus silvatica),
spruce (Picea abies) and birch
(Betula pendula), There is no
doubt that in the conditions of
war and after its end the need
for further scientific support
for forestry activities will grow
exponentially.
Australian foresters have
also established independent
contact and linkages with
the sector in Ukraine so they
can formulate a continuing
dialogue and a plan of action.
Initiatives include advice to
the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Forestry
Australia’s international
support project; identifying
specialist Forestry Australia
scientists to address Ukraine
forestry needs to date; and
the offer of ongoing support
and mutual cooperation.
Driven by foresters
such as Victoria-based
Richard McCarthy and Dr
Gary Bacon in Brisbane,
communication linkages have
been established with fellow
foresters and government
forestry administrations in
Ukraine].
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Renewable. Sustainable.
Secure. Reliable.

INDUSTRY NEWS

VIDA Canfor is a global supplier of refined products
from sustainable Swedish and Canadian forest and
are a stable supplier of roof trusses, wall elements
and finished modules in wood. All raw material
from VIDA Canfor sawmills are produced with
both the highest quality and the environment
considered where we are PEFC and FSC Certified.
VIDA Canfor offer the following products:
• Structural framing – MGP10/MGP12/F5
• Primed weatherboards
• Solid battens
• Decking
• H3 LOSP frame
• Plus DTL facilities for precision docking

Please contact our experienced and motivated staff
to find out how we can help your business.

P: 07 3147 8790

• Deliveries & pickups: 6.30 am to 3.00 pm
• Office hours: 7.00 am to 4.00 pm
For more information contact:
VIDA WOOD AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
41 Inghams Place, Hemmant QLD 4174 Australia
P: 07 3147 8790 | E. sales@vidawood.com
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VIDA

MADE IN SWEDEN

CANFOR

MADE IN CANADA

INDUSTRY NEWS

$15 million in grants available to assist
native forest industry small businesses
South-West small businesses
with links to the native forest
industry will be able to apply
for a grant of up to $400,000
through the Western
Australian Government's
Small Business Development
and Diversification program
from November 4.

South-West small
businesses to
apply for a grant
through the WA
Government's
$15 million
Small Business
Development and
Diversification
program.

The $15 million program which opens this Friday - is
designed to assist secondary
businesses that have a
reliance on the native timber
industry but do not have a
direct contract with the Forest
Products Commission.
Grants provided through the
program will help businesses
remain open, diversify, or
expand into new business
streams.
The Small Business
Development and
Diversification program is
part of the Industry and
Community Development
Programs, which are the third
and final pillar of the Western
Australian Government's
$80 million Native Forestry
Transition plan.
Funded by an additional
$30 million announced in
the 2022-23 State Budget,
the Industry and Community
Development Programs also
include:

THESE GRANTS
WILL SUPPORT
OUR BUSINESS
COMMUNITY

The grants will help support local businesses involved in the forestry industry.

• $10 million
New Industry
Development
Grants program

“These grants will support
our business community
through this transition, and
ensure our towns' local
economies remain robust,”
Warren-Blackwood MLA Jane
Kelsbie said.

• $4 million
Community Small
Grants Fund
program

“This is an opportunity for
small businesses to expand,
re-invigorate, and thrive while
helping to create more jobs in
our region.

• $1 million
Closure of
Impacted
Businesses
program
The programs
were developed in
consultation with
Businesses involved in the forestry industry
the Native Forestry have welcomed the funding announcement
Transition Group,
small businesses is one of the
local government
best ways we can help make
authorities, the Forest
sure South-West communities
Industries Federation of WA,
the Australian Workers' Union, continue to grow and prosper
and the Regional Chambers of into the future,” Forestry
Minister Dave Kelly said.
Commerce and Industry.
“We know that support for

“Not only are
we helping small
businesses linked
to the native forest
industry stay open,
but we are also
supporting them to
diversify, expand
and innovate,” Mr
Kelly said.

“I encourage all eligible

"I know many people are
excited about the opportunity
these grants present for their
businesses.
“I’m proud of the
assistance we are providing
to local businesses and
encourage those eligible to
apply,” she said.
Applications for the Small
Business Development and
Diversification program close
31 January 2023.

