
www.margulesgroome.com

FIRST FOR FORESTRY CONSULTINGFIRST FOR FORESTRY CONSULTING

timberandforestryenews.com

Contact us on  
1800 822 621

Building a strong industry for you
CAREERS / TRAINING / SAFETY / SERVICE

Like and 
follow us on

ISSUE 712  |  June 23, 2022

New AS/NZS 4708 
Standard  
recognised by  
Green Star
Click here.

Queensland R&D stands tall at bigQueensland R&D stands tall at big
week of talks and tours in Brisbaneweek of talks and tours in Brisbane

COVER STORY P 5

http://www.margulesgroome.com
https://www.timberandforestryenews.com/
http://www.forestfit.com.au
https://timbernsw.tiny.us/facebook
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/responsible-wood-recognised-in-new-green-star-rating-tools/


2 TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 712   |   June 23, 2022 

CHINA’s increasing influence 
on trade in the Pacific is no 
better demonstrated than by 
the Republic’s increasing level 
of timber imports from PNG 
and the Solomon Islands.

The international forest 
trade has been turned on its 
head since the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict with the global 
shortage of wood worsening 
daily. Disturbingly, China is still 
accepting Russian logs which, 
in some reported cases, is 
being exported at the highest 
price as sawn wood ‘made in 
China’.

Volumes dropped for most 
of the world’s main suppliers 
of imported logs during the 
first quarter of 2022 – except 
for PNG and the Solomon 
Islands.

According to the 
International Tropical Timber 
Organisation, China’s log 
imports from PNG surged 
51% to 740,000 cub m and 

from the Solomon Islands by 
3% to 405,000 cub b m.

The value of China’s log 
imports from these two 
regions surged 80% and 45% 
respectively.

According to China 
Customs, log imports totalled 
9.973 million cub m, valued 
at $US1.963 billion in the first 
quarter of 2022. The average 
CIF price was $US197 cub m, 
up 28% from the same period 
in 2021.

There is a message here 
from the International Tropical 
Timber Organisation. It reports 
that China’s sawn wood 

imports from Ukraine declined 
sharply by 52% in the first 
quarter to 125,000 cub m, 
valued at $US68 million, down 
35% in value.

China’s log imports from 
Ukraine reached more than 1 
million cub m in 2013 and 2014 
but subsequently fell to nearly 
zero in 2021-2022. Previously, 
China’s sawn wood imports 

from Ukraine had 
been increasing 
and reached 1.056 
million cub m in 
2020 but fell 12% 
to 932,000 cub 
m in 2021 due 
to the epidemic 
with zero imports 
this year because 
of Russia’s trade 
pressure on 
Ukraine.

Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese’s administration 
is racing to bolster ties with 
its neighbours after China 
shocked Canberra in April by 
signing a security pact with 
the Solomon Islands. China 
has already begun training 
Solomon Islands police. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Richard Marles says Australia 
needs to put Pacific islands 
nations and their development 
needs first to repair its 
relations in the region, amid 
growing competition from 
China.

Australia should be the 
“natural partner of choice for 
the nations of the Pacific,” Mr 
Marles said.

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®

INDUSTRY NEWS

AUSTRALIA MUST
REPAIR ITS
RELATIONS IN THE
PACFIIC REGION

Cont P 4

China muscles in on PNG and Solomon Islands as
timber trade in the region enjoys record shipments

1/   PNG is increasing log exports 
to China.
2/   Penny Wong… addressing trade 
relations frayed by Solomon Islands 
pact with China.

1

2



TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 712   |   June 23, 2022 3

THE NSW government has 
unveiled a record $28 million 
farm forestry package as part 
of the 2022-23 State Budget 
to bolster on-the-ground 
support for producers, drive 
innovation and promote best 
practice in sustainable farm 
forestry businesses. 

Deputy Premier and 
Minister for Regional 
NSW Paul Toole said the 
funding boost followed the 
introduction of new farm 
forestry codes of practice 
earlier this year, and provided 
increased support to farmers 
through enhanced education 
and training.

“This investment will fund 
a suite of programs and 
partnerships to facilitate and 
expand the development of 
the state’s sustainable farm 
forestry industry,” Mr Toole 
said.

“This is the largest 
investment in farm forestry 
in more than a decade, and 
it reflects the increasingly 
important role it will play in 
supporting our sustainable 
timber industry.”

Minister for Agriculture 
Dugald Saunders said the 
investment would provide 
farmers with practical advice 
and support services to 
ensure forestry becomes a 
part of future farm planning.

“Our Australian-grown 
timber products are 
something we should all 
be very proud of. However, 
access to timber in our state 
forests has been constrained 
over the last few years due 
to fires and floods,” Mr 
Saunders said.

