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THE abandoning of 50 
containers of European 
‘building timbers’ in Shanghai 
that were destined for 
Melbourne reflects the  
“crazy world of wood” where 
shipping has no compass and 
signed assurances of delivery 
are worth nothing.

The timber arrived at the 
Chinese port in July but the 
shipping company accepted a 
lucrative price 60% greater to 
divert course for Los Angeles.

“It came as no surprise 
that an international shipping 
company would divert course 
from Australia to the US,” 
the general manager of the 
Australian Timber Importers 
Federation John Halkett said 
this week.

“Shipping costs and port 
delays had risen dramatically, 
but the hard facts are it’s 
more financially attractive for 
companies to deliver to the 
northern hemisphere,” he said.

“There is a perfect storm 
of a sky-rocketing demand for 
building products in Australia 
and across Europe and the 
US coming together with the 
serious issue of supply caused 
by the disruption to shipping 

and logistics,” Mr Halkett said. 

Unfortunately pressure 
on supply lines, coupled 
with logistics, increased 
shipping charges and delays, 
had resulted in many house 
building and construction 
projects being seriously 
delayed or even halted.

ATIF has made and 
is continuing to make 
representations to the federal 
government about the matter, 
with ongoing discussions with 
commonwealth officials and 
other stakeholders.

Global demand and prices 
for building products such as 
timber and steel have risen 
steeply this year. There is 
also a world-wide shortage 
of shipping containers, 
recognised this week by 
federal Trade Minister Dan 
Tehan.

Mr Tehan said the 
pandemic had disrupted 
the shipping sector. He 
invited organisations that 
had experienced difficulty 
importing goods to contact the 
government.

He said shipping activity 
rebounded more quickly 
in countries such as China 

which got out of pandemic 
lockdowns earlier in 2020, 
causing a disproportionate 
number of containers to end 
up in those places.

Master Builders Association 
of Victoria CEO Rebecca 
Casson said the dumped 
timber could inflame the 
domestic shortages and 
drive up costs for the state’s 
builders.

“This has the potential to 
push things over the edge,” 
she said. “Basically we’ll have 
unfinished homes.”

In the UK, the Timber Trade 
Federation says suppliers are 
“working around the clock” 
but are “struggling to keep up”.

The UK imports around 80% 
of its timber and many are 
calling for the UK's forestry 
industry to be nurtured.

The government said it was 
"committed to trebling tree 
planting rates by the end of 
this parliament" and creating 
many more woodlands to 
boost the supply and demand 
for UK-grown timber.

Sweden, which supplies 
almost half of the structural 
wood used in the UK with 
Australia also a traditional 
market, has recorded its 
lowest stock levels for 20 
years.

TTF chief executive David 
Hopkins said there were other 
factors at play.

“We’ve got these huge 
forest fires raging across 
North America which will 
take a lot of timber out of 
production,” he said.

"Canada is reducing its 
annual cut because its own 
natural forests are under 
threat from fire, pest and 
disease. Because it is such a 
big producer, when it sneezes 
the rest of the world catches 
a cold."

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®
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A topsy-turvy world of timber trading as
supply and shipping hit the perfect storm

John Halkett… it’s more financially 
attractive for companies to deliver 
to the northern hemisphere.
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A PARTNERSHIP between 
Australia-based wholesaler 
ITI and Wood Modifications 
Technologies in Auckland, NZ, 
has described acceptance of 
a durable wood solution for 
bushfire protection up to BAL-
40 as a “Eureka moment” for 
the timber treatment industry.

Launched two years ago 
in Australia, FLAMEfixx is a 
globally-patented process for 
treating sustainably-grown 
radiata pine that combines 
industry-leading fire-retardant 
technology with protection to 
H3 against fungal decay and 
insect (termite) attack.

Instead of relying on a 
traditional fire-retarding 
coating, the product is a 
working solution impregnated 
into the wood substrate 
under a pressure and vacuum 
process that treats the timber.

“The aim was always to 
push beyond the BAL-29 
rating, something many in the 
industry might have believed 
would turn out to be a futile 
exercise in trying to defy the 
odds,” principal scientist at 
WMT Ron Moon said.

“But a scientist thinking 
outside the square can change 
the world, or at the very least, 
alter our perception of what’s 
possible,” he said.

Warringtonfire, a Melbourne 
product compliance authority 
for more than 30 years and 
an ISO 17025 accredited 

laboratory, approved 
FLAMEfixx as the first 
combustible product – this 
time for  radiata pine – to 
achieve a fire rating to BAL-40.

This is the first time a 
combustible product – in 
this instance FLAMEfixx 
dFx treated radiata pine – 
has achieved a fire rating to 
BAL-40. The testing regime 
involved exposing the product 
to 40 kW of radiant heat under 
stringently controlled settings, 
a measure of the energy 
involved in the combustion.

The BAL-40 rating is 
therefore a precise measure 
of the flame resistance 
properties of FLAMEfixx 
treated timber.

“Interestingly, the patented 
FLAMEfixx dFx formulation 

for BAL-40 is the same as that 
for BAL-29, the only difference 
being an improvement in 
the compliance control of 
penetration and retention of 
the product,” Ron Moon said.

