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THE Australian forest 
industry’s continued 
participation in the carbon 
market is essential if the 
Albanese government is 
to achieve its ambitious 
emissions reduction targets, 
says Australian Forest 
Products Association CEO 
Ross Hampton.

Responding to concerns 
raised in the media this week 
by independent ACT senator 
David Pocock about recent 
federal government changes 
to boost the participation of 
new timber plantations in 
the carbon market via the 
Emissions Reduction Fund, 
Mr Hampton said Australia 
urgently needed more timber 
plantations – not only to help 
fight climate change but also 
to produce much-needed 
timber for housing and fibre 
to replace plastics.

A clash over carbon 
emissions will decide a 
crucial Senate vote on the 
federal government’s climate 
change bill in an attempt by 
crossbench senators to strike 
down rules that offer financial 
rewards to schemes that 
claim to help the environment 
by planting trees.

Climate Change Minister 
Chris Bowen declared on 
Sunday he was “very, very 
confident” the government 
would gain the numbers in 
the upper house to pass the 
bill and its 43% emissions 
reduction target, but he is 
yet to secure the crossbench 
support needed for a majority.

The latest pressure point 
is a row over rules in parts 
of the $4.5 billion Emission 
Reduction Fund that offer 
Australian carbon credit 
units to rural projects that 
develop new plantations or 
plant new trees to replace 
timber cleared from existing 
plantations.

Senators including David 
Pocock of the ACT and Jacqui 
Lambie of Tasmania want to 
halt changes to the ACCU 

rules before they go ahead 
because they believe the 
projects may not deliver the 
promised cuts to greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Ross Hampton said planting 
production trees would make 
an enormous contribution to 
the government’s emission 
reduction targets, which had 
the ambition of one billion 
new plantings delivering up 
to 500 megatonnes of CO2-e 
by 2050.

“A new report just last 
week highlighted that 
demand for new housing 

in Australia will rise from 
an average of 183,000 new 
dwellings per annum to 
an average of 259,000 per 
annum by 2050, driving 
huge demand for timber,” Mr 
Hampton said.

“To bridge the supply gap, 
Australia needs to meet the 
One Billion New Production 
Trees goal and not rely on 
vastly increased imports to 
fill the gap – imports which 
are becoming more uncertain 
as the whole world looks to 
use more timber to be more 
climate friendly.”

AFPA will continue to work 
with Senator David Pocock 
to ensure forestry projects 
under the ERF can continue 
to deliver positive climate 
and timber and fibre supply 
outcomes.

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 
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HOUSING
NEEDS DRIVE
HUGE DEMAND
FOR TIMBER

Forest industries participation in carbon market
vital to government’s emission reduction targets

Ross Hampton Chris Bowen David Pocock Jacqui Lambie 
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TIMBER skyscrapers up to 
50 storeys tall may soon dot 
Australian skylines in a push 
to decarbonise and revitalise 
urban construction.

Three separate plans have 
been submitted to build 
hybrid timber buildings in 
Perth and Sydney between 
180 m and 220 m.

Each would more than 
double the height of the 
current world record-holder, 
an 86.6-m apartment 
building in Milwaukee, USA.

Managing director of 
Grange Development James 
Dibble, whose proposal for a 
47-storey apartment building 
in Perth is before the state 
development panel, said 
hybrid technology put timber 
on par with concrete and 
steel.

“There is not really any 
limitation to height other 
than the limitation of physics 
like any other building, to be 
frank,” Mr Dibble said.

“I think a 350-m hybrid 

building is possible, which 
is almost twice the height 
of the Perth apartment 
building.”

The 180-m, 40-storey 
Atlas Sian headquarters in 
Sydney is already approved 
for construction this year. 
Two other planned timber 

skyscrapers are before state 
development panels.

Cement and concrete 
manufacturing is estimated 
to produce about 8% of 
the world's greenhouse 
emissions, whereas timber 
naturally sequesters carbon, 
even after the tree has been 
cut down.

James Dibble 
estimates his 
planned Perth 
tower, which 
is marketed as 
carbon-negative, 
will cost “about 
9%” more than 
a wholly steel 
and concrete 
structure.

“But there’s 
got to be a 
recognition 
that the built 
environment is 
one of the three 
main contributors 
to climate 

change,” he said.

“We’ve seen huge 
evolution in terms of animal 
agriculture and transport 
and not very much has been 
done [in construction].

“And I would remind 
everyone that you can’t grow 
concrete. If concrete was 
a country, it’d be the third 
highest emitter in the world."

Besides eco-marketing, 
timber’s big selling point 
is its aesthetic value – a 
natural counterpoint to the 
sterile greys and whites that 
dominate urban design.
(With extracts from ABC news)

INDUSTRY NEWS

1/   The tallest timber building in 
the world will rise in Perth, if  
approved, after a $350-million 
development application was 
lodged by Melbourne’s Grange 
Development.
2   James Dibble… proposal for a 
47-storey apartment building in 
Perth is before the state  
development panel.

1

2

Timber skyscrapers reaching record heights in a new
push to decarbonise and revitalise urban construction

I WOULD REMIND
EVERYONE THAT
YOU CAN’T GROW
CONCRETE

https://events.humanitix.com/australian-forest-industries-gala-dinner
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EUCALYPTS are an 
Australian icon embracing 
almost 1000 native 
species. Eucalyptus 
regnans, the mountain 
ash, was crowned 2022 
Eucalypt of the Year.

Now an incredibly rare 
eucalypt found in some 
of the most densely 
developed areas of Sydney 
has been confirmed as a 
new species.

The yet-to-be formally 
named species is a 
shrubby type of eucalypt 
with cup-shaped fruit and 
is found in the Hills district 
in Sydney's north-west.

“It’s an unassuming 
eucalyptus tree,” Australian 
Institute of Botanical Science 
scientist Trevor Wilson said.

“It’s not too tall, it is 
actually a mallee which 
means it doesn’t have a main 
trunk system. It looks very 
shrubby.”

It was first spotted in the 

suburbs in the 1990s, but it is 
only now that scientists can 
say with certainty that it is a 
distinctive new species.

“It’s been a long time 
coming,” Dr Wilson said.

“The problem was that it 
was never known whether 
or not it was a hybrid, like 
a cross between two other 
species, or whether it was a 
distinct species on its own.”

To answer that question, 
the Australian Institute of 
Botanical Science used 
genomic sequencing to 
identify key differences from 
other types of eucalypt and 
understand more about its 
evolutionary history.

Dr Wilson said the results 
showed, not only was it not a 
hybrid of two other species, 
it was more distantly-related 
than expected.

“That means we’ve 
identified quite a distinct, 

more unexpected 
amount of 
biodiversity, 
just sitting at 
the doorstep of 
Sydneysiders.”

There are 
estimated to be 
just 14 populations 
made up of 
700 individual 
specimens left 
in Sydney. Being 
close to urban 
development and 
land clearing. It 
puts the ‘find’ in 
extreme jeopardy. 

Now it will get its own name 
and formal description which 
scientists hope will boost 
conservation efforts.

Seedlings at the Australian 
Botanic Garden Mount Annan 
are being grown to plant in 
secret locations. But many 
of the seedlings grown from 
seeds collected from the 
‘Cattai’ species turned out to 
be hybrids.

Trevor Wilson says the 
flower buds help identify 
the tree as a new species 
of eucalypt. Given the low 
number of specimens in the 
wild, he says it is no wonder 
that many of the trees have 
become “frisky” with other 
species to survive.

Hybridisation is rare in 
the animal world, but it is 
quite common between 
closely-related plant species. 
Eucalypts are notorious for 
being promiscuous and will 
readily receive pollen from 
other eucalypt species.

“They are certainly often 
not choosy when it comes to 
mating,” Dr Wilson said.

While it may be a natural 

TREE SCIENCE

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483 

tabmatraining.edu.au

TA B M A  T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions

Flexible training delivery

Highly skilled trainers

NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450 
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE 

EUCALYPTS ARE
CERTAINLY NOT
CHOOSY WHEN IT
COMES TO MATING

An unassuming eucalypt… Dr Trevor Wilson inspects seedlings of the yet-to-be-named rare 
eucalypt discovered in the suburbs of Sydney.

Discovery of promiscuous new eucalypt in Sydney
‘long time coming’ after genomic sequencing tests
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Celebrating sustainably 
grown, Australian made 

timber products.
Responsible Wood is proud to partner with Sustainable Choice.

Your trust mark for certified Australian timber.

responsiblewood.org.au

Responsible Wood certified  
Axiom Lighting and Axis Design,  
a licensee of Fine Timber Tasmania  
showcasing Sassafras lampshade.
Photo: Ian Hewitt. 

APPOINTMENTS AND EVENTS

Henri Baillères takes top research position at Scion
A WOOD scientist well 
known in Queensland 
as a leader of the forest 
products innovation team 
at the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
has been appointed new 
general manager of the 
forest and timber products 
division at the New Zealand 
government’s research 
institute Scion, based in 
Rotorua.

Dr Henri Baillères has 
deep research and industry 
experience in forestry and 
wood product innovation and 
most recently was product 
development manager 
at Hyne Timber drawing 
on his knowledge in the 
manufacture, optimisation 
and application of cross 
laminated timber and glulam 
products.

Dr Baillères has also 
worked on forestry and wood 
product projects in several 
countries in Asia, the Pacific 
and Africa.

Chief executive Dr Julian 
Elder has welcomed Dr 
Baillères to the Scion team.

“He is well known to us 
having visited Scion a number 
of times, and his international 
industry leadership in 
advanced timber engineering 
will further strengthen our 
world-leading forest to timber 
products impact area,” Dr 
Elder said.

Dr Baillères says it is an 
honour and a privilege to 
join the Scion team, which 
enjoys a strong international 
reputation and leadership 
position in many areas of 
research with a wide range of 

high-level work.

“Scion's ambitious strategy 
for New Zealand will be 
transformational and paving 
the way for the development 
of a thriving new bio-
economy,” he said.

Dr Baillères was born 
in Toulouse, France, the 

European capital of the 
aeronautics and space 
industry. His scientific 
career began with CIRAD 
(French Agricultural Research 
Centre for International 
Development) studying 
the structural properties of 
wood from hybrid eucalyptus 
plantations in the Congo. 
He has published widely in 
forest and wood science and 
engineering.

His qualifications are a 
PhD (wood science from 
the University of Bordeaux), 
an MSc in wood science 
(Paris-Saclay University) and 
a Master of Engineering 
in Wood Industry and 
Technology (University of 
Lorraine, France). He is a 
Fellow of the International 
Academy of Wood Science.

Dr Henri Baillères… important 
role as leader of forest and timber 
products research at Scion in New 
Zealand.

Grassroots campaigner Cathy McGowan for Forestry Australia talks
FORESTRY Australia has 
released the final program 
for its 2022 symposium 
– Leading, Adapting and 
Reimagining, the Future 
of Forestry – to be held in 
Albury, NSW, in person and 
online from October 20 to 22.

Joining an impressive line-
up of keynote and invited 
speakers, Cathy McGowan, 

former independent MP for 
Indi in northeast Victoria, will 
present on politics and policy 
to expand the forestry estate.

Ms McGowan’s grassroots 
campaigns sparked nation-
wide interest in the potential 
of community-based, 
independent politicians 
to chart a new course for 
Australian democracy, 

demonstrating that 
when politics relates to a 
community, the power of a 
community is unleashed.

Symposium speakers 
also include Andrew Lang, 
secretary, Farm Forest 
Growers Victoria, Paul 
Millen, project manager, 
New Zealand Dryland 
Forests Initiative, and Penny 

Wells, CEO, Private Forests 
Tasmania.

Joining Ms McGowan 
in the session are Jennifer 
Bradley from the Clean 
Energy Regulator, Ross 
Hampton, CEO, Australian 
Forest Products Association, 
and Dr Kevin Harding, 
Australian Forest Growers 
president.

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
https://www.sustainablechoice.com/brand/responsible-wood/
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TIMBER Queensland has 
announced the recipients of 
its Growth Scholarship Awards 
Program for 2022-23.

Strategic relations manager 
Clarissa Brandt said the 
inaugural program invited early 
and mid-career professionals 
and skilled workers to submit 
details of a proposed learning 
project that would enhance 
their career and benefit local 
industry.

“To have a timber engineer, 
an operations and production 
worker, a forester and a forest 
scientist receive awards met 
one of the goals that Timber 
Queensland and Michael 
Kennedy, CEO of Scholarship 
Foundation partner Kennedy’s 
Timber, put in place for the 
awards,” Mrs Brandt said.