“This investment will put 

NSW farmers in the box seat 
to produce timber to be sold 
domestically, which will not 
only directly address timber 
shortages, but also increases 
and diversifies income 
streams for farmers after a 
tough few years.” 

This announcement follows 
the introduction of new farm 
forestry codes of practice 
(formerly private native 
forestry) that will ensure long-
term sustainability for the 
industry and provide robust 
environmental protections 
across the NSW private 
forestry estate.

New changes for 
landowners under the codes 
include:

• New harvest and 
operating standards that 
provide greater clarity and 
are easier for landholders to 
apply – now including pest, 
weed and fire management.

• Updated planning and 
reporting with a clear role for 
local land services to engage 
with farmers, and options for 
small scale harvesting.

• Environmental 
protections that are clearer  
for landholders while 

ensuring long-term 
environmental sustainability 
in farm forests.

This investment will also 
fund a pilot certification 
scheme to support 
landholders seeking 
certification for their timber 

products under 
the Responsible 
Wood/
PEFC forest 
certification 
standards. This 
will increase 
market access, 
improve social 
licence and 
incentivise the 

production of sustainable 
timber in Australia.

INDUSTRY NEWS

1/   New farm forestry codes of practice will ensure long-term 
sustainability for the industry.
2/   Dugald Saunders… ensuring that farm forestry becomes 
part of future farm planning.
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IN its 23rd year, 
the 2022 ‘hybrid' 
Timber Offsite 
Construction 
Conference and 
Exhibition opened 
in Melbourne this 
week with a lively 
and stimulating 
presentation by 
Anthony Thistleton 
of Waugh Thistleton 
Architects.

His subject 
presented to more 
than 200 delegates 
from Australia, 
New Zealand, the 
UK, Europe and 
USA, set the pace 
for the big event: 
“Sustainable 
building design – 
the future is in our 
hands!"

The two-day conference 
consisted of a combination of  
‘live streaming’ international 
presenters with ‘in-person’ 
local speakers to provide 
interactive global coverage 
of topics by world-renowned 
experts such as Gerry 
McCaughey (USA - ‘Mr 
Offsite), James Fitzpatrick 
(fitzpatrick + partners), 
Ninotschka Titchkosky (BVN - 
Architects, Atlassian Building) 
and Nick Milestone (UK/
Singapore)  targeting this 
year’s theme of Timber & 
Technology – the Zero Carbon 
Future.

Topics provided 
a pathway through 
the design and 
construction 
process in sessions 
titled building 
design influences; 
construction 
productivity; 
manufacturing 
and technology; 

and global wood building 
projects. The focus was 
on identifying efficiencies, 
enhancing quality and 
showing how innovation 
can create and determine 
new values and change 
how we design and 
construct.

Building project panel 
presentations provided 

insight and ’no secrets spared’ 
into 'real life' design and 
construction of mass timber 
buildings with the architects, 
engineers and key suppliers 
explaining their major design 
challenges and solutions to 
impart practical knowledge  
to all.

“Delegates attending ‘face 
to face’ all commented on 
how good it is to network 
and connect again after a two 
year gap,” said Kevin Ezard, 
conference founder.
• Report, more photos in next 
week’s edition.

Meanwhile, Australia’s 
foreign minister Penny Wong 
while in the Solomon Islands 
met with the country’s leader 
Manasseh Sogavare to 
address relations frayed by 
the Pacific nation’s close ties 
and recent security pact with 
China.

In a travel and trade blitz 
through the South Pacific, 
her mission was to shore up 
regional ties. Since the Labor 

government’s May 21 election 
victory, Wong has flown to 
Japan, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa 
and New Zealand to parry 
China’s growing military and 
diplomatic influence.

Ms Wong was the first 
Australian minister to travel 
to Solomon Islands since 
China announced a pact with 
the sovereign state during 
the federal election – an 
agreement that alarmed 
officials in Australia, New 
Zealand and the US.

TIMBER OFFSITE CONSTRUCTION CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483 

tabmatraining.edu.au

TA B M A  T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions

Flexible training delivery

Highly skilled trainers

NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450 
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE 

1/   Congratulating Kevin Ezard (second from 
right) on a successful conference and exhibition 
in Melbourne are Jesse Graham, Capstone  
Construction, David Oliver EGM sales and  
marketing, NeXTimber (Timberlink), and Jeff 
Moss Timberlink sales manager.
2/   Kevin Ezard introduces the building project  
panel session focusing on the Geelong Civic  
Precinct and Adelaide Oval Hotel. Panel mem-
bers are Jason Skinner, design manager, Built  
Environs, Adam Jones, technical manager- 
engineering, XLam Australia, Nick Lane, senior 
structural engineer,  Mott Macdonald, with ses-
sion moderator Robert Mansell, CLT business  
development, XLam.
3/   Tyson Infanti, Hasslacher Group/Hess  
Timber confers with Badge Construction  
delegates Steven Hay and Jason Mulcahy.

