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“WE are pleased that the 
federal government is funding 
an incentive to encourage 
builders and developers to 
use timber in their projects 
and reduce embodied 
carbon,” says Forest and 
Wood Products Australia CEO 
Andrew Leighton.

The federal government’s 
new $300 million program 
– through the Clean Energy 
Finance Corporation – 
encourages the use of mass 
timber in construction.

“The market is headed 
toward the increased use of 
wood and wood products and 
this incentive aligns Australia 
with other countries such as 
France and Japan that have 
similar policies,” Mr Leighton 
said.

“The funding also supports 
FWPA’s ongoing involvement 
with Wood Encouragement 
Policies which, through Planet 

Ark’s Make It Wood campaign, 
have already been adopted 
by both state and local 
governments.”

Mr Leighton said industry 
appetite for using wood and 
wood products in construction 
was steadily growing. Though 
this past year local industry 

only used 12,000 cub m of 
CLT, due to Covid, but this 
number was set to rise with 
planned projects such as 
Hine’s Melbourne office tower 
and Atlassian’s 39-storey 
tower.

“Compared to products like 
concrete, bricks and steel, 
timber’s embodied carbon – 
the emissions produced when 
extracting, manufacturing, 
transporting and maintaining 

a product – is 
significantly lower, 
Mr Leighton said.

“Choosing wood 
and wood products 
for projects helps 
lower the carbon 
footprint of the 
construction 
sector, which 
contributes 28% 
of greenhouse gas 
emissions globally.”

In addition, 
WoodSolutions cost-
comparison design guides 
show that when buildings 
are designed for timber and 
CLT from the onset, they are 
cheaper than alternatives such 
as concrete.

“Timber can deliver 
significant cost advantages 
to developers and builders 
if projects are appropriately 
designed and managed,” Mr 
Leighton said.

Traditional steel, aluminium 
and cement production are 
among some of the more 
challenging materials to 
decarbonise, reflecting their 
priority focus in the Australian 
government’s  Low Emissions 
Technology Statement.

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®
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INCENTIVE
ALIGN WITH
COUNTRIES
SUCH AS FRANCE
AND JAPAN

Industry appetite for using wood and wood
products in construction is steadily growing

1/   WoodSolutions cost- 
comparison design guides show 
that when buildings are designed 
for timber and CLT from the outset, 
they are cheaper than alternatives 
such as concrete – and far better for 
the environment.
2    Andrew Leighton… the market 
is headed toward the increased use 
of wood and wood products.
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THE Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation is seeking to 
transform Australia’s approach 
to medium and large-scale 
building construction with a 
new $300 million program 
to encourage mass timber 
construction across the 
property sector.

The funding, announced by 
PM Scott Morrison in a move 
to bolster the government’s 
environmental credentials 
ahead of the federal election, 
recognises the low emissions 
of timber.

The Timber Building 
Program by CEFC – which 
invests on behalf of the 
federal government – has 
the potential to substantially 
cut construction-related 
emissions using engineered 
wood products at scale to 
provide a greener alternative 
to conventional construction 
materials.

Property developers 
and commercial landlords 
who use mass timber in 
construction of commercial, 
public or multi-residential 
buildings throughout Australia 
may be able to access finance 
from the program to further 
promote development of the 
mass timber building industry 
and supply chain.

Under the program, eligible 
projects will be able to access 
commonwealth funded 
debt-finance of between $20 
million and $75 million.

Although the $300 
million pledge is not a lot 
of money in the scheme of 
things, the clear recognition 
by the CEFC to assist in 
cutting construction-related 

emissions by encouraging 
the use of engineered wood 
products at scale to provide 
a greener alternative to 
conventional construction 
materials, is a major 
endorsement for the whole 
wood products sector. 

“There is a major focus at 
present within the building 
community on the embodied 
greenhouse gas emissions 
of different materials,” says 
Dr Alastair Woodard, general 
manager, Wood Products 
Victoria.

“New initiatives within 
the Green Building Council 
of Australia and the recently 
formed MECLA – Materials 
& Embodied Carbon 
Leaders Alliance – have all 
concentrated the current 
focus on the ‘embodied CO2 
impacts of building products’,” 

Dr Woodard said.

In the commercial arena, 
Mr Woodard said concrete, 
steel and aluminium were 

all widely used, and all 
were major CO2 emitters in 
manufacture.

INDUSTRY NEWS

(02) 6285 3833
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for Australia's

forest industries

MANY NEW GREEN
BUILDING INITATIVES
DON’T GIVE GREDIT  
TO TIMBER’S  
‘BIOGENIC STORED 
CARBON’

Cont P 4

$300m government program to encourage use of mass timber across the property sector

CEFC recognition that engineered wood cuts
construction emissions a major breakthrough
JIM BOWDEN

Alastair Woodard…  
dramatic changes are 
going to be needed in the 
production of concrete and 
steel. 

Andrew Dunn… finally the 
role of timber in reducing 
climate change has been 
recognised by the  
government. 

Ian Learmonth…  
innovations in engineered 
wood products have  
created new opportunities 
for mass timber. 

Ryan Rathborne… time is 
right for developing more 
timber buildings across the 
property sector. 
 

mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
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“Dramatic changes are 
going to be needed in their 
production to reduce these 
impacts,” he said.

“Wood products, as we all 
know, have a much different 
story to tell, particularly when 
we recognise that growing 
trees photosynthesises CO2 
releasing the oxygen we all 
breathe, and locks the carbon 
in the wood, and that carbon 
remains stored for the life of 
the wood product.”

Mr Woodard said many of 
the developing new green 
building initiatives didn’t give 
credit to this ‘biogenic stored 
carbon’.

“This new CEFC initiative 
clearly recognises this reality,” 
he said.

“This new CEFC Timber 
Building Program should 
certainly encourage owners, 
developers and builders to 
have a good hard look at 
lower carbon engineered 

wood products in supporting 
more environmentally friendly 
(and cost-effective) solutions 
to their building construction 
projects.”

Andrew Dunn, CEO, Timber 
Development Association, 
added: “Finally, we are seeing 
the government recognising 
the role of timber in reducing 
climate change.”

Mr Dunn said the initiative 
ran alongside the CEFC report 
‘Australian Buildings and 

Infrastructure: Opportunities 
for Cutting Embodied Carbon’ 
that highlighted timber’s 
role in low-embodied energy 
buildings

The CEFC-published 
report found that the use 
of engineered timber in 
construction can be an 
extremely effective means of 
cutting construction-related 
embodied carbon emissions, 
by as much as 75% compared 
to the use of conventional 
steel and concrete.

Engineered Wood Products 
Association CEO Matthew 
said the CEFC vote of 
confidence in essential timber 
manufacturing industries was 
further recognition of the 
potential of renewable wood 
products to store carbon 
and reduce emissions in 
Australia’s built environment.

“Our timber manufacturing 
industries produce many 
innovative, reliable, and 
renewable products, including 
a range of innovative 
engineered wood products, 
that should be recognised as 
preferred building materials in 
a low emissions future,” Mr 
Matthew said.

Cross laminated timber, 
glue laminated timber and 
laminated veneer lumber 
were some of the innovative 
engineered wood products 
focused on replacing concrete 
and steel in the construction 
of new multi-storey 
buildings.”

CEFC CEO Ian Learmonth 
said that while timber had 
been used in construction for 
generations, new innovations 
in engineered wood 
products had created new 
opportunities for mass timber 
construction to be used in 
larger projects.

“The CEFC has a strong 
track record in financing new 
market developments, from 
large-scale solar to cleantech 
start-ups. We are excited 
to bring this expertise to 
sustainable construction,” Mr 
Learmonth said.

CEFC director of property 
investment Ryan Rathborne 
agrees.

“The time is right for the 
development of more timber 
buildings across the property 
sector,” he said.

“By locking in mass timber 
construction in new projects, 
we can also help develop 
local skills and experience, 
supply chains and delivery 
capabilities, all of which can 
catalyse more timber-based 
building activity into the 
future.”

Timber-framed medium 
and high-rise buildings are 
growing in popularity across 
the world, offering a lower 
carbon footprint, fast build 
time and physiological 
benefits for the end user.

Industry analysis shows:

• Embodied carbon 
represents ~45% of lifecycle 
emissions for high-performing 
new buildings.

• Replacing concrete and 
steel with timber products 
can reduce embodied carbon 

INDUSTRY NEWS

Call us and upskill your team today!!
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CLIMATE CHANGE
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Gavin Matthew… vote of confidence in renewable engineered wood 
products.
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FORESTRY Australia has 
launch its new 2022 Mentoring 
Program, which aims to foster 
the professional development 
of the nation’s future forestry 
leaders.

CEO Jacquie Martin said 
the program would pair 
recent graduates, early career 
professionals and those 
seeking to develop their 
careers with experienced 
forestry mentors through 
a unique and personalised 
program – calling for both 
mentees and mentors to apply.

“We’re extremely excited 
to launch the program, which 
represents an investment 
in both our future Australian 
foresters and forest 
professionals, and the future 
of forestry in Australia,” Ms 
Martin said.

“The program builds on 
the success of our 2021 
Conference Mentoring 
Program, which showed us 
just how powerful a mentoring 
relationship can be, delivering 
personal and professional 
benefits for both the mentor 
and the mentee.

The program has been 
developed around a framework 
and tool kit of resources 

which will support participants 
to ensure effective and 
sustainable knowledge 
transfer, skill acquisition and 
maintaining momentum for all 
participants.

Ms Martin said mentees 
and mentors would be asked 
to invest at least one hour a 
month to meet, plus additional 
time to prepare for each 
meeting including goal setting, 
pre-reading, planning and 
reflection activities.

“If you are looking to further 
your forestry career, and 
are interested in developing 
goals and strategies with an 
experienced professional who 
has been where you are now, 
we’d love you to apply,”  

Ms Martin said.

“We are never too young 
or too old to have mentoring 
relationships in our lives – 
people at any age and any 
stage of their professional 
careers can still benefit from 
the offerings of the Forestry 
Australia Mentoring Program.

“On the other hand, if 
you are forester or forestry 
leader looking to share your 
knowledge, invest in the future 
of the sector and help others 
we encourage you to consider 
becoming a mentor in our 
program.”

The 2022 mentoring 
program is supported by 
leadership grant funding from 
the Department of Agriculture, 

Water and the Environment.

Applications for the program 
are open until Friday, February 
25. The program is exclusive to 
Forestry Australia members, 
with no fees or charges for 
participants.

To find out more and apply, 
visit www.forestry.org.au/
mentoring/

*** ***

RESPONDING to PM 
Scott Morrison’s recent 
announcement of a $50 million 
funding package to boost 
the long-term protection and 
recovery efforts for koalas, 
Forestry Australia says it is 
critical that any initiative is 
backed up by strong science, 
a whole-of-landscape view 
and long-term thinking, “rather 
than being a moment in time 
thought-bubble”.

CEO Jacquie Martin said all 
funding towards research and 
science to protect biodiversity 
in our forests was welcome.

“Active and adaptive land 
management across all land 
tenures remains our best 
chance for real protection 
of biodiversity and the wide 
variety of interests in our 
forests,” Ms Martin said.

Responsible Wood would like to announce  
the release of the new AS/NZS 4708

Sustainable Forest Management Standard.

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. 

responsiblewood.org.au

FORESTRY AUSTRALIA

New mentoring program an investment in
growing Australia’s future forestry leaders

Forestry Australia’s new 2022 mentoring program aims to foster  
professional development of the nation’s future forest leader.   
Photo: Forestry Corporation

http://www.forestry.org.au/
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/just-published-sustainable-forest-management-requirements-as-nzs-4708/
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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CONSTRUCTION has started 
on a $63 million state-of-the-
art timber plant at Tarpeena 
in South Australia that will 
revolutionise the state’s 
manufacturing industry and 
create local jobs.

Timberlink’s NeXTimber 
facility, which has received 
$2 million from the Marshall 
Liberal government’s 
Regional Growth Fund, will 
be Australia’s first combined 
CLT and glulam manufacturing 
plant.

Minister for Primary 
Industries and Regional 
Development David 
Basham said the combined 
manufacturing plant would 
boost local timber production 
and provide an alternative for 
steel and concrete in mid and 
high-rise construction.

“Timberlink’s new 
manufacturing plant at 
Tarpeena will be a game-
changer for South Australia’s 
timber industry and it’s very 
exciting to see construction 
now underway,” Mr Basham 
said.

“The former Labor 
government sold off and sold 
out the forestry industry in 

the southeast, whereas the 
Marshall Liberal government 
is investing back into the 
industry encouraging growth 
and creating jobs.”

He said the facility was 
expected to create more than 
180 jobs during construction.

Timberlink recently 
completed a major multi-

dimensioned investment 
at the Tarpeena mill which 
largely has completed 
the timber manufacturing 
modernisation.

CEO Ian Tyson said co-
location of a CLT and glulam 
plant on the same site made 
the facility unique in Australia.

In further exciting news for 
the South Australia’s forestry 
sector, South East Pine 
Sales has unveiled its new 
automated steam generation 
plant which will add nearly 
1000 cub m of additional 
capacity.

“This is another project in 
the state’s southeast which 
will boost capacity in our 
forestry sector, grow the 
regional economy and create 
local jobs,” Mr Basham said.

TIMBER IN SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUTION

Getting the shovels 
ready for the start 
of Timberlink’s $63  
million plant at 
Tarpeena… Ian 
Tyson, CEO, David 
Basham, SA  
Minister for Primary 
Industries, Cr 
Shirley Little, Grant 
district council, 
and Ben Hood, 
Liberal candidate 
for Mount Gambier 
for the upcoming 
SA elections.

•  Wide range of North Coast hardwood timber products
•  Supplier of long length, large cross section beams 

Sweetman Renewable Timbers supporting Australian hardwood 
timber products, sustainable forest management and regional jobs.

1339 Wollombi Rd, Millfield, NSW 2325
02 4998 5224   |   srltd.com.au/renewable-timbers  
Email for enquires, sales and quotes: timbersales@srltd.com.au

Construction starts on $63m Timberlink plant
Game-changer for state and construction alternative for steel and concrete: minister

mailto:timbersales@srltd.com.au
http://www.srltd.com.au/renewable-timbers
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by up to ~75%.

• A 10% reduction in 
embodied carbon in new 
buildings would abate ~20Mt 
CO2-e to 2030, and ~63Mt 
CO2-e to 2050.

Better performing buildings 

can provide some of the 
fastest and most affordable 
solutions to our energy and 
emissions challenges, as well 
as drive demand for more 
sustainable materials.

While Australia’s leading 
property companies 
continue to top international 
sustainability benchmarks, 

the challenge remains to 
extend this progress across 
the sector more broadly.

Australia is seeing early 
adopters beginning to 
incorporate low-carbon 
materials in their construction, 
with mass timber buildings 
under construction in several 
cities.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2022

TCA has a clear view to the future

FEBRUARY
23: ATIF Board Meeting – 
Melbourne, VIC. 
Contact John Halkett at john.
halkett@bigpond.com

MARCH
7: Australian Farm Institute 
Conference – Strangers 
Room, NSW Parliament, 
Sydney. Where to next for 
ag advocacy? The  event 
will be held both in person 
and online. Inquiries to 0427 
458 034 or email info@
farminstitute.org.au 

29-30: International 
Conference on Forest 
Resources Accounting 
and Economics – Australia 
World Academy of Science, 
Engineering and Technology, 
Sydney, NSW. For further 
information see; https://
waset.org/forest-resources-
accounting-and-economics-
conference-in-january-2022-in-
sydney 

APRIL
3-8: Gottstein Trust 
Understanding Wood 
Science Course – Sunday 

evening, April 3, 2022, in 
Albury, NSW, for the field 
trip component, ending on 
Friday, April 8, in Canberra. 
The course is fully booked 
and a wait list is operating on 
a first-in-first-served basis. 
Delivered in partnership with 
the ANU, the course timing 
prior to next Easter matches 
up with the semester break. 
The course program can 
be downloaded at www.
gottsteintrust.org

20-21: Centre for Future 
Timber Structures 2022 
Australian Timber Design 
Workshops in Launceston, 
Tasmania and Brisbane, 
QLD. Created for building 
design professionals 
interested in timber 
construction to develop skills, 
confidence and networks 
in a unique, hands-on 
environment. Registration 
and cost: Early bird discount 
(ends February 28): $900. 
Standard: $1100 (single day 
$650, student price: $250). For 
further information Professor 
Keith Crews email: k.crews@
uq.edu.au Event re-scheduled 

from early February.

MAY
10-12: Environmental 
Forestry – Rotorua, New 
Zealand. Forest Industry 
Engineering Association. 
Improving environmental 
performance across the 
forest industry. For further 
information see: www.
environmentalforestry.events 

18-19: DesignBUILD – 
Melbourne Convention 
& Exhibition Centre, 
Melbourne, VIC. Event 
will bring together 
Australia’s architecture, 
building, construction and 
design communities. For 
further information see: 
designbuildexpo.com.au 

23-24: International Forest 
Business Conference – 
Sheraton Sopot Hotel, 
Poland. A two-day conference 
on megatrends that shape 
responsible forest and wood 
industry investments for 
climate action. The conference 
aims to bring together 
leading forest management 
organizations (TIMOs), 

investors interested in forest 
assets and carbon offsets 
(e.g., public and corporate 
pension funds, wealth 
managers and private banks, 
sovereign wealth funds, 
foundations and endowments) 
and sustainable wood 
industry representatives in 
order to exchange and share 
experiences and ideas about 
challenges and opportunities 
for forest sector as a natural 
climate solution. The main 
theme of the conference 
is New Forest Business 
Frontiers. Register at www.
fba-events.com or contact 
karolina@forest-analytics.com

JUNE
21-22: Frame Australia 
Timber Offsite Construction 
– Crown Promenade 
Melbourne, VIC. New global 
‘hybrid’ format. Choose from 
a selection of half-day and 
full-day programs. Virtual 
delegates can register for 
just one or more conference 
sessions. For further 
information and registration 
visit the website www. 
timberoffsiteconstruction.com

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

From P 4
On the cover: The La Trobe 
University student accommoda-
tion designed by JCB Architects 
and under construction here 
by Multiplex was one the case 
studies considered by the CEFC 
in developing its timber building 
program with the support of 
WoodSolutions. It achieved 
a reduction of 75% of carbon 
emissions, compared to a con-
crete-based benchmark. Photo: 
Multiplex 

mailto:halkett@bigpond.com
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney/
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydneyAPRIL
http://www.gottsteintrust.org
http://www.gottsteintrust.org
http://www.environmentalforestry.events
http://www.environmentalforestry.events
http://www.fba-events.com
http://www.fba-events.com
mailto:karolina@forest-analytics.com
http://www.timberoffsiteconstruction.com
http://www.timberoffsiteconstruction.com
mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
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NEW Zealand’s seven regional 
wood councils play an 
increasingly prominent role 
as forest industry advocates. 
With that in mind, Timber 
& Forestry enews spoke to 
Philip Hope, chief executive 
of the Eastland Wood Council 
(EWC), about the council’s 
work and the issues facing 
the industry on the East Coast 
(Tairawhiti).

Mr Hope took up the 
position in March 2021, 
following prominent roles 
with the Lung Foundation 
and the Cancer Society of 
New Zealand. He regarded 
it as an opportunity to apply 
his advocacy, business and 
governance skills.

“My career in 
organisational development 
is complemented by over 
two decades managing 
agricultural, horticultural and 
forestry blocks in the region,” 
Mr Hope.

He says the council 
provides a collective voice 
for Tairawhiti’s forestry 
and related organisations 
(including Eastland Port). “It’s 
funded primarily by a base 
membership fee, plus a cost 
per hectare of forestry blocks 
managed or owned by each 
company.”

The EWC is active in a 
number of areas, including 
care for the environment, 
health and safety, training, and 

supply chain efficiencies.

“We’ve provided leadership 
by establishing important 
training initiatives vital to 
forestry and other primary 
industries,” Mr Hope said.

“For instance, the Tairawhiti 
road transport program 
ensures local road freight 
transport, forest industry and 
heavy equipment operators 
are able to attract, train 
and retain licensed truck 
drivers. And the generation 
program is a ‘real world’ 
learning experience that 
combines industry training 
with employment. A six-
week base camp leads to 
an individualised two-year 
training and career pathway.

“The future success of 
these important development 
initiatives will be achieved 

through collaboration with 
other key stakeholders. 
Hence, we don’t see the 
EWC owning these program 
in the long term, but instead 
supporting them – all the 
while focusing on the 
council’s advocacy and 
policy leadership role to 
best represent the collective 
interests of our industry.”

Mr Hope describes forestry 
as a key driver of Tairawhiti’s 
economy.

“For the year ending March 
2019, forestry employed 
1072 FTEs and generated 

the region’s largest GDP 
by industry,” he said. “The 
East Coast and Hawkes 
Bay together supply and 
manufacture the second 
largest volume of sawn timber 
in the country.

“We also need to 
acknowledge the significant 
contribution the forest 
industry makes to Trust 
Tairawhiti [economic 
development agency] and, in 
turn, the many community 
groups operating across our 
region that exist as a result of 
this philanthropic income.”

One of the most pressing 
issues facing Tairawhiti is 
dealing with the effects of 
slash, which inundated the 
region’s rivers and beaches 
following devastating weather 
events in 2018 and 2020.

Mr Hope says an 
environmental focus group, 
consisting of EWC members, 
has established and refined a 
number of initiatives that are 
helping to reduce the risk of 
slash in flood events. 

“This work has culminated 
in an EWC MOU on 
catchment management, 
which is currently in the 
process of being peer 
reviewed by environmental 
planners,” he said.

The EWC secured the 
services of Professor Rien 
Visser (School of Forestry, 
University of Canterbury) 
to deliver professional 
development forums to its 
members. And Gisborne 
District Council engaged 
him to provide best-practice 
recommendations on 
catchment management, 

NEW ZEALAND FOREST FOCUS

1/   Mangatu (inland from  
Gisborne)… forestry generates  
significant revenue and  
employment for Tairawhiti.
2    Philip Hope… the industry is 
working hard to reduce the risk of 
slash following flood events.

1

2

PROVIDING
LEADERSHIP BY
ESTABLISHING
IMPORTANT
TRAINING
INITIATIVES

Regional councils provide a collective voice
for Tairawhiti’s forestry-related organisations
East Coast and Hawkes Bay supply second largest volume of sawn timber in New Zealand

With MICHAEL SMITH

ACROSS THE DITCH

Cont P 9



TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 693   |   February 10, 2022 9

THE new chair of the Hyne 
Group Tom Bruce-Jones flies 
into Brisbane this month 
for a round of meetings, 
operation inspections and staff 
introductions.

Celebrating its 140th 
year, Hyne Timber, a sixth 
generation family timber 
business, has partnered with 
UK-based James Jones & 
Sons, also chaired by Mr 
Bruce-Jones.

The partnership brings 
together a combined 320 
years of family-owned 
sawmilling heritage to pursue 
growth opportunities.

Fifth generation Hyne family 
member James Hyne said the 
partnership was a significant 
milestone in Hyne Timber’s 
140 years of growth.

“We are bringing together 
two multi-generational 
family-owned and operated 
companies with a shared 
commitment to world-class 
product quality, service, safety, 
innovation and sustainability,” 

Mr Hyne said.

James Jones & Sons Ltd 
is a fifth-generation family 
business and the UK’s largest 
privately owned forestry and 
sawmill group employing 1225 
personnel and operating from 
25 strategically located sites 
across England and Scotland.

Mr Bruce-Jones will 
attend a Hyne family lunch in 
Brisbane before taking the 
opportunity to personally visit 
Hyne operations and meet 
executives and staff.

Under the terms of the 
partnership, James Jones & 
Sons will hold the majority 
interest, almost 60%, with 
more than 40% retained by 
the Hyne Group’s existing 
shareholders, including the 
Hyne family.

including the design of debris 
slash traps.

Mr Hope says he is pleased 
to acknowledge two of the 
EWC’s members (Ernslaw 
One and Aratu Forests) for 
their independent initiatives. 
They include installing natural 
slash catchers for the next 
rotation; leaving higher 
stumps around waterways; 
excluding some areas from 
harvest; and the strategic 
planting of alternative species 
on high-risk land.

He notes there were no 
significant wood debris events 
in 2021, which indicates the 
new processes adopted by 
the industry are working.

“This is encouraging, 
although our members 
continue to review and 
improve processes wherever 
possible,” Mr Hope said.

“Given the nature of the 
region’s terrain and soils, a 
residual risk always remains 
for both soil and woody debris 
movement.”

• More in next week’s issue 
from Philip Hope.
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New Hyne chair flies in
to inspect operations and
meet executives and staff
JIM BOWDEN

Tom  
Bruce-Jones… 
meet-and-
greet visit this 
month.

http://www.hyne.com.au
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WIDELY respected 
in the timber 
industry with 
a long and rich 
history in all 
facets of the 
wood business, 
David Efron died 
in Melbourne on 
Christmas Day, 
aged 86.

Mr Efront 
was especially 
championed 
for his work in 
treated timber 
and his company David’s 
Timber, which he founded in 
1989 with his son Maurice, 
became Victoria’s major 
outdoor timber supplier that 
has built a strong reputation 
across Australia.

In the early 1990s, the 
Efron family’s decided that 
treated timber was the 
future for outdoor timber and 
set their vision to become 
a market leader in both 
timber supply and timber 
preservation.

In the mid-1960s, David 
Efron responded to a 
newspaper advertisement 
– “learn to be a manager” – 
and there began his first role 
with timber working for local 
timber merchant WK Witt, 
supplying plywood.

David owned a number 
of timber businesses over 
the years, including Writron 
Timber (Cheltenham) in the 
late 60s, Lorimer Timber (Port 
Melbourne) in the 70s, before 

moving to Southey Street in 
Williamstown. This business 
mainly sold mahogany from 
The Philippines and radiata 
pine. He was also a part-
owner of Otago Timber 
Exports (New Zealand) and 
a sawmill in Milton (New 
Zealand) during the late 70s 
and early 80s.

David sold Lorimer Timber 
to Wills Timber in 1981. In 
1983, he opened Ascot 
Timber on Mount Alexander 
Road in Ascot Vale, supplying 
to retail and trade customers.

After selling Ascot Timber, 

David made a career change 
and moved into pubs and 
politics. He became a 
ministerial adviser in the 
Labor Cain government, 
and travelled to Geneva as 
a part of Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke’s party to 
the International Labour 
Organisation conference in 
the 80s.

In 1990, he returned to the 
timber industry and with his 

son Maurice purchased The 
Fencing Place in Dandenong, 
soon re-named Davids 
Timber, and shortly after 
they decided to specialise in 
treated pine.

The company’s first timber 
treatment plant opened in 
Dandenong South in 1994.

Davids Timber relocated 
to Noble Park in 1997, and 
traded there till 2004, where 
the company moved again 
to its current premises 
on Princes Highway in 
Dandenong South.

Over the years, David had 
ownership or part ownership 
of sawmills in New Zealand, 
Wodonga and most recently 
Broadford Sawmills for the 
last 11 years.

David Efron was a 
supporter of the Timber 
Merchants Association 
for many years and was 
a passionate committee 
member during the 1990s. 
He was also a long-standing 
member of Melbourne 
Hoo-Hoo Club 217 with the 
number 85779, attending 
a number of Australian and 
international conventions 
over the years.

David was a lifelong 
supporter of the Essendon 
Bombers AFL team seeing 
nine premierships, and he 
was a committed Rotarian.

He is survived by his 
wife, Lillian, son Maurice 
and daughter Nikki and four 
grandchildren.

PASSAGES

VISION TO 
BECOME A 
MARKET LEADER
IN TIMBER 
SUPPLY WAS 
REALISED

David Efron, 86, was revered champion of the
timber industry and leader in wood treatment

1/   David Efron was championed 
for his work in treated timber and 
his company David’s Timber, which 
he founded in 1989 with his son 
Maurice, became Victoria’s major 
outdoor timber supplier.
2    David Efron… timber, pubs and 
politics.

1

2

SOMETHING TO SAY? 
You can now talk to us more easily with a new dedicated email address - 
feedback@timberandforestryenews.com 
Share observations, opinions, comment by email and, subject to  
normal editorial rules, your feedback will be published.

Contact Jim Bowden today...
feedback@timberandforestryenews.com

mailto:feedback@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:feedback@timberandforestryenews.com
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t. 1800 577 551
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t. (07) 3667 8217
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48 Lipson Street

Port Adelaide, 5015

t. (03) 9034 3994

Right products | Right time | Right price 

Visit us in person or online at www.ATSBP.com to learn more about how we can help you build better.

BUILD BETTER 
WITH ATS
At ATS Building Products,  
we understand that 
everything has to line up.  
Great projects – no matter 
the size – require a mix 
of quality, timeliness, & 
competitive pricing. 

You can count on our team 
to make sure your projects 
run efficiently and deliver 
value from start to finish.  
We are driven to help you 
do your best work.

http://www.ATSBP.com
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VAST quantities of tropical 
hardwood from deforestation 
hotspots around the world 
continue to enter Vietnam, in 
spite of new regulations to 
clean up supply chains.

In 2018, the country signed 
a deal with the European 
Union to reform its timber 
sector and, in return, boost 
access to the strictly regulated 
EU markets. But recently 
introduced mechanisms to 
eliminate illegal timber are 
failing, experts say.

“Basically, nothing has 
changed,” says senior policy 
analysts at the US-based 
Forest Trends Association.

“The authorities allow the 
importing companies to bring 
in high-risk timber … just as 
they did before.”

Thousands of enterprises 
import around 5-6 million cub 
m of timber into Vietnam from 
more than 100 countries every 
year. At least one-third of this 
is tropical hardwood from 
locations such as Cambodia, 
Laos, Papua New Guinea and 
around 20 countries in Africa.

The majority of these 
tropical imports are considered 
“high-risk” in terms of the 
legality of their source.

The Vietnam-EU deal 
is a Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement under the EU’s 
Forest Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 
Action Plan. It represents 
a commitment to work 
together to clean up Vietnam’s 
domestic timber market to 
ensure its exports comply 
with EU timber regulations. 
When fully implemented, all 
Vietnamese timber exports 
to the EU will be issued 

certificates that assure legality 
of origin and production.

Following the signing 
of the agreement in 2018, 
legality requirements were 
incorporated into domestic 
legislation in October 2020 
by way of the Vietnam Timber 
Legality Assurance System 
(VNTLAS). This framework 
applies to both export and 
domestic supply chains, 
essentially entailing that all 
timber imported into the 
country is clean.

Most imported high-risk 
tropical timber is destined 
for Vietnam’s domestic 
market, according to Forest 
Trends, where demand for 
luxury hardwood furniture 
is high. Vietnam’s 2016 
blanket ban on domestic 
logging of natural forests 
has forced manufacturers to 
look elsewhere. At the same 
time, significant supplies 
from neighbouring Cambodia 
and Laos dwindled due to 
increased efforts in those 
countries to curtail exports of 
unprocessed timber.

To plug the supply gap, 
according to FTA, roughly 1.3 
million cub m of timber enters 

Vietnam annually from more 
than 20 African countries.

Vietnam is now the second-
largest importer of African 
timber in the world, behind 
China.

Cameroon is the principal 
supplier, providing roughly 
60% of Vietnam’s tropical 
timber imports. Other major 
sources include Angola, 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Gabon, Nigeria and 
Suriname, each of which 
exports more than 10,000 cub 
m of logs and sawn wood to 
Vietnam each year.

Customs data compiled 
by Forest Trends indicate no 
signs of a reduction in high-
risk timber imports since 
the VNTLAS regulations 
came into effect. Between 
January and October 2021, 
more than 400,000 cub m of 
wood entered Vietnam from 
Cameroon — around two-
thirds of the total imported 
during the whole of 2020. 
Furthermore, the volume 
of timber from Laos and 
Cambodia during the same 
period has already exceeded 
figures for the whole of 2020.

Maintaining such imports 

“will continue to bring 
bad reputations to the 
Vietnamese timber industry, 
and could have unpredictable 
consequences for the timber 
trade,” says FTA.

Importers say the due 
diligence process is “too 
complicated,” and they don’t 
know which authorities in 
supply countries issue the 
necessary paperwork. In 
some cases, timber brokers 
in supply countries refuse 
outright to share information 
pertaining to harvest permits 
and concession permits 
because they are considered 
confidential.

Reliance on paper 
documents and third parties 
to verify timber legality 
leaves room for malpractice: 
“[Importers] have to have 
additional mechanisms to 
make sure that the documents 
given to [them] are authentic,” 
says FTA.

“What is needed here is 
much more than documents.”

Of 15 countries that 
currently have VPAs with 
the EU, Indonesia is the 
only country to currently 
operate a FLEGT licensing 
system. Since the country 
signed a VPA in 2013 and 
began FLEGT licensing in 
2016, annual deforestation 
rates have dropped by 56%. 
Nonetheless, there are still 
many weaknesses with the 
system.

• The Forest Trends 
Association works to promote 
investments, markets as 
well as other payment and 
incentive mechanisms for a 
broad range of ecosystem 
systems and services

GLOBAL TIMBER TRADE ISSUES

Reliance on paper documents and third parties to verify legality opens doors to malpractice

Tropical hardwood from illegal ‘hotspots’ is
damaging Vietnam’s timber trade reputation

Cameroon is the principal supplier, providing roughly 60% of Vietnam’s 
tropical timber imports.



TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 693   |   February 10, 2022 13

2021 AND THE YEAR AHEAD

A POWERFUL LEGACY
A BOLD VISION

TREATED TIMBER

Wood
Protection

Contact us to learn more:  Australia:  1300 650 636      New Zealand:    0800 826 254 tanalised-information.oceania@arxada.com

arxadawoodprotection.com/apac

mailto:tanalised-information.oceania@arxada.com
http://www.arxadawoodprotection.com/apac
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IT will take 1600 cub m of 
spruce glulam, more than 150 
tonnes of steel and all the 
know-how of Rubner Holzbau 
to manufacture the large 
roof that will ‘float’ above 
the new Sydney Fish Market, 
connecting all the elements 
of the structure in a unique 
elegant movement that 
gives the building an iconic 
presence.

Destined to become one of 
the most significant social and 
tourist destinations in the city, 
the new Sydney Fish Market 
represents a flagship project 
of the NSW government that 
will support tourism and the 
fishing industry, creating a 
world-class landmark.

Multiplex was awarded the 
construction and secured 
the design and engineering 
services, as well as the full 
supply to site from Rubner 
Holzbau in Italy.

Adam Shears, director of 
Theca Timber said: “We as 
partners of Rubner Holzbau 
in Australia were involved 
from a very early stage. The 
Multiplex team requested our 
qualified input to accurately 
price the job during the 
tender phase.”

The challenge was spelt out 
clearly: to identify the most 
sustainable and efficient way 
to transport the roof to site, 
allowing at the same time for 
the quickest possible erection 
time, remaining as faithful as 
possible to the original project 
design.

“We responded with 
advanced construction 
solutions and DfMA (design 
for manufacturing and 
assembly) strategies, and 

with a sophisticated transport 
methodology,” Adam Shears 
said.

“Rubner Holzbau and 
Theca Timber were pleased 
to contribute our expertise 
to realising the most iconic 
element of this monumental 
architectural work.”

The building's roof is an 
integral part of the Sydney 
Fish Market's design, but 
also a standard bearer for its 
sustainability strategy. It is 
designed to collect rainwater 
for reuse, and the potential 
production of solar energy. 
Its unique shape uses the 
winds to extract warm air 
and protect workers from the 
southerly winds.

The canopy, made of 
wood and aluminium, is 
designed to be as permeable 
as possible, minimising the 

need for air conditioning while 
diverting direct sunlight. The 
triangular openings allow 
plenty of natural daylight 
into the building, while 
their orientation shields the 
building from the sun during 
the hottest hours.

In addition to the executive 
design, Rubner Holzbau is 
responsible for the creation 
of prototypes for the crucial 
joints, and the production 
of bespoke elements more 
than 30 m long. The special 
shipment from the Italian 
Alps to Sydney required 
unloading at the site by 
water, and provision of 
technical assistance during 
assembly and local project 
management.

The project located in 

Blackwattle Bay 
in Pyrmont, 2 km 
west of Sydney’s 
business district, 
is the third largest 
fish market in the 
world.

The 65,000 sq m 
metre renovation 
project was 
commissioned 
from Danish 
design firm 3XN, 
working with local 

architectural firms BVN, GXN 
Innovation and landscape 
architect Aspect Studios.

In other cities, wholesale 
fish markets are closed to 
the public because of the 
risks posed by machinery. In 
Sydney, however, the new 
building, while distinguishing 
between public and 
wholesale areas, will maintain 
a visual connection between 
the two.

The new building on the 
ground floor will house all the 
traditional functions of a fish 
market: landing and loading, 
wholesale market and auction 
hall, but enclosed between an 
amphitheatre staircase and 
the waterfront, and visible 
from the wharf so that visitors 
can appreciate the operational 
and commercial functions 
while keeping a safe distance.

The project is the first step 
in an ambitious plan by the 
NSW government to revitalise 
Blackwattle Bay. 

Rubner Holzbau and Theca 
Timber will be exhibiting ‘in 
person’ at the Timber Offsite 
Construction Conference 
and Exhibition at Crown 
Promenade Melbourne on 
June 21 and 22

TIMBER IN SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUTION

Vickie pulls rug from under $40m port plan

1/   Rendered version of the  
Sydney Fish Market, a flagship 
project of the NSW government 
that will support Australian 
tourism and create a world-class 
landmark for Sydney.  
2   Adam Shears… responded with 
advanced construction solutions 
and sophisticated transport  
methodology.

1
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FLAGSHIP
PROJECT FOR
TOURISM IN
THE CITY

Unique shape of wood and aluminium canopy a standard bearer for sustainability

The ‘scales’ balance in timber’s favour at
massive ‘floating’ fish market in Sydney
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THE Victorian wood and 
fibre sector welcomed the 
recommendations of a 
parliamentary inquiry into 
environmental infrastructure 
for Victoria’s growing 
population, Deb Kerr, CEO of 
the Victorian Forest Products 
Association, said this week.

The committee, 
chaired by MPs Sarah 
Connolly and Darren 
Cheeseman, published 
its recommendations on 
Wednesday. These include 
considering the health, 
economic and social 
benefits of environmental 
infrastructure.

“While the concept of 
biophilic design is not new, 
it has long been neglected 
in urban planning,” Ms Kerr 
said.

“The benefits of 
incorporating natural 
elements in buildings – 
namely wood – are clear,” 
she said.

A report by Planet 
Ark on the use of wood 
in buildings found that: 
“The use of wood in the 

interior of a building has 
clear physiological and 
psychological benefits that 
mimic the effect of spending 
time outside in nature. The 
feelings of natural warmth 
and comfort that wood 
elicits in people has the 
effect of lowering blood 
pressure and heart rates and 
reducing stress and anxiety”.

“Wood’s other superpower 
is that it is the only building 
material that removes 
carbon from the atmosphere 

and stores it for its entire 
lifecycle,” Ms Kerr said.

“However, the current and 
future demand for Victoria’s 
wood and wood fibre 
products means that the 
Victorian government must 
also ensure that the right 
policy and programs settings 
are in place to get more 
trees in the ground so that 
every Victorian can enjoy the 
positive benefits of wood in 
their homes.”

Contact   //   Zonya Bird
zonya@creativebirddesign.com 
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TOYOTA is continuing to drive 
towards even more fuel-
efficient and environmentally 
conscious car engines with 
the 2022 Kluger the eighth 
model in the Japanese 
manufacturer’s Toyota range to 
feature a hybrid drivetrain.

A high sales volume has 
been achieved through a 
gradual expansion of the hybrid 
line-up to 44 models globally, 
while the hybrid system has 
evolved to its 4th generation.

In Europe, Toyota sold more 
than 2.8 million hybrids (19 
models total). In 2019, 52% 
of Toyota/Lexus sales were 
hybrids (63% in Western 
Europe).

Because of the high ratio of 
hybrids, Toyota is able to easily 
meet emissions regulations 
– 95g of CO2 per km – and 
basically remains reluctant to 
battery-electric cars longer 
than others.

Offering a hybrid drivetrain 
in Australia for the first 
time with Kluger, the new 
model features a stylish 
family-friendly design, and 
significantly improved safety 
and advanced technology 
giving it a more premium 
ambience.

Toyota Australia vice-
president sales and marketing 
Sean Hanley says the 
addition of a hybrid option to 
one of Australia’s favourite 

family SUVs 
demonstrates 
a commitment 
to driving 
sustainability 
forward.

“The 
popularity of 
SUVs continues 
to grow and 
the new Kluger 
hybrid models 
mean that 
families can 
have all the 
space, comfort, 
refinement and 
versatility of a 
large SUV with a 
low environmental impact,” Mr 
Hanley said.

Priced from $47,650, the 
new Kluger is available in three 
trim levels – entry-level GX, 
mid-range GXL and top-of-the-
range Grande – with all grades 
offered in petrol 2WD or AWD 
versions, and hybrid AWD 
drivetrains.

The new Kluger is built 
on Toyota’s new global 
architecture platform and 
features a 60 mm longer 
wheelbase, 60 mm more in 
overall length and is slightly 
wider than the current 
generation, with more interior 
space and improved driving 
stability.

Driving through an electronic 
continuously variable 

transmission (e-CVT), the 
e-Four AWD system allows up 
to 100% of drive to be sent 
through the front wheels or 
up to 80% through the rear, 
depending on conditions.

The transmission offers 
three modes – eco, normal 
and sport, while hybrid models 
are also fitted with a trail mode 
switch to further improve 
traction in slippery off-road 
conditions.

The new 3.5-litre petrol 
V6 engine generates a 
maximum power of 218kW 
and peak torque of 350Nm 
that is delivered through a new 
smooth 8-speed automatic 
transmission with an auto stop 
start system to improve fuel 
economy.

The hybrid has two motors 

at the front and one 
at the rear which 
work together 
with a 2.5-litre 
four-cylinder petrol 
engine.

The Kluger GX 
is available with a 
3.5L V6 engine in 
2WD or AWD, or 
with a 2.5L hybrid 
engine in AWD.

Toyota’s pre-
collision safety 
system includes 
pedestrian and 
daylight cyclist 
detection sensing. 
It can help avoid 

or reduce the impact of a 
potential collision with an 
audio and visual alert, then by 
applying extra brake force if 
needed. It can even apply the 
brakes automatically if you 
don't.

A driver’s airbag, driver's 
knee airbag, front passenger 
airbag, two side impact airbags 
and two curtain shield airbags 
which run all the way to the 
third row seats help protect 
the driver and passengers 
from impact.

Power output of the petrol 
engine is 142 kW and the 
electric motors make 184 kW. 
The engine torque is 242 Nm.

Toyota lists combined fuel 
consumption for the hybrid at 
5.6 L/100 km

ON THE ROAD WITH ORSON WHIELS TOYOTA KLUGER AWD HYBRID
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