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INDUSTRY NEWS

Comfortable win for Labor in South Australia
as it introduces a busy agenda for forest sector
JIM BOWDEN
LABOR’S comfortable victory
in last Saturday’s South
Australian election – ousting
the Liberal government after
only one term – brings a raft
of major commitments to the
forest and wood products
industry.
This is in stark contrast to
the Liberal Party that went to
the polls with little to offer the
sector.
A spokesman for the
South Australian Timber
Processors Association
said it was encouraging to
quote the words of the new
Premier Peter Malinauskas
who intends “investigating
the feasibility of incentives
to ensure that arrangements
favour local processors who
may be locked out of contracts
with the larger forest growers”.
“Small private industry
organisations and their
members are the key to
growth and sustainability in

SUPPORT FOR
LOCAL TIMBER
PROCESSORS

rural communities,”
the SATPA
spokesman said.

Awards [confirmed
for Mount Gambier
on June 10]
shines a light on
the contribution
of women to the
sector.

“The association,
since its formation
in August 2017, has
fought for three
major objectives –
sufficient volume,
sufficient length
of term of supply
and transparency
in volume
negotiations.”

The Green
Triangle spans
the border area
between the states
of South Australia
and Victoria and
Clare Scriven… passionate about the timber sector.
covers an area
of 6 million ha.
opportunities
and
supporting
SATPA has been
Processing
activities are
small
business.
She
was
successful in instigating both
centred
around
Mt Gambier in
elevated
to
the
Labor
shadow
a South Australian Legislative
South
Australia
and
Portland
cabinet
in
2018
as
Deputy
Council and federal parliament
in
Victoria.
The
region
has
Leader
in
the
Legislative
bipartisan committee to
around
160,000
ha
of
mature
Council,
Shadow
Minister
examine certain aspects of the
softwood
plantations
and
for
Industry
and
Skills,
and
timber industry.
about110,000 ha of hardwood
Shadow Minister for Forestry.
Labor’s industry platform
plantations that have been
Ms Scriven has also
will be delivered through
established mostly since
given vocal support “to the
the office of new Minister
hundreds of women who work the mid-1990s. Most of the
for Forestry Clare Scriven, a
existing softwood plantation
in the region’s timber sector”.
former state manager of the
resource has been established
“We know women play a
Australian Forest Products
since the 1960s.
vital role in the forestry and
Association, who was raised
Federal Agriculture Minister
timber sector, despite many
in Mount Gambier and has
David Littleproud said while
people assuming it is almost
exhibited a strong passion for
the South Australian poll was
exclusively a male industry,”
the forest industry.
fought on local issues, there
Ms Scriven said.
Ms Scriven is committed
were takeaways for the federal
She also says the Green
to regional development,
Triangle Timber Industry
Cont P 4
improving educational

MicroPro

®

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification,
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™).
The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts
of a final product – and not just the hazards
of a product’s ingredients.
For more information call us now

on 1800 088 809.
MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd.
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Industry dinner in Brisbane will digest policies
and promises from elected federal government
JIM BOWDEN
WITH the federal election
before May 21, a “postelection lull” in June is an
appropriate opportunity
for industry to focus on an
incoming government’s
forest policies and promises.

southeast Queensland and
already supports a strong
timber manufacturing and
fabrication industry.”
A venue is being finalised
for the three-day event.
The forest and timber
industry contributes an
annual turnover of around
$4.4 billion, clearly making a
very important contribution
to the state’s economy and
to jobs in rural and regional
Queensland.

This has inspired the
Australian Forest Products
Association and Timber
Queensland to partner on a
three-day series of meetings
and events in Brisbane from
June 14-16, with a field day
on the last day.
“The major benefits of
hosting our regular meetings
and events in Canberra
centre around connecting
with key politicians and
policy makers,” AFPA CEO
Ross Hampton said.
“We expect the federal
election in May and a post
federal election lull in June,
so we have decided to
move our meetings and
events to Brisbane and
use the opportunity to
focus on forest industries
in Queensland as well as
a major women in forest
industries event,” Mr
Hampton said.
As the peak state body
for the industry, Timber
Queensland CEO Mick
Stephens has welcomed the
partnership with AFPA.
“Timber Queensland
works closely with AFPA
on coordinating policy and
advocacy at a state and
federal level that impacts
the Queensland industry
and having these meetings
in Brisbane, including a
joint dinner, will provide
an opportunity to network
face-to-face once again,” Mr
Stephens said.

Doing timber business in Queensland… Mick Stephens invites industry to
experience a wealth of research infrastructure in the state.

“We are also fortunate to
have a wealth of research
infrastructure here in
Queensland and Timber
Queensland is organising an
optional field day on June
16 to showcase some of the
exciting R&D taking place.”

the Moreton Bay area,” Mr
Stephens said.
“This area is one of the
fastest growing councils in

The industry directly
employs about 9000 people
and provides significant
employment in the Gympie,
Fraser Coast, South Burnett,
North Burnett and Maranoa
local government areas.

FIELD DAY
DEVELOPED
WITH A RANGE
OR PARTNERS
The field day is being
developed with a range
of partners, including the
University of Queensland
Centre for Future Timber
Structures, the Queensland
Department of Agriculture
wood products laboratory
and the University of the
Sunshine Coast’s National
Centre for Timber Durability
and Design Life and Forest
Industries Research Centre.
“We anticipate this will
include a site visit to the
University of Queensland
campus in St. Lucia and the
Petrie campus of the USC in
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GLOBAL SHIPPING CRISIS

(FIAC-SA) so there is a
clear, ongoing platform for
government and industry to
work together.

From P 2

government, ahead of the
election due to be held by May
21.

• Providing $2 million over
three years to develop a
Forest Products Domestic
Manufacturing and
Infrastructure Masterplan,
including a focus on future
skills needs.

"There are definitely political
lessons in this; the political
lessons are that you can't just
rest on what you have done
for the electorate, despite
what we have gone through
[with Covid 19].”
Labor’s package for industry
in South Australia includes:
• $15 million over 10
years for a new Centre for
Excellence to create a longterm forestry research and
development capability at
Mount Gambier, incorporating
the National Institute for
Forest Products Innovation
and other forestry funding
streams.
• Development of the
Trees on Farms initiative to
quantify and promote the
environmental and economic
benefits of on-farm plantations
(including soil protection,

Peter Malinauskas… supporting
local wood processors in South
Australia.

shade and shelter for livestock,
income diversification) and
guide appropriate partnerships
between timber processors
and landholders.
• Investigating the feasibility
of incentives to ensure that
arrangements favour local
processors who may be
locked out of contracts with
the larger forest growers.
• Supporting and expanding
the role of the Forest
Industries Advisory Council

TA B M A T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions
Flexible training delivery
Highly skilled trainers
NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483
tabmatraining.edu.au
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• $2 million to replace fire

towers with new technologies
such as camera technology
to provide a landscape level
fire detection program, while
ensuring existing fire towers
are serviceable during the
transition period.
• Appointment of a
hydrologist and an ecologist
from the Department of
Environment and Water to
posts based in the Limestone
Coast.

Tax changes for carbon credits
will help farmers plant trees

Under a new tax regime, farmers will treat revenue from the sale of ACCUs
as primary production income.

THE Australian Forest
Products Association has
welcomed the federal
government’s announcement
to apply concessional tax
treatment to the sale of
Australian Carbon Credit Units
(ACCUs) generated by farmers
from on-farm carbon projects
including plantation forestry.
Under the new tax regime,
farmers will treat revenue
from the sale of ACCUs as
primary production income,
providing access to income
tax averaging arrangements
and the Farm Management
Deposit scheme. Revenue
from ACCUs will be
recognised in the year of sale
to support cash flow.
“This change will give
farmers more choice around
the sorts of carbon-storing
projects they can undertake
on their farm to generate
additional income, boost
productivity, and reduce
emissions,” AFPA Acting CEO
Victor Violante said.
“In key timber processing
regions, where additional

timber plantations are sorely
needed to meet Australia’s
future timber and wood fibre
needs, planting timber tree
crops is a logical choice for
farmers looking to maximise
on-farm productivity.”
Mr Violante said new timber
plantations would support
regional manufacturing jobs
in Australia, ensure the next
generation of Australians
have timber to build their
homes, and make a significant
contribution to Australia’s
emissions reduction goals.
“Promoting more timber
tree planting is a ‘win, win,
win’ for Australia,” he said.
“Not only will it help
meet our climate goals, it
also provides a number of
co-benefit outcomes such
as helping to generate new
income for landowners,
increasing biodiversity and
habitat for wildlife, building
sovereign capability and
helping to supply the vitally
needed timber which our
builders are so desperate for”.

GLOBAL MARKETS

Asia-Pacific woodchip imports at record level as
China pulp mills recover from Covid slow-down
THIS is panning out
to be a record year
for Asian-Pacific
woodchip import
demand.

and one BEKP line of 800,000
tpy.
When operating at capacity
in late 2022–2023, it will
require 2.4 million BDMT of
woodchips — almost five
million green tonnes.

“There are three
major demand
drivers in 2022,”
says DANA director
Dennis Neilson.
“For hardwood
demand there is
the combination of
the huge importers
China and Japan recovering
from Covid-caused slowdowns, especially in 2020,
and to a lesser extent in
2021,” he said.
“Then there are the 2021
and 2022 start-ups of several
of the world’s largest new
pulp-mills in China – with
more to come in 2023 and
2024.
“And last but not least in
the softwood chip demand
space are the first of five new
high-tech pulp mill start-ups
from 2022 to 2024 with Nine
Dragons in China a new
entrant in pulp manufacture.”
Starting in mid-2022 and
then expanding with regular
start-ups, these mills will

Dennis Neilson…
North Asia’s total
hardwood chip
import demand could
reach 27 million
BDMT in 2022.

ultimately require five million
GMT (2.4 million BDMT) of
woodchips each year, almost
all to be imported.
Nine Dragons initial foray
into softwood woodchip
buying has resulted in 34
woodchip vessels being
secured globally for 2022.
Australian suppliers will
provide most of these
including at least 16 vessels of
softwood (maybe more) and
four hardwood vessels.
“And that’s not all. Nine
Dragons will be looking to
double that total supply in
2023, again including as
much softwood chip as it can
secure,” Neilson said.
Valmet in Finland has
received several pulp

technology orders from
Nine Dragons for its pulp
mills in China. The deliveries
include fiberlines and core
components for recovery
boilers and lime kilns. The
deliveries will be done in
phases and the start-ups are
scheduled for 2022 and 2023.
The value of the order will
not be disclosed. However, a
project of this size and scope
is typically valued at around
EUR100 million.
Meanwhile, the world’s
most modern ‘mega’ pulp
mill, owned by Sun Paper at
Beihai in Guangxi Province
in southern China, opened
in December. It consists of
two mechanical pulp lines of
600,000 tpy and 200,000 tpy;

Most of this volume will be
imported from Vietnam, but
also from further afield.
“No rocket science needed
to conclude that anything
which is not a pine sawmill
residue woodchip, or a pine
log that can fit into a wood
chipper is in serious danger of
being sucked out of Australia
this year – and next,” says
Neilson.
“And we should not forget
that until 2022, almost all
Australian softwood chip
exports were destined for
Japanese pulp mills, which
remains a major buyer.
Neilson adds: “In aggregate,
North Asia’s total hardwood
chip import demand could
reach 27 million BDMT in
2022, an increase of 5.5%
from 2021, and for softwood
chips to 3.3 million BDMT, up
a massive 38%.
“Australia will also feature
Cont P 13

Beautiful. Natural.
Sustainable.
responsiblewood.org.au
Responsible Wood would like to announce
the release of the new AS/NZS 4708
Sustainable Forest Management Standard.
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Russian wood shipped prior to March 4 likely
to get permission to unload at Australian ports
JIM BOWDEN
PORT officials and
a CFMEU forestry
spokesman
contacted this
week believe
Russian wood
products now at
sea and shipped
to Australia before
the Ukraine crisis
will be allowed
to unload at
Australian ports.

issue to Treasury and the
Department of Industry,
Science, Energy and
Resources at their request.

Australia has
joined major allies, including
the UK and USA, in banning
other commodities from
Russia including oil – “only
after shipments that have
been ordered and paid for”.
Bunnings, which operates
more than 380 trading
locations across Australia and
New Zealand, has joined with
certification bodies PEFC
and FSC to declare all timber
originating from Russia and
Belarus as ‘conflict timber’.
Director of merchandise
Jennifer Tucker says Bunnings
has reviewed the status of
this timber against its timber
policy and has concluded that
low-risk plantation timber
from Russia and Belarus is
now deemed ‘conflict timber’
… “and timber from natural
forests no longer carries the
certification we require.”
In an open letter to builders
and traders, Bunnings says
timber or timber products
sourced from Russia or
Belarus after March 4, when

1

1/ Permission likely to be given to
unload Russian timber shipments
that were ordered and paid for
prior to the March 4 PEFC
reclassification of ‘conflict timber’.
2 Jennifer Tucker… customers
would be given time to identify
alternative markets and products.

2

the PEFC announced its
reclassification, would be
excluded from its supply
chain.
Ms Tucker said to minimise
the impact to operations and
the construction industry,
customers would be given
time to identify alternative
markets and products, again
emphasising Bunnings would
continue to accept products
already manufactured or in
process using timber shipped
from Russia or Belarus prior
to March 4.
“We understand that the
elevated demand for timber

globally and the continuing
supply chain disruptions are
creating a prolonged and
very difficult challenge for the
entire industry in Australia,”
Ms Tucker said.
“We also recognise that
the recent and devastating
flood impacts in Queensland
and NSW will place further
stress on the building and
construction industry,” she
said.
“We remain committed
to working with industry to
identify viable alternatives
and to making product
available for customers.”
Meanwhile, the Australian
Timber Importers Federation
(ATIF) has provided further
information on the Russian
engineered wood imports

This matter is likely to be
ongoing and it is possible
that Russian timber imports
will be further impacted
by decisions related to the
supply of containers, shipping
line actions, port handling
restrictions on Russian cargo
and potential industrial action.
ATIF will continuing to
monitor the situation and
provide further information
to the federal government on
request.
As a sideline, there was
an official report received
this week by a number of
timber industry associations
that the Russian Federation
has banned the sale of some
wood products to trading
countries, including Australia,
New Zealand and Canada.
The ban relates to timber
described as in the form of
chips or shavings, ‘rough’
wood products whether
or not bark or sapwood
removed, sheets for cladding
(including those obtained by
splitting laminated wood),
plywood or similar laminated
wood and other wood
products, whether sawn or
chipped lengthwise, planed
or peeled, whether or not
planed, sanded or fingerjointed, and end connections,
not more than 6 mm thick.

SOMETHING TO SAY?

You can now talk to us more easily with a new dedicated email address -

feedback@timberandforestryenews.com

Share observations, opinions, comment by email and, subject to
normal editorial rules, your feedback will be published.
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Contact Jim Bowden today...
feedback@timberandforestryenews.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022

MARCH
29-30: International
Conference on Forest
Resources Accounting
and Economics – Australia
World Academy of Science,
Engineering and Technology,
Sydney, NSW. For further
information see; https://
waset.org/forest-resourcesaccounting-and-economicsconference-in-january-2022-insydney

APRIL
7: PFSQ native forest
management field day
(9am-3pm) – Queensland.
Jess property, Esk, 4 km
west on Esk Hampton Rd;
Brown’s property,14 km south
on Esk-Fernvale Rd (follow
field day signs). Impacts of
thinning on forest health,
productivity, economic returns
and grazing. Latest update
on legislation. Growth results
from regrowth thinned 14
years ago. Inspection of three
different thinning densities
sites to compare 10 years’
growth data and the benefits
to tree growth and grazing.
Inspection of extensive
thinning and long-term timber
production. Tel: (07) 5483 6535
or mobile 0428 457 322. RSVP
admin@pfsq.org.au

20-21: Centre for Future
Timber Structures 2022
Australian Timber Design
Workshops in Launceston,
Tasmania and Brisbane,
QLD. Created for building
design professionals
interested in timber
construction to develop skills,
confidence and networks
in a unique, hands-on
environment. Registration
and cost: Early bird discount
(ends February 28): $900.
Standard: $1100 (single day
$650, student price: $250). For
further information Professor
Keith Crews email: k.crews@
uq.edu.au Event re-scheduled
from early February.

MAY
10-12: Environmental
Forestry – Rotorua, New
Zealand. Forest Industry
Engineering Association.
Improving environmental
performance across the
forest industry. For further
information see: www.
environmentalforestry.events
18-19: DesignBUILD –
Melbourne Convention
& Exhibition Centre,
Melbourne, VIC. Event
will bring together
Australia’s architecture,
building, construction and

design communities. For
further information see:
designbuildexpo.com.au

JUNE
10: Third time lucky! GTTIA
Awards – Mount Gambier,
SA. The GTTIA committee
confirms the awards gala
event will be held on June 10
at The Barn, Mount Gambier
SA. Tickets on sale April 25
and for purchase online.
Email:info@gttia.com
21-22: Frame Australia
Timber Offsite Construction
– Crown Promenade
Melbourne, VIC. New global
‘hybrid’ format. Choose from
a selection of half-day and
full-day programs. Virtual
delegates can register for
just one or more conference
sessions. For further
information and registration
visit the website www.
timberoffsiteconstruction.com

JULY
10-15: 65th Society of Wood
Science and Technology
International Convention
– Peppers Salt Resort
& Spa, Kingscliff, NSW.
Overall theme is ‘A Global
Perspective of the Present
and Future Utilisation of
Renewable Materials’.
Sessions include air: Forest

plantation impacts on ecosystems, society and the
economy; circular economy in
wood products; supply chain,
marketing and operations
issues in renewable materials
industries; residential
and commercial building
innovations; mass timber
developments; bioenergy
and new developments
in renewable materials
composites and adhesives;
durability, wood decay and
preservation; wood properties
and physics. Convention chair
Henry Quesada, Virginia Tech,
Blacksburg, Virginia, USA.
Contact SWST on +611 300
092 876 or email vicki@swst.
org

SEPTEMBER
11-16: Gottstein Trust
Understanding Wood
Science Course – Sunday
evening, September 11,
2022, in Albury, NSW, for the
field trip component, ending
on Friday, September 16,
in Canberra. The course is
fully booked and a wait list
is operating on a first-in-firstserved basis. Delivered in
partnership with the ANU.
The course program can
be downloaded at www.
gottsteintrust.org

Have you liked our Facebook page yet?
Please like and share our page so we can get the timber and forestry message out to a
bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave us a review.

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org
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THE ENVIRONMENT

Going beyond boundaries … birds and forests
connect with cities for biodiversity protection
Network of traps will create a wild pathway for birds to safely move through the landscape
CONSERVATION
collective Predator
Free Dunedin,
Wenita Forest
Products, and
investment
manager New
Forests have
announced a
ground-breaking
partnership
to increase
protection for
native biodiversity
and strengthen
communities in
Dunedin, NZ.

Dunedin. More
traps will see
treasured birds like
kãkã, robin and
the New Zealand
falcon/kãrearea
flourish.”
Wenita is the
largest producer
of timber in Otago
and manages
a forest area of
30,000 ha.

Funding from
Wenita will see
Otago’s largest producer
of timber join the vision for
a predator-free Dunedin
through predator control on
its own forestry estate and
on nearby public land.
The partnership will
established a network of
mustelid traps through
Wenita’s Berwick, Maungatua
and Mount Allan properties,
extending into Silverstream –
a treasured conservation area
valued by local wildlife and
communities.
“Birds that live, hunt and
visit our forests also spend
time in the wider Dunedin
area so there is a connectivity
between our forests and the
city,” says Wenita CEO David
Cormack.
“Wenita is funding this
work outside its boundaries in
recognition that the network

THIS WILL HAVE
MAJOR BENEFITS
FOR WILDLIFE IN
DUNEDIN REGION
8

1/ In full flight… birds like the
Buller's albatross that live, hunt
and visit the forests also spend
time in the wider Dunedin area so
there is a connectivity between
forests and the city.
2 David Cormack… partnership
complements the work we do for
our forest certification by
protecting native wildlife and
preserving high-conservation-value
habitats.

2

of traps will help create an
enhanced wild pathway for
native birds to safely move
through the landscape.”
The network will also
extend to Wenita’s Berwick
and Maungatua estate,
laying the foundation for
further expansion of Predator
Free Dunedin’s operations
to the south, and creating
a ‘stepping stone’ for the
future. Trapping in these
areas will protect threatened
wildlife and ecosystems
including the fernbird/mãtãtã
and unique flightless alpine
insects — some of which are
found nowhere else in the
world.
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The support will also allow
possum control in Mt Allan
and Silverstream, building
on existing efforts by local
communities and allowing
Predator Free Dunedin to
increase its operational area
by 30,000 ha.
“Wenita and New Forests
are demonstrating immense
leadership and their support
lays a very strong foundation
for Predator Free Dunedin
to achieve its vision,” project
lead Rhys Millar said.

“This
partnership
complements the
work we do for
our certification
1
with the Forestry
Stewardship Council by
protecting native wildlife and
preserving high-conservationvalue habitats,” David
Cormack said.
“Keeping the possum
population in check is
important for maintaining
the health of the forest and
having an evergreen canopy.
This is not only important to
Wenita as a forest owner, but
to the wider community.
“Our forests are an
important community
recreation resource. We have
been part of the community
since 1990 and are proud
to make contributions that
benefit the environment that
local people enjoy.”

Need creative
advertising solutions?

“Wenita’s contribution
feeds into a wider community
effort to target introduced
predators and means we
can extend into new parts of
Dunedin,” Mr Millar said.
“This will have major
benefits for native wildlife in

Contact // Zonya Bird
zonya@creativebirddesign.com

INDUSTRY NEWS

AFPA CEO promoting forestry work in UK
AUSTRALIAN Forest
Products Association CEO
Ross Hampton is in the UK
and Rome this month in
his capacity as chair of the
United Nations FAO Advisory
Committee on Sustainable
Forest-Based Industries.
Mr Hampton is holding
discussions with politicians,
stakeholders and senior
industry players to build
momentum towards a major
event for sustainable natural
and planted forests at COP27
in Egypt in November.
“There is an enormous
groundswell of demand for
the products from sustainable
forest industries worldwide in
response to climate change
and the pivot away from
materials like single use
plastics,” Mr Hampton said.
“Every serious analysis
agrees that by 2050 the globe

Mr Hampton said the UK
for example was the second
largest importer of timber after
China and, from discussions
so far … “I can see no real
urgency to alter that.”

1

1/ The United Nations FAO Advisory Committee
on Sustainable Forest-Based Industries is
meeting in Britain this week.
2/ Ross Hampton…every serious analysis
agrees that by 2050 the globe will be consuming
three or four times the fibre we use now.

will be consuming three or
four times the fibre we use
now,” he said.

the new
clearing
hot spot.

“However there is a serious
disconnect between these
demand projections and the
ability to supply the fibre.
This has to change or it will
drive rampant deforestation,
especially in Africa which is

“Wealthy nations, like
Australia and the UK, must get
serious about supplying more
of their own needs and not
expect the products to simply
come across the wharves
from other countries.”

2

The ACSFI is a FAO statutory
body composed of senior
executives from the private
industry sector worldwide.
It meets yearly with the
main objective of providing
guidance on activities and
programs of work of the
FAO Forestry Department
on issues relevant to the
paper and forest products
industries in support of
member countries efforts
to progress towards
sustainable development.
The membership of FAOACSFI includes heads of
forest industry and forest
growers’ associations, as well
as company executives from
about 29 countries.

Some standards enforced
in Australia originate from
international certifying bodies
Small (ie business card, comp slips etc)

Think Global (not just Local)

Always purchase appropriately
certified imported timber products
Medium (large stationary items etc)

Member

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc

www.atif.asn.au

Large (packaging etc)
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TPAA MONTHLY BULLETIN

What’s in a claim? Standards set traceability
and marking specifications for treated wood
WHAT’S in a claim?

be provided/sold. Once
the fee is paid, brands are
issued and there is no further
requirement until it is time to
renew the brand at the start
of the next financial year.

Clause 1.5.3 of the
Australian and New Zealand
standard for preservativetreated wood-based products
(AS/NZS1604.1:2021) sets
the traceability and marking
specification for wood
claiming to comply with the
standard.
If the required information
is not present, then the seller
cannot claim to comply with
the standard.
One of the required pieces
of information is a unique
identifier for the preservation
plant and may be a company
name, logo or plant number.
The reason for requiring a
unique identifier is so that
a preserved product can
be traced back to the plant
carrying out the preservation
process.
Queensland and New
South Wales had laws dealing
with the sale of preserved
wood, and forestry agencies
in both states collaborated
in keeping the identifier (a
number) unique. The branding
requirements specified in
Queensland, NSW and the
standard were exactly the

WHILE MOST PLANTS
ARE ON THE TPAA
LIST THERE IS NO
INFORMATION
ON PLANTS THAT
ARE NOT

same. Both states had lists
of numbers and coordinated
with each other to make sure
there was no double-up.
The Queensland Act was
repealed in October 2010,
followed by repeal of the
NSW Act in May 2017. After
repeal of the Queensland Act,
Forestry NSW (or whatever
it was called then) took on
the job of ‘Keeper of the
Brands’. When the NSW Act
was repealed, the Timber
Preservers Association of
Australia (TPAA) put its hand
up to be ‘the Keeper’.
Keeping a list of brands
appears to be a simple
administrative task. However,
there was a major hidden
change in the way the job
was carried out after May
2017. Queensland and NSW
had the authority of state
law to require applicants to
submit samples for testing to
prove that they could actually
meet specifications – which,
by the way, were the same
as the national standard.

JACK’S RANT

With JACK NORTON
Secretary, TPAA

The TPAA is a not-for-profit
group representing the
interests of the preservation
industry in Australia and
as such there is no law
governing its activities.
TPAA could not compel
brand holders to submit
samples to show that the
product they produced
actually met the standard’s
specifications.
To obtain a brand, the only
requirement is to fill out
and submit a form listing
the levels of treatment to

There are about 100
preservation plants in
Australia and a similar
number of plants overseas.
While most plants are listed
with TPAA, there is no
information on plants that are
not.
Although local chemical
suppliers work with local
(Australian and New Zealand)
plants to maintain product
quality, we just don’t know
what the quality of imported
preserved wood is like.
Specifications in the standard
result in a product that is fitfor-purpose. Given the huge
demand for wood products at
the moment, I am concerned
that a lot of imported
preserved material (excluding
the Kiwi stuff) is fit-for-profit
rather than fit-for-purpose.
I am happy to be convinced
otherwise.
Given that governments,
both federal and state, have
an abhorrence for introducing
legislation, it is unlikely this
situation will be fixed any
time soon.
Contact Jack on +61
(0)418 989 398 or email
jak.norton@gmail.com

Timber preservation - Conserving the
nation's heritage. Visit us at tpaa.com.au
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LETTERS

Subs, lost pontoons and tough timber wharves
POOR old Brisbane …
pontoons and a boardwalk
floating down the river
one day, and then the
proposed base for nuclear
submarines the next.

they have never
been known to
exaggerate.

And re
Queensland’s
‘rain bomb’. Some
And this of course leads
poor politician was
me directly into the subject
berated for saying
of my hernia operation
that some homes
in November 2020. The
1
2
simply should not
1/ A bikeway designed and built for a floodway in Deniliquin, NSW, in 2020 by Ted
surgeon, who had been
be rebuilt. He is
Stubbersfield. It’s still in great shape and wasn’t built to a price.
poking around our family
right. We have
2/ US Navy submarines alongside sturdy timber wharves in Brisbane in 1942.
since 1988, said that the
been building
young surgeons think his
houses where our
Brisbane was the largest
These wharves were built
methods are old-fashioned.
fit for purpose and the floods
grandparents wouldn't pitch
submarine base in the
His response is that he is
in the Brisbane River in the
a tent. The response to the
southern hemisphere. The
more successful with the
1800s
had
probably
been
Grantham tragedy in 2011
above image was believed
scalpel than they are.
worse
than
the
last
lot
and
shows what can be done
to have been taken at the
even 1974 which was prior to
Getting rid of the old tried
when there is a will. A new
submarine wharf at New
Wivenhoe Dam.
and tested for the new is
community on high grown
Farm.
not always a good idea.
and the first house was
They knew what to expect
The navy leased existing
Improving it always is.
completed within a year with
and designed for it … and
wharves in 1942 and they
all roads and sewerage and
all in timber. The floating
Neither debris floating
were dismantled in 2000.
landscaping completed.
pontoons have caused an
down the river in 2022 nor
They did not go floating down environmental catastrophe
submarines in Brisbane are
– TED STUBBERSFIELD, Outdoor
new. During World War 2
the river, however.
according to the ABC and
Structures Australia, Gatton, Qld.

Sweetman Renewable Timbers supporting Australian hardwood
timber products, sustainable forest management and regional jobs.

• Wide range of North Coast hardwood timber products
• Supplier of long length, large cross section beams

1339 Wollombi Rd, Millfield, NSW 2325
02 4998 5224 | srltd.com.au/renewable-timbers
Email for enquires, sales and quotes: timbersales@srltd.com.au
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MARCH 21

Celebrating International Day of Forests with
Australians passionate about their profession
“We must manage a precious resource actively and adaptively across all land tenures”

Bob Gordon

Deb Kerr

ALL sides of politics need
to invest in the future of
production forests, says
Victorian Forest Products
Association CEO Deb Kerr
as the United Nations
International Day of Forests
was celebrated on March 21.
The UN chose the theme
for the day – ‘forests and
sustainable production and
consumption’.
“To keep this precious and
renewable resource, we must
prioritise new tree plantings
at scale to guarantee
domestic supply for future
generations,” Ms Kerr said.
“We need substantial
government programs for the
Green Triangle and Murray
Region Forestry Hubs to
match current investments
in the Gippsland forestry
region,” Ms Kerr said.
“An additional $310 million
will improve our sovereign
supply capability across these
important plantation regions.”
And as part of the
International Day of Forests,
Forestry Australia is shining
a light on the importance
of forest science, and the
skilled, experienced forest
managers, growers and
professionals who drive
positive sustainable forest
outcomes across the country.
President Bob Gordon
12

Rayna Barr

Gary Morgan

Bonnie Gailbraith

David Rowlinson

said that, given current
environmental, economic and
social challenges, including
climate change, biodiversity
decline and major supply
shortages in the forest
products we all rely on, it is
more important than ever that
people understand the role
sustainable forestry plays in
society.

“Passive approaches to our
forests will not help us secure
the future of our forests,” he
said.

“Sustainable forestry is
key to a prosperous and
healthy future for Australian
society and the environment.
The important work forest
scientists and managers do
in this space is deserving of
celebration, not just today, but
every day,” Mr Gordon said.

“We must respect and
embrace the knowledge and
experience of the traditional
owners and participate in
two-way capacity building
to help manage our forests
sustainably, together.”

“However, as a nation, we
must do more,” he said.
“We need to manage this
precious resource actively
and adaptively across all land
tenures including national
parks, state forests and
private land to achieve best
outcomes now, and into the
future.”
Mr Gordon said to
guarantee the future of
Australia’s forests, and ensure
Australia stands up to meet
our global responsibility
in sustainable production,
consumption and forest
health there needs to be
more investment in forest
science and forest managers.
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Mr Gordon said a key path
to achieving improvements in
forest health and biodiversity
lay in working with indigenous
Australians who had looked
after the land for tens of
thousands of years.

SHINING A
LIGHT ON
IMPORTANCE
OF FOREST
SCIENCE
Forestry Australia vicepresident Dr Michelle
Freeman said investing in
specialist forest and land
management would be the
key to addressing the impacts
of climate change on forests.
“As climate change has
an increasing impact on our
forests, we need a greater
focus on year-round land
management and bushfire
prevention activities to help
our forests to adapt,” she
said.

Billie-Jo Brown

“To do this, we need to
ensure we continue to invest
in human capital and support
those equipped with the
required specialised skill set
and knowledge.”
Planet Ark Environmental
Foundation’s Make it Wood
campaign manager David
Rowlinson said the Australian
forestry sector was one of
the most highly regulated and
well regarded in the world.
“Well over 95% of
Australian plantations and
state forests are certified,
and the significant majority
of the wood used in the
construction sector has chainof-custody certification,” he
said.
Timberlands Pacific harvest
manager Bonnie Galbraith
said developments in building
techniques continued to
change perceptions about the
value of sustainably-sourced
timbers in construction
projects.
“Working in forestry is a
rewarding and challenging
multidisciplinary career,
where there is always
something new to learn,” Ms
Galbraith said.
“So much interesting
work is being done on novel
building techniques with
timber and sawing techniques
Cont P 13

FOREST MANAGEMENT

From P 12

that make better use of the
existing timber in our forests.
Forestry Corporation of
NSW health, safety and
wellbeing business partner
Billie-Jo Brown, said the
benefits offered by forestry
made working within the
sector an exciting challenge.
“In my 23 years in forestry,
every day has presented
a different and exciting
challenge,” Ms Brown said.
“I am extremely passionate
about the forests I get to
work in, the people I get to
work with and the timber
communities I live in,” she
said.
“I am proud to play a
part in sustainable forest
management within both the
native and planted forests
of NSW and get a thrill
from seeing others benefit
from employment, cultural
connection, recreation and
education opportunities.”
Chair of Forestry Australia's
forest fire management

FIRE AS FOREST
MANAGEMENT
TOOL COULD
GREATLY
BENEFIT LAND
MANAGEMENT
From P 5

as the second largest exporter
of hardwood chips, and could
‘pip’ 5 million BDMT in 2022.”
This week DANA publishes
the 2022 Edition of ‘The Asia
Pacific Woodchip and Biomass
Trade Review’. To order, visit
www.dana,co.nz (publications)
or contact Julie Bell at
admin@dana.co.nz
Meanwhile, the trade of
logs and lumber in Europe
will change dramatically in
the coming years as timber

United Nations International Day of Forests … ‘forests and sustainable production and consumption’.

committee and chair of the
Victorian government's
ministerial advisory
committee for bushfire risk
management Gary Morgan
AM AFSM said considered
use of fire as a forest
management tool could
greatly benefit Australia’s land
management practices.
“I am passionate about
seeing improvements in
management of Australia's
forests through the
thoughtful use of fire under
prescriptions, specifically
designed to conserve
and enhance our unique
ecosystem,” Mr Morgan said.
harvests in central
Europe decline
and the sanctions
against Russia
result in a plunge
in forest products
imports, says
Wood Resources
International

“I believe sensible
management will also reduce
government expenditure on
forest fire suppression, allow
our vegetative ecosystems
to cope with the impacts of
climate change and improve
Australia's recreational
experiences for Australians
and tourists,” he said.
Midway Logistics admin
and compliance manager in
Western Australia Rayna Barr
said ensuring forests could
be enjoyed by generations
to come was an important
outcome of active forest
management.
“I have had a varied career
in forestry, from native forest
management in New Zealand
to pine log export in Western
Australia and safety and
environmental compliance
with Midway.

Valmet has received several pulp technology
orders from Nine Dragons to its pulp mills in
China.

Central European
roundwood
markets are at a turning
point. Over the past four
years, forests have suffered
extensive damage from a
spruce bark beetle outbreak

in much of the region, leading
to temporary increases in
harvesting, lumber production,
and log exportation.
The infestation in the Czech
Republic and Germany has

“Throughout this career
I have learned that active
management of forests
provides us with an
opportunity to improve
forest health, ensuring that
my children will be able to
continue to use them and
enjoy them in the future, just
as we enjoy them now as a
family.
“Managing forests to
ensure they are resilient to
fire, drought and disease, and
open and available for the
community to enjoy should
be everyone’s goal.”
On the cover: Long-time
forestry consultant Cliff Raddatz
‘paces out’ among the trees
at a Private Forestry Service
Queensland native hardwood
site at Miva, between the
Gympie and Fraser Coast
regions in south Queensland.
Photo: PFSQ

resulted in record-high timber
harvests over the past few
years. As a result, from 2017
to 2021, annual roundwood
removals were up 15% and
at an unsustainable level. The
amount of timber damaged by
bark beetle peaked in 2019,
falling by 5% in 2020 and
24% in 2021.
The volume of damaged
wood is expected to fall at
10-20% per year, reverting to
close to long-term average
levels by 2025.

TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS | ISSUE 699 | March 24, 2022

13

THE WORLD OF TREES

Mexican cypress is in the big tree league with
claims that Montezuma is the world’s stoutest
Celebrated specimen planted by the Aztecs has a much-contested age of 3000 years
THE big trees stakes are
always interesting to follow …
the tallest, the stoutest, the
oldest and so on.
In this league, Montezuma
cypresses rank highly because
of the amazing girth that these
trees can attain. One such tree
is the Arbol del Tule in Santa
Maria del Tule in Oaxaca,
Mexico. Claimed to be the
stoutest tree in the world with
a diameter of 11.42 m. Several
other specimens range up to 6
m in diameter.
Commonly known as
Montezuma bald cypress
(Taxodium mucronatum), the
tree is native to Mexico and
Guatemata. The local name
Ahuehuete is derived from the
indigenous tribal name for the
tree, ãhuãhuãtl, which means
‘upright drum in water’ or ‘old
man of the water’.
Montezuma cypresses
are large evergreen or semievergreen trees that have
been used as ornamental
trees since pre-Columbian
times. The Aztecs planted
ãhuãhuãtl along processional
paths in the gardens of
Chapultepec because of its

RESINS USED TO
TREAT WOUNDS,
GOUT, ULCERS
AND TOOTHACHE

of any species ever recorded
anywhere in the world.
A calculation of the basal
area of the tree, and its
cross-sectional area at various
heights above the base, gives
a clearer idea of how immense
is the tree. Up to a height of 5
m, where the major branches
diverge, it is comparable to the
largest specimens of North
American coastal redwoods.

The Montezuma cypresses… not only the biggest in Mexico, and a symbol
of its power and pride before the Spanish conquest in the 16th century,
but the biggest-girthed tree of any species ever recorded anywhere in
the world.

association with government.
They also lined the region's
canals prior to the Spanish
conquest.
Ahuehuetes are frequently
cultivated in Mexican parks
and gardens. The wood is
used to make house beams
and furniture. The Aztecs used
the tree’s resin to treat gout,
ulcers, skin diseases, wounds
and toothaches. Pitch derived
from the wood was used as a
cure for bronchitis. The leaves
acted as a relaxant and could
help reduce itching.
The celebrated Tule cypress
near Oaxaca city in the
highlands of southern Mexico
remains a gathering spot
where locals sit at dusk and
talk about the day’s news.

TALKING TREES

With JOHN HALKETT
Sponsored by
Forestry Corporation of NSW

Tree experts say the tree is
not only the biggest in Mexico,
and a symbol of its power
and pride before the Spanish
conquest in the 16th century,
but the biggest-girthed tree

Its much-contested age
is around 2000-3000 years,
say the poets, politicians and
media. So, the biggest girthed
tree in the world may also be
one of the oldest.
The botanist Castano
Conzatri spent a year studying
the tree and counting the rings
on the trunks of cypress trees
felled nearby. He announced
that the tree was between
1433 and 1600 years old,
but of course the bigger true
diameter would have made
the tree more than 2000 years
old.
It has been thought for
some time that the Tule
cypress might actually
represent the fused trunks of
several different individuals.
However, a study of DNA
samples from the tree
indicated that genetically
speaking El Arbol is a single
individual not three separate
trees.

The largest manager of commercial
plantations and native forests in NSW
Visit us at forestrycorporation.com.au
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WILD FIRES MANAGEMENT

Flaws in prediction modelling: New Zealand’s
aerial fire suppression strategy under scrutiny
Many say aerial attack on wildfires by helicopters is a risk undertaken far too frequently
IN this second part of our
interview with Murray
Dudfield, a forest and rural
fire management adviser, he
talks further about the impact
of unwanted fires on the
New Zealand landscape and
suppression strategies.
Mr Dudfield says concerns
have been raised about
the three-fold increase
in expenditure on aircraft
deployed to fight wildfires –
since the merger of urban and
rural fire services in 2017.
It is also interesting to note
that the three-year average
area burnt due to unwanted
wildfires (17/18 to 19/20) has
also increased.
“To the casual observer,
it may appear that fire
managers are committing
more resources to fire
suppression,” says Mr
Dudfield.
“However, the ratio of airto-ground resources seems
out of balance as a successful
and efficient fire suppression
strategy.”
Comments from several
experienced fire managers
about ‘aerial attack’ – without
the necessary support of
ground crews with pumps
and hose lines – reflect
an uneasiness with the
management of wildfires.
“Their impact assessment
of water dropped from
helicopters was estimated

EXPERIENCED
FIRE MANAGERS
UNEASY WITH
MANAGEMENT
OF WILD FIRES

The ratio of air-to-ground resources seems out of balance as a successful and efficient
fire suppression strategy in New Zealand.

at less than 40% effective,
whereas heavy equipment
and the practice of water
delivered through a ground
crew and hose line is more
than 90% effective,” Mr
Dudfield said.
“While firefighters and fire
researchers agree that aerial
attack can be an important
component of an effective
firefighting strategy against
forest and rural fires, its
imprudent use can come at
a steep financial, ecological,
and human cost.

ACROSS THE DITCH

With MICHAEL SMITH

“Over the last eight years,
four helicopters have crashed
due to firefighting activities,
resulting in three fatalities.
It's a risk that many believe
is being undertaken far too
frequently.”

“The report predicted that
the average season length
with 'very high and extreme'
climatic fire risk will increase
by 71% up to 2040 and by
83% up to 2090. The baseline
used for the 71% increase in
risk was for the 30 years to
1999.”

Mr Dudfield also takes
issue with some of the
findings in the ‘Assessment
of Multiple Climate Change
Effects on Plantation Forests
in New Zealand’ report (2018).

He says the findings appear
to have been based on a
flawed prediction model. A
2021 study of fire weather
indicators for the period
2000 to 2020 (‘The impact of

recent climate on
fire danger levels
in New Zealand
co-authored by Mr
Dudfield) came
to a different
conclusion. The
study indicated
it would take “a
major swing in
current weather
patterns to
suggest that
the average
annual frequency
of elevated
fire danger
levels across
New Zealand
will increase
dramatically over
the next 20 to 40
years”.

Furthermore, Mr Dudfield
notes that a Meridian Energy
study (2019) could assist in
our understanding of “current
and future impacts on fire
weather in our forest and rural
landscapes, especially in the
South Island” … where a key
component is annual rainfall
trends.
“The study suggested that
climate change may result in
more rainfall impacting the
West Coast and the Southern
Alps. It flagged that an
increase in air temperature
of 1 deg. C results in an 8%
increase in the air’s moisturecarrying ability.
“And for the study’s
modelling purposes, it was
estimated that each rain event
would be 8% wetter by 2050,
with increased rainfall likely in
the eastern catchment areas
of the South Island.”
Cont P 16
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WILD FIRES MANAGEMENT

many decades to recover,” he
asserts.

From P 15

On a final subject,
Murray Dudfield is sceptical
about the Climate Change
Commission’s call for more
planting of native species to
achieve net carbon zero by
2050.

“I support the ‘right
tree, right place’ principle.
Additional planting of exotic
trees in the short term is
more rational than planting
native trees to achieve New
Zealand’s targets. While this
is a great initiative, the cost
of establishing more native
forestry is one that needs
strong government support.”

“Many of our native trees
are not fire-resistant – and
if impacted by unwanted
wildfires, these lands can take

SUPPORT FOR THE
RIGHT-TREE INTHE-RIGHT-PLACE
PRINCIPLE

Mr Murray concludes: “And
establishing carbon forests
with exotic trees, without
implementing an effective
forest fire prevention and
response strategy/plan, is a
risk that must be managed.”

Average annual frequency of elevated fire danger levels is unlikely to
increase dramatically over the next 20-40 years.

Great Artesian Basin scholarship announced on World Water Day
ON World Water Day on
Tuesday, the Department
of Agriculture, Water and
the Environment marked
the theme ‘Groundwater –
Making the Invisible Visible’
by announcing the winner

of the Great Artesian Basin
Scholarship.
Clint Hansen, a Royal
Melbourne Institute of
Technology PhD candidate
and indigenous Iman man,
will use the funds towards his

ONLINE
ADVERTISING
IS HERE!
Advertise jobs, buy/sell your products
and services ONLINE, with the new
timber and forestry website.
With just a few clicks, your
business will be seen on the
industry’s #1 WEBSITE.

Visit timberandforestryenews.com/
advertising to find out more or email
advertising@timberandforestryenews.com
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research identifying culturally
supported scientific methods
of water management and
allocation. His research,
directly aligned with the
Great Artesian Basin Strategic
Management plan, will

promote and identify culturally
supported scientific methods
for water management and
allocation in lands and waters
in the Wardingarri, or Dawson
River catchment, southeast
Queensland.

• Jobs board
• New/used
equipment and
machinery for sale
• Other products/
services

INDUSTRY EDUCATION

Gottstein Trust award round opening soon
THE Gottstein Trust’s 2022
applications round will open
on April 4, offering a full
suite of grant opportunities
for industry and student
candidates.

Ms Weeding pointed out
that fellowship reports “are
openly available for the whole
industry to access free of
charge”. Just click on ‘projects
and reports’ on the Gottstein
website.

“The educational fund has
a track record of opening
new career horizons for many
people and former award
recipients are living proof of
this,” chair Suzette Weeding
said.
“It is clear that the Gottstein
Trust has been life and career
changing.”
Testimonials at https://
gottsteintrust.org/testimonials
speak for themselves.
This year there are again
three award grant categories.
The first is for general skill
building open to people who
work at any level in the sector.
The grant can be used to
pay for training, attending
a field trip or conference or
another activity that they
believe will help develop their
skills and knowledge.
“Indigenous applicants are
warmly welcomed and we do
ask companies to consider
who they might encourage to
apply,” Ms Weeding said.
The second category is a
scholarship open for people
pursuing a qualification at
either under-graduate or postgraduate level. Scholarship

As of Friday, April 1,
applicants will be able to
access all details about the
2022 award round at www.
gottsteintrust.org

Attending the Gottstein understanding forest science course in 2019
were, back row from left, Beth Welden, FWPA Forest Learning, Joanna Tan,
Michelle Buckles and Carrie Heng, New Forests, Ishara Kotiah, VicForests,
Natalie Heazlewood, AFPA. Middle, from left: Gaela Hurford, Hurford Hardwood, Jocelyn Carpenter and Timothy Hurford, Hurford Hardwoods. Front:
Cressida Lehmann, Australian Bureau of Agricultural Resource Economic
and Science.

funds may be used for course
or general living expenses.
Dallas Goldspink, the TAFE
NSW team leader at the
Forestry Industry Training
Centre in Tumut, received a
scholarship while studying
for his Bachelor of ScienceForestry at ANU, Canberra.
It meant that he could focus
fully on studies and on field
work experience that helped
to get his career going.
“I am forever grateful for
the Gottstein scholarship,”
said Dallas who is also
executive officer of the NSW
south-west slopes Forest
Industry Advisory Council.
The third and premier award

category is the Gottstein
fellowship. This grant funding
is to pursue a specific project
put forward by an individual
which has been assessed as
valuable for the industry.
A fellowship usually involves
an overseas study tour and
there is an obligation to
prepare and submit a report
that describes the project
research and the findings.

TRUST HAS
BEEN A LIFE
AND CAREER
CHANGING
OPPORTUNITY

Online application forms
can be submitted between
Monday, April 4, and Monday,
May 30.
Those interested in
discussing their project idea
in advance of preparing an
application are invited to
call Helen Murray on 0419
991 424. All other inquiries
can be directed to team@
gottsteintrust.org
The Joseph William (Bill)
Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund
was formed in 1971 to honour
the esteemed CSIRO forest
products research scientist,
who was accidently killed in a
tree-felling operation in Papua
New Guinea.
Leaders of the forest
products industry and CSIRO
acted immediately to create
the trust fund in his honour,
which continues to provide
opportunities every year for
anyone connected to the
industry.
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www.timberandforestryenews.com/product/buy-sell-advertisement/ to
place an ad. Book by 5.00pm Tuesday prior to publication.

TERMS
New clients invoiced on booking. Existing clients 14 days.
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