1

From P 2

Sustainable building design: future is in our hands!
Global speakers and more than 200 delegates participate in TOC 22

2
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MORE than 50 
national industry 
leaders had a rare 
chance to visit 
some of Australia’s 
leading research 
centres during a 
round of industry 
events in Brisbane 
last week.

They inspected 
the Queensland 
government’s 
forestry and timber 
research facility 
at Salisbury, the 
Centre for Timber 
Structures at the 
University of Queensland and 
25 King Street, Australia’s 
tallest and largest engineered 
timber office building.

This followed the forest 
industries dinner at Rydges 
Southbank attended by 
more than 150 industry 

stakeholders who were 
welcomed by AFPA and 
Timber Queensland chairs 
Greg McCormack and Ian 
Haines and CEOs Ross 
Hampton and Mick Stephens.

Guests were also 
addressed by Assistant 
Minister to the Queensland 
Premier Bart Mellish, 
Responsible Wood CEO 
Simon Dorries, AFCA CEO 
Carlie Porteous, ForestFit 
program manager Dionne 
Olsen, as well as FWPA’s 

Eileen Newbury.

The night was also an 
opportunity to meet new 
federal Minister for Forestry 
Murray Watt and Labor 
MP and forestry champion 
Joel Fitzgibbon who has 
joined the AFPA board as an 
independent non-executive 
director.

Timber Queensland’s 
industry R&D field day 
transported regular ‘desk 
jockeys’ into the field of 
research, starting at the DAF 

Salisbury Research 
Facility which 
is equipped to 
undertake forest 
products research 
and development 
on a semi-
commercial, pilot 
or laboratory scale.

Welcomed by 
the DAF forestry 
science and the 
DAF forest product 
innovation team, 
the group toured 
the facility with 
Dr Rob McGavin, 
research facility 

and project manager, who 
showed opportunities and 
advancements in small-log 
processing and engineered 
wood products. 

Dr Benoit Gilbert, 
principal scientist and Adam 
Redman, timber engineer,  
demonstrated capacity 
in product performance 
testing and mechanical 
properties determination 

Responsible Wood would like to congratulate the 
2021 PF Olsen Australia and Birdlife Australia NSW 

Softwood Plantation Pilot Surveys.

Beautiful. Natural. Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

White-eared
Honeyeater
(Photo Birdlife  
Australia)

AFPA-TIMBER QUEENSLAND EVENT

LABORATORIES
SHOWCASE THEIR
LATEST RESEARCH

Big AFPA-Timber Queensland event wraps up with seminars, inspections and field days

Powerhouse of innovation: industry R&D captures
stakeholder imagination at week of talks and tours

Cont P 6  

Field tour participants inspect engineered wood projects at the DAF forestry and timber research 
facility at Salisbury.

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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and Dr Chandan Kumar, 
principal scientist, and Dr 
Maryam Shirmohammadi 
provided an overview of 
forest value determination, 
wood properties assessment 
and advancements in timber 
seasoning.

The tour then headed to 
the Centre for Future Timber 
Structures in the Advanced 
Engineering Building at the 
University of Queensland.

Lenny McInnes, project 
engineer, showcased the 
structures lab providing 
insights into the range of 
research work undertaken by 
the purpose-built facility. The 
visitors were fascinated to 
see a large beam in situ for 
connection testing, the scale 
and size of the experiment 
providing an insight into the 
capabilities of the centre. 

Fire lab manager Jeronimo 
Tirado explained fire testing 
methods that give a better 
understanding of fire 
performance, development 
of fire safe products, cost-
effective performance 
solutions and pathways for 
regulatory compliance.

No visit to UQ’s Advanced 
Engineering Building is 
complete without seeing the 
stunning GHD Auditorium. The 
215-tonne roof is supported 
entirely by impressive timber 

members that span the entire 
30-m wide space, held by 
four 30-m long timber trusses 
forming a series of dramatic 
zinc profiled vaults. The pre-
fabricated timber trusses, all 
locally harvested, milled and 
engineered by Hyne Timber 
in Maryborough, consist 
of glulam hardwood flitch 
sections with a structural 
steel plate sandwiched in-
between. 

The tour was rounded out 
with a series of excellent 
presentations by CFTS 
director Professor Keith 
Crews and his research team 
summarising the extensive 
nature timber research at 
UQ which covers: supporting 
revision of Australian 
standards,  timber fire safety,  
durable timber structures, 

CLT building 
performance 
in hot-humid 
climates, 
adaptable timber 
buildings, building 
performance 
and resource 
efficiency, artificial 
intelligence for 

manufacture, opportunities 
for carbon offsets and verified 
emissions reductions, and 
adoption of new materials 
in construction and 
infrastructure.

Last stop on the tour was 
the award-winning 25 King 
Street, Australia’s tallest and 
largest engineered timber 
office building. Aurecon’s 
Callum Lillywhite, lead 
engineer, buildings structures, 
welcomed the visitors, 
explaining that not only is 
Aurecon the anchor tenant, 
it is also part of the creation 

of 25 King as the structural 
engineers (with Lendlease) 
provided building services, 
acoustic engineers and 
sustainability consultants for 
the structure.

Professor Jeff Morrell 
from the Centre for Timber 
Durability and and Design Life 
at the University Sunshine 
Coast, outlined important 
research projects, including 
the development of local data 
on existing and emerging 
wood-based materials that 
will enhance CSIRO service 
life prediction models, 
moisture control and fire 
performance. 

The final presentation on 
the day allowed Professor 
Mark Brown to provide 
an overview of the USC’s 
forest industries research 
centre and major research 
collaborations under way. 
These include projects with 
DAF to advance Queensland 
forest industries through 
applied tree improvement and 
plantation management and 
forest health research, applied 

AFPA-TIMBER QUEENSLAND EVENT

INSPECTION OF
AUSTRALIA’S
TALLEST TIMBER
BUILDING

1/   Andrew Leighton, CEO, FWPA (right), and Bill Legatte, 
principal research scientist, Forest Products Innovation, QDAF.
2/   Eileen Newbury, WoodSolutions and Kevin Peachy, FWPA,  
loved 25 King Street.
3/   Kim Baber, fellow in civil engineering and architecture, 
University of Queensland, explains research in resource 
efficiency.
4/   Jeronimo Tirado, fire lab manager, UQ Centre for Future 
Timber Structures, shows the result of fire performance 
testing.

2
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022

TCA has a clear view to the future

JULY
10-15: 65th The Society 
of Wood Science and 
Technology annual meeting 
– Salt/Peppers Mantra 
complex, Kingscliffe, NSW. 
SWST activities include 
publishing wood and fibre 
science and accrediting 
undergraduate wood science 
programs in North American, 
South America, Asia and 
Europe. Registration open at 

www.swst.org 

SEPTEMBER
11-16: Gottstein Trust 
Understanding Wood Science 
Course – Sunday evening, 
September 11, 2022, in 
Albury, NSW, for the field trip 
component, ending on Friday, 
September 16, in Canberra. 
The course is fully booked 
and a wait list is operating on 
a first-in-first-served basis. 

Delivered in partnership with 
the ANU. The course program 
can be downloaded at www.
gottsteintrust.org

OCTOBER
20-22: Forestry Australia 
Symposium – Albury, 
NSW. Leading, adapting 
and reimagining: the future 
of forestry. Available in 
person or online  www.
forestryconference.com.au/ 

26-28: DANA-Gingko Global 
Woodchip and Biomass 
Trade Conference – Marriott 
Singapore Tang Plaza 
Hotel, Singapore. Focus on 
woodchips and biomass. (Venue 
to be advised). Website live 
and early bird registrations now 
open. Visit https://danaevents.
co.nz/2022singapore Contact 
conference organiser Mariela 
Ferrari marielaferrari.e@gmail.
com

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

Key guidance on sustainable forest management standard
IN December last 
year Responsible 
Wood published 
the latest version 
of the AS / NZS 
4708 Standard for 
Sustainable Forest 
Management – 
requirements.

As part of the 
communication 
process, sustainability 
manager Matt de Jongh 
is holding workshops 
and meetings throughout 
Australia and New Zealand 
introducing the new 
standard.

Mr de Jongh has so far 
presented workshops in 
Tasmania and Western 
Australia with upcoming 
workshops scheduled in New 
Zealand (July 6), Melbourne 
(August 3) and Mount 
Gambier (August 4).

“It is important to 
communicate with certificate 
holders on the key changes 
to the new standard and that 
there is a two-year transition 
period,” Mr de Jongh said.

These workshops and 
meetings have provided an 
opportunity for certificate 
holders to better understand 
the new standard, but 
also facilitated important 
discussion and generated 
many questions and 
answers.

As an outcome, 

Responsible Wood is now 
displaying questions and 
answers on its website 
outlining the key changes 
to the new standard and a 
summary of the questions 
and answers generated as 
part of the engagement with 
certificate holders.

Matt de Jongh said the 
website was a reference 
point for certificate holders 

and would be updated as 
new information became 
available.

In addition, certificate 
holders are also encouraged 
to refer to the transition 
policy for the new standard 
at www.responsiblewood.
org.au/resources/

Certificate holders have 
until March 10, 2024, 
to transition to the new 
standard.

In mid-May, PF Olsen 
(Aust) became the first 
Responsible Wood certificate 
holder to be audited under 
the new AS / NZS 4708. 
Audited by BSI Group, the 
Australia-NZ standard (AS 
/ NZS 4708), along with 
the Australian standard for 
chain of custody for forest 
products (AS / NZS 4707) are 
key components of the RW 
certification scheme.

Matt de Jongh… workshops across 
Australia and New Zealand.

http://www.swst.org
http://www.gottsteintrust.org
http://www.gottsteintrust.org
http://www.forestryconference.com.au/
http://www.forestryconference.com.au/
https://danaevents.co.nz/2022singapore
https://danaevents.co.nz/2022singapore
mailto:marielaferrari.e@gmail.com
mailto:marielaferrari.e@gmail.com
mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
http://www.responsiblewood.org.au/resources/
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research work with the Forest 
Pest Management Research 
Consortium to extend the 
availability of chemicals for 
effective, sustainable and safe 
use for weed management 
in plantation and the Forest 
Operations Research Alliance 
(AFORA) guiding and funding 
research activities in forest 
operations, transport and 
logistics.

The busy day was sealed 
with a tour of Aueron’s offices 
at 25 King . Aurecon’s tenancy celebrates timber and creates 

a contemporary and creative 
studio environment.

At the heart of Aurecon’s 
wellness culture at 25 King, 
is a wide staircase at ground 
level leading to an open, 

communal space with booths 
and meeting spaces framed 
by greenery and bathed in 
natural light. The goals was to 
create spaces where people 
want to spend time and 
engage with others, which 
inevitably leads to a more 

collaborative and innovative 
workforce. 

Clearly participants on 
the tour were not immune 
to the positive energy, 
many hugging the timber 
beams as they departed the 
building and feeling positive 
about the innovation work 
being undertaken by many 
of Queensland’s brightest 
researchers.

NSW 2022-23 BUDGET

Callum Lillywhite, lead engineer, buildings structures, at Aurecon  
addresses visitors to 25 King Street.

UPDATE ON
DEVELOPMENT
OF WOOD-BASED
MATERIALS

On the cover: Professor Keith 
Crews at the Centre for Future 
Timber Structures in the  
Advanced Engineering Building 
at the University of Queensland 
and his research team  
summarised the extensive  
timber research under way 
including timber fire safety, 
durable timber structures, CLT 
building performance in hot- 
humid climates and resource 
efficiency.

From P 6

THE NSW government has 
begun the process of selling 
Tuesday’s big-spending 
budget as it prepares for next 
year's election to secure a 
fourth term.

Treasurer Matt Kean said 
his first budget was all about 
“reform to support families 
and build a brighter future 
for everyone”. But it comes 
at a cost, with the projected 
deficit for next financial 
year more than tripling the 
government’s prediction in 
December, up to $11.3 billion.

Economic growth is 
projected to be 4.25% over 
the next financial year and 
the government still expects 
a surplus in 2024-25, partially 
thanks to GST revenue, 
mining royalties and taxes 
on foreign investors and 
gambling.

“The budget demonstrates 

a clear commitment and 
acknowledgment that 
improving housing supply is 
the best means of improving 
affordability in the state," HIA 
executive director NSW David 
Bare said.

“Importantly the $500 
million package includes $300 
million to enable the delivery 
of critical infrastructure 
necessary to unlock more 
shovel-ready land, with 
40% of that spend targeting 
regional areas,” Mr Bare said.

“It is pleasing to see an 
additional $33.8 million to 
develop a regional housing 
supply pipeline supporting 
findings of the Regional 

Housing Taskforce to which 
HIA members contributed 
substantial input.

“Initiatives to accelerate 
planning approvals ($89 
million) and rezoning of 
housing precincts ($73.5 
million) are welcomed.

“And $300 million for the 
upgrading and maintenance 
of 15,800 social housing 
properties and $217 million 
supporting First Nations 
families housing are vital 
investments.”

Mr Bare said the shortage 
of skilled trades for residential 
construction was at record 
levels, so the investment of 
$82.7 million over four years 

in providing an additional 
70,000 fee-free training spots 
for apprentices and trainees 
was positive. However, 
more needed to be done 
to promote skilled trades in 
construction as a legitimate 
career path.

“But a doubling of the 
foreign investor surcharge 
land tax sends all the wrong 
messages to overseas 
investors and is nothing more 
than a blatant cash grab 
which will act as disincentive 
to potential investment in 
NSW,” Mr Bare said.

No consideration was 
evident in the budget of any 
interim remedies or support 
for the significant pressures 
faced by businesses in our 
industry, unable to effectively 
pass on the rising costs of 
labour and materials.

“HIA stands ready to work 
with the NSW government 
on developing measures to 
support the industry navigate 
this challenging period," Mr 
Bare added.

Budget gives clear commitment to housing supply

1/   Matt Keen
2/   David Bare

1 2

$33.8M TO DEVELOP
REGIONAL HOUSING
SUPPLY PIPELINE
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north and zooms for a
good look at the future
CHAIRED by Suzette 
Weeding, Gottstein trustees 
held an all-day board meeting 
and planning and strategy 
session at Timber House 
in Brisbane last week 
during the AFPA-Timber 
Queensland round of events. 
Those not able to fly north in 
person joined by Zoom.

“The trust has always 
adapted and therefore 
remained relevant to the 
changing needs and priorities 
of the industry,” Ms Weeding 
said.

“The strategy session is a 
time when we focus on the 
future rather than the past 
and present,” she said.

Suzette Weeding was 
joined at the strategy 
session by fellow trustees 
John Simon, Nils Gunnersen, 
Brian Farmer, James 
Malone, Carlie Porteous 
and Helen Murray, principal 
of Kurrumbene Projects & 
Advocacy which manages 
the trust program.

The trust is investigating 
potential new initiatives 
consistent with the 
Objects of the Trust, while 
maintaining its traditional 
popular offerings.

“Demand for Gottstein 
Trust learning opportunities 
is very strong,” Ms Weeding 
said.

“The upcoming 
‘understanding wood science 
course’ in September is 

over-subscribed. Already 
more than 20 people 
have expressed interest 
in attending the 2023 
‘understanding forest 
science course’.

“These courses build 
knowledge for participants 
from any part of the forestry 
and wood products sector, 
including service providers, 
and we are thrilled that they 
appeal to a broad cohort of 
industry.”

Ms Weeding said Gottstein 
was focused on keeping 
the courses contemporary 
and incorporating new 
and emerging issues and 
initiatives for the forest and 
wood products sector.

The trustees will soon be 
interviewing applicants short-
listed for the 2022 Gottstein 
fellowship and scholarship 
grants. Successful 
applicants for the 2022 skill 
development grants are soon 
to be announced also.

If anyone wants to 
examine the value of these 
grants just spend five 
minutes on the testimonials 
page at www.gottsteintrust.
org

Suzette Weeding… demand for 
Gottstein Trust learning  
opportunities is very strong.

WOOD SCIENCE
COURSE NOW
OVERSUBSCRIBED

http://www.gottsteintrust
http://www.hyne.com.au
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A US lawsuit to stop the 
importation and sale of sub-
standard structural plywood 
from Brazil has ended in a 
permanent injunction barring 
a long-time certifier from 
operations in South America’s 
largest country.

The suit alleged false 
advertising, loss of revenue 
and negligence related to 
the structural plywood failing 
to meet US standards and 
was therefore unsafe. In 
a Fort Lauderdale federal 
court on May 24, judge 
Roy Altman entered a 
permanent injunction 
requiring the revocation of 
all PS 1 certificates issued 
by PFS-TECO to more than 

a dozen Brazilian mills 
producing structural 
plywood for the US 
market.

The decision forces 
wholesalers and 
retailers to immediately 
consider these 
products off-grade and 
to either obliterate the 
PS 1 stamp on the 
plywood before resale 
or destroy it.

Although the Brazilian 
plywood was stamped PS 1 
by PFS-TECO, it experienced 
massive failure rates during 
testing by the American 
Plywood Association and 
other testing laboratories.

The US Structural Plywood 
Integrity Coalition includes 
nine family-owned US 
plywood manufacturers 
alleging that PFS-TECO 
falsely certified that plywood 
imported from Brazil met 

US structural integrity 
requirements. The sub-
standard Brazilian plywood 
has been used in construction 
throughout the US and 
during reconstruction efforts 
following hurricanes along the 
east coast, including Florida 
and Puerto Rico.

The sub-standard plywood 
is produced by more than 
30 plants in southern Brazil. 
Companies like PFS-TECO 

inspect and certify 
Brazilian plywood 
to meet the PS 1 
structural standard 
prior to import and 
sale in the US. Building 
codes require that 
structural grade 
plywood panels 
incorporated into 
roofs, floors and walls 
of residential and 
commercial buildings 
are PS 1 certified for 
structural integrity.

In 2021 alone, Brazilian 
plywood accounted for 11% 
of all US supply with nearly 
111,483,648 sq m sold.

The US Structural Plywood 
Integrity Coalition says it 
is clear that there was a 
concerted effort to defraud 
American consumers by 
misrepresenting imported 
plywood panels as equivalent 
to domestic panels.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Lawsuit stops sale of faulty Brazilian plywood in US

Tanalised® is a registered trademark of Arxada or its subsidiaries. ©2022 Arxada

Each generation
will reap what the 
former has sown.

MASSIVE FAILURE
OF BUILDING CODES
FOR CONSTRUCTION

In 2021 alone, Brazilian plywood accounted for 11% 
of all US supply with nearly 111,483,648 sq m sold.
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OPINIONRenewable. Sustainable. 
Secure. Reliable.

CANFOR  MADE IN CANADA

VIDA  MADE IN SWEDEN
For more information contact:
VIDA WOOD AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
41 Inghams Place, Hemmant QLD 4174 Australia
P: 07 3147 8790   |   E. sales@vidawood.com
W. www.vida.se/en/info/vida-wood-australia

VIDA Canfor offer the following products:
•  Structural framing –  

MGP10/MGP12/F5
• Primed weatherboards
• Solid battens
• Decking
• H3 LOSP frame
• Plus DTL facilities for precision docking

Please contact our experienced and motivated staff 
to find out how we can help your business.

P: 07 3147 8790
• Deliveries & pickups: 6.30 am to 3.00 pm
• Office hours: 7.00 am to 4.00 pm

VIDA Canfor, a global supplier of refined products 
from sustainable Swedish and Canadian forests.  
A stable supplier of roof trusses, wall elements and 
finished modules in wood, all raw material from 
VIDA Canfor sawmills are produced with  
both the highest quality and the environment  
considered, where we are PEFC and FSC Certified.

mailto:sales@vidawood.com
http://www.vida.se/en/info/vida-wood-australia
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OOPS! The forest 
industry might now 
be pushing it uphill 
with a pointed stick 
after the change 
of government in 
May.

History tells 
us that Labor 
governments 
have never been 
particularly friendly 
to the forest 
industry. This is 
clearly evident right 
now with Western Australian 
and Victorian governments 
planning to close down long-
standing and sustainable 
native forest-based timber 
production operations without 
any science to back up these 
politically-motivated decisions.

It is more than reasonable 
to be somewhat concerned 
about new PM Anthony 
Albanese’s attitude towards 
the forest industry given his 
passed commentary opposing 
the sector. Back in 2004, he 
expressed strong support 
for then Labor leader Mark 
Latham’s policy of shutting 
down production forestry 
activity in Tasmania.

“I think Mark Latham got 
the principles absolutely right,” 
Albanese said at the time.

These policies cost the 
Labor Party two Tasmanian 
seats when Latham led the 
party to defeat at the 2004 
federal election.

Mr Albanese assured 
Tasmanian timber workers 
during the recent campaign 
that their jobs were safe 
and did a U-turn pledging 
his support for the industry. 
However, the election results 
suggested that voters in the 
key Tasmanian seats of Bass, 
Braddon and Lyons remained 
wary of the Labor leader and 
his pledge of support for the 
industry with the three seats 
going against the national 
trend with increased support 
for the Libs.

So, let’s see if Labor’s policy 
and actions, together with 
assurances of forest jobs for 
Tasmanian timber workers 
hold up or if pressure from 
the Greens and Teals causes 
Albanese to go weak at the 
knees.

Of course, closing down 
domestic timber supply 
channels surely flies in the 
face of both federal and 

state government initiatives 
to encourage additional 
house building with a range 
of incentives designed 
to drive up demand. This 
demand pressure will further 
exacerbate already existing 
severe building product supply 
issues. It is clear that supply 
will remain a critical issue 
for building and construction 
across the country, and 
actions of governments to 
restrict supply will make the 

situation very much 
worse.

Might I suggest 
that a good start 
for the new 
Minister for 
Forestry Murray 
Watt would be 
to encourage 
his colleagues in 
Western Australia 
and Victoria to 
adopt science-
based, sustainable 
and sensible forest 

policies, and to be proactive 
in terms of future timber 
products supplies and also to 
encourage local manufacturing 
of engineered timber 
products.

There was much talk by 
Labor during the election 
campaign about “making 
things here”. Also getting some 
new plantations in the ground 
would be another step in the 
right direction.

With a Labor government 
in Canberra  there is now 
obviously a role for the 
CFMEU to talk to the 
government about promoting 
the forest industry and related 
employment. Now is a good 
opportunity for the union 
to make a real difference to 
the future direction of forest 
policy and related employment 
benefits. Few would disagree 
with that!

Catch up again next time.

Cheryl

1/   Remember this? John Howard meets forest workers in Tasmania during the 2004 election when 
he signed an historic agreement to increase protection of the state’s forests and secure jobs.
2/    Anthony Albanese… the ball’s in your court.

