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INDUSTRY NEWS

Growth, innovation to help meet Australia’s future
timber needs: AFPA confirms $300m new funding
THE Australian Forest
Products Association has
confirmed that Australia’s
forest industries have been
assured more than $300
million in new funding.
This includes a new National
Institute for Forest Products
Innovation, new measures
to boost the billion timber
trees program and support
for timber mill innovation to
help tackle the nation’s timber
shortages.
AFPA hosted the National
Forest Industries Election
Forum in Launceston last
week where the crowd heard
from Assistant Minister
for Forestry Senator Jonno
Duniam and Shadow Minister
for Agriculture Julie Collins
about the Coalition and
Labor’s respective plans to
help drive the future of forest
industries if elected.
AFPA CEO Ross Hampton
said the Coalition led the
way in commitments over
the last two months based
on AFPA’s ‘Plan for Growth’.
These included $100 million
for a new NIFPI to be
headquartered in Tasmania,
$112.9 million of grants to

boost adoption
of new wood
processing
technologies to
get more timber
into the hands of
builders and $86.2
million to kickstart stalled new
plantation growth.

there would be
no carbon liability
under a Morrison
government.

Julie Collins
said under Labor’s
climate policy
the Clean Energy
Regulator would
be told to take
into account
Labor too
facilities’ exposure
agreed to all
to overseas
AFPA CEO Ross Hampton welcomes Jonno Duniam and Julie
these measures…
Collins to the National Forest Industries Forum in Launceston. competition which
“pleasingly, both
did not face the
the Coalition
to ensure the future of
same carbon
and Labor also committed
sustainably harvested and
regulations when determining
to fast-tracking the removal
regrown native forestry,
facilities’ liabilities.
of regulatory barriers in the
promising no more lockups
Emissions Reduction Fund
In conclusion, Ross
and a process to ensure state
in five key forestry regions
Hampton
thanked Jonno
governments which signed
currently excluded from
Duniam
and
Julie Collins for
Regional Forest Agreements
accessing carbon credits,” Mr
their
leadership.
were not able to unilaterally
Hampton said.
reduce timber volumes.
“We look forward to
Labor agreed to match the
working with the next federal
Shadow Minister Collins
government’s announced $6.6 said an Albanese government
government on implementing
million for ongoing regional
these announcements to get
would also back native
forestry hubs funding and
more timber into the hands
forestry and that there would
$4.4 million to strengthen
of home builders and make
be no more native forestry
Australia’s illegal logging and
an even larger contribution to
lock-ups under her watch.
timber traceability ID systems.
Australia’s target of being net
Regarding the ‘safeguard
zero emissions by 2050,” he
Labor also committed $10
mechanism’ which applies
said.
million for skills and training
to some facilities in the pulp,
specifically for the sector.
Jonno Duniam reiterated
the Coalition’s determination

MicroPro

®

paper, tissue and packaging
sector, Senator Duniam gave
a categorical assurance that

A complete video of the
forum is available on the AFPA
website.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification,
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™).
The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts
of a final product – and not just the hazards
of a product’s ingredients.
For more information call us now

on 1800 088 809.
MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd.
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AFPA talks up global opportunities for sustainable
forestry jobs at World Forestry Congress in Korea
THE Australian Forest
Products Association has
highlighted on the world
stage the enormous
opportunity the global
push for more sustainable,
low-emission industries is
presenting for the world’s
forest industries, but
cautioned that developed
countries must do their part
to ensure that developing
nations aren’t left to do the
heavy lifting.
Speaking at the World
Forestry Congress in Seoul
this week, co-hosted by the
United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation,
AFPA deputy CEO Victor
Violante spoke about
how recent major global
events, such as the COP 26
pledge by more than 100
nations to end and reverse
deforestation by 2030,
and ambitious emissions
reduction goals to combat
climate change, meant the
world will need even more
sustainable building and
packing products than ever
before.
“Even before these
ambitious goals the world
was already on track to need
more than four times the
forest products by 2050 than
we currently produce,” Mr
Violante said.
“Global demand for crosslaminated timber to replace
steel and concrete in the
building construction sector,
and the uptake of non-plastic
packaging materials, is
increasing at an annual rate
of more than 15%, yet few
countries are tackling the
difficult question of where
this fibre will come from,
and the impact it will have
on workers and businesses

address illegal
logging, worker
exploitation and
deforestation to
produce more
timber,” Mr
Violante said.
“Australia should
be a world leader
in securing its
own and the
world’s future
timber and forest
product needs
Australian forestry centre stage in Seoul… Victor Violante presents at the World
– not just so we
Forestry Conference.
have enough
timber to build
in developing countries that
decisions to close their
our
own
homes,
but also to
sustainable native hardwood
are already doing the heavy
ensure
that
the
rest
of the
timber industries will lead to,
lifting”
world can transition to more
it puts even more pressure
The theme for this year’s
sustainable forestry practices
on
developing
countries
congress was ‘Building a
that
are
already
trying
to
as we have here in Australia.”
Green, Healthy and Resilient
Future with Forests’, and
Victor Violante spoke on
a panel on the subject
‘Advancing decent work,
green jobs and sustainability
in the forest sector’, coorganised by the International
Labour Organisation, FAO,
UNECE and the Korea Forest
Service.
The ILO is a United Nations
agency whose mandate is to
advance better international
labour standards.
“When countries like
Australia that are net
importers of forest products
drastically reduce their
domestic timber production,
as the Victorian and WA

WORLD WILL
NEED FOUR
TIMES THE
FOREST
PRODUCTS
BY 2050
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FOREST MANAGEMENT

Meetings with Traditional Owners a highlight of
Responsible Wood third-party audit of VicForests
SUSTAINABILITY manager
for Responsible Wood Matt
de Jongh has spent a week
in Victoria observing an
independent, third‑party audit
of VicForests operations
under the RW standard
for sustainable forest
management.

institutional and
administrative
arrangements.
“There is a lot
of planning and
monitoring that
goes into forest
management,
including surveys
for plants,
animals and
cultural heritage
sites, as well
as stakeholder
engagement
and monitoring
and review
mechanisms,” he
said.

This provided an
opportunity to gain a
first‑hand look at the auditing
process and the sustainable
forest management
practices undertaken by
VicForests, a Responsible
Wood sustainable forest
management certificate
holder.
“I was very impressed
with not only the focus by
VicForests on ensuring
positive biodiversity

Traditional owner, Wadawurrung man and VicForests employee Sean Fagan (right) and
Responsible Wood sustainability manager Matt de Jongh discuss the cultural values of
active and adaptive management integrated into a sustainably-managed forest.

outcomes, through their
active and adaptive forest
management, but also their
work and engagement with
the Traditional Owners,” Mr
de Jongh said.
“It is well known that for
about 60,000 years Traditional
Owners have actively
and adaptively managed
Australia’s forests, which
have evolved to and adapted
to active forest management.
“It was wonderful to meet
with the Traditional Owners
and hear from them on the
meaningful partnerships they
have formed with VicForests,
ensuring their knowledge and
practices are carried on for
generations to come.”
Mr de Jongh said it was
great to see VicForests was
ensuring its forests were
managed sustainably through
a comprehensive forest
management framework,
which included overarching
policy and legislation and
4
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“These aspects
are all taken into
account as part of
the audit process.”

In December
last year, Responsible Wood
published the new AS/NZS
4708:2021 – Sustainable
Forest Management (SFM)
principles standard. The
new standard underpins
the Responsible Wood
sustainable forest
management certification
scheme in Australia and the
PEFC sustainable forest
management scheme in
New Zealand and replaces
AS 4708:2013 and NZS AS
4708:2014.

ENSURING
POSITIVE
BIODIVERSITY
OUTCOMES
Mr de Jongh is planning to
meet with all SFM certificate
holders over coming months
to describe the new standard,
both in Australia and New
Zealand.

WOOD PRESERVATION

50 treated to showcase of timber durability research
in Brisbane ahead of plan to take activities to regions
THE Centre for Timber
Durability and Design Life held
its second annual research
showcase last week at the
EcoSciences Precinct in
Brisbane.
More than 50 attendees
were graced with 20 short
presentations on some of the
research under way at the
Queensland Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries, the
University of Queensland and
University of the Sunshine
Coast.
The audience listened
with rapt attention to a talk
on moisture movement
in mass timber led by Dr
Maryam Shirmohammadi,
a global leader on moisture
behaviour in timber and her
partners as well as talks by
students from UQ and USC
on CLT connections, CCA
smoldering, West Indian
drywood termite attack, nanoparticles for timber coatings,
and the effects of wetting on
connector behavior.
Helping educate the
next generation of timber
durability specialists is a key
performance indicator for the
centre, which now hosts 11
post-graduates studying in

1

2

1/ Catching up at the research showcase in Brisbane … Chris Fitzgerald, DAF, Scott Kleinschmidt, University of
the Sunshine Coast, and Simon Dorries, Responsible Wood.
2/ Talking timber durability… Mark Dep, Cabots and Stephen Dayus and Alex Mainey of Wesbeam.

a variety of areas within the
durability space to help meet
that need.
Attendees also heard from
Tony Dakin, national quality
manager, Hyne Timber,
Harrison Brooke, technical

manager, EWPAA, and Elias
Akle, general manager,
Koppers Performance
Chemicals, as a lead up to a
broader discussion about the
centre’s research priorities.
A review completed late

last year recommended that
FWPA fund the centre for an
additional three beyond the
original five-year commitment
with the potential for an
additional three years beyond
that. An important part of that
renewal will be establishing an
industry advisory committee.
The research showcase
in Brisbane was the start
of that process and the
centre welcomes further
comments and suggestions
as it prioritises research going
forward.

Participants engrossed in the second annual Centre for Timber Durability
and Design Life research showcase in Brisbane.

The centre is also looking
forward to getting out to more
regional events to highlight its
activities over the past three
years now that travel is nearly
back to normal.

Beautiful. Natural.
Sustainable. Australian.
responsiblewood.org.au
The 2022 Richard Stanton award
nominations are now open.
Entries close September 2, 2022.

Kieran Gosden, Forestry SA.
Winner of Richard Stanton
Award 2021
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TIMBER CONSTRUCTION

Mulpha a ‘bonding’ of three mass wood buildings:
‘biophilic design’ a feature at timber offsite forum
THE Norwest
Business Park
development by
Mulpha in Sydney’s
northwest is a
377-ha masterplan
precinct that
includes ‘The
Bond’, the first of
three mass wood
buildings featuring
biophilic design
exposed mass
timber and glulam
frames supporting
CLT floor and roof
panels.
‘The Bond’ will
be featured in the
project panels
program at the Timber Offsite
Construction Conference in
June. Panel members include
James Fitzpatrick, partner,
fitzpatrick+partners architects,
Barry Young, director, Taylor
Thomson Whitting, and
builder Buildcorp Group.
The site masterplan
proposes a full development
of three mass wood buildings
over three separate stages,
primarily for commercial use.
The building design is a
seven-storey timber structure
comprising 13,000 sq m of

2

1

mass timber, with a timber
tower atop a brick podium and
basement.
The building will contain
retail, office, childcare and
healthcare spaces, and offers
unique office space with
the use of neatly detailed
and exposed mass timber
interiors in an adaptable
workplace.
Architect James Fitzpatrick
said, “We are always trying
to propose to our partners
that they should consider
timber or a hybrid system
of timber and steel because

1/ Sustainability one
of the most
important principles of
the Mulpha precinct.
2/ James
Fitzpatrick…
environmental
benefits in timber or
a hybrid system of
timber and steel.

of the environmental and
sustainability benefits and the
carbon that can be absorbed
back from the environment.
“The biophilic qualities
mean people also have higher
productivity and find it easier
to focus and report better
levels of concentration.”
The overall development

SEVEN STOREY
STRUCTURE
USES 13,000 SQ M
OF MASS TIMBER

hopes to be one of Australia’s
first urban master planned
precincts to deliver life-cycle
sustainable design principles
from conception through to
construction and long-term
performance.
Tim Spencer, head of
developments at Mulpha,
said sustainability was one of
the most important principles
of the precinct … “we apply
these principles from small
and low density all the way to
high density vertical projects
like Norwest”.
As well as targeting climate
change and urban heat in the
precinct, a zero-carbon goal
will lower energy bills while
increasing resident’s wellbeing by delivering liveability,
better air quality and more
access to nature.
The Timber Offsite
Construction 2022 ‘hybrid’
conference and exhibition
will be held on June 21 and
22 at Crown Promenade
Melbourne. For further
information on speakers,
topics and projects, as well as
full details on highly flexible
and low-cost registration,
visit website www.
timberoffsiteconstruction.com

Investing in people … advancing the industry
Grant award applications for 2022 are now open:
• Skill Development Support
• Scholarships
• Fellowships
Don’t miss this opportunity – all details www.gottsteintrust.org
Applications close on Friday, 3rd June 2022.

To discuss your application ideas
call Helen Murray 0419 991 424
or email: team@gottsteintrust.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022

MAY
10-12: Environmental Forestry
– Rotorua, New Zealand.
Forest Industry Engineering
Association. Improving
environmental performance
across the forest industry. For
further information see: www.
environmentalforestry.events
10-12: DesignBUILD
Reimagined 2022 –
Melbourne Convention
& Exhibition Centre,
Melbourne VIC. Explore the
latest innovations, products
and solutions in building
and construction and an
introduction to new markets.
Show dates: May 10 – 10
am-6 pm; May 11 – 10 am-6
pm; May 12 – 10 am-4 pm.
Contacts: Tel: 1300 DIVCOM
(1300 348 266) or email:
designbuild@divcom.net.au
21: Queensland Timber
Industry Awards – Rydges

Southbank, Brisbane. Contact
Alicia Oelkers 0418 449 031.
www.tabma.com.au

JUNE
10: Third time lucky! GTTIA
Awards – Mount Gambier,
SA. The GTTIA committee
confirms the awards gala event
will be held on June 10 at The
Barn, Mount Gambier SA.
Tickets on sale April 25 and for
purchase online. Email:info@
gttia.com
21-22: Frame Australia Timber
Offsite Construction – Crown
Promenade Melbourne, VIC.
New global ‘hybrid’ format.
Choose from a selection of
half-day and full-day programs.
Virtual delegates can register
for just one or more conference
sessions. For further
information and registration
visit the website www.
timberoffsiteconstruction.com

JULY

10-15: 65th The Society
of Wood Science and
Technology annual meeting
– Salt/Peppers Mantra
complex, Kingscliffe, NSW.
SWST activities include
publishing wood and fibre
science and accrediting
undergraduate wood science
programs in North American,
South America, Asia and
Europe. This will be the first
time SWST meets in our part
of the world and more than 160
abstracts have been submitted
from 25 countries. The meeting
will bring together scientists
from around the globe to
address topics including
basic timber properties, mass
timber construction, plantation
resources, timber certification
and timber processing.
Registration is now open at
www.swst.org.

SEPTEMBER
11-16: Gottstein Trust

Understanding Wood Science
Course – Sunday evening,
September 11, 2022, in
Albury, NSW, for the field trip
component, ending on Friday,
September 16, in Canberra.
The course is fully booked
and a wait list is operating on
a first-in-first-served basis.
Delivered in partnership with
the ANU. The course program
can be downloaded at www.
gottsteintrust.org

OCTOBER
26-28: DANA-Gingko Global
Woodchip and Biomass
Trade Conference, Singapore.
Focus on woodchips and
biomass. (Venue to be
advised). Website live and
early bird registrations now
open. Visit https://danaevents.
co.nz/2022singapore Contact
conference organiser Mariela
Ferrari mariela.ferrari@
danaevents.co.nz

Letter from Ukraine: Plea to help restore forest management systems
EARLY response to a
IUFRO letter of support for
Ukraine (T&F enews April
28), including a letter of
appreciation from Ukraine
foresters to Bob Gordon,
president, Forestry Australia.
Dick McCarthy of McCarthy
& Associates (forestry) Pty.
Ltd is collating the various
responses with proposed links
provided by contacts across
Forestry Australia, ITTO,
IUFRO, the Ukraine Embassy
and global industry bodies

Email: richardmccarthy@
bigpond.com
“My name is Liubov
Poliakova. I am responsible
for international cooperation,
science and public relations
in the State Forest Resources
Agency of Ukraine.
“We appreciate the
possibility of cooperation
with Australian Forestry. As
an immediate response, we
urgently need help in restoring
forest management planning
systems which have been

destroyed by bombing in Irpin,
Kiev region. As well we’d like
to ask assistance in restoring
fire protection equipment for
protection against forest fires”.
LIUBOV POLIAKOVA, Head
of International Cooperation,
Science and Public Relation
Division, State Forest
Resources Agency of Ukraine.
Tel: +3805 0698 3543.
Email: Lpolyakova@ukr.net
Note: The headquarters
of Ukraine’s State Forest
Management Planning

Association, located in
Irpen, Kyiv region, which
develops measures for forest
reproduction, conservation and
protection, was burned down
during the Russian invasion.
Most of the equipment and
materials were destroyed and
damaged. However, according
to Yuriy Bolokhovets, Head of
the State Forest Resources
Agency of Ukraine, the staff
are intact and the organisation
is “alive” and continues to
fulfil its functions.

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org
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Next government must prioritise active and adaptive
forest management for society and the environment
THE peak organisation
representing more than
1000 forest scientists and
professional land managers
has called for all major parties
to prioritise policies which
promote active and adaptive
management of Australia’s
forests.
Forestry Australia president
Bob Gordon said active and
adaptive management would
ensure Australia’s forests can
continue to benefit society and
the environment in multiple
ways for decades to come.
“It is vital that active

WE MUST FOCUS ON
ESTABLISHED SHARED
GOVERNANCE
MODELS

and adaptive
management of
our forests is a
policy priority for
Australia’s next
government,” he
said.
“Government
policy in Australia
has been guided
by the National
Forest Policy
Statement, which
was signed by the
federal government
and all mainland
state and territory
governments in the
early nineties.

Mr Gordon said these issues
included notable key themes:
mitigation of and adaptation to
the impacts of climate change,
noting that sustainable forest
management had an important
role to play in mitigating the
impacts of climate change, but
also transitioning to a lower
carbon economy.

Bob Gordon… simply setting aside native
forests in conservation reserves does not
guarantee protection of biodiversity.

“At the time there was bipartisan support for a national
forestry policy statement
adopted by all governments.
A revised vision and a

contemporary NFPS to guide
future forest management
should now be a priority action
to accommodate the many
issues that have emerged or
become more prominent in
subsequent decades.”

“We also need to focus
on establishing shared
governance models that
strengthen recognition of the
culture, knowledge, values
and rights of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples,
through Traditional Owners and
Registered Aboriginal parties,”
he said.
”Simply setting aside
native forests in conservation

Snap to it.
The Responsible Wood 2022 Photo Contest
is now open. Entries close June 5, 2022.
We are inviting professional and amateur photographers to
submit their best photos showcasing your local forest.*
Responsible Wood is offering a cash prize of $1000 for the
winning photo. The top three photos will compete in the
international 2022 PEFC Photographer of the Year Award!

Upload your photo(s) to Instagram using
#rwphotocontest22 – and that’s it!
* Photos must be taken from a Responsible Wood certified forest.
For more information visit responsiblewood.org.au

Photo: Early Morning in the Bago Forest - Robyn MacRae
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it can benefit the nation for
generations to come.”

From P 8

reserves does not guarantee
protection of biodiversity,
particularly from the broader
threats of wildfires, invasive
species and climate change.
“Where natural ecosystems
have been disturbed, or are at
risk of human impacts, active
forest management by those
trained in the science of forest
land management is required
to maintain structural forest
diversity and resilience and a
capacity to recover from this
range of threats.
“Many diverse policies
and regulations at all levels
of government carry the
prospect of unintended
consequences for the forestry
and forest products sector, for
example trade; infrastructure;
environment; water; and land
use planning.
“We would like to see
a framework introduced
whereby forestry
professionals, growers and

Mr Gordon said that,
given current environmental,
economic and social
challenges, including climate
change, biodiversity decline
and major supply shortages
in the forest products we
all relied on, it was more
important than ever that
people understood the role
forestry sustainable forests
played in society.
Introducing a framework whereby forestry professionals, growers and
processors are consulted wherever a policy or regulation may have an
impact directly or indirectly on the sector.

processors are consulted
wherever a policy or regulation
may have an impact directly or
indirectly on the sector.
“Forests are managed over
very long timeframes and
long-term vision and planning
is required.”
Bob Gordon added: “That
is why bipartisan support
for proactive measures
which focus on active and

adaptive land management
are so important if we are to
achieve the social, economic,
environmental and carbon
capture potential of Australia’s
forest estate, and ensure

BENEFITTING
THE NATION FOR
GENERATIONS
TO COME

“Forests are one of
Australia’s greatest natural
assets, and Australia has the
first-class forest management
skills, experience and people
needed to manage them,” he
said.
“However, as a nation, we
must do more. We need to
manage this precious resource
actively and adaptively across
all land tenures including
national parks, state forests
and private land to achieve
best outcomes now, and into
the future.”
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Gympie messmate (E. cloezianaa) simply the best
Rotary peeling best option for plantation-grown eucalypts for higher-value markets
EVAN SHIELD
EARLIER
this week, an
international
source of
unarguable
authority wrote to
me in response to
some information I
had provided.
I was informed
that the rotary
veneer of Gympie
messmate (E.
1
2
cloezianaa) was
1/ Australian forester now based in Argentina Evan Shield inspects Eucalyptus camaldulensis (river red gum).
“supreme material 2/ Eucalyptus cloezianaa... a trial planting in Paraguay at age 8.1 years.
for load-bearing
greater than 40.
numbers, it is important to
rotary peeling provides may
applications” to
recognise this trial used ‘wild
well represent the greatest
• And, perhaps to be
which structural plywood and
seed’
from
Queensland’s
value-added conversion/
expected,
was
the
superior
LVL might be put.
native forests. Improved seed processing possible with
performance of the
The information I had
of selected parentage has the plantation-grown wood of
provenances and families
forwarded was a summary
potential to provide superior
modest age.
from the Gympie region
of the many published
results.
(in Queensland's Wide
• Australia should not
reports of Queensland's DAF.
Bay-Burnett region). They
My
conclusions
are:
ignore
the potential of
Salisbury Research Facility.
provided 41 families within
plantation-grown
eucalypts.
• E. cloeziana has more
The credit for the laudatory
six provenances in this trial.
comment is all theirs.
than one claim to supremacy.
They have much more
At 8.1 years, the best
Its
growth
rate
and
general
potential
than simply that of
I was pleased to have been
family provided a mean
appearance
surely
qualify
for
pulpwood.
Increasingly, other
able to add the following:
commercial growth rate of
the same accolade.
nations are becoming aware
• A photograph (illustrated
69.1 cub m/ha/an and the
of this.
• As a conversion
this page) of a trial planting in overall mean for 41 families
technology, rotary peeling is
An excellent example is
Paraguay at age 8.1 years.
was 42.1.
too
frequently
overlooked.
the
eucalypt-hybrid plywood
• The information that, at
In contemplating these
from
Laos now advertised in
In my opinion - and I admit
this age, among 96 families
the
pages
of Timber&Forestry
this has changed over time
tested, three provided
IMPORTANTLY,
enews.
- rotary peeling is the best
mean annual increments of
THE TRIAL SEED
option for plantation-grown
• Evan Shield is a forestry and
commercial volume greater
USED WAS FROM eucalypts intended for higher- forest industry consultant
than 60 cub m/ha/an, nine
value destinations. I suspect
based in Buenos Aires,
had MAI's greater than
NATIVE FORESTS
50 and 27 recorded MAI’s
it is possible that the EWPs
Argentina.

SE Asia traders promote markets for sustainable timber products
PROMOTING legal trade
with China, traders in the
forestry and wood products
sectors have reached out
to counterparts in China in
an effort to jointly promote
markets for sustainable
wood products.
10

The Indonesian Forestry
Community Communication
Forum says both countries
need to eliminate trade in
illegal timber, which can
be achieved as China is
expected to introduce a
green procurement policy
to increase the demand
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for legally-sourced and
sustainable wood products.
China’s National Forest
Product Industry Association
says Indonesia continues
to be a major wood product
supplier to China.
Indonesia now leads the

EU and UK markets for
plywood and woodworking
products. The country has
overtaken China, which
previously dominated the
plywood market, and shifted
Brazil, which previously
dominated the woodworking
market.

LETTERS

Introducing…

A NEW ERA IN
PLYWOOD

STRUCTURAL F11/F17 & NON-STRUCTURAL
SUPER FLOOR F11 & F17 T&G PLY
International Panels Pty Ltd is launching into the market a
new F11 and F17 structural ply. Industry has already come to
know the great quality of our F17 and non-structural Python Ply.
Now comes a competitively-priced product, manufactured to
AS2269 from the finest eucalyptus plantations
(a renewable resource) in Laos.
Hardwood veneer is in two specific grades ‘C’ and ‘D’.
Standard size veneer thickness such as 1.5 mm, 2.4 mm and
3.0 mm which enable Laos-based Kokoda Burapha to offer the
full range of FSC-certified structural and non-structural products.
Kokoda Burapha Products
Pack Size Sheets
Size

Python

F11

2400 x 1200 x 7mm

F17

Super Floor

115

2400 x 1200 x 9mm

90

2400 x 1200 x 12mm

67

44

67

45

2400 x 1200 x 15mm

54

35

54

35

2400 x 1200 x 17mm

47

31

47

32

2400 x 1200 x 19mm

42

28

42

28

25

38

25

21

32

20

2400 x 1200 x 21mm
2400 x 1200 x 25mm

32

Contact us today…

90

17 Babdoyle Street, Loganholme, Qld
www.internationalpanels.com.au
info@ipapl.com
+61 7 3875 1826

jaye@ipapl.com
+61 7 478 200 167

rob@ipapl.com11
+ 61 7 0409 638 469
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FOREST RESEARCH NEW ZEALAND

NZ research suggests strong market prospects for
eucalypt products: Australia is in a prime position
Sawn posts in ground for 10 years are performing well with low levels of decay and breakage
IF the recent
durable eucalypt
forum on the
Sunshine Coast is
anything to go by,
Australian growers
are in prime
position to take
advantage of new
hardwood supply
opportunities.
Meantime,
on this side of
1
2
the Tasman, the
1/ Extracting cores to determine heartwood content in trial trees.
New Zealand
2/ Durable eucalypt peeled posts… an alternative to treated pine.
Dryland Forests
development are all naturally
Initiative (NZDFI)
ACROSS THE DITCH
durable (Australian Durability
continues its research
Standard classes 1 or 2),
into growing regimes for
and have superior density,
durable eucalypts. One
stiffness and strength
of the strongest market
compared with radiata pine.
prospects domestically is
the use of ground-durable
Currently, the domestic
eucalypts as posts and poles
demand for treated posts
in the primary sector – an
from the agricultural and
alternative to treated radiata
horticultural sectors amounts
pine. The vineyard industry
to 300,000 cub m annually
currently makes use of some
– worth an estimated $210500-600 posts per hectare,
With MICHAEL SMITH
$240 million.
or just over 20 million posts
An economic analysis by
nationwide (mainly treated
manufacturing naturally
Crown Research Institute
pine).
durable eucalypt posts on
Scion determined that posts
a limited scale, while the
Mechanical harvesting
manufactured from durable
development of a sustainable
of grapes results in high
eucalypt species would
supply of posts is likely to
breakage rates of pine posts,
be cost-competitive when
find favour with organic and
meaning high replacement
compared with posts made
other producers who have
costs for growers – and
from pine (when disposal
sustainability as part of their
the subsequent expensive
costs are factored in), and
product branding.
approvals necessary to
those made from other
dispose of posts in landfill
The NZDFI is also
materials, including recycled
sites.
assessing suitable machinery
plastic, concrete and steel.
to convert pole wood into
By contrast, a survey of
Some eucalypt advocates
posts by removing bark and
durable eucalypt sawn posts
are already growing and
some non-durable sapwood.
that had been in situ for 10
The School of Forestry
years in six Marlborough
MACHINERY
tested two tractor-mounted
vineyards determined that
post-peeling machines,
ASSESSED FOR
“the posts were performing
which are typically used for
well with low levels of decay
CONVERTING
peeling softwood logs before
and breakage”.
POLE WOOD
treatment. The machines had
The NZDFI’s selected
INTO POSTS
no issues dealing with the
species for research and
12
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high-density eucalypt timber
– although there were some
mixed results in removing the
thick fibrous eucalypt bark.
It’s envisaged that woodlot
growers could utilise the
services of a small-scale
mobile sawmilling sector
(including effective debarking
technology) to process the
timber for on-farm fencing
and outdoor construction.
However, the NZDFI has
a much bigger long-term
vision: a national strategy of
developing “12 regional wood
supply catchments based on
centrally located future wood
processing sites”.
The NZDFI is also excited
about the potential of
spindleless lathe technology
to produce peeled sheets of
veneer. These can be used
as components in laminated
veneer lumber, with the
by-product of a peeler core
marketable as posts. High
wood stiffness means
durable eucalypt veneers
could make LVL much
stronger than a radiata-pineonly product – and therefore
Cont P 14

U N R I VA L L E D

Tigercat customers are backed
by a national network of sales,
service, parts and technical
support resources. Contact
Onetrak today to learn more
about the Tigercat forestry
equipment range.

7 branch locations
40 factory trained technicians
4 Tigercat factory representatives
based in Australia
National parts inventory
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AFPA FOREST INDUSTRIES FORUM

Queensland industry welcomes a commitment to
remove water rule soon after the May 21 election
THE Queensland timber
industry has welcomed the
bipartisan commitment given
by both the major parties to
remove the so called ‘water
rule’ under the Emissions
Reduction Fund, given
its impact on stifling new
plantation investment and
denying access to carbon
markets.
The water rule prevents
forestry plantations that
receive over 600 mm of
annual rainfall from accessing
carbon markets under the ERF.
No other revegetation projects
are subject to this restriction.
Timber Queensland CEO
Mick Stephens said the rule
was discriminating against
plantation investment
in Queensland and was
preventing farmers from being
able to claim eligible carbon
credits.
“The water rule has been
progressively removed for a
number of regional forestry
hubs across Australia,

On behalf of the ALP,
Julie Collins said: “I want
to reiterate Labor’s policy
of removing the water rule
in relation to the emissions
reduction fund and carbon
farming.”
Jonno Duniam

Julie Collins

but remains in place in
North Queensland, South
and Central Queensland,
Southeast NSW, Central
West NSW and the Northern
Territory,” Mr Stephens said.
“It is for these reasons
that we welcome the strong
bipartisan support to remove
this rule, which would deliver
a more level playing field
for carbon farming projects
as well as better incentivise
much-needed timber supply.”
The bipartisan support
was confirmed at the forest
industries forum hosted by
the Australian Forest Products
Association in Launceston on
April 27.

Mick Stephens

Both the Coalition
government, represented
by the Assistant Minister for
Forestry Jonno Duniam, and
the Australian Labor Party
represented by the Shadow
Minister for Agriculture Julie
Collins committed to removing
the water rule as a policy
priority.
In his opening remarks,
Senator Duniam
acknowledged the initial
changes made to the water
rule in the forestry hub regions
and said “if re-elected the
Morrison government would
commit to furthering across
the remainder of the hubs,
soon after the election.”

suitable in medium and highrise construction.

RECOVERY OF
EUCALPYT
VENEERS CAN
BE HIGHLY
VARIABLE
14

Jonno Duniam said: “So
the process has already
started, it started before the
election, working with states
and territories who provide
the information to us to make
those assessments, and my
hope would be to deliver on
that, yes.”
Julie Collins said: “Well
obviously, it has been Labor’s
policy in 2019 and it’s still our
policy to remove the water
rule around forestry hubs. I
don’t know the technicalities
of that, whether it can be
done in 100 days.”
revealed that bond quality
improved when eucalypt
and radiata veneers were
alternated.

From P 12

Research into veneer
peeling and LVL testing
undertaken by the School
of Forestry (and hosted
by Nelson Pine Industries)
indicated that high-quality
veneers could be obtained
from E. globoidea. Veneer
trials have also been carried
out on E. bosistoana and E.
quadrangulata.

Both parties were
committed to fast tracking
this issue when asked if the
rule could be removed within
the first 100 days if elected to
government.

E bosistoana posts alternate with plastic-coated steel posts at Stembridge
Vineyard in New Zealand.

Recovery of eucalypt
veneers can be highly
variable, depending on tree
form and “the release of
growth stresses in the logs,
causing the veneer sheets
to split”. NZDFI’s breeding

TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS | ISSUE 705 | May 5, 2022

program has low growth
strain as one of its objectives,
so in future this problem
should be overcome. New
approaches to gluing are
also needed with eucalypt
veneers, although the trials

Research results are
continually informing
the eucalypt breeding
program and leading to the
identification of multiple
improvements – most notably
with the planting of 250,000
first-generation improved
Xylogene™ seedlings,
produced by Proseed NZ late
last year.
On the cover: Ash Millen, a forest
technician under contract to the
New Zealand Dryland Forests
Initiative, tests a durable
eucalypt post at Stembridge
Vineyard, Marlborough.

FOREST CERTIFICATON

FSC New Zealand develops support group for forest
stewardship standard in Australia: a call for comment
NFSS publication marks an important milestone for responsible forest management in Australia
FSC ANZ is establishing a
Standards Development
Group (SDG) to support
the revision of FSC-STDAUS-01-2018 EN – the FSC
national forest stewardship
standard of Australia (NFSS).

2

FSC ANZ is calling for
expressions of interest from
qualified and dedicated
individuals interested in
joining this technical body.
CEO of FSC ANZ Damian
Paull explains: “The SDG
is divided into three
chambers – economic,
environmental and social –
in accordance with FSC’s
governance model. It is the
technical body responsible
for the co-creation of
recommendations to the
FSC ANZ board on the
revision of the NFSS.”
“Following an extensive
development process,
the NFSS was approved
in November 2018. Its
publication marked an
important milestone
for responsible forest
management in Australia,
and while the standards
development was lengthy

FSC NZ BOARD
WILL CHOOSE
SDG MEMBERS
BASED ON
EXPERIENCE
AND ABILITY

possible degree
of continuity and
consistency in
the standard, the
FSC ANZ Board
has initiated
a targeted
revision where
the necessary
improvements
identified in
the review of
the standard
constitute the
scope of its
revision,” Mr

1

1/ Establishing an outstanding forest
management standard.
2/ Damian Paull… revision of the FSC national
forest stewardship standard of Australia ensures
it remains fit for purpose.

and detailed, the result
was an outstanding forest
management standard.
Mr Paull says that in
accordance with FSC
International’s requirements
for the maintenance of
national standards, and
based on a comprehensive
review process, FSC ANZ’s
board of directors has
determined that a revision
of the Australian NFSS is
required to ensure it remains
fit for purpose.
“With an overall goal of
maintaining the highest

Paul said.
The revised standard
must be recommended to
FSC International’s board of
directors by November 2024.
Mr Paull says the FS C
ANZ board will consider
applications and approve the
final make-up of the SDG.
The board will choose SDG
members based on their
experience and ability to
represent key interest areas
that are important for the
revision and FSC’s values
and policies.
This includes geographical

and issue-based
representation and expertise
to ensure the composition
of the SDG represents
the various stakeholders
involved in forestry in
Australia in accordance with
FSC’s governance model.
The full list of eligibility
criteria for the SDG can be
found on FSC Australia’s
webpage, but Mr Paull
points out that some of the
key criteria include:
• Membership of FSC
ANZ, or submission and
approval of an FSC ANZ
membership application as
part of the expression of
interest process.
• Representation of
points of view from the
corresponding FSC chamber.
• An understanding of the
impact of the standard on
affected stakeholders.
• An understanding of
and commitment to FSC’s
mission and vision.
• A desire to seek
and reach consensus on
contentious issues.
More information on
the revision process, the
SDG and the process for
appointment can be found
on FSC Australia’s webpage
au.fsc.org
Email expressions of
interest to info@au.fsc.org
by close of business
June 21.

SOMETHING TO SAY?

You can now talk to us more easily with a new dedicated email address -

feedback@timberandforestryenews.com

Share observations, opinions, comment by email and, subject to
normal editorial rules, your feedback will be published.

Contact Jim Bowden today...
feedback@timberandforestryenews.com
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SCIENCE AND DISCOVERY

Buried log history lesson on Earth’s climate change?
A MASSIVE 60-tonne log
over 40,000 years old
found buried beneath
swamp in New Zealand
could help explain one of
Earth’s greatest mysteries
Discovered during
excavation of a new power
plant, the log could explain
a mysterious global event
that may have dramatically
altered Earth’s climate.
Scientists believe
the kauri log could hold
the answer to the ancient
Laschamp Event where the
earth’s north and south poles
switched with each other
40,000 years ago.

GIANT TREE
PROBABLY
2000 YRS OLD
WHEN IT DIED

occurred but it is thought
to have been around
41,000 years ago.
The scientists hope
that studying the levels
of radiocarbon in tree
rings will allow them to
determine when and for
how long the reversal
occurs.
Looking like a beached whale, this 60-tonne log found beneath a New Zealand
swamp could explain one of Earth’s greatest mysteries.

The log was found 9 m
below the surface in Ngãwhã
on New Zealand’s north
island in February, and was
handed over to local Maoris
following a major excavation
operation.
Top Energy, the company
that builds the power plant,
started digging in 2017 and
dug 900,000 cub m of soil
before accidentally finding
the 16 m log.

Scientist Alan Hogg from
the University of Waikato
identified the tree as grown
40,500 years ago, the NZ
Herald reported.
The age of the mammoth
log has intrigued scientists
studying the Laschamp
Event, a ‘magnetic inversion’
where the Earth’s north
and south magnetic poles
swap places. It is not known
exactly when the reversal

“Given its size, the tree
was probably 1500-2000
years old when it died,”
Mr. Hogg said.
Transporting trees is a
huge undertaking, with
sections about 1.5m long
that need to be cut off at
both ends. The stump alone
weighs 28 tonnes. The
three sections were lifted
by two 130-tonne cranes,
then carried by trucks down
the highway, with the entire
operation lasting four hours.

2022 DANA - GINGKO

GLOBAL WOODCHIP AND BIOMASS TRADE CONFERENCE

GINGKO
CONSULTING

SINGAPORE CONFERENCE - 26 - 28 OCTOBER 2022

Extended 2 1/2 Day Conference with seven major themes:
•
•
•
•

Global Wood Chip Trade: Regional user and supplier updates
Details of the >150 dedicated woodchip vessel shipping fleet
Global Biomass Trade: Regional user and supplier updates
Global pulp-mill status and expansions: Market pulp trends

FOR WEBSITE
16

• The future impact of Russia: Woodchip and Biomass
Trade - and more...
• The Global status of the tree based carbon credit industry
• A ‘New Projects, New Products’ panel

CLICK HERE OR TO CONTACT ORGANISER
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Changes to native forest codes will benefit farmers
NSW Farmers has welcomed
the state government’s
changes to private native
forestry codes to ensure the
long-term sustainability of this
important component of land
management.

regulations that
have stifled the
opportunities
to develop this
important agricultural
land management
activity.

The new Farm Forestry
Codes of Practice will help
farmers manage their native
forests with certainty,
according to NSW Farmers
conservation and resource
management committee chair
Bronwyn Petrie.

“With the critical
shortage of timber in
NSW, we welcome
the release of these
new codes of practice
designed to facilitate
this important
agricultural industry.”

“Years have been lost for
rural land owners to manage
their native forests while the
process has been tied up in
unnecessary red tape and
restrictions,” Mrs Petrie said.
“The new codes recognise
the responsible management
of timber on private land,
and seek to take away the
outdated and cumbersome

the flexibility
of operations
to benefit new
technology and
practice in the
industry, and I
think the Forest
Stewardship
Plans will be an
important addition.

“Ultimately, with
this opportunity
Bronwyn Petrie… critical need for timber supplies in NSW.
comes an
obligation on
timber supplies in NSW and
Private native forestry was
the
NSW
government
to
importing from overseas is
a sustainable and beneficial
not in anyone’s interests,” she significantly increase funding
way to manage private land
and staffing levels to local
said.
and contribute to local farming
land services to maximise
“We need development
and supporting industries,
the use of the codes and the
Mrs Petrie said. However, she of the codes to increase
economic and environmental
said, there was still work to
HELPING FARMS outcomes that can be
be done to ensure these onderived.”
farm activities reached their
REACH THEIR
potential.

“There is a critical need for

FULL POTENTIAL

The new codes came into
effect on May 2.

We are stronger
when we stick together

Azotek® is a registered trademark of Arxada or its subsidiaries. ©2022 Arxada
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GLOBAL NEWS

Finland’s NATO membership bid angers Moscow
Russia’s threat to block access to waterways another blow for timber trade
FINLAND’S bid for
membership of NATO, likely
to be successful, has brought
a threat from Russia to
restrict or close access to
important cross-waterways
by the Nordic country.

that there are about 80
operational sawmills with an
intake of more than 10,000
cub m of timber a year.
The institute further
estimates that the valueadded forest sector was
4.4% of the total value added
of the national economy.
Of value-added products in
the forest sector, 45% was
derived from forestry, 16%
from the wood products
industry and 39% from pulp
and paper industry.

Finland shares hundreds of
interconnected lakes along
the border with Russia,
accessible from the Baltic
Sea by way of the 40-km
Saimaa canal (located in land
leased from Russia).
It is one of the first specific
warnings from Moscow since
it announced that Finland and
Sweden would face “political
and military consequences”
should they try to join the
alliance.
Finnish timber is wellreceived in Australia for its
exceptional quality birch
plywood and LVL engineered
products but a Russian
closure of sea outlets would
cut off the country access to
the South Pacific and some
European countries.
Last year the canal carried
1.3 million tonnes of freight,
including big shipments
of LVL and plywood. But
freight traffic on the canal
has declined significantly
since Russia’s war on Ukraine

Finnish timber
floating in Lake
Saimaa for transfer
to shipping ports.

began in late February.
The Saimaa canal, first
dug in the mid-19th century,
links a network of lakes in
southern Finland to a sea
outlet near the Russian city of
Vyborg.
Nearly half of its length
runs through Russian territory
but this section has been
leased by Finland since the
early 1960s. In 2013 the
€1.2 million-a-year lease was
renewed for another 50 years
but it is up for review next
year.
The forest sector is one of

the important cornerstones
of Finnish economy. Available
estimates from the Natural
Resources Institute Finland
show it employs directly
64,000 people. Of the
revenue from Finland’s
commodity exports, 20%
consists of forest industry
products.
Data available shows

FOREST SECTOR
CORNERSTONE
OF FINNISH
ECONOMY

In terms of regional
economy, the significance of
the forest sector is greatest
in southeast Finland, South
Savo and central Finland.
On April 23, Finland’s
foreign minister said it was
the right time for his country
to join NATO. Days earlier,
the Russian Foreign Ministry
argued that the admission
of Finland and Sweden to
NATO will have negative
consequences for peace and
stability in northern Europe.
As Russia’s relations with
any country deteriorate,
treaties concluded during a
period of better relations that
made sense at the time may
be revised.
JIM BOWDEN
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