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AS part of a 2020 
Queensland 
election 
commitment by 
the Palaszczuk 
government, a 
new advisory 
body for the 
forest and timber 
industry has been 
established in the 
state.

The new 
Timber Industry 
Ministerial 
Roundtable, 
chaired by the Minister 
for Agricultural Industry 
Development and Fisheries 
and Minister for Rural 
Communities Mark Furner, 
met for the first time at the 
government’s William Street 
offices in Brisbane last 
Thursday.

Timber Queensland CEO 
Mick Stephens said the 
new roundtable provided an 
important forum to provide 
feedback to the state 
government and helped 
identify priority issues and 
actions to further grow the 
forest and timber industry.

“Importantly, the 

roundtable comprises a 
broad cross section of the 
industry and end users to 
provide a whole-of-industry 
perspective and will be an 
ongoing high-level body to 
liaise with the government,” 
Mr Stephens said.

“Depending on the 
nature of the issue and 
portfolio responsibilities, 
other ministers and 
departments will be 
involved in future meetings 
together with relevant 
industry representatives and 
stakeholders.”

Current standing 
members of the roundtable 
include (from left to right 

in photo) Ian Haines, 
DTM Timber, Jeremy 
Callachor, HQPlantations, 
Mick Stephens, Timber 
Queensland, minister Mark 
Furner, Katie Fowden, Hyne 
Timber, Michael Roberts, 
Housing Industry Association 
Queensland, Dr Greg Leach, 
AgForce Queensland, and 
John McNamara, Parkside 
Group

A number of key issues 
were identified at the first 

meeting. These included 
the need to address labour 
needs and related skills 
and training requirements; 
promoting new plantation 
investment and increasing 
the productivity of the 
current plantation estate 
to meet future growing 
demand; promoting greater 
innovation and use of timber 
in sustainable procurement 
policies and building 
designs, including such 
major infrastructure projects 
as the Brisbane Olympics in 
2032, and actions to deliver 
native hardwood resource 
security in both public and 
privately managed regrowth 
forests.

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.
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New forest and timber industry advisory body to
follow up on government’s 2020 election pledge
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NEW INDUSTRY RESEARCH

Kick-starting change, supporting growth in advanced manufacturing across the value chain

Research hub will stimulate growth in innovation
and increase uptake of timber products in building
JIM BOWDEN

A GRANT of $3 million in 
research and development 
funding to establish an ARC 
Research Hub to “advance 
timber for Australia’s future 
built environment” was 
announced this month by 
the Minister for Education 
Jason Clare and the Australian 
Research Council.

The hub will be based at the 
School of Civil Engineering, 
Centre for Future Timber 
Structures, University of 
Queensland. It aims to 
support the transformation 
of Australia’s timber and 
construction sectors by:

• Stimulating growth in 
innovation.

• Increasing the uptake 
of timber products used in 
buildings.

• Establishing a roadmap for 
change.

“The expected outcomes 
will kick-start the change 

process, supported by growth 
in advanced manufacturing 
across the value chain,” 
said Professor Keith Crews, 
leader of the new Industry 
Transformation Research 
team.

“This should provide 
significant benefits in 

stimulating an opportunity 
for regional development and 
resource diversification while 
helping the sectors transition 
to a circular and net-zero 
economy,” Professor Crews 
said.

The $3 million bid has 
significant support from 
industry; with a further $3.4 
million cash and nearly $12 
million in-kind committed by 

33 national and international 
participant organisations; 
delivering a comprehensive 
R&D program over five years, 
commencing next year.

The application was 
developed in Q2 and Q3, 
2022, in response to detailed 
feedback from a broad range 
of industry sectors, combined 
with an assessment of 
national R&D needs, which 
were identified in a workshop 
held at UQ in April.

The new research hub builds 
on the success and expands 
the scope of the previous 
Future Timber Hub, which 
concluded in December last 
year.

Research will be undertaken 
through eight inter-related 
research nodes, focusing on 
three over-arching themes 
of: Innovative Solutions, 
Transformative Benefits and 
Planning Change.

The Advance Timber Hub 
has six objectives that will 
focus the research efforts to 
produce significant outcomes 
for the timber industry:

1/   ARC Research Hub…  
stimulating growth in innovation 
and increasing the uptake of tim-
ber products used in buildings.
2   Professor Keith Crews…  
stimulating an opportunity for 
regional development and resource 
diversification.

1

2

Cont P 6

HELPING SECTOR
TRANSITION TO A
CIRCULAR AND
NET-ZERO ECONOMY

https://events.humanitix.com/australian-forest-industries-gala-dinner
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AS a follow-on to the 
Society of Wood Science 
and Technology International 
Convention in Kingscliff, 
NSW, earlier this month, 28 
delegates participated in a 
one-day tour of the greater 
North Coast region.

The delegates, including 
visitors from Austria, the 
Czech Republic, Japan, 
Madagascar, Slovakia, 
Slovenia – and even 
Australia! – started the tour 
with a visit to the Minjungbal 
Museum and Cultural Centre 
at South Tweed to learn 
about aboriginal history and 
resource use in the area. 

The SWST group then 
headed south of Lismore 
to visit Hurford Hardwood’s 

flooring plant. The company’s 
chairman Andrew Hurford 
took time from a busy 
schedule to inform the group 
about hardwood utilisation 

and the company’s high 
quality flooring products. 

The Tuncester-based 
hardwoods pioneer is a third 
generation family business 
strongly dedicated to the 
native timber industry for 
more than 90 years.

The group then headed 
north and, after a meal of 
delicious pies at the Clunes 
Café, visited a well-managed 
blackbutt plantation. Here 
Forestry Corporation NSW 
foresters Matt Kinny and 
Andrew Kemsley gave an 
overview of management 
issues associated with 
both native forest and 
plantation hardwoods 
in NSW.  The group was 
especially appreciative of 
the efforts of FCNSW to 
help the delegates gain a 

better appreciation of forest 
management in the state.

SWST convention 
delegate Dr Robbie 
McGavin, research facility 
and project manager at the 
DAF Salisbury Research 
Facility, led a similar, but 
much longer tour with SWST 
delegates from Laos, Fiji and 
PNG.

Funded with a proposal 
Dr McGavin presented 
to ACAIR, the tour was 
designed to better acquaint 
participants with the 
forestry industry in northern 
NSW and southeast 
Queensland. The delegates 
also visited the Salisbury 
research complex in 

Brisbane to facilitate further 
collaboration.

Meanwhile, as the 
Kingscliff delegates – more 
than 150 wood scientists 

SWST CONVENTION

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483 

tabmatraining.edu.au

TA B M A  T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions

Flexible training delivery

Highly skilled trainers

NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450 
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE 

AN OVERVIEW
OF NATIVE AND
PLANTATION
HARDWOODS

Cont P 10

SWST delegates follow successful convention with
inspection of north NSW forests and hardwood mill
JIM BOWDEN

1

1/   SWST post- 
convention tour  
participants visit  
Hurford Hardwood 
near Lismore where 
company chairman 
and host Andrew  
Hurford gave an  
overview of the  
company’s vision 
and timber products 
range.
2/   Professor Jeffrey 
Morrell… incoming 
president of the  
Society of Wood  
Science and  
Technology.

2

http://www.tabmatraining.edu.au
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THE innovative 
forest product 
team based at 
the Salisbury 
Research 
Facility hosted 
an international 
delegation of 
researchers 
from Fiji, Laos 
and PNG at the 
recent Society of 
Wood Science 
and Technology’s 
international 
convention in 
Kingscliff, NSW.

The delegates 
also enjoyed a 
two-week tour 
of research 
and development centres 
and visited forestry and 
sawmilling operations in 
northern NSW.

The group, sponsored by 
the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR), delivered 
three presentations at the 
convention after which they 
visited The Big River Group 
in Grafton, Robertson Bros 
sawmill in Gympie, Eco 
Cottages at Cooroy, Austral 

Plywood in Brisbane, the 
University of Queensland, 
St Lucia, and  the DAF 
Salisbury Research Facility in 
Brisbane.

Host Dr Robbie McGavin, 
research facility and project 
manager at the Salisbury 
research complex, said the 
post-convention tour aimed 
to strengthen relationships 
between research agencies, 
along with providing 
new knowledge and 
understanding of engineered 

wood products manufacture 
from a range of different 
wood resources that were 
suitable for high value 
markets.

The international 
participants are part of 
project teams working 

alongside DAF Forest 
Product researchers on 
collaborative projects 
supported by ACIAR that 
are current occurring in the 
Pacific and southeast Asia.

“These projects all 
have the general theme 
of working on the shared 
opportunity to improve the 
utilisation of under-valued 
forest resources through the 
manufacture of high-value 
engineered wood products,” 
Dr McGavin said.

Responsible Wood would like to congratulate the 
2021 PF Olsen Australia and Birdlife Australia NSW 

Softwood Plantation Pilot Surveys.

Beautiful. Natural. Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

White-eared
Honeyeater
(Photo Birdlife  
Australia)

SWST CONVENTION

1/   Visiting Big River Timber Group in Grafton… from left, Moana Masau (SPC Fiji), Elaine Galore (MSc candidate from PNG), 
Kesa Tabua (Fiji Ministry of Forestry); middle row from left,  Sefa Tawake (SPC Fiji), Jason Blanch (Big River Group), Dr Rob 
McGavin (Queensland DAF Salisbury research centre), Idowu Adegoke (Fiji National University), Iliesa Koroi (Fiji Ministry of 
Forestry), Divi Swamy (MSc candidate Fiji National University), Maika Tabukovu (PhD candidate Fiji National University); back 
row, Benoit Gilbert (Queensland DAF). 
2/   Inspecting Austral Plywoods operations in Brisbane… host Colleen Swifte (front) with, back from left, Sefa Tawake (SPC 
Fiji), Idowu Adegoke (Fiji National University), Divi Swamy (MSc candidate Fiji National University), Iliesa Koroi (Fiji Ministry of 
Forestry), Moana Masau (SPC Fiji), Khonethong Soukphaxay (National University of Laos), Elaine Galore (MSc candidate from 
PNG), Maika Tabukovu (PhD candidate from Fiji National University).

1 2

SWST delegates from Fiji, Laos and PNG enjoyed tours
of R&D centres, forest operations and wood processing

STRENGTHENING
RELATIONSHIPS
WITH RESEARCH
FACILITIES

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/


6 TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 717   |   July 28, 2022 

A YOUNG MP who champions 
the sustainable forest 
sector in Tasmania has been 
elevated to cabinet in the 
Rockliff Liberal government as 
Minister for Resources.

Felix Ellis, 32, “grew 
up” on mining sites and 
among mining and forestry 
communities in northwest 
Tasmania.

“I understand the 
importance of our resources 

sector, which supports 
more than 10,000 direct and 
indirect jobs across the state,” 
Mr Ellis said.

“I look forward to 
continuing the work to build 
our resources, continuing the 
strong economic growth for 
forestry and mining.”

The Tasmanian Forest 
Products Association 
congratulated Mr Ellis on 
his promotion to cabinet 

and welcomed him into 
the vital role of Minister for 
Resources.

“Felix has always been 
a strong advocate for our 

sustainable forestry sector, 
he understands the regions, 
he values what our industry 
provides to the state, and he 
understands the importance 
of regional employment,” said 
CEO Nick Steel.

Braddon Liberal 
backbencher, Mr Ellis was 
promoted in a re-shuffled 
cabinet in the wake of the 
shock resignation of Jacqui 
Petrusma.  

NEW INDUSTRY RESEARCH

Felix Ellis… 
forest 
industries 
supporter.

• Develop proven product 
systems that meet the 
complex mix of performance 
objectives required to grow 
and sustain client demand for 
timber innovation in mid-rise 
buildings – new composite 
and hybrid elements; building 
performance for occupants; 
performance of building 
components; circular design 
principles for extending 
building life.

• Demonstrate the social, 
environmental and economic 
benefits of large-scale 
increases in timber use in the 
built environment, at both 
regional and national scales 
– long-term, macro-scale 
benefits; value adding for 
regional development; carbon 
reduction across the life cycle 
of mid-rise timber buildings; 
address LCA and GHG criteria.

• Demonstrate that 
manufacturing innovation 
across the supply chain 
creates new value 
opportunities – advanced 
manufacture; digital design 
tools for prefabrication and 
construction automation 
high-value engineered wood 
products from low-value fibre.