21

COMMENT IN THE FOREST

With CHERYL FORREST

TRUNK LINES

Let’s hope PM Albanese doesn’t re-visit his past
principles on forests or we’ll be pushing it uphill
History tells us Labor governments have never been particularly friendly to our industry

http://www.forestfit.com.au
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Komatsu 
HD Cooler 
Package 
Options

Komatsu PC270HW

Komatsu Forest working closely with Komatsu Ltd Japan have developed two new Forest Xtreme 
models the PC270HW & PC300HW. These two models feature unique forest specifications from 
the Komatsu Osaka factory;

 • High & Wide undercarriage / Forestry Boom Set / Forestry Cabin

Options supplied from KF are;

 •  HD Guarding Packages / Forestry Cabins / Hydraulic Interface 

Komatsu’s unique ‘Forest Combinations’

 
Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas

Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600

E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

HD Side  
Doors

Komatsu  
High/Wide

HD Slew 
Guard

Forestry Cab Options
 • Komatsu
 • EMS
 • Active
 • Ensign

Internal Hose Routing

Factory 
WG Boom Set

HD Track Skis

COMMUNICATION

mailto:info.au@komatsuforest.com
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AFPA-TIMBER QUEENSLAND FOREST INDUSTRIES DINNER

Vickie pulls rug from under $40m port plan

3

1

1/   Murray Watt, federal Minister for Forestry, and Dianna Gibbs, AFPA director.
2/   Julianne O’Reilly-Wapstra, director, ARC Training Centre for Forest Value at the University of Tasmania, Islay Roberton, CEO, ForestrySA, Monique 
Dawson, CEO, VicForests, Gavin Matthew, CEO, EWPAA, Kevin Peachey, policy manager at AFPA, and Professor Mark Brown, director, forest industries 
research centre, University of the Sunshine Coast.
3/   Mates catch up at the forest industries dinner… Joel Fitzgibbon and new Minister for Forests Murray Watt.
4/   Elias Akle, general manager, Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia (left) with OneFortyOne’s Jessica Douglas, director of corporate affairs, and 
Cameron McDonald , executive general manager, Australian operations.
5/   Bryan Hayes, CEO, Fortico, and Sara Bray, manager, policy at Australian Forest Products Association.
6/   Minister for Forestry Murray Watt (left) is welcomed to the forest industries dinner by Jean-Yves Nouaze, executive general manager, Visy  
Industries, and Craig Dunn and Alex Holdsworth, Opal Group.
7/   Tony Arnel, industry professor at Deakin University, Melbourne,  Adam Dovile, new brand ambassador for The Ultimate Renewable wood  
campaign, Eileen Newbury, head of FWPA’s marketing and communications and WoodSolutions program, and  James Malone, CEO, Wesbeam.
8/   AFPA’s Richard Hyett, senior policy manager, and Natasa Sikiman, climate policy manager.

4

1

5 6

7 8
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CLIMATE change modelling 
suggests New Zealand will 
become hotter and drier, 
creating conditions that will 
increase both the frequency 
and severity of wildfire 
events.

A new report released by 
Scion’s rural fire research 
team and Dr Nathanael 
Melia, Victoria University of 
Wellington’s adjunct senior 
research fellow at the National 
Climate Change Research 
Institute, updates knowledge 
on wildfire risk for New 
Zealand and the effect of 
climate change.

Highly-detailed climate 
model simulations in the 
research describe future 
wildfire danger projections in 
every 5x5 km grid cell across 
the country. This is predicted 
to increase the wildfire risk 
substantially, with an increase 
in the frequency, severity and 
season length of fire weather 
conditions through until at 
least mid-century, regardless 

of climate mitigation efforts.

Scion general manager, 
forests and landscapes Dr Tara 
Strand says the risk of wildfire 
is higher in some parts of 
the country than others, 
depending on climate patterns 
and how densely populated an 
area is.

Of concern, she says, the 
study showed conditions that 
led to the devastating Black 
Summer fires in Australia 
during 2019-2020 already 
occasionally occur in parts of 
Central Otago.

“But this could become 
much more frequent with 
climate change, occurring 
every three to 20 years 
in some Mackenzie 
Country, Central Otago and 
Marlborough areas,” Dr Strand 
says.

The Pukaki and Lake Õhau 
fires in 2020 are a devastating 
reminder of the damaging 
effects of wildfire events and 

highlighted the importance 
of effective fire management 
planning and tools. The Pukaki 
fire burned more than 3000 ha 
and the Lake Õhau fire burned 
5000 ha and destroyed 48 
houses.

Residents living in Mt Iron, a 
community between Wãnaka 
and Albert Town, 70 km from 
Lake Õhau, took part in focus 
groups and interviews in a 
detailed case study led by 
senior social scientist Lisa 
Langer from the Scion rural 
fire research team. This 
focused on the rural-urban 
interface where residential 
houses are right next to, or 
mixed with, rural vegetation.

The study identified both 
individual and collective 
actions that need to be 
taken in their community to 
mitigate wildfire risk. These 
included having a designated 
evacuation route, clearing 
vegetation and having an early 
warning system for residents.

Some issues were outside 
of the control of residents, 
such as restrictions to remove 
protected native  kãnuka 
vegetation around their 
properties and access for 
fire trucks on the same one-
way evacuation routes for 
residents.  
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1/   Highly-detailed climate model 
simulations describe future wildfire 
danger projections in every 5x5 km 
grid cell across New Zealand.
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knowledge on wildfire risk for New 
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change.
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