“We strongly encouraged 
people working in forestry 
and wood processing and 
manufacturing operations 
to apply and advance 
their careers, just as we 
encouraged those in forest 
science and technical 
development to make an 
application,” she said.

The recipients of the 2022-
2023 award recipients and 
their projects are:

• $10,000 Kennedy’s Timber 
Award – Adam Faircloth 
(Vibroacoustic Study Tour).

• $5000 AKD Award 
– Chandan Kumar 
(Understanding silvicultural 
and environmental factors 
affecting density and stiffness 
of Queensland’s southern 
pine plantations).

• $5000 HQPlantations 
Award – Brendan Foster 
(Refocusing the future of 
Queensland’s forests).

• $2500 DTM Timber Award 

– Darcy Oborne (Certificate IV 
in human resources).

Recipient of the Kennedy’s 
Timber Award Adam Faircloth, 
a research engineer at the 
Queensland Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 
said he was excited with the 
outcome and was already 
planning to implement his 
learning project.

“The aim of my study tour 
across Australia and New 
Zealand is to gain an insight 
into perceived challenges, 
R&D opportunities and current 
achievements in the field of 
vibroacoustic assessment and 
bring what knowledge I find 
back to Queensland,” Adam 
said.

Michael Kennedy, CEO, 
Kennedy’s Timber, said he 
was impressed with Adam 
Faircloth’s topic and his 
decision to submit an idea for 
a learning project.

“I’m pleased to support 
individual ambition which 
will enhance the future of 
Queensland’s forest and 
timber industry,” Mr Kennedy 
said.

“This year’s awards are the 
first step in our long-term 
commitment to work with 

Timber Queensland to help 
expand the depth of local 
knowledge and expertise, 
and develop people who are 
committed to our sustainable 
industry,” he said.

AKD award recipient Dr 
Chandan Kumar will be 
seconded at HQPlantations’ 
Toolara forest to work 
with researchers from 
HQPlantations and the 
University of the Sunshine 
Coast.

“My learning project 
will allow me to work with 
industry professionals and 
learn more about forest 
management and silvicultural 
operations of pine plantations 
in-situ with an aim to improve 
the quality and value of wood 
that we can get from these 
resources,” said Dr Kumar.

“My ultimate goal is to 
become a world-renowned 
scientist and a leader 
and expert through my 
industry-relevant research, 
publications, skills and 
collaboration. I would like 
to provide innovative and 
sustainable solutions to 
timber users, growers, and 
processors to promote the 
use of timber, optimise 

processing and the growing 
of timber to maximise profit 
and environmental benefits,” 
he said.

Brendan Foster, a forester 
based in Jimna, has received 
the HQPlantations Award and 
hopes to seek inspiration from 
a study tour to Finland and 
Sweden.

“In a practical sense I would 
like to see what is being done 
on the ground at the moment 
in terms of cutting-edge 
silviculture mechanisation and 
improvements to harvest and 
extraction,” Brendan said.

“This opportunity provides 
an avenue to gain more 
international insights into how 
forestry is carried out around 
the world,” he said.

“This will be of 
assistance to my employer 
HQPlantations, and potentially 
other Queensland foresters 
as we strive for more efficient 
operations as part of our 
culture of innovation.”

Long-term AKD employee 
Darcy Oborne has been 
working in operations and 
production roles throughout 
his career.

ADVANCING CAREERS IN INDUSTRY

Investing in industry’s future: Timber Queensland
announces 2022-23 Growth Scholarship recipients
‘Supporting individual ambition will enhance the future of Qld’s forest and timber industry’
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Chandan Kumar… understanding 
silvicultural and environmental 
factors. 

Brendan Foster… refocusing the 
future of Queensland’s forests. 

Darcy Oborne… Certificate IV in 
human resources. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022

TCA has a clear view to the future

SEPTEMBER
11-16: Gottstein Trust 
Understanding Wood 
Science Course – Sunday 
evening, September 11, 
2022, in Albury, NSW, for 
the field trip component, 
ending on Friday, September 
16, in Canberra. The course 
is fully booked and a wait 
list is operating on a first-in-
first-served basis. Delivered 
in partnership with the ANU. 
The course program can 
be downloaded at www.
gottsteintrust.org

14: AFPA’s gala dinner – 
Great Hall, Parliament House, 
Canberra, ACT. Time: 6 pm-10 
pm. Dress code business 
attire.  To take advantage of 
the 15% discount, guests can 
visit their web sites directly 
and follow the links to make 
a reservation. Enquiries 0408 
404 764 or email enquiries@
ausfpa.com.au

26-29: Malaysian Timber 
Council (MTC) Marketing 
Mission – Sydney and 
Melbourne. Executives from 
MTC will be visiting to liaise 
with timber supply chain 
representatives, including 
hosting meetings and visiting 
wholesale and manufacturing 
facilities. Further information 
to follow. Enquiries to John 
Halkett on 0417 421 187 or 
email: john.halkett@atif.asn.au

OCTOBER
12: Australian Timber 
Importers Federation Board 
meeting – Brisbane, QLD.  
For further information contact 
John Halkett on 0417 421 187 
or email: john.halkett@atif.asn.
au

20-22: Forestry Australia 
Symposium – Mantra Hotel, 
Albury, NSW, and online. 
Theme: Leading, Adapting 
and Reimagining the Future 
for Forestry.Closing keynote 

address by corporate speaker 
James O'Loughlin, one of 
Australia's most respected, 
entertaining and experienced 
corporate speakers. Early bird 
registrations close August 10. 
Take advantage of discounted 
fees for in person and virtual 
registration and register early. 
Contact Forestry Australia on 
+61 3 7065 4252 or email: 
conference@forestry.org.au 
Visit www.forestry.org.au 

26-28: DANA-Gingko Global 
Woodchip and Biomass 
Trade Conference – Marriott 
Singapore Tang Plaza Hotel, 
Singapore. Includes post-
conference field trip to inspect 
chip and wood pellet mills in 
Vietnam. Field trip places are 
limited and preference will be 
given to those registering for 
the conference. Information 
on the conference and 
field trip is on danaevents.
co.nz/2022singapore/ or 
contact Mariela Ferrari at 

marielaferrari.e@gmail.com 

28: TABMA Australia NSW 
awards gala evening – Le 
Montage Lilyfield NSW.  
Nominations and ticket sales 
open later this month, so look 
out for further information. 
Contact Alicia Oelkers on 0418 
449 031 or free phone 1300 
693 483.

NOVEMBER
18-19: Fast & Forward 
Forestry Expo – Rotorua, 
New Zealand. New Zealand’s 
first event of its kind, Fast & 
Forward Forestry brings the 
forestry industry together, 
showcasing the contribution 
the sector makes to the 
New Zealand economy. Visit: 
www.fica.org.nz/fast-and-
forward-expo or contact the 
Forest Industry Contractors 
Association Email: office@fica.
org.au or phone (New Zealand 
only) 0800 342 269.

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

“Recently with the support 
of AKD and my manager, I’ve 
started to move my interest 
into human resources, 
recruitment and training,” 
Darcy said.

The DTM Timber Award 
will support Darcy, who told 
the selection committee he 
is passionate about building 
a sustainable workforce, 
developing others and 
creating a culture where 
people can thrive and stay 
engaged in the work that  
they do.

Darcy will use his award to 
undertake a Certificate IV in 
Human Resources.

Clarissa Brandt said 
designing and facilitating the 
Growth Scholarship program 
had been a rewarding 
experience.

“We are very pleased with 
the success of our inaugural 
year with the scholarship 
program,” she said.

“It would not have 
been possible without our 
foundation partner Kennedy’s 
Timber, diamond partners 
AKD and HQPlantations and 

our ruby partner DTM Timber.

“We would like to thank all 
our partners for their gracious 
support of this annual 
program.

“We would also thank 
all of the applicants for the 
awards and encourage them 
to continue their desire 
for ongoing learning and 
development, as well as the 
industry stakeholders who 
assisted with the selection 
process.

“Importantly, these awards 
are intended to provide 
a broad range of learning 

experiences and we will be 
emphasising this flexibility to 
future applicants.

“Overall, we are pleased 
to be investing in the future 
of our industry by promoting 
learning experiences and 
promoting the development of 
passionate people committed 
to the forest and timber 
industry in Queensland.”

On the cover: Adam Faircloth, 
$10,000 Kennedy’s Timber Award 
recipient, will study R&D  
opportunities and achievements 
in the field of vibroacoustic 
assessment across Australia and 
New Zealand. 
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GO-AHEAD plantation owner 
AKD has given its website a 
facelift… and says it’s more 
than skin deep!

National marketing manager 
Christine Briggs says that 
“both the structure and 
content of the company 
website – www.akd.com.
au – has been overhauled to 
make it easier to find relevant 
content for all visitors, as well 
as providing more current 
company information on our 
products, processes, and 
activities.”

Highlights of the website 
include:

• Latest issue of Splinter 
newsletter published quarterly 
as an easy-to-read flipbook 
with back issues also available.

• New AKD stockist locator 
for builders and DIYers to 
source AKD products from 
a network of loyal partner 

customers.

• Updated and dedicated 
downloads section for 
easy access to all materials 
including current product 
SDSs, site certifications 
and product compliance 
information.

• “For past and new 
visitors to the website, AKD 
is very proud of its strategic 
expansion in plantation forest 

ownership and development 
and the latest about this can 
be found under the ‘Forestry 
Our Plantations’ tab,” Christine 
said.

AKD owns and manage 
10,000 h of sustainably grown 
radiata pine plantations, 
spread across areas of 
western Victoria, situated 
in three specific regions 
Otway and Ballarat, and the 

Green Triangle. These 
plantations were 
established to support 

the company’s Colac 
sawmills.

AKD recently 
purchased new land in 
the Oberon and Tumut 

areas of New South Wales, 
soon to be established into 
radiata pine plantations for the 
company’s sawmills in these 
regions.

INDUSTRY NEWS

AKD website includes product  
information brochure downloads 
for major product brands such 
as AKD Framing & Terminator 
AKD Endura and AKD Ironwood.

AKD’s new website facelift more than skin deep

http://www.akd.com.au
http://www.akd.com.au
http://www.tabma.com.au/events
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THE University of the 
Sunshine Coast recently 
hosted its second face-to-
face workshop on statistical 
process control for the 
wood products industry 
in cooperation with the 
Engineered Wood Products 
Association of Australasia and 
Forest and Wood Products 
Australia.

The workshop was last 
offered in person in 2019 
at the University of South 
Australia at the Mount 
Gambier campus before Covid 
intervened.

“A series of three on-line 
workshops were held in 2021, 
but the Queensland event 
was the first chance to get 
together and interact,” said 
Professor Jeffrey Morrell, 
director, National Centre for 

Timber Durability & Design 
Life at USC.

Dr Tim Young of the 
University of Tennessee 
delivered an introductory 

statistics overview and then 
moved to more specific tools 
for assessing product quality.

His current focus areas in 
data sciences are advanced 
analytical modelling, machine 
learning and AI applications; 
data fusion and total data 
quality management; and 
statistical visualisation and 
real-time predictive analytics. 

Dr Young has four years of 
manufacturing experience 
with the Georgia-Pacific 
Corporation.  He has 
participated in grants from 
the private and public sectors 
totalling more than $48 
million and has successfully 
mentored more than 31 M.S. 
and Ph.D. graduate students 
combined. 

He presented to 15 students 
from AKD, Borg, Hyne, 
Laminex, Wesbeam, Wespine 
and X-lam who gathered at the 
USC campus.

WOOD SCIENCE

US data science expert lectures on the wonder of data
plotting at USC’s statistical process control workshop

1/   Participants in the statistical 
process control workshop gather 
on the USC campus with Dr Tim 
Young, University of Tennessee 
(kneeling in front). 
2/   Dr Tim Young works with 
Jaskirat Marwah (AKD), and James 
Szabadics (Wespine) on the  
wonders of data plotting..

1

2

WOOD
YOU LIKE TO KNOW?

The Timber Industry in Australia

DAY 1
WoodSolutions MIDRISE TIMBER CONSTRUCTION TOUR
+ 2 CPD Presentations (8 CPD points)

- Building a sustainable future presented by Weathertex

- How to guide for specifying sculptured walls & ceilings presented by Sculptform

HOLMESGLEN INSTITUTE, 
CHADSTONE

WEDNESDAY

24th August

Max. 60 people

DAY 2
A DAY WITH KEY TIMBER INDUSTRY EXPERTS
+ Cocktail function with special guest Adam Dovile

Trends & Priorities 
impacting the Built 
Environment Sector

Moving from 
Sustainable to Full 

Transparency

Pathway to 
Compliance with 

Timber

Outlook of Australian 
Forestry & Timber 

Products

Biophilic Design is 
Changing the 
Environment

Jorge Chapa
Green Building 

Council of Australia

David Baggs
Global GreenTag

Boris Iskra
FWPA

Tim Woods
Industry Edge

David Rowlinson
Planet Ark

SCULPTFORM DESIGN STUDIO

THURSDAY

25th August

50 Queen St, Melbourne VIC
Max. 100 people

Meet and greet cocktail function 
with special guest Adam Dovile
The Ultimate Renewable™ Ambassador

#woodyouliketoknow

woodyouliketoknow.com.au

REGISTER & LEARN MORE NOW

Both days + 
Cocktails$99 Day 2 + 

Cocktails$79 Day 2 
Livestream$39

VIEW PROGRAM

VIEW PROGRAM

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/cc/wood-you-like-to-know-24th-25th-august-2022-954509
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MORE than 200 stakeholders 
have participated in 
Responsible Wood workshops 
and meetings, launching the 
new AS / NZS 4708:2021 
standard for Sustainable 
Forest Management both in 
Australia and New Zealand.

Sustainability manager Matt 
de Jongh has spent a week in 
Victoria and Mount Gambier, 
SA, following a series of 
workshops and meetings in 
Tasmania, Western Australia, 
Queensland, New South 
Wales and New Zealand.

In December last year, 
Responsible Wood published 
the latest version of the AS/
NZS 4708:2021 Standard 
for Sustainable Forest 
Management requirements.

Many stakeholders so far 
have downloaded a copy 
of the standard from the 
Responsible Wood website.

“It is important to 
communicate with certificate 
holders on the key changes 
to the new standard and that 
there is a two-year transition 
period,” Mr de Jongh said.

“These workshops and 
meetings are an opportunity 
for certificate holders to better 

understand the new standard 
… but also allow them 
important discussions that 
generate many questions and 
answers,” he said.

“The website is a reference 
point for certificate holders 
and will be updated as 
new information becomes 
available.”

Mr de Jongh said certificate 
holders were also encouraged 
to refer to the ‘transition 
policy’ for the new standard, 
which could be found at 
www.responsiblewood.org.
au/resources/

Certificate holders have until 
March 10, 2024, to transition 
to the new standard.

For more information  
visit www.responsiblewood.
org.au

FOREST MANAGEMENT

phenomenon, scientists want 
to increase the numbers of 
the original species and are 
using genomic sequencing 
to identify genetically ‘pure’ 
seedlings to translocate to 
nearby suitable habitat.

“That’s one way we 
can actually improve the 

resilience of some of these 
populations to maximise 
their survival in the wild,” Dr 
Wilson said.

The institute has partnered 
with Jiangsu University 
in China and the NSW 
government's Saving 
our Species program to 
undertake the project.

Dr Samantha Yap of the 
Institute’s Research Centre 
for Ecosystem Resilience 
said confirmation that it 
was a distinct species was 
significant. She said genetic 
studies were increasingly 
being used to overcome 
some of the roadblocks in the 
way of species discovery.

“For effective conservation, 
the first step should be to 
assess what’s a rare species 
and what is not, and a 
genetic study presents a very 
effective approach,” she said.

“Once it’s known to be 
rare, we must then focus 
efforts to save it.”

(With extracts from ABC Radio).

From P 4

COMMUNICATING
WITH CERTIFICATE
HOLDERS ON CHANGES

More than 200 stakeholders in Australia, NZ are
briefed on new RW forest management standard

1/   South Australian workshop attendees, from left, Matt de Jongh (Responsible Wood), Gerald Harvey  
(SFMES), Jai Yi (SFMES), Neil Winkley (PF Olsen), Jacqui Doloughan (GTFP), Greg Kenny (Borgs), Suzanne 
Crowe (Borgs), Vicki Charlton (OneFortyOne), Janeth Mackenzie (OneFortyOne), Emma-Kate Griffiths (TPPL), 
Roland Freyer (Southwest Fibre) and Jim O’Hehir (University of South Australia).
2/   A sustainably-managed OneFortyOne, Responsible Wood certified pine plantation near Mount Gambier, 
with Responsible Wood sustainability manager Matt de Jongh, ForestrySA ranger Kieran Gosden, and Janeth 
Mackenzie and Cameron Shaw of OneFortyOne.
3/   Victorian workshop attendees, from left, Deepanwita Panda (OpalANZ), Matt de Jongh (Responsible Wood), 
Nicholas Veale (Australian Sustainable Hardwoods), Steven Fox (Midway), Ana Goncalves (VicForests), Deborah 
Kerr (Victorian – Australian Forest Products Association), Peter Evgenias (Australian Sustainable Hardwoods), 
Nick Broomhall (VicForests) and Julia Bertuol-Dias (OpalANZ).

3

2

1

http://www.responsiblewood.org.au/resources/
http://www.responsiblewood.org.au/resources/
http://www.responsiblewood.org.au
http://www.responsiblewood.org.au
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TIMBER Development UK 
has warned importers and 
buyers of birch plywood to 
ensure they don’t fall foul of 
sanctions on Russian wood, 
after it emerged that product 
containing Russian birch is 
being traded illegally through 
alternative trade channels.

Timber Development UK 
has been formed from the 
merger of two of the largest 
and longest established 
organisations in the supply 
chain, the Timber Trade 
Federation and Timber 
Research and Development 
Association.

Rumours of birch ply 
containing Russian wood 
being sold through unusual 
trade routes and countries 
have been circulating for 
months and members of 
the supply chain body have 
reported increasing offers of 
birch plywood coming from 

the Far East, 
particularly China. 
This, they say, 
is a “worrying 
development”.

“Given that 
birch forests are 
concentrated in 
northern Russia 
and Eurasia, it is 
almost certain the 
birch contained 
in the plywood 
being offered has 
in fact originated in 
Russia,” TDUK said.