• Demonstrate that 
connected and innovative 
value chains can amplify value 
for all stakeholders – tools for 
product optimisation; smart 
manufacture of timber building 
systems.

• Develop a roadmap to 
change that is embraced by 
industry and policy makers 
– policy development; 
identify barriers, enablers and 
motivators.

• Incorporate timber 
innovation into exemplar 
projects, showcasing the 
commercial and regulatory 
feasibility of doing so.

The research is designed 
to function as an integrated 
collaboration between 
university and partner 
Investigators and industry 
partners, consisting of the 
following organisations:

Investigators: University of 
Queensland (lead); University 
of Melbourne; University of 
Tasmania; Griffith University; 
University of Technology 
Sydney; University of 
Sunshine Coast; Deakin 
University; University of 
Sydney; University of NSW.

Partner investigators: 
Queensland Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries; 
NSW Department of Primary 

Industries; University of British 
Columbia, Canada; University 
of Victoria, Canada; University 
of Canterbury, NZ; SCION, 
NZ; Wood Based Composites 
Centre, University of Oregon, 
USA; Royal Institute of 
Technology, Sweden.

Industry collaborators/
partners: Porter Davis Homes; 
Lendlease Digital; Lendlease 
Building; Hyne Group (Hyne 
Timber and XLam); AKD 
Softwoods; Aurecon; Multinail; 
Arup; TTW; Tzannes Architects; 
Planet Ark Environmental 
Foundation; Timber 
Queensland; Engineered 
Wood Products Association of 
Australasia; BVN Architects; 
Loggo IP Ltd; Forest and Wood 
Products Australia (FWPA)

Professor Crews said 
leaders of the hub had brought 
together an outstanding, 
national and international 
research team, with the skill 
sets necessary to perform 
research activities of this 
proposal, combined with 
extensive experience of 
successfully managing large 
research grants or other 
initiatives.

“In developing the research 
plan, the leadership team has 
listened carefully to the views 
expressed by all sectors in the 
supply chain, especially the 
concerns of end users; and 
will continue this engagement 
and address concerns through 
the operation of the proposed 
hub,” Professor Crews said.

1/   ARC Research will be based at 
the School of Civil Engineering, 
Centre for Future Timber  
Structures, University of 
Queensland.
2   Minister for Education Jason 
Clare announces the grant of $3 
million to establish an ARC  
Research Hub..

1

2

From P 3

THE LEADERSHIP
TEAM HAS LISTENED
TO VIEWS EXPRESSED
BY ALL SECTORS IN
THE SUPPLY CHAIN

A champion of forestry takes resources in cabinet re-shuffle
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022

TCA has a clear view to the future

JULY
29: 23rd Timber Design 
Awards entries close. The 
Australian Timber Design 
Awards are open to builders, 
designers, architects, 
engineers and landscapers: to 
anyone involved in the design 
or building of structures that 
feature timber. A Rising Star 
Award is available to students 
and entrants aged 35 or under.

30: National Tree Day. 
Australia’s largest tree planting 
and nature care event. Join 
the community to help plant 
1 million native trees in 2022.
To host and join a tree planting 
event visit https://treeday.
planetark.org/.

AUGUST
2-4: Three-day interactive 
course/workshop on 
statistical process control – 
University of the Sunshine 
Coast campus, Sippy 
Downs, QLD. Centre for 
Timber Durability and Design 
Life at USC in collaboration 
with FWPA and EWPAA. The 
workshop by Professor Tim 
Young of the University of 
Tennessee, US, will cover basic 
statistics and then move into 
topics that include foundations 
for variation reduction and 
linking key process variables 
with critical products. Focus on 
composite wood products, but 
the basic elements are useful 
to anyone dealing with quality 
control in the timber industry 
Contact Jeff Morrell (jmorrell@
usc.edu.au). Registrations 
at //payments.usc.edu.au/
onestopweb/Statistical_
Process_Control. 

3-4: Standards for 
Sustainable Forest 
Management Workshops 
– Wednesday, 3 August in 
Melbourne, VIC, Thursday, 4 
August in Mount Gambier, 
SA. Hosted by Responsible 
Wood. Contact Matt de 
Jongh for more information at 
mdejongh@responsiblewood.
org.au

9-10: Forestry Australia's 
2022 Virtual Fire Forum 
webinar. – ONLINE. 11.30 
am-1.30 pm (AEST). Focus will 
be perspectives on prescribed 
burning and restoration and 
regeneration. August 9: 
Perspectives on prescribed 
burning; Speaker Racheal 
Cavanagh, Firesticks. Working 
with traditional owners to meet 
land management objectives. 
Speaker Trevor Howard, 
national manager, prescribed 
burning strategy, AFAC. August 
10: Restoration, regeneration 
& communication; August 
10: Raising giants, ash 
forest restoration post 
black summer. Speaker 
Caitlin Cruikshank, program 
manager, strategic fire 
planning & forest restoration, 
DELWP. Regeneration burning 
and smoke management. 
Sustainable Timber Tasmania. 
Right skills, people and 
resources ready at the 
right time. Speaker: Shaun 
Lawlor, regional manager, 
forest and fire operations, 
DELWP. Registration (inc. 
GST) $40 Forestry Australia 
members; $95 non-members. 
Students free. Contact Andrea 
Diem, branch, events & 
communication officer 03 7064 

4251 or events@forestry.org.au

9-10: Carbon Forestry 22 
– Rotorua, New Zealand. 
Carbon Forestry is an industry-
led event discussing the future 
of forestry and carbon markets. 
It covers new opportunities 
and policies in carbon planting, 
investment and the growing 
carbon offset markets. 
More information: https://
carbonforestry.events/

SEPTEMBER
11-16: Gottstein Trust 
Understanding Wood Science 
Course – Sunday evening, 
September 11, 2022, in 
Albury, NSW, for the field trip 
component, ending on Friday, 
September 16, in Canberra. 
The course is fully booked 
and a wait list is operating on 
a first-in-first-served basis. 
Delivered in partnership with 
the ANU. The course program 
can be downloaded at www.
gottsteintrust.org

14: AFPA’s gala dinner – Great 
Hall, Parliament House, 
Canberra, ACT. Time: 6 pm-10 
pm. Dress code business attire.  
To take advantage of the 15% 
discount, guests can visit their 
web sites directly and follow 
the links to make a reservation. 
Enquiries 0408 404 764 or 
email enquiries@ausfpa.com.au

26-29: Malaysian Timber 
Council (MTC) Marketing 
Mission – Sydney and 
Melbourne. Executives from 
MTC will be visiting to liaise 
with timber supply chain 
representatives, including 
hosting meetings and visiting 
wholesale and manufacturing 

facilities. Further information 
to follow. Enquiries to John 
Halkett on 0417 421 187 or 
email: john.halkett@atif.asn.au

OCTOBER
20-22: Forestry Australia 
Symposium – Mantra Hotel, 
Albury, NSW, and online. 
Theme: Leading, Adapting 
and Reimagining the Future 
for Forestry.Closing keynote 
address by corporate speaker 
James O'Loughlin, one of 
Australia's most respected, 
entertaining and experienced 
corporate speakers, Early 
bird registrations extended 
to Friday, July 24. Contact 
Forestry Australia on +61 
3 7065 4252 or email: 
conference@forestry.org.au 

26-28: DANA-Gingko Global 
Woodchip and Biomass 
Trade Conference – Marriott 
Singapore Tang Plaza Hotel, 
Singapore. Includes post-
conference field trip to inspect 
chip and wood pellet mills in 
Vietnam. Field trip places are 
limited and preference will be 
given to those registering for 
the conference. Information 
on the conference and 
field trip is on danaevents.
co.nz/2022singapore/ or 
contact Mariela Ferrari at 
marielaferrari.e@gmail.com 
(See notice, P 16)

28: TABMA Australia NSW 
awards gala evening – Le 
Montage Lilyfield NSW.  
Nominations and ticket sales 
open later this month, so look 
out for further information. 
Contact Alicia Oelkers on 0418 
449 031 or free phone 1300 
693 483.

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

https://treeday.planetark.org/
https://treeday.planetark.org/
mailto:jmorrell@usc.edu.au
mailto:jmorrell@usc.edu.au
mailto:mdejongh@responsiblewood.org.au
mailto:mdejongh@responsiblewood.org.au
mailto:events@forestry.org.au
https://carbonforestry.events/
https://carbonforestry.events/
http://www.gottsteintrust.org
http://www.gottsteintrust.org
mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
mailto:john.halkett@atif.asn.au
mailto:conference@forestry.org.au
mailto:marielaferrari.e@gmail.com
mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
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MOST Kiwis and many 
tourists are familiar with the 
imposing stand of Californian 
coast redwoods that form 
part of Whakarewarewa 
forest, a recreational and 
productive resource close to 
Rotorua city.

Less well known are the 
ongoing efforts to establish 
redwoods as a plantation 
crop.

With that in mind, 
Timber&Forestry enews 
spoke to Rob Webster, chair 
of the NZ Farm Forestry 
Association’s Sequoia 
Action Group, about recent 
developments and future 
prospects.

There is a long history of 
planting redwoods in New 
Zealand, but according to 
the NZFFA’s Redwoods 
Handbook, the results have 
been mixed, due mainly 
to poor site selection and 
preparation, and possibly 
an absence of suitable 
mycorrhizae.

Rob Webster says, 
“unfortunately, all the early 
established stands were 
left untended so they are at 
high stockings, with dead 
branches leading to bark-
encased knots. As a result, 
the vast proportion of timber 
recovery is low ‘merch’ 
grades.

“Recovery of valuable 
clear heart, clear commons 
[mixed sap and heart] and 

tight knot grades is very low. 
It will be the best part of a 
couple of decades before 
high-quality managed stands 
are available for harvest that 
will generate significant 
volumes of these valuable 
grades.”

He notes that redwoods 
in California’s natural 
stands produce seed very 
infrequently – during so-
called ‘mast’ years.

“In New Zealand, once 
redwoods begin coning, they 
produce seed regularly, but 
with seasonal variation,” Mr 
Webster said. “This seems 
to be due to the greater 
availability of soil moisture.

“Most seed used to 
propagate seedlings in 
recent years has been 
sourced from California. This 

is not a particularly desirable 
situation because there 
is usually no control over 
selection quality.”

Another consideration is 
that the imported seed is 
vulnerable to local strains 
of pathogens that affect 
nursery production.

“Losses in excess 

of 50% may 
occur following 
germination, 
but our seed 
is adapted to 
such pathogens, 
and losses are 
extremely low in 
comparison.” Mr 
Wester said.

Given this 
background, 
the recent 
approach to tree 
improvement 
among redwood 
enthusiasts has 
been to identify 
‘plus’ trees of 
superior growth 
and form, as 
well as wood 
properties 
(basic density 
and heartwood 
durability) 
for clonal 

propagation.

Mr Webster said seed 
from these trees was being 
grown under contract by 
various nurseries, and 
seedlings would be available 
for purchase for the 2023 
planting season, whereas 
clonal tree stocks required a 
two-year lead time.

The heartwood was 
commonly used for exterior 
cladding, landscaping, etc., 
whereas sapwood/commons 
grades were used for interior 
applications.

“Market potential is huge 
– notably in Asia where they 
are keen on red-coloured 
decorative timber; and in 
the US, where the existing 

FOREST RESEARCH

With MICHAEL SMITH

ACROSS THE DITCH

Huge export potential opens for New Zealand’s
redwoods, especially in Asia and USA markets
Already capable of substituting for imported western red cedar in local and Australian markets

NZ Farm Forestry  
Association  
members visit a 
plot in the Lake 
Tutira (Hawkes 
Bay) trial.

Cont P 10

LONG HISTORY
OF PLANTING
REDWOODS IN
NEW ZEALAND
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natural resource cannot 
meet the demand,” Mr 
Webster said.

“Also, New Zealand-
grown redwood is capable 
of substituting for imported 
western red cedar in the 
local and Australian markets. 
This is already happening 
to a degree with the small 
volumes that L.A.N.D. 
Milling Ltd is producing. 
Both species have virtually 
identical end uses, with 
redwood being generally 
preferred.”

He adds that there is much 
to recommend redwoods, 
especially their ability to 
withstand fire damage in 
all but the most intense fire 

events; a virtually zero risk of 
wilding spread; and, even in 
their natural range, they are 
noted as being particularly 
free of pests and pathogens.

Currently, research is being 
undertaken into returns on 
investment. But Mr Webster 
says “the complexities of 
evaluating the many regime 
options, combined with 
the carbon sequestration 

potential, make consultants 
nervous about offering 
predictions. Suffice to say 
the numbers look so good 
that they push the limits of 
credibility”.

One of the interesting 
trends to emerge is that 
profitability increases with 
longer rotations – quite the 
opposite of radiata pine. 
That’s due to the increased 

recovery of the 
highly valued clear 
and heartwood 
grades with 
rotation age.

There has been 
only one sawing 
study undertaken 
to date of pruned 
butt logs, due 
to the lack of 
suitable stands, 
so further work 
is required 
on sawing 
simulations.

“But the 
trends are particularly 
encouraging because longer 
rotations also favour greater 
carbon sequestration, 
which enhances overall 
profitability,” Mr Webster 
said.

FOREST RESEARCH

Partially tended redwood stand at Motukawa forest, Taranaki.

On the cover: Rob Webster, chair of 
the NZ Farm Forestry Association’s 
Sequoia Action Group… ongoing 
efforts to establish redwoods as a 
plantation crop in New Zealand.

From P 9

NUMBERS LOOK SO
GOOD THAT THEY
PUSH THE LIMITS
OF CREDIBILITY
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and students from 
25 countries – 
returned home, 
the committee 
is already putting 
plans in place 
for the 2023 
convention to be 
held in Asheville, 
North Carolina, 
USA, from June 
25 to 20.

Current SWST 
president-elect 
Queensland-based Professor 
Jeffrey Morrell, will take over 
the presidency mantle from 
Professor Henry Quesada, 
College of Agriculture, 
Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Indiana.

Professor Morrell, director, 
Centre for Timber Durability 
and Design Life at the 
University of the Sunshine 
Coast, is a native of New 
York, USA. He received his 
education in forest biology, 
plant and forest pathology 
and mycology in New York 
and Pennsylvania. He joined 
Oregon State University in 
1983, moving through the 

academic ranks to become 
a distinguished university 
professor.

Professor Morrell 
has expertise in wood 
deterioration and its 
prevention where he has 
undertaken research to 
identify the fungi associated 
with the deterioration 
process, assess the 
potential for biological 
control of decay, methods 
for improving wood 
treatments, and systems for 
arresting decay once it has 
been initiated.

He originally trained as a 
forester because he wanted 
to save trees … “but I 
have seen my career as 
having worked to achieve 
that through extending the 
service life of timber thereby 
reducing the need to harvest 
additional wood,” he said.

The 2023 SWST 
convention will take place 
near the 3240-ha Biltmore 
Mansion and Estate, 
considered the birthplace of 
professional forestry in the 
US.

When George Washington 
Vanderbilt planned his grand 
estate in Asheville more than 
a century ago, he envisioned 
a self-sustaining home and 
stewardship of the land 
and its resources for years 
to come. He hired trained 
forester Gifford Pinchot – 
who later served as first 
chief of the United States 
Forest Service and founded 
the Society of American 
Foresters – to develop a 
forest management plan 
for his land holdings which 
totalled 50,000 ha.

Pinchot’s scientific forestry 
plan (the management and 

conservation of forest lands) 
was the first of its kind in 
the US and, in turn, George 
W. Vanderbilt became the 
first American landowner to 
implement scientific forestry 
on a large scale.

He was an art collector 
and member of the 
prominent Vanderbilt family, 
which amassed a huge 
fortune through steamboats, 
railroads and various 
business enterprises.

SWST CONVENTION

Contact   //   Zonya Bird
zonya@creativebirddesign.com 

Need creative  
advertising solutions?

Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas
Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600
E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

TimberProTimberPro
TL775DTL775D TL755DTL755D

ExtremeExtreme

From P 4

1/   Birthplace of the professional forestry in the US… the 250-room Biltmore Mansion on the Biltmore Estate, the largest 
privately owned home in the US. 
2/   In summer 1905 in the Pink-bed Section of what is now the Pisgah-Croatan National Forest. At the time, the Biltmore  
Forest School operated under the direction of Carl Alwin Schenck on George Vanderbilt’s Biltmore Estate.   
Photo: US. Forest Service

21

BIRTHPLACE OF
PROFESSIONAL
FORESTRY IN US

mailto:zonya@creativebirddesign.com
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CONSUMER COMMUNICATION

Providing market leading service, products and quality,  

we are seeking a Country Manager for our 
Thailand operations who will also act as a  
Regional Manager for the Indo China region. 
The focus of the role will be to support and grow our  
market in Thailand, Vietnam, Lao and Cambodia and being  
responsible for the profitability of our business in the 
region. 

It is envisaged that the successful applicant will spend a 
period of time working in Australia and being trained in all 
aspects of the business prior to relocating to Thailand.  

The successful candidate should possess the following 
attributes:
•   It is desirable (though not essential) that the  

candidate will have experience in wood products, 
including engineered wood products, or forestry related 
areas with a preference for this experience to be in timber 
preservation. 

•   Formal qualifications in a science or engineering based 
discipline will also be looked upon favourably

•   Experience in a management and / or sales role in a  
business to business environment 

•   Good written and verbal communication skills
•   The ability to form good working relationships with  

customers at all levels 
•   Willingness to travel (mainly through the region) 

To succeed in this role, you must be able to work  
autonomously within the structure of a small professional 
team. You will also be able to work as part of a larger  
international team sharing information and collaborating 
on projects. Training will be provided to the right candidate. 

If you believe you are the person for the job and you are 
ready to join the Koppers team, please submit your written 
application and resume by Monday, 1 August 2022 to:
kpcjobs@koppers.com.au 

Koppers is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Koppers Performance Chemicals (KPC) is a global leader in 
timber preservative technology and the supply of products 
to the timber preservative industry, providing market  
leading service, products and quality
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Responsible Wood joins Sustainable Choice platform
IT is no secret that 
consumer attitudes toward 
environmental sustainability 
have shifted dramatically in 
recent times, which in turn has 
influenced their behaviours 
when it comes to the brands 
they buy.

In fact, consumer research 
studies demonstrate that 
61% of people want more 
information to help make 
better sustainable choices, 
while 84% say sustainability 
is important when making 
purchase decisions.

Sustainable Choice is a 
new digital platform where 
brands and businesses can 
clearly communicate their 
sustainability credentials by 
self-reporting their tangible 
actions, measurable impact 
and verifiable accreditations.

“Sustainable Choice is 
designed to house the 
sustainability credentials and 

commitments of reputable 
brands Australians use every 
day,” says founder and CEO 
Kiarne Treacy.

“Our platform allows 
businesses to transparently 
publish their sustainability 
roadmap, the actions they 
are taking to reduce their 
environmental impact and the 
traceability of products and 
materials,” she said.

“Central to Sustainable 
Choice’s proposition is an 
ability for brands to showcase 
end-to-end traceability across 
the entire production lifecycle 
in a way that is structured 
and easy to understand – 
starting from how and where 
their materials are sourced, 
what ingredients are used, 
details on their distribution, 
and how to reuse, recycle, 
or thoughtfully dispose of 
products at the end of their 
use.

“Partnering with a credible 
social enterprise like 
Responsible Wood makes 
perfect sense for Sustainable 
Choice because it is important 
to highlight that a brand’s 
sustainability journey begins 
with ensuring that their 
materials and suppliers are 
from certified, sustainably-
managed forests,” Ms Kiarne 
said.

Responsible Wood CEO 
Simon Dorries is delighted to 
join the platform.

“We manage the PEFC 
forest certification scheme in 
Australia, in addition to our 
wood certification scheme – 

Sustainably Grown, Australian 
Made,” Mr Dorries said.

“Responsible Wood 
certification is used across 
the Australian forest products 
value chain and demonstrates 
to customers and buyers 
that timber and paper-based 
products are grown in 
sustainably-managed forests 
and manufactured, retailed 
and sold through Australian 
businesses.

“We are excited that 
Sustainable Choice will 
recognise PEFC and 
Responsible Wood certification 
across the Sustainable Choice 
network,” Mr Dorries said.

Thanks to this partnership, 
brands who hold Responsible 
Wood and PEFC certifications 
can prominently display 
their accreditation on their 
sustainability profiles in the 
form of a Responsible Wood 
and/or PEFC certification label.

Kiarne  
Treacy… 
housing 
sustainable 
credentials 
of reputable 
brands.

mailto:kpcjobs@koppers.com.au
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Antiblu® is a registered trademark of Arxada or its subsidiaries. ©2022 Arxada

Ensuring protection
from the beginning

THE Russian National 
Voluntary Forest Certification 
System (FCR) has been 
suspended by the PEFC 
International board in mutual 
agreement with PEFC Russia.

The suspension is intended 
to preserve the conditions 
for a successful long-term 
cooperation with PEFC Russia 
in order to support sustainable 
forest management in the 
Russian Federation in light of 
the current political situation.

The suspension is 
effective as of August 11 and 
suspension is initially valid 
until December 31.

This applies to both forest 
management and chain-of- 
custody certificates. Certified 
organisations are therefore 
prohibited from using PEFC 
claims and the PEFC label and 
cannot sell material as PEFC 
certified.

Available 
figures show 
about 40 million 
ha of forests 
in Russia were 
certified, about 160 
certificates were 
issued on forest 
management and 
440 certificates on 
chain of custody.

Despite 
the existing 
problems, certification 
remains one of the most 
important instruments for 
achieving sustainable forest 
management in Russia.

Russia is home to more 
than one-fifth of the world’s 
forest areas. According to the 
FAO Global Forest Resources 
Assessment Russia has 
around 11.47 million sq km 
forest land and other wooded 
land, which constitutes 49.8% 

of the total land area of 
Russia.

The area of the forest land 
actually covered by forests 
is 7.95 million sq km. Around 
33.5% of the total forested 
area is composed of primary 
forests, 64.1% of otherwise 
naturally regenerated forests, 
and the remaining 2.4% of 
planted forest.

“The Russia/Ukraine conflict 
is its own tragedy, but the 
impact is spreading across 

international supply 
chains,” AFPA CEO 
Ross Hampton 
said.

“This PEFC 
decision is the 
right call, but it will 
only tighten the 
supply of imported 
timber and fibre 
into Australia, 
where we’re 

already experiencing supply 
constraints,” he said.

“This is yet another clear 
argument for Australia to 
secure its local supply of 
sustainable timber and fibre.”

In 2021 alone, Australia 
imported more than $80 
million worth timber from 
Russia, while almost a quarter 
of total timber import volume 
came from regions such as 
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

PEFC puts clamp on all certified timber from Russia
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THE peak national organisation 
representing more than 
1000 forest scientists and 
professionals has supported 
federal Environment Minister 
Tanya Plibersek’s calls for 
more environmental law 
reform which looks at 
institutional reform to make 
sure when laws are changed 
they are enforceable and 
properly resourced.

Forestry Australia president 
Bob Gordon said the 
organisation took the issues of 
threatened species and risk of 
extinction very seriously.

“The current approaches 
to management of Australia’s 
forests are not working,”  
Mr Gordon said.

“We need to reform 
our philosophy of land 
management, our approach 
to conservation and how we 
manage our forests.”

He said the greatest, most 
pervasive threats to forest 
eco-systems and biodiversity 
were invasive species; change 
in land use and the increased 
frequency and intensity 
of bushfire, which were 
exacerbated by climate change 
and would not be improved 
by passive conservation 
techniques.

“A commonly-heard 
narrative is that creating 
more national parks and 
conservation areas is what 
is required to protect our 
forests. But invasive species, 
fire and other climate change 
impacts do not honour tenure 
boundaries,” Mr Gordon said.

“We encourage 
governments to invest in and 

focus on year-round active and 
adaptive management and an 
evidence-based approach to 
forest management.”

He said active and adaptive 
management were actions 
taken across all forests, 
regardless of tenure, such 
as researching, monitoring, 
promoting, and supporting 
forest health and biodiversity, 
more strategic fuel 
management interventions 
including the use of prescribed 
fire, collaborating with 
traditional owners as they 
care for country as well as 
intervention to manage pests 
and diseases are all critical 
aspects in need of attention.

FOREST MANAGEMENT

Forest scientists support environmental law reform

WE NEED TO REFORM 
OUR PHILOSOPHY
ON LAND
MANAGEMENT

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Member

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Small (ie business card, comp slips etc)

Medium (large stationary items etc)

Large (packaging etc)

Always purchase appropriately
certi�ed imported timber products

Some standards enforced 
in Australia originate from 

international certifying bodies

Think Global  (not just Local)

Tanya Plibersek… making laws 
that are enforceable and properly 
resourced. 

Bob Gordon… current  
approaches to forest management 
are not working. 

http://www.atif.asn.au
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I CONGRATULATE Minister 
for State Development 
Construction and Housing 
Guy Barnett on pledging to 
deliver 10,000 new social 
and affordable homes in 
Tasmania by 2032. This is a 
big target and something that 
is desperately needed right 
now.

To get serious about 
social housing requires big 
targets, but it also 
brings us back 
to the realisation 
that many of 
the people who 
support solutions 
for homelessness 
and the cost 
of living, fail 
to support or 
acknowledge the 
fact that it will be 
forestry that provides it.

All housing requires 
wood, and lots of it. One 
average three-bedroom 
home requires 14 cub m of 
softwood and engineered 
timber to build the frame. 
To put that in perspective, 
we grow 50 house frames 
a day. That is, our Tasmanian 
softwood estate grows and 
processes enough softwood 
framing to build around 
two houses every hour. In 
addition, an average house 
uses around 4.8 cub m of 
hardwood, plus significant 
volumes of ply, chipboard and 
MDF for the fit out.

As demand increases, 
through social housing 
investment and a growing 
population, forestry must 
meet that demand challenge 
by having enough resource 
now and into the future. This 
demand can be met, but to 

do so we need 
to get serious 
about supporting 
the industry. 
We must plant 

more trees now, encourage 
continued investment and 
growth and maintain our best 
practice forestry methods.

Tasmanian forestry is a 
small footprint industry, and 
from it we produce a lot. The 
total terrestrial land mass of 
Tasmania is 6.87 million ha.

Softwood plantation forests 
are 1.09% of Tasmania’s 
land mass and from that we 
harvest a mere 0.051% of 
the total land mass annually. 
Doing this we grow enough 
timber for 18,250 house 
frames annually. And that is 
just the frames.

Like our softwoods, 
hardwoods and specialty 
timbers also come from a 
small footprint of working 
forests. The total area 
harvested and regenerated 
per annum to fit out our 
homes and to supply our 
domestic and much of our 

national hardwood and 
specialty timber demand is 
0.12% of Tasmania’s land 
mass.

So, for total production 
of hardwood and softwood 
timber combined, we 
harvest (and then replant 
or regenerate) 0.17% of 
Tasmania’s land mass per 
annum. By comparison, 
agriculture uses 27.75% of 
the land mass to produce our 
annual food supply (17.49% 
livestock, 3.05% vegetables 
and 7.22% other produce).

Timber is a natural product 
and it’s renewable. It’s a 
far more environmentally 
friendly option than, for 
example, carpet, vinyl and 
plastics which are all full of 
petrochemicals and glues; 
they also wear out and will 

end up in landfill 
within a decade 
or so, where 
they will remain 
for thousands of 
years.

A hardwood 
timber floor by 
comparison will 
last a lifetime, 
requires only 3.5 
cub m of timber 
(for an average 
house) and 
will most likely 
be recycled or 
repurposed if the 
house was ever 
dismantled.

Our mixed 
species forestry industry 
is critical to building 
environmentally friendly 
homes and our future 
depends on it. The only real 
alternative is imported timber 
from places where often the 
forestry practices are far less 
regulated than here.

Nationally we import 
around $2 billion worth of 
framing timber. If Tasmania’s 
native timber products were 
to be added to the imported 
timber pile, instead of being 
produced here, that would 
be an additional $120 million 
worth of timber per annum 
that would have to be bought 
from overseas.

We need and should 
embrace our local forestry 
industry. Our critics will try 
to tell you otherwise, but 
these are the facts. Let’s get 
serious and help build 10,000 
social and affordable homes, 
and let’s build them now.

• Nick Steel is CEO of the 
Tasmanian Forest Products 
Association.

1/   Tasmanian Forest Products Association CEO Nick Steel and  
Tasmanian Chamber of Commerce and Industry CEO Michael Bailey 
get the feel of the right building stuff.  Photo: The Examiner
2/   Guy Barnett… pledge to deliver 10,000 new social and affordable 
homes in Tasmania by 2032.

1
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OPINION

Vickie pulls rug from under $40m port plan

A strong case for Tasmania’s renewable forestry
industry: Guy Barnett’s housing pledge a winner
NICK STEEL

OUR CRITICS WILL 
TELL YOU OTHERWISE, 
BUT THESE ARE 
THE FACTS
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INTRODUCING THE  T IGERCAT

220° Turnaround® seat with full drive controls

20% more cab space

19% more window area

Adjustable, heavy-duty air ride seat

Climate controlled cup holder

Dedicated storage locations

Completely redesigned HVAC system

Reinforced engine enclosure doors

High-capacity dual cylinder grapples

Full tractive effort at any engine speed

The new Tigercat H-series skidders 
have arrived.

Redesigned cab, easy serviceability and superior 

productivity. Experience the H-series for yourself. 

Contact Onetrak today to find out more.

 

WINDOW AREACAB SPACE

http://www.tigercat.com
http://www.onetrak.com.au


16 TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 717   |   July 28, 2022 

THE United States has tripled 
annual reforestation spending 
to tackle a 1.6 million ha 
replanting backlog driven by 
intense wildfires.

The US. Forest Service 
reforestation funding rose to 
more than $100 million this 
year as part of moves to plant 
more than a billion trees in a 
decade under President Joe 
Biden’s infrastructure package, 
the Department of Agriculture 
said in a statement.

The 2022 wildfire season in 
the United States is already 
unlike any other, and it’s far 
from over. More than 4.7 
million acres have burned so 
far. California has suffered 
five of its largest fires ever 
recorded, while in Oregon, 
fires have consumed an 
area larger than the state of 
Rhode Island. Smoke and 
ash have saturated the air, 
and preemptive electrical 

shutdowns have 
left thousands 
without power.

US wildfires are 
now so ferocious 
they incinerate 
entire stands and 
their seeds, leaving 
forests unable to 
regenerate without 
replanting.

“We’re no longer 
having trees come 
back, we’re having 
brush come back,” US Forest 
Service chief Randy Moore 
said.

“We have an opportunity 
to address what we’ve seen 
taking place for quite a while.”

The reforestation drive is 
the largest in the US since the 
1930s when billions of trees 
were planted under New Deal 
work programs.

Average annual US wildfire 

acreage has about tripled 
since the 1980s when the 
USFS reforestation budget 
was capped at $30 million. 
Before this year the agency 
met around 6% of replanting 
needs, 80% of which are 
driven by wildfire, USDA data 
shows.

Forest biologists say the 
new reforestation budget, set 
under the infrastructure bill's 
Replant Act, needs to grow 
further to address the backlog 

and new blazes.

The USDA said it 
expected spending 
to “significantly 
increase” in 
coming years, 
without giving 
further details.

“You will need 
maybe another 
Replant Act or 
amendment that 
increases that 
value another 

four-fold or 10-fold so we 
can do this right and not be 
doing it as a catch up game,” 
said Owen Burney, head of 
the southwest’s largest tree 
nursery in New Mexico.

The Forest Service is 
counting on partner nurseries 
like Burney's to scale up 
seedling production, agency 
officials said. USFS nurseries 
produce around 30 million 
seedlings a year.

GLOBAL NEWS

Fire surrounds a bridge in Oroville, California.

SINGAPORE CONFERENCE, 26 - 28 OCT + VIETNAM FIELD TRIP, 31 OCT - 1 NOV 2022.

GLOBAL WOODCHIP AND BIOMASS TRADE CONFERENCE AND FIELD TRIP
2022 DANA - GINGKO

GINGKO
CONSULTING

FOR WEBSITE    CLICK HERE   OR TO CONTACT ORGANISER    CLICK HERE   

2 1/2 Day Conference in Singapore with 7 major themes:
•	 Global	Wood	Chip	Trade:	Regional	user	and	supplier	updates.
•	 Details	of	the	>150	dedicated	woodchip	vessel	shipping	fleet.	
•	 Global	Biomass	Trade:	Regional	user	and	supplier	updates.
•	 Global	pulp-mill	status	and	expansions:	Market	pulp	trends.
•	 The	future	impact	of	Russia:	Woodchip	and	Biomass	Trade.
•	 The	Global	status	of	the	tree	based	carbon	credit	industry.	
•	 A	‘New	Projects,	New	Products’	panel.	

Register now 

for Vietnam 

Field Trip!

2 Day Vietnam Field Trip: 
	

Visit	chip	and	wood	pellet	
mills,	3	chip	export	ports	

and	2	plantations.	
Location:	Da	Nang,	Vietnam

USA triples reforestation spending on wildfires

https://danaevents.co.nz/2022singapore/
marielaferrari.e@gmail.com
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BLACK Rod was the eldest 
of my mother’s 15 siblings, 
all born in Scotland. He was 
a decorated soldier in the 
Royal Scots Regiment and, 
along with two 1000-strong 
battalions, found himself 
stationed in India at the 
outbreak of World War 1.

Black Rod, black sheep – 
neither are a proper moniker 
for a man with such military 
service. Let’s go with 
“loveable rogue”.

He returned to Dundee 
after the war to find his old 
job as train driver afforded no 
vacancies. So, the enterprising 
Scot took on a more exciting 
and rewarding pursuit – 
collecting jewellery … as a cat 
burglar.

He got away with it for 
a time until a chimney he 
was clinging to fell apart 
alerting the home owner – a 
policeman.

The late David Armstrong, 
who was manager of the 
Queensland Timber Board, 
used his ancestry exploration 
skills to help me track the 
fortunes of my uncle. He 
found two newspaper reports 
– one announcing the arrest 
of the Dundee Cat Burglar, 
the other a citation from the 
Dundee City Council awarded 
to Rod 10 years later after  
he had dived into the raging  
Firth of Tay to save the life  

of a young boy.

The old proverb that a hero 
is only as great as their villain 
is a valid concept.

But let’s admire another 
rogue … in the shape of the 
HiLux 4x4 Rogue, Toyota’s 
response to the arrival of high-
performance oriented dual-cab 
utes and indeed Australia’s 
growing appetite for dual-cab 
utes as family-first vehicles.

We tested the upgraded 
top-of-the-line 2.8L diesel with 
automatic transmission that 
gains 20 kW more power and 
50 Nm more torque.

The Rogue, Rugged and 
Rugged X were designed 
and developed in Australia. In 
fact, they’re constructed here. 
Toyota Australia grabs donor 
vehicles off the line in Thailand 
and then adds all the bits and 
pieces here.

Extra torque and 
sophisticated towing 

technology mean the 4x4 
HiLux variants have a 3.5 
tonne braked towing capacity.

HiLux comes standard 
with trailer sway control and 
intelligent safety technology 
that corrects and helps 
minimise sway. Using a 
built-in camera and front-
grille-mounted radar, it keeps 
you at a pre-selected speed, 
automatically accelerating and 
decelerating with the traffic in 
front.

Toyota claims the HiLux 
Rogue uses 8.4L/100 km 
of diesel in a combined city 
and highway cycle. It has an 
80-litre fuel tank, so it should 
be able to travel 952 km on a 
full tank.

Toyota Australia pricing 
starts with the Rogue wearing 
a $68,990 before on-road 
costs sticker and the Rugged 
X available from $69,990.

Standard safety features 
include, seven air bags, 

vehicle stability control, active 
traction control, hill-start assist 
control and reversing camera. 
It gets a five-star ANCAP 
safety rating.

The Rogue has a sumptuous 
interior with room for five, 
so everyone can pile in for 
a either a lunch run or a 
fishing expedition. Finish is 
impeccable, from its leather-
accented trim with contrasting 
stitching on the dash, door 
trims, seats and steering 
wheel to the brushed-metal 
appearance of subtle dash and 
door trim inserts.

Toyota recently announced 
an upgrade of its three-
year warranty to a five-year 
unlimited km warranty.

Like the Rugged X, the 
Rogue is available in three 
new colours –feverish red, 
Saturn blue or, as on our test 
model, military oxide bronze.

Loveable? Well it just might 
be.

ON THE ROAD WITH ORSON WHIELS HILUX DC 4X4 TD 6A ROGUE

1/   A rogue and rugged… Toyota’s 4x4 diesel HiLux pick-up.. 
2/   Inside Rogue… sumptuous and with comfortable room for five.
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