HAVE SOME NEWS TO SHARE?
You can now send your news to another dedicated email address -

news@timberandforestryenews.com

Share media releases, news stories, events, and any timber and
forestry news related information with us anytime.

Contact Nicky Ainley today...
news@timberandforestryenews.com
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ENGINEERED TIMBER

SCAN TO WATCH

Enabler of the transition from green metric tonnes to cubic
metres, and reduction of the required number of log truck
movements. (Forico, Tasmania)

HIGH-PRECISION
VOLUME
MEASUREMENTS

BIOMETRIC
CHARACTERISTICS
ESTIMATION

FULLY
AUTOMATIC
SYSTEM

DELIVERED
IN REAL TIME
CONTACT US
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ON THE ROAD WITH ORSON WEILS H6 ULTRA HYBRID HAVAL

China’s gung-ho price-beater SUV stakes claim
THE rickshaw was still a
common means of transport
in Shanghai when I visited
China’s most populous city
during a timber trade mission
in 1985.
Long departed as a
commercial ‘taxi’, they were
outlawed many years ago,
with just a few survivors
darting down alleyways – still
of quaint interest to tourists –
to make way for today’s three
million motorcars on a road
network of 18,000 km.
But people still drive like a
bat out of hell; they cut you off
and e-bikes run red lights.
When a city develops as fast
as Shanghai (pop.28.5 million)
there are bound to be major
bottlenecks.
Citizens sit in traffic jams
every day and drivers regularly
break the laws. No one beats
the crap out of them or runs
them off the road in a fit of
rage. Everyone just gets on
with it.
We must put this down to
the incredible patience of the
Chinese …which takes us to
Madam Wang Fengying, CEO
and deputy chair of Great Wall
Motor, the biggest seller of
SUVs in China based in Hebei,
Madam Wang boasts the
H6 Ultra Hybrid Haval – which
we tested last week – can
overtake Toyota, the local

expensive front-drive RAV4 by
around $4000, and the most
expensive all-wheel drive by
$10,000.
There’s more than just the
price. With 179 kW of power
and 530 Nm of torque, it
channels a whopping 210 Nm
more than the turbocharged
petrol H6 through the front
wheels – and is backed
by a 5.2 litres per 100 km
fuel economy claim on the
combined cycle.
The H6 Ultra Hybrid Haval… clawing back some of the global dominance
of Toyota.

market leader for the past
three decades.
“Haval is the Number 1 SUV
brand in China, and we have
the confidence that, over time,
it can grow to be the number
one SUV brand in Australia,”
she says, and adds: “It will
take time to achieve, but the
goal has been set. Chinese are
noted for their patience.”
The Chinese will have to
be very patient if they want
to be a significant player in
the Australian market. Still,
China feverishly sent hundreds
of containers of SUVs here
prior to and during Covid,
making a killing as social
distancing forced other car
factories around the globe
to shut operations. Also,
an acute shortage of semi-

conductors has put the brakes
on assembly lines. Four million
cars have been wiped off
production schedules this year.
So, what about this Oriental
intruder? Well, the Haval
hybrid – made in Thailand on a
production line formerly used
for the Holden Colorado ute –
gets around, launched also in
USA, Argentina, Bangladesh,
Bulgaria, New Zealand, South
Africa, Tunisia, Côte d'Ivoire,
Chile, Paraguay, Ecuador,
Egypt, Guatemala, Bolivia,
Peru, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
Zimbabwe, UAE, Pakistan,
USA,], Iraq, Iran and, who
knows, São Tomé?
I’s available in one fullyloaded trim level and
features a drive-away price
that undercuts the most

Rear seat space is, well,
spacious – greater than most
mid-sized SUVs. With the rear
seats upright the H6 has a
claimed boot capacity of 600
L, one of the largest in the
class. This expands to 1485
L with the rear seats folded
down.
Nothing amiss with the
add-ons either: 12.3-in.
touch screen infotainment
display; wired Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto; LED
headlights, daytime running
lights and tail lights; leatherwrapped steering wheel;
black leatherette upholstery;
dual-zone climate control;
eight-speaker sound system;
power tailgate; panoramic
sunroof; and eight-way power
passenger’s seat and more
high-tech bits than a box of
Chinese checkers.
At $45,990 drive-away deals
are being done.
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