“This is for two reasons. 
Firstly, China does not 
share the same view of the 
West regarding the Ukraine 
conflict. This means China 
has imposed no sanctions on 
Russia, with trade patterns 
continuing as they were prior 
to the conflict.

“As well as this, the 
increasing isolation of 

the Russian economy 
has provided a business 
opportunity for many Chinese 
timber suppliers, with 
sanction-stricken products 
such as Russian Birch now 
widely available for import and 
processing.

“Despite the birch plywood 
being processed in China, any 
timber originating from Russia 
is now illegal to import into the 
UK or the EU. Any member 

or non-member 
who imports birch 
plywood from 
outside of the EU 
runs a high risk of 
being in breach of 
UK sanctions.”

To tackle 
this, TDUK is 
writing directly 
to organisations 
offering to supply 
birch plywood 
from the Far East 
making them 

aware of both UK and EU 
sanctions.

TDUK stresses that should 
these products be found in the 
UK/EU market, the importer 
and all customers who have 
purchased these products 
will be subject to legal action, 
fines and reputational damage 
which would also impact 
their trading partners in the 
manufacturing country.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Plywood processing in China is under international scrutiny.

Russian birch ply finds back-door market in China

Tanalised® is a registered trademark of Arxada or its subsidiaries. ©2022 Arxada

Would you want to
enjoy this view for a 
few years or a lifetime
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TACKLING climate change is 
a very important topic at the 
moment and of course this 
week the government passed 
new targets in the lower 
house. 

We thought this was the 
perfect time to talk about 
the Carbon Warrior program 
with Nikita Gentle, FTMA’s 
marketing coordinator, who 
explains that we all have 
a role to play in the fight 
against climate change.

We discuss how timber is 
being recognised around the 
world for its ability to fight 
climate change and how 

Australia can take inspiration 
from these countries leading 
the way in climate action and 
introduce real and practical 
policies like the ‘Carbon 
Warrior Policy: 4 Steps 
Towards a Greener Future’

FTMA also wants all of you 
involved in the industry to 
recognise the role you play in 
addressing climate change, 
simply by locking up carbon 
in the timber frames and 
trusses you manufacture. 

I’d like to give a huge shout 
out to FTMA member Amy 
Ruediger, managing director 
of Ruediger Constructions in 
South Australia. Amy sent our 
Carbon Warrior Policy to her 

local members of parliament 
and not only did she receive 
a response from her local 
federal member, she sent it 
on to ministers responsible 
for climate action. 

We need more members to 
do this, and we need to get 
this policy and our podcast 
to all key decision-makers 

from local, state and federal 
governments.

So, be a proud Carbon 
Warrior and let’s create a 
greener future for all and 
please forward this message 
to your builders, colleagues 
and anyone else you think 
cares about the environment 
and wants to help tackle our 
climate crisis. 

For more information on 
Carbon Warrior, including the 
Carbon Warrior policy, visit 
carbonwarrior.com.au 

The episode will be 
available on fttime.
buzzsprout.com, Apple 
Podcasts, Spotify and other 
popular podcast apps.
• Kersten Gentle is 
CEO, Frame and Truss 
Manufacturer Association of 
Australia.

INDUSTRY AWARENESS

FTMA’s Carbon Warrior program gains ground
KERSTEN GENTLE

Amy Ruediger… spreading the 
Carbon Warrior Policy message.

INDUSTRY HAS
VITAL ROLE TO
PLAY IN CLIMATE
CHANGE

SINGAPORE CONFERENCE, 26 - 28 OCT + VIETNAM FIELD TRIP, 31 OCT - 1 NOV 2022.

GLOBAL WOODCHIP AND BIOMASS TRADE CONFERENCE AND FIELD TRIP
2022 DANA - GINGKO

GINGKO
CONSULTING

FOR WEBSITE    CLICK HERE   OR TO CONTACT ORGANISER    CLICK HERE   

2 1/2 Day Conference in Singapore with 7 major themes:
•	 Global	Wood	Chip	Trade:	Regional	user	and	supplier	updates.
•	 Details	of	the	>150	dedicated	woodchip	vessel	shipping	fleet.	
•	 Global	Biomass	Trade:	Regional	user	and	supplier	updates.
•	 Global	pulp-mill	status	and	expansions:	Market	pulp	trends.
•	 The	future	impact	of	Russia:	Woodchip	and	Biomass	Trade.
•	 The	Global	status	of	the	tree	based	carbon	credit	industry.	
•	 A	‘New	Projects,	New	Products’	panel.	

Register now 

for Vietnam 

Field Trip!

2 Day Vietnam Field Trip: 
	

Visit	chip	and	wood	pellet	
mills,	3	chip	export	ports	

and	2	plantations.	
Location:	Da	Nang,	Vietnam

https://danaevents.co.nz/2022singapore/
mailto:marielaferrari.e@gmail.com
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THE ENVIRONMENT

NSW NSW NSW QLD VIC SA
157 Briens Road

Northmead, 2152

t. 1800 577 551 

17-23 Longfeld Street

Lansvale, 2166

t. 1800 577 551 

4B/400 Moorebank Ave

Moorebank, 2170

t. 1800 577 551

Unit 3 / 153 Rossmanns Rd

Stapylton, 4207

t. (07) 3667 8217

372 Lower Dandenong Rd

Braeside, 3195

t. (03) 9034 3994

48 Lipson Street

Port Adelaide, 5015

t. (03) 9034 3994

Right products | Right time | Right price 

Visit us in person or online at www.ATSBP.com to learn more about how we can help you build better.

BUILD BETTER 
WITH ATS
At ATS Building Products,  
we understand that 
everything has to line up.  
Great projects – no matter 
the size – require a mix 
of quality, timeliness, & 
competitive pricing. 

You can count on our team 
to make sure your projects 
run efficiently and deliver 
value from start to finish.  
We are driven to help you 
do your best work.

http://www.ATSBP.com
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Vickie pulls rug from under $40m port plan

A CHERRY blossom is the 
flower from a Prunus tree, 
of which there are many 
different kinds.

They are found around 
the world and are especially 
common in regions in the 
northern hemisphere with 
temperate climates, including 
Japan, China, and Korea, as 
well as Nepal, India, Pakistan, 
Iran, and Afghanistan, and 
several 
areas across 
northern 
Europe.

Japan is 
particularly 
famous for its 
cherry flowers 
due to its large 
number of 
varieties and 
the nation-wide celebrations 
during the blooming season.

Different varieties of cherry 
blossoms bloom at different 
times, but most hit their peak 
in Tokyo at the end of March 
to the beginning of April. 
Cherry blossom festivals are 
held in many parks and castle 
grounds across Japan, but 
their beauty is also celebrated 
worldwide appearing in 
everything from traditional 
art and paintings to making a 
popular choice for wallpapers 
and even tattoos.

There is no tree more 
significant to the Japanese 
then the ornamental cherry, 

or Sakura.  The most popular 
is a five-petal Yoshino cherry, 
a compact deciduous tree 
with a blossom almost pure 
white, blushed with the 
palest pink near the stem. 
Flowers appear in spring 
before any leaves, so trees in 
full bloom are dazzling.

The transience of cherry 
blossom’s exquisite 
splendour, which lasts for 

less than a week, heightens 
the appreciation of its beauty 
and resonates with the 
Buddhist ideal of thriving in 
the present moment.

The delightful pursuit of 
viewing and picnicking under 
cherry blossom is called 
banami and goes back more 
than 1000 years. Originally an 
aristocratic diversion, banami 

parties took off in the 17th 
century, and now virtually 
everyone in Japan takes part.

At Tokyo’s Imperial Palace, 
for just a few days towards 
the end of March, the vast 
moat is dotted with couples 
in rowing boats leaving 
dark trails through the 
white scattering of floating 
blossom. At banami time 
city parks are bursting with 
families, while all school 
children and office workers 
expect, and are expected, 
to participate in mass social 
bonding.

Cherry trees are 
everywhere in Japan – 
outside most schools and 
public buildings, ion temples 
and along riverbanks – and 
they are planted not just 
for the splendour of the 
blossom, but also for the 
cultural, religious and even 
political importance, depicted 
on kimonos and stationery, 
on crockery, postage stamps, 
coins and even on people.

The Yoshino cherry is so 
intertwined with Japanese 
identity that it has been used 
as a potent rallying call for 
Japanese nationalism. The 
first kamikaze division had 
a sub-unit call Tamazakura 
or ‘wild cherry blossom’. 
Warriors were compared to 
Sakura blossoms – born to 
live brilliantly and die young.

THE WORLD OF TREES

With JOHN HALKETT

Sponsored by 
Forestry Corporation of NSW 

TALKING TREES

The largest manager of commercial 
plantations and native forests in NSW
Visit us at forestrycorporation.com.au

1

2

1/   Japanese cherry… hundreds of 
distinct native species and  
domesticated hybrids, with flowers 
ranging from white to deep  
crimson.
2/   Born to live brilliantly and die 
young… Kamikaze planes were 
painted to represent Sakura cherry 
blossoms..

Japan’s exquisite celebration: spectacular cherry
blossom  festivals date back more than 1000 years
Banami when virtually everyone in the country is expected to participate in mass social bonding

http://www.forestrycorporation.com.au
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I HAVE been thinking for 
some time about how best 
to promote preservative-
treated wood.

As I tell anyone prepared 
to listen, it is absolutely 
vital that the preservation 
industry educates the end 
user on how to specify our 
product.

In an earlier rant I 
claimed that a poorly-
informed user/specifier 
doesn’t know what to ask 
for and therefore can’t use 
a credit card to demand a 
product that meets treatment 
specifications. So information 
and understanding about 
preservative-treated wood is 
the key to its most effective 
use.

Associated with having 
an informed user, I recently 
received a surprise package 
from the ‘Wood the Ultimate 
Renewable’ initiative. The 
package contained some 
promotional merchandise 
(caps, bags, lapel badges and 
the like) that could be used to 
promote timber. You can find a 
full list of what is available on 
https://theultimaterenewable 
onlinestore.com.au

This is all good stuff but 
I wonder sometimes how 
effective these goodies are 
at increasing awareness of 
wood, let alone preserved 
wood.

Another really cool 

initiative has been produced 
by the Frame and Truss 
Manufacturers Association 
of Australia. These guys offer 
podcasts that are worth a 
listen. The latest podcast, ‘Be 
a Proud Carbon Warrior’ calls 
on us to create a greener 
future by making builders 
and timber consumers aware 
of what a great product 
we have and how it locks 
up carbon etc., etc. Visit: 
https://fttime.buzzsprout.
com/1945033/11084355-ep-5-
be-a-proud-carbon-warrior

I started listening to this 
podcast and my immediate 
reaction was, what about 
preservative-treated wood? It 
locks up carbon even longer 
than unpreserved wood and I 
wonder how we can use this 
approach to promote the use 
of treated timber?

I must be honest and admit 
I didn’t get to the end of the 

podcast. I got pulled off onto 
something else.

On reflection it occurred to 
me that I am (supposed to 
be) retired and even I could 
not find time or slow down 
enough to listen to the whole 
thing.

We are being offered 
really cool tools to promote 
timber, yet most of us are 
too busy to take advantage 

of what is being provided to 
us. If/when we offer these 
resources to our target 
audience (clients), we may 
feel we have done our duty by 
passing the message on. Our 
target audience, however, is 
probably just as busy as we 
are and then what?

Perhaps a better promotion 
pathway is a one-on-one 
approach – and, yes, I know 
this is time consuming and 
unlikely to be used when we 
are all flat out.

I firmly believe the 
promotional material should 
be used as a backup or follow-
up to support our cause 
rather than an end in itself.

We need to (somehow) 
allocate time to actively 
promoting our product, stick 
our heads above the parapets 
and start looking for more 
clients.

1/   Child’s play… we need to actively promote our product, stick our heads above the parapets and not wait until 
business slows down. 
2/   Perhaps a better promotion pathway is a one-on-one approach.

1 2

TPAA MONTHLY BULLETIN

Timber preservation - Conserving the 
nation's heritage.  Visit us at tpaa.com.au

With JACK NORTON
Secretary, TPAA 

JACK’S RANT

Spreading the word: understanding specifications
for treated wood a one-on-one marketing exercise
Promotional material should be used a backup to support our cause rather than an end in itself

https://theultimaterenewableonlinestore.com.au/
https://fttime.buzzsprout.com/1945033/11084355-ep-5-be-a-proud-carbon-warrior
http://www.tpaa.com.au
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OneFortyOne’s Kaituna 
sawmill and Marusumi 
Whangarei Co. Ltd have 
signed an agreement 
to export wood chip to 
Japan with the first vessel 
expected to depart from Port 
Marlborough before the end 
of the year.

Port Marlborough, based at 
Picton, NZ, has been a critical 
partner in providing logistical 
support for the trial, including 
4000 sq m in the port’s 
Shakespeare Bay log yard 
currently for the operation.

General manager of 
Kaituna sawmill Tracy Goss 
said the trial had been three 
years in the making.

“It is part of our growth 
strategy and an exciting 
opportunity for us to diversify 
our wood residues market,” 
said Tracy.

“In the South Island, 

woodchip is primarily used 
for making MDF and is 
utilised in biofuel and wood 
energy markets. This new 
export initiative complements 
our existing market in New 
Zealand, and we now have 
access to a growth market in 
Japan.

“The first loads of wood 

chip were delivered into Port 
Marlborough last week, and 
we will deliver from Kaituna 
to the port every day until 
November, where it will be 
shipped off to Japan.”

Port Marlborough CEO 
Rhys Welbourn said the 
diversification of the port’s 
forestry industry offering was 

important for Marlborough.

“Port Marlborough 
supports and facilitates a 
number of Marlborough’s 
key industries, and we want 
to create and deliver long-
term value to our customers 
through integrated services.”

Mr Welbourn said this was 
an exciting opportunity the 
port’s wood export offering, 
and to develop commercial 
partnerships with industry 
leader such as OneFortyOne.

Marusumi Whangarei Co 
has been exporting both 
softwood and hardwood chip 
from Marsden point since 
1995, predominantly to its 
parent company Marusumi 
Paper Co. Ltd, and other end 
users in Japan and China.

The first load will be sent 
to Japan for use in paper 
production.

GLOBAL NEWS

Destination Japan.

Kaituna sawmill set to export woodchip to Japan

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING
IS HERE!
Advertise jobs, buy/sell your products  
and services ONLINE, with the new 
timber and forestry website.
With just a few clicks, your  
business will be seen on the  
industry’s #1 WEBSITE.  

Visit timberandforestryenews.com/ 
advertising to find out more or email  
advertising@timberandforestryenews.com

• Jobs board
•  New/used  
equipment and  
machinery for sale

•  Other products/ 
services

mailto:advertising@timberandforestryenews.com
https://www.timberandforestryenews.com/advertising/


TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 719   |   August 11, 2022 17

A FRIEND had just shown 
us his unique collection of 
Kia-branded coffee mugs, all 
shapes and sizes, acquired 
from Kia Motors outlets over 
the years.

This inspired us to drive 
the new Kia Niro EV GT-Line 
to Walt’s Espresso Bar at 
Hamilton on Brisbane’s north 
side to sip sweet-smelling 
roasted coffee crafted to 
perfection over time by this 
jolly barista empregado – 
Portuguese for bartender in 
Brazil where they grow the 
lion’s share of the world’s 
coffee.

While we whispered the 
classic – Way down among 
Brazilians, Coffee beans grow 
by the billions. Yes, they've 
got an awful lot of coffee 
in Brazil – Walt plucked a 
handful of coffee seeds from 
a flourishing bush out front of 
the popular venue and rolled 
them like dice across our 
table. A fascinating discussion 
on the finer points of the 
coffee bean ensued.

But is it a bean? “No, it’s 
actually a seed found within 
the red cherry that normally 
contains two seeds in each 
fruit,” Walt enlightened us. 
“So, the coffee bean is 
actually the seed of the tree. 
Like Brazil nuts and white 
rice, it has small embryos and 
abundant endosperm.”

This will not deter my desire 
for the daily coffee ‘fix’.

They says strong coffee 
can make you sleepy, so to 
prevent this malady, here 
endeth the lesson for today.

The all-electric Kia Niro EV 
– so named from ‘near zero’, 
meaning zero defects – is a 
big challenger in the growing 
Australian smaller SUV 
segment with a new shape 
and interior sizing.

The Niro is available in two 
model specifications S and 
GT-Line, and two drivetrains 
– petrol-electric hybrid (HEV) 
and pure electric (EV). The two 
EVs are respectively priced at 
$66,000 and $72,100, plus on 
roads.

The EV is powered by a 
150 kW/255 Nm e-motor 
that actually loses 140 Nm 
compared to its predecessor. 

Kia says that helps smooth out 
acceleration and claims the 
new Niro EV’s 7.8sec 0-100 
km/h time is as fast as its 
predecessor. Drive to the front 
wheels is via a single-speed 
reduction gear.

A slightly larger 64.8 kWh 
lithium-ion polymer battery 
pack provides 460 km of 
claimed range between 
recharges, an improvement of 
5 km. But consumption rises 
from 15.9 to 16.2 kWh/100km. 
Recharging can be done at up 
to 11 kW using an AC outlet. 
That means a full charge will 
take about six hours and 20 
minutes via a wallbox charger 
or 29 hours on a regular 
power point. On a 100 kW 
DC charger Kia says a 10-
80% charge takes about 45 
minutes.

Inside, there is push-button 

start, a dial-a-drive silver disk, 
digital instrument display 
and an 8-in infotainment 
touchscreen.

Wireless Apple CarPlay 
and wired Android Auto are 
standard, along with digital 
radio, USB-C chargers in the 
front seat-sides, dual-zone 
climate control, a powered 
driver’s seat, cloth/artificial 
leather seat trim and more 
leather on the steering wheel.

A swathe of safety, 
security and convenience 
features includes automatic 
collision notification, stolen 
vehicle immobilisation, 
voice recognition and the 
transmission of real-time data 
into the car like weather, traffic 
and charging station locations.

Seven airbags, including 
a driver's side knee airbag, 
are standard across the Niro 
lineup.

For the record, Kia Australia 
hopes to source around 
75 Niros a month, so fleet 
managers will be competing 
with private buyers for them. 
So expect to stay on the wait 
list for some time.

An aside. Kia is among the 
top 10 motor brands in Brazil.

Paixao a primeira vista, say 
the car dealers around Rio. 
Passion at first sight.

The 2022 Kia Rio, by the 
way, gets a test run soon.

MOTORING WITH ORSON WHIELS KIA NIRO GT-LINE

Kia’s Niro EV GT-Line… challenging the smaller SUV market in Australia.
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