Under AS3959:2018 
(Australian standard for 
construction of buildings 
in bushfire-prone areas), 
BAL-40 can be achieved via 
AS1530.8.1:2018 (Australian 
standard for methods for fire 
tests on building materials, 
components and structures).

In the test 
(AS1530.8.1:2018), when 
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PROUDLY PRESENTS
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THE AIM WAS
TO ALWAYS
PUSH BEYOND A
BAL-29 RATING
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First combustible product – this time radiata – to achieve the fire rating

Bushfire protection to BAL-40 seen as
‘Eureka moment’ for timber treatment
JIM BOWDEN

1/   FLAMEfixx… a durable wood 
solution for bushfire protection up 
to BAL-40.
2    Craig Davies…  achieving the 
BAL-40 rating a scientific break-
through of global significance.

1

2

https://conlog.eventsair.com/afpa2021/
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GLOBAL investment 
manager New Forests 
has announced two key 
appointments in sustainability 
and communications and the 
formation of the company’s 
new Impact & Advocacy 
business unit.

Jo Saleeba joins as head 
of sustainability, bringing 
her extensive experience in 
sustainability and working 
with asset owners on 
responsible investment and 
climate change.

Ms Saleeba was the 
inaugural CEO of the Investor 
Group on Climate Change 
Australia and New Zealand 
and previously led the 
responsible investment team 

at HESTA, one of Australia’s 
largest superannuation funds. 
Responsible for building on 
New Forests’ position as a 
global leader in sustainable 

forestry, she will  continue 
to develop the company’s 
sustainability and impact 
framework and focus on 
how opportunities in natural 
climate solutions, biodiversity 
conservation and the circular 
bio-economy can create value 
for investors, the environment 
and communities.

She will engage investors 
in scaling impact through 
the deployment of capital 
to sustainable forestry and 
landscape management.

Lauren Stewart joins as 
head of communications, 
bringing almost 20 years’ 
experience working across 
investment management, 
banking and corporate 
markets in the Asia-Pacific 
region and Europe.

Most recently she 
was principal, head of 
communications for 
BNY Mellon Investment 
Management Asia Pacific.

Ms Stewart will proactively 
drive a global communications 
strategy to grow investor 
engagement with New 

Forests’ investment strategies 
and track record and to 
increase the recognition 
of forestry investment 
as a climate change and 
sustainable development 
solution.

Ms Saleeba and Ms 
Stewart will both report to 
Radha Kuppalli, managing 
director, impact and advocacy. 
Ms Kuppalli has been with 
New Forests since 2006.

“We are excited to bring 
Jo and Lauren on board and 
form a new business group 
which reflects the critical 
importance of sustainability, 
communications, thought 
leadership and advocacy to 
New Forests’ investment 
performance and growth,” Ms 
Kuppalli said.

“Scaling investment in 
sustainable forestry can 
mitigate climate change 
and protect biodiversity, 
accelerate the transition to 
a circular bio-economy, and 
support rural livelihoods.

“The Impact & Advocacy 
Group will work across 
New Forests to support 
the achievement of these 
outcomes as a company and 
as an industry.”

Since its inception in 2005, 
New Forests has been a 

INDUSTRY NEWS

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483 

tabmatraining.edu.au

TA B M A  T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions

Flexible training delivery

Highly skilled trainers

NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450 
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE 

FOREST
INVESTMENT
AS CLIMATE
CHANGE
SOLUTION

Driving global communications strategy to grow investor engagement

New Forests announces key appointments
and formation of advocacy business group

Geoffrey Seeto who oversees New 
Forests’ timberland investment 
program in southeast Asia.

Radha Kuppalli Jo Saleeba Lauren Stewart 

Cont P 5
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global leader among asset 
managers in its approach to 
managing and reporting on 
ESG issues and investing 
in conservation finance and 
environmental markets. As 
the world tackles climate 
change and sustainable 
development in the coming 
decade, New Forests’ vision 
is to see forestry as a key 
sector in the transition to a 

sustainable future.

The Impact & Advocacy 
Group will reinforce New 
Forests’ position as a world-
leader in its approach to 
impact, and ensure New 
Forests uses this position 
and its track record of impact, 
to advocate for policies and 
frameworks that will support 
more investment in natural 
climate solutions and the 
circular bio-economy.

This week’s announcement 
follows the appointments of 
former acting chief financial 
officer and chief operating 
office at AMP Capital Adrian 
Williams as chief financial 
officer in January this year, 
and Christine Loh (SBS, OBE), 
as independent director in 
May 2021.

New Forests has $6 billion 
in assets under management 
across 1 million ha of 

investments. The company 
operates in Australia, New 
Zealand, southeast Asia and 
the US.

You can be assured that wood carrying the  
Responsible Wood mark has come from certified 
Australian forests that are sustainably managed  

to the highest global standards.

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

Ballarat Region Treegrowers, a recipient 
of the 2020 Responsible Wood Small Grants Program. 

OPINION

On the cover: Preparing for 
planting and ready for growth… 
New Forests’ vision is to see 
forestry as a key sector in the 
transition to a sustainable 
future. Pictured are Michael 
Evans, Forico’s  plantation 
supervisor, and Andrew Moore, 
manager at Forico’s Somerset 
nursery. 

From P 4

ANU study on 2019-20 fires ‘unfounded’
A REPORT of a study in 
Brisbane’s Courier-Mail 
(August 18) attributed to 
Dr D. Lindermayer of the 
Australian National University 
that “regional and rural towns 
near logged forests are at a 
higher risk of increased fire 
severity” has been called out 
as unfounded and dangerous 
by experienced foresters.

The ANU study analysed 
the 2019-20 bushfires and 
“found that young forests 
regenerating after logging 
were particularly susceptible 
to very high-severity fires”.

Dr Gary Bacon, a former 
CEO of Queensland Forestry, 
noted that Dr Lindermayer 
is not a forester and has 
no credentials in forest fire 
management.

Dr Bacon referred to 

the recent peer reviewed 
published paper by 
professional foresters with 
extensive forest fire expertise 
in the Australian Forester (July 
27, 2021). A comprehensive 
review by Prof R. J. Keenan, 
Prof P. Kanowski, Dr P. J. 
Baker, Dr C. Brack, Dr T. 
Bartlett and Prof K. Tolhurst 
found there is no evidence 
that timber harvesting 
increased the scale or severity 
of the 2019-20 bushfires in 
south-eastern Australia.

 “Suggestions that past 
timber harvesting had a 
significant impact on the 
extent of severity of these 
fires are not supported by the 
emerging evidence from those 
fires,” the foresters reported.

Dr Bacon said proposals 
that ceasing timber harvesting 

would reduce future fire risk 
were unfounded, and this 
policy option might have 
impacts on the capacity to 
prepare for, and respond to, 
future bushfires.

“International evidence 
suggests that appropriate 
timber harvesting could be 
part of active management 
practices to reduce future fire 
risk,” Dr Bacon said.

“Policies and 
practices to 
mitigate fire risk 
and impacts should 
be evidence-
based, and they 
should integrate 
multiple models 
and different 
perspectives to 
avoid the cognitive 
bias inherent 
in many expert 
opinions.

“Furthermore,” he said, 
“indigenous, local and 
professional fire knowledge, 
and the full breadth of 
evidence from bushfire 
research, should inform 
strategies for reducing fire 
impacts and making fire-
prone Australian forests 
more resilient and human 
communities safer.”

Appropriate timber harvesting could be part of 
active management practices to reduce future 
fire risk.

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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THE twice Covid-delayed 
NZ Institute of Forestry 
conference was finally held 
in Masterton this week and it 
was a big success attracting 
more than 200 delegates, 
including students from two 
Masterton high schools.

The theme ‘Pride and 
Passion in Forestry’ was 
appropriate as a booming NZ 
forestry, wood processing 
and wood export economy 
can only be boosted by huge 
new (likely) government tree 
planting targets (680,000 
new land hectares) to 
mitigate increasing carbon 
emissions.

Two very informative 
CPD workshops were held 
on Sunday. One was on 
mediation, reconciliation, 
arbitration and litigation, 
the other on the increasing 
use by the courts and in 
mediation of the Maori 
mythology ‘Tikana’ quasi-legal 
system where ‘relationships’ 
and ‘mana’ largely replace the 
1000-year-old tried and true 
Westminster legal system. 

This is seriously scary for 
most of the 84% of New 
Zealanders who are not 
Maori, but the government’s 
‘train rush’ to replace 
democracy with 16% of 
the population a Maori-
dominating society has now 
left the station, and will be 
impossible to reverse.

For some, or many, it’s a 
reversion to a pre-colonial 
unelected Maori-controlled 
tribal hierarchical society in 
‘Aotearoa’. And it will likely 
happen.

The conference proper on 
Monday was opened by a 
strong supporter of forestry 
(“Forestry saved Masterton”) 
the Wairarapa MP Kieran 
McAnulty, and later at dinner 
the Minister of Forests Stuart 
Nash addressed delegates.

The first technical 
presentation was made by a 
super-enthusiastic Australian 
forestry educationalist Beth 
Welden, the national manager 
of the Forest Learning 
Education Program.

Beth was listened to with 
envy by delegates who could 

only wish for similar funding 
support across the ditch.

Several very good 
presentations were made 
on a variety of topics over 
one and a half days. Many 
focused on the government’s 
wish to transform the 
industry from a traditional 
forestry and wood products 
one, to a ‘circular bio-
economy’ dominated by 
bio-energy and bio-chemical 
plants to replace or add to 
sawmills and pulp mills.

Several countries and 
regions have tried and so 
far failed, including recently 
South Australia which spent 
millions of dollars on a failed 
attempt. The same Finnish 
consultants (VTT) who 
‘advised’ the SA government 

are now advising the New 
Zealand government.

However, Kiwis are nothing 
if they are not optimistic, 
although a soon-to-be-
published report is likely to 
confirm that New Zealand 
has far less commercial 
forest than it thought, and 
that harvest levels are due 
to reduce (substantially) over 
the next 10 years and beyond.

And, in a fit of pure 
madness, the government 
and most officials and 
academics have decided that 
the mainstay of New Zealand 
forestry, radiata pine with 25-
30 year old rotations, is now 
an “evil species” and that the 
country must pivot to planting 
native trees on 100-300-year-
old rotations, and to lock up 
carbon at 10% … only at the 
rate that pine trees can.

This will require that the 
fruitcake promoters of this 
‘Mad Max’ scheme prevail, 
which they probably will, and 
with a $10 billion government 
subsidy tossed in.

But this should be no 
problem for New Zealand’s 
socialist government, which 
on Tuesday locked up the 
whole country because of a 
single Covid case.

However, the best and 
most stunning address for 
the writer was a presentation 
by Professor Nicholas 
Golledge, a glaciologist 
with the Antarctic Research 
Centre at Victoria University.

With surgical precision he 
destroyed all of the bogus 

EVENTS

KIWIS ARE
FOREVER
OPTIMISTIC

More than 200 delegates gather in Masterton for NZ Institute of Forestry event

The Pride and the Passion in forestry:
Covid-delayed conference big success
DENNIS NEILSON

1/   Glaciologist Professor  
Nicholas Golledge… stunning  
presentation on CO2 levels.
2/   Beth Welden… super- 
enthusiastic Australian forestry 
educationalist.

1

2
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 AUSTRALASIA 

TCA has a clear view to the future

SEPTEMBER
1: Australian Forest Products 
Association Gala Dinner and 
Symposium – Parliament 
House, Canberra, ACT. For 
further information see:  
www.ausfpa.com.au 

10: Tasmanian Timber 
Awards – Launceston, TAS. 
Celebration of excellence and 
best practice within the state’s 
timber industry. Winners 
announced at a gala dinner at 
Albert Hall. Contacts: Phone 
0439 336 511. Email  naomi.
will@tffpn.com.au. Visit www.
tffpn.com.au 

15: Materials and Embodied 
Carbon Leaders Alliance 
event. – ONLINE EVENT. 
Working group chaira report 
on progress to achieve agreed 
objectives, outputs and the 
next steps. Speakers: Steve 
Mitchell, principal consultant, 

Thinkstep-ANZ, Caryn Streeter, 
architect with Kirk Studio 
in Brisbane, and Jeremy 
Mansfield OAM, sustainability 
manager (Queensland and 
NT) with Lendlease. Two-
part session 1 pm - 3.30 pm 
Registration at https://utsmeet.
zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZIkfuqtqD8qHtzfI3IwMq_
lIZDTS0sTC4_9 Contact 
Monica Richter, senior 
manager, Low Carbon Futures. 
For further details contact 
mecla@wwf.org.au

OCTOBER

11-14: IFA/AFG national
conference ‘Your Forests, 
Our Future’ – Country Club
Tasmania, Launceston,
TAS, Australia. Open to
forest scientists, forestry
professionals and forest
growers. Call for abstracts
and sponsorship opportunities

will be released in coming 
months. Contact Institute of 
Foresters of Australia. Visit  
www.forestry.org.au or phone 
(03) 9695 8940.

NOVEMBER

10-13: AUSTimber 2021
– Gormandale in eastern
Victoria between Yarram and
Traralgon. Nov. 10: Field trips.
Nov. 11: Field trips (site visits
by invitation). Welcome dinner.
Nov. 12: Show day
(9 am - 5 pm. Nov. 13: Show
day (9 am - 3 pm). Contact
Dionne Olsen on +61 429
202 929 or email
austimber2020@afca.asn.au

14-19: 2021 Gottstein
Trust Understanding Wood 
Science Course – Albury, 
NSW. November 14-15 based
in Albury with field trips to
northern Victoria. November 
16-19: Guest lectures and field

trip, then relocate by coach 
to Canberra for three days 
including a laboratory day 
and guest lectures at ANU, 
and a formal course dinner 
celebrating 50th Anniversary of 
the trust. Detailed information, 
registration and the draft 
program: https://gottsteintrust.
org/grants-courses/
understanding-wood-science-
course

16-17: Frame Australia Timber 
Offsite Construction –Crown
Promenade Melbourne, VIC.
New global ‘hybrid’ format
will retain avital face to face
element. Choose from a
selection of half-day and full-
day programs. Virtual delegates
can register for just one or
more conference sessions.

For further information 
and registration visit 
the website www.
timberoffsiteconstruction.com

www.austimber.org.au

10 -13 November

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
mailto:naomi.will@tffpn.com.au
mailto:naomi.will@tffpn.com.au
http://www.tffpn.com.au
http://www.tffpn.com.au
https://utsmeet.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkfuqtqD8qHtzfI3IwMq_lIZDTS0sTC4_9
mailto:mecla@wwf.org.au
http://www.forestry.org.au
mailto:austimber2020@afca.asn.au
https://gottsteintrust.org/grants-courses/understanding-wood-science-course
https://gottsteintrust.org/grants-courses/understanding-wood-science-course
https://gottsteintrust.org/grants-courses/understanding-wood-science-course
https://gottsteintrust.org/grants-courses/understanding-wood-science-course
http://www.timberoffsiteconstruction.com
http://www.timberoffsiteconstruction.com
http://www.austimber.org.au
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AUGUST
30-31: International Conference on
Forest Aesthetics and Site Preparation
– Australian Museum Sydney,
Australia. World Academy of Science,
Engineering and Technology. For further
information see:https://waset.org/
forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-
conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney

SEPTEMBER
22-24: Natural resources, green
technology and sustainable
development GREEN2020 – Zagreb,
Croatia. Now rescheduled from last year.
For further information see: https://www.
sumins.hr/green2020/

27-1: LIGNA.21 Making more out
of wood –  Hannover, Germany. For
further information see: https://www.
ligna.de/en/

OCTOBER
17-21: Prowood Ghent – Flanders
Expo, Maaltekouter 1, 9051 Ghent, East
Flanders, Flanders, Belgium. For further
information see: www.tradefairdates.

com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html 

22-24: International Conference on
Forest Biodiversity and Sustainability
(ICFBS)  – Dubrovnik, Croatia. World 
Academy of Science, Engineering and
Technology. For further information see:
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-
sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-
in-dubrovnik

26-29: Woodworking Minsk – Sports
Complex, Pobeditelel 20/2 Minsk,
Belarus. International exhibition of
woodworking and furniture production.
For further information see: www.
tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/
Minsk.html

JANUARY 2022
28-29: International Conference
on Forest Resources Accounting
and Economics – Australia World 
Academy of Science, Engineering and
Technology, Sydney, Australia. Forest
industry accounting, methodological and
issues and environmental accounting
for forestry. For further information
see; https://waset.org/forest-resources-

accounting-and-economics-conference-in-
january-2022-in-sydney

MAY 2022
23-24: International Forest Business
Conference – Sheraton Sopot Hotel,
Poland. A two-day conference on
megatrends that shape responsible
forest and wood industry investments
for climate action. The conference
aims to bring together leading forest
management organizations (TIMOs),
investors interested in forest assets and
carbon offsets (e.g., public and corporate
pension funds, wealth managers
and private banks, sovereign wealth
funds, foundations and endowments)
and sustainable wood industry
representatives in order to exchange
and share experiences and ideas about
challenges and opportunities for forest
sector as a natural climate solution. The
main theme of the conference is New
Forest Business Frontiers. Register
at www.fba-events.com or contact
karolina@forest-analytics.com

• Please send events to John Halkett:
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com

EVENTS LISTS MAY CHANGE DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING 
AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES FOR UPDATES.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 GLOBAL

was exposed to BAL-40 
conditions, and as the 40 
kW of radiant heat dropped, 
the inherent properties of 
FLAMEfixx caused the flame 
to extinguish. What remains is 
a slightly blackened surface, 
with the structural integrity of 
the timber still intact.

By reducing the spread of 
flame and smoke development 
it reduces smoke inhalation 
– a leading cause of bushfire
fatalities – is minimised.

“The reason BAL-40 is the 

‘holy grail’ as a combustible 
wood product is that to 
achieve this rating the testing 
needed to simulate an actual 
bushfire,” said Craig Davies of 
ITI, which is distributor of the 
product.

“Not only is the wood 
subjected to a heat flux of 
40 kW/m2, it also involves 
the placement of cribs that 
produce and replicate ember 
attack – the most potent and 
lethal feature of a bushfire 
environment,” Mr Davies said.

“Achieving the BAL-40 rating 
is a scientific breakthrough of 

global significance.”

Mr Davies said the rating 
was also particularly timely, 
given the increasing frequency 
of extreme weather events 
such as the ‘heat dome’ in 
western Canada and north-
western USA that saw 
temperatures climb well 
above 40°C and remain there 
for days, affecting millions of 
people and causing hundreds 
of fatalities in each country.

“The ability to offer H3-
treated pine timber rated to 
BAL-40 is a major milestone 
for the Australian timber 

industry,” Mr Davies said.

“This has come about 
through diligence, persistence 
and innovative thinking, all of 
which our company values 
highly.”

BAL-40 is already 
approved for FLAMEfixx 
dFx sub-flooring (joists and 
bearers) and FLAMEfixx 
dFx weatherboard (cladding) 
systems. Approval for decking 
systems is expected in 
August.

FLAMEfixx product inquiries 
to Dane Kearns email danek@
iti.net.au

From P 9
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CHINA’S trade ban and the 
pandemic are continuing to 
impact exports of Australia's 
rural commodities, including 
forest products, with one 
major port recording its lowest 
throughput volumes in more 
than a decade.

In the 2020–21 financial 
year, the Port of Portland 
recorded 5.1 million tonnes 
through the port, down 
300,000 tonnes on the 
previous year.

Specialising in the export 
of bulk commodity products, 
the deep-sea port services the 
thriving forestry, agriculture 
and mining industries in 
western Victoria and South 
Australia.

Port of Portland chief 
executive Greg Tremewen said 
volumes peaked at 7.6 million 
tonnes in 2017-18.

“It dropped to six million 
tonnes a year later, then 5.4 
million and 5.1 million last 
financial year,” Mr Tremewen 
said.

“We think the current 
volume levels will probably be 
maintained going forward.”

CFMEU manufacturing 
Greater Green Triangle district 
secretary Brad Coates said 
the decrease at the Port of 

Portland was driven by several 
challenges over the past few 
years.

“It started with a decrease 
in the amount of blue gum 
fibre that was exported prior 
to 2019,” he said.

“Because of the exchange 
rate China was able to access 
the same sort of fibre from 
places like South America.”

Mr Coates says China's 

decision to ban sawlogs last 
year has also had a “pretty 
massive” impact.

“I think for any industry, 
such as the timber industry, 
we do need a healthy export 
market, but I think the ban has 
probably forced a lot of players 
in the industry to rethink how 
they do business,” he said.

“There’s still some saw 
logs being exported to other 
countries such as South 
Korea and India. Hopefully 

they’ll re-establish a market 
in China, it just may not be as 
high volume as what we had 
previously.”

Australian Livestock 
Exporters Council CEO Mark 
Harvey-Sutton said demand 
had stabilised in key markets 
despite the challenges posed 
by the pandemic.

“A lot of that’s been driven 
by food security. A lot of the 
markets we sell to rely on 
livestock to sure up their food 
security,” he said.

“That’s driven that demand 
and that's what's allowed 
us to keep going relatively 
unaffected.”

Mr Harvey-Sutton said it 
was more likely that supply 
on-shore would be driving a 
slight reduction in exports.

“Supply has tightened up 
because a lot of producers are 
recovering from drought and 
they are restocking,” he said. 
“So there’s not a huge amount 
of livestock on the market.”

Mr Harvey-Sutton said China 
remained a good market for 
the livestock export industry.

“They import a huge 
number of dairy cattle and 
that’s so they can build up 
their capacity,” he said.

SHIPPING

WE NEED A 
HEALTHY EXPORT
MARKET

Professional Tools
Australia-wide delivery!

Huge range of tree
planting, pruning &

measuring equipment

Over 1800 products

www.forestrytools.com.au

Tel:  02 9417 7751
Fax: 02 9417 7426

PO Box 870
Willoughby NSW 2068

Cant & Peavey Hooks

Logrite Cant & Peavey hooks
42” & 60” models. Light but very strong

Made in USA 

Haglof Tree Calipers

Strong, lightweight Swedish
made aluminium tree calipers

6 sizes from 40cm-127cm

Clinometers & Height Meters

Suunto Tandem
Compass/Clino

Tough US made
logging tapes

Diameter & Logging Tapes

Steel & fibreglass
diameter tapes

Tree Planting Equipment

Bushpro spades, genuine Pottiputki tree 
planters, kidney trays, planting belts, 

planting bags, fertiliser bags
 & Hamilton tree planters

Pro-Pruner

NZ made lopper designed
 for lift pruning of pine & eucalypts

Nikon
Forestry Pro

Haglof
Vertex IV

Haglof
Laser Geo

China’s sawlog ban still impacting on ports

1/   Port of Portland… current 
volume levels wil probably be 
maintained going forward.
2    Brad Coates… players in the 
industry may have to rethink 
hows they do business.

1

2

http://www.forestrytools.com.au
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CONSIDERABLE 
production 
challenges will 
likely be faced by 
New Zealand’s 
native plant 
nursery industry 
following the 
Climate Change 
Commission’s call 
for the planting of 
300,000 ha of new 
native forests to 
help achieve the 
country’s long-
term emission 
reduction targets.

With that in mind, 
Timber&Forestry enews 
took the opportunity to talk 
to experienced nurseryman 
Mark Dean about the sector’s 
current issues and future 
prospects.

Dean and his wife 
established a native plant 
nursery in the late 70s 
(at Oropi, Bay of Plenty), 
which eventually became 
one of the country’s largest 
nursery operations. Dean 
has held several industry 
directorships, led a team 
that established a framework 
for horticultural training, and 
emphasised the importance 
of native plants and trees via 
a number of public speaking 
engagements.

Even before taking into 
account the Climate Change 
Commission’s ambitious 
action plan, Dean says the 
One Billion Trees planting 

program is already putting 
pressure on the industry to 
produce native plants for 
carbon credits, in volumes 
never previously realised. 
And that’s on top of demand 
for suitable riparian planting 
species, and manuka for the 
booming honey/oils industry.

He notes there are many 
small nurseries employing 
fewer than five people, 
and only a handful of large 
plant producers. In recent 
years, several of the major 
producers have closed, while 
others have retrenched.

“By way of contrast, 
the radiata pine industry 
has the incentive of high 
income at the end of its 
production cycle,” Dean 
said. “It is controlled by 
large companies, has strong 

overseas demand, and is a 
‘well-oiled machine’.

“Meantime, the native 
plant sector is still in its 
infancy. In the early 1980s, 
when I set up Naturally 
Native, I battled against 
prejudices – ‘natives are too 
slow growing’; ‘they can’t be 
transplanted’; ‘we’ve spent 
40 years chopping them off 
our farms, so why would we 
want to plant any?’ 

“We’ve come a long way 

since then,” says Dean, “but 
we still have much further to 
go before native forestry is 
taken seriously. We need to 
send our young foresters to 
Europe, especially Germany, 
where continuous cover 
forestry has been practised 
for generations – and where 
they produce a variety of 
highly valuable timbers 
from forests that are never 
clearfelled. For example, 
cherry in 30-year rotations, 
beech in 60, and oak in 120 – 
all in the same forest. That’s 
what we need to be doing 
with our native timbers.”

Dean says production 
costs/plant prices, a lack 
of mechanisation and the 
requirements of eco-sourcing 
are significant issues.

“Our native plant nursery 
industry is geared to 
container production, which 
has a much higher cost 
structure than producing 
radiata pine seedlings,” he 
said.

“Efforts to reduce 
production costs have 
centred on mechanisation, 
although the uptake has been 
slow – mainly because few 
nurseries are of sufficient size 
to make it viable.

“Some are increasingly 
using potting machines, 
but these are very basic 
compared with modern 
robotic transplanters used 
in large overseas nurseries. 
Others are moving into 
automatic seeding machines, 
which are currently used 
in the bedding plant and 
vegetable seedling areas – 
but this has yet to extend to 

NEW ZEALAND FORESTRY

NZ’s plant nursery industry under
pressure to meet growing demand
Efforts to cut production costs centred on mechanisation, but uptake is slow

With MICHAEL SMITH

ACROSS THE DITCH

1/   Seeding machine, which  
automatically places seed into each 
cell on a cell tray, has limited use 
with native species.
2/   Mark Dean… production costs, 
a lack of mechanisation, and 
eco-sourcing requirements are 
significant issues.

1

2

THE NATIVE
PLANT SECTOR
IS STILL IN ITS
INFANCY

Cont P 11
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reafforestation species.”

Further, Dean explains how 
eco-sourcing requirements 
limit the industry’s ability 
to scale up production and 
become cost efficient.

Eco-sourcing involves the 
propagation of native plants 
using seeds, and to a lesser 
extent cuttings, sourced from 
the district in which they are 
to be planted. The idea is to 
maintain the genetic diversity 

of the local population.

“Because we have many 
ecological districts in New 

Zealand, this presents 
significant logistical problems 
for the nursery grower.

“A solution 
would be for an 
industry-wide 
agreement to 
broaden the eco-
sourcing concept 
to regions or even 
combined regions 
– for example, 
the whole of the 
northern part of 
the North Island.”
• Next week we 
look further at 
the industry’s 
prospects, 
including a nation-
wide survey of 
tree seedling 
production 
capacity 

undertaken by New Zealand 
Plant Producers Incorporated.

NEW ZEALAND FORESTRY

H3 H4 H5 H6

Tanalised®, symbolising sustainable outdoor wood products.
Proven protection solutions, enhancing the performance
of natural timber and wood products for over 70 years.

     tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com  www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/

 Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©  Lonza 2020

Its all about... 
sustainability.

✓ Logs, posts and pole products 
✓ Solid wood and timber products
✓ Engineered wood products

Large commercial nursery (Central North Island)… potted/container stock  
comprising kohuhu, tarata, totara and ti kouka.  Photo: Michael Bergin

WE NEED TO
SEND OUR
YOUNG
FORESTERS
TO EUROPE

From P 10

climate deniers’ theories and 
fake news data and graphs 
with just three slides.

These showed the CO2 
levels in air bubbles in deep-
drilled Antarctic ice cores, 
showing CO2 levels in the 
last 1000, 100,000 and one 

million years.

All show fluctuating but 
modest CO2 levels, until an 

explosion in concentration in 
the last 50 years.

His talk should be 

compulsory for all Australian 
forestry and climate change 
conferences.

On Tuesday a brilliant 
‘town’ field trip included a 
visit to the uber-impressive 
Japanese-owned JNL 
wood processing plant in 
Masterton, which makes ‘J 
Frame’ LVL house framing 
and special high-value vertical 
grain Japanese house flooring 
boards.
• Dennis Neilson is an 
international forestry 
consultant, prolific publisher 
and a co-publisher of 
Timber&Forestry enews.

From P 6

THIS WILL
REQUIRE THAT 
THE FRUITCAKE
PROMOTERS
PREVAIL

Wairarapa MP Kieran McAnulty. New Zealand Minister of Forests 
Stuart Nash.

mailto:tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com
http://www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/
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LAUNCESTON EVENT

Your Forests: Our Future … IFA-AFG
national conference goes hybrid in Tas.
Four-day packed program designed to increase accessibility for all delegates
FOREST scientists, 
professionals 
and growers in 
lockdown need 
not fear about 
missing the IFA-
AFG National 
Conference – Your 
Forests: Our Future 
– in Launceston in 
October.

The Institute 
of Foresters of 
Australia and 
Australian Forest 
Growers has 
announced its 
conference will 
be delivered both face-to-
face and online in a hybrid 
model designed to increase 
accessibility for all interested 
attendees.

President Bob Gordon said 
with such an exceptional 
conference program it 
was important no forest 
professional missed the 
opportunity to participate in 
this year’s event.

“Just two months out 
from kicking off, the national 
conference already has more 
than 260 registrations which 
has greatly surpassed our 
expectations and is a huge 
vote of confidence in the 
program,” Mr Gordon said.

“With such strong interest, 
it’s important no-one misses 
out on the opportunity to hear 
from some of the leading 
minds in our field, as well 
as to share knowledge with 
peers and colleagues about 
how we can work together 
to make sure forests can 
continue to benefit Australia.

“While we still hope as 
many people as possible 

can join us in Launceston 
in person, we’re glad to be 
able to provide a participation 
option for those who are 
unable or unwilling to travel.

“We also hope the online 
accessibility provides 
something for those in 
lockdown to look forward to.”

If you haven’t registered 
yet it’s not too late – just visit 
www.forestryconference.com.
au,”

Conference convenor Jim 
Wilson said the IFA-AFG was 
delighted to be able to offer 
participants an exceptional 
conference program featuring 

155 speakers from a diverse 
range of topic fields.

“IFA-AFG received more 
than 130 abstracts and 
expressions of interest 
from field foresters, 
researchers, students, 
farmers, communication 
and technology experts,” Mr 
Wilson said.

“The calibre of abstracts 
was exceptional, which has 
translated into a high quality, 
exciting and stimulating 
conference program which is 
not to be missed.”

IFA-AFG CEO Jacquie Martin 
said the organising committee 

was committed 
to ensuring the 
conference would 
provide value for all 
delegates.

“We are 
committed to 
providing an 
exceptional 
conference 
experience for 
all delegates 
and speakers 
whether they are 
participating in 
person or online,” 
Ms Martin said.

“To achieve this, 
the organising committee has 
invested in quality software, 
upgraded internet speed and 
technical support to ensure a 
quality experience.

“Every session will be 
recorded, which will allow 
both in person and virtual 
delegates to catch up on all 
conference content at a later 
date, providing delegates 
access to over 55 hours of 
content at a time convenient 
to them.

“By moving into the online 
space, the hybrid model 
will provide speakers and 
sponsors with an opportunity 
to reach larger audiences 
throughout Australia and 
globally.”

The conference from 
October 11 to 14 will be at 
the Country Club Tasmania in 
Launceston.

To register, visit the 
conference website: www.
forestryconference.com.au/

To view the conference 
program visit: www.
forestryconference.com.au/
program/

Bob Gordon… exceptional  
conference program 

Jacquie Martin… delegates have 
access to more than 55 hours of 
content.

http://www.forestryconference.com.au
http://www.forestryconference.com.au/
http://www.forestryconference.com.au/
http://www.forestryconference.com.au/program/
http://www.forestryconference.com.au/program/
http://www.forestryconference.com.au/program/


TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 671   |   August 19 2021 13

WILDFIRE MITIGATION

10 - 13 November

The largest timber industry show

in the Southern Hemisphere

www.austimber.org.au

Book your
exhibitor
site now 10,000 +

attendees

http://www.austimber.org.au
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SILVER birch (Betula pendula) 
is native to Europe and parts 
of Asia and can be found 
in several more temperate 
regions of Australia.

Its range extends into 
Siberia, China, and southwest 
Asia in the mountains of 
northern Turkey, the Caucasus, 
and northern Iran. It has been 
introduced into North America, 
where it is known as the 
European white birch. In 1988 
the Finish people voted silver 
birch as their national tree.

Silver birch is a medium-
sized deciduous tree that 
owes its common name to 
the white peeling bark on the 
trunk. The twigs are slender 
and often pendulous and the 
leaves are roughly triangular 
with doubly serrated margins 
and turn yellow in autumn 
before they fall.

The tree’s timber is used 
for products such as joinery 
timber, firewood, tanning, 
racecourse jumps and brooms. 
Parts of the tree are used in 
traditional medicines, and 
the bark contains triterpenes, 
which have been shown to 
have medicinal properties.

The implausible paleness 
of silver birch trunks is an 
adaptation helping trees 
that lack the shade of dense 
foliage to keep trunks cool in 
the day and night sunshine of 
the northern summer, or in the 

glare of snow.

The bark of young birches is 
baby-bum smooth. However, 
as the tree matures thick and 
dark corky patches appear 
near the ground in order 
to protect the trees from 
fire. The thickened bark can 
be boiled to extract a tarry 
resin that inspired the Latin 
name Betula, from the same 

linguistic stock as bitumen.

By day, the distinctive 
monochrome pattern of 
snow-clad birch forests is 
dazzling and disorientating, 
but during long boreal nights 
the moonlit ghostly forms take 
on an eerie power. Birches 
are bound in the folk tales of 
northern peoples and many 
superstitions and rituals 
surround the tree.

Birch sap is taken as an early 
spring tonic. Tapping is done 
by drilling or stabbing a small 
hole in the southern side of 
the tree and inserting a tube. 
The resulting fluid looks and 
tastes like sweetened water. It 
does contain some important 
vitamins and minerals, 
although not really enough to 
warrant its mythical reputation 
for health-giving properties.

Silver birch trees have been 
revered for centuries for their 
ability to renew and purify 
– and to subvert spells and 
sorcery. Some Finns still place 
birch saplings in doorways as 
symbolic protection.

The life partner of birth trees 
is Amanita muscaria, the fly 
agaric – a mushroom – whose 
fruiting bodies are scarlet with 
white sprinkles, the archetypal 
mushrooms of every fairy tale.

Fly agarics contain a cocktail 
of mind-bending hallucinogens 
around which all manner 
of shamanistic rituals have 
evolved, particularly among 
Siberian tribes and the Saami 
people of northern Finland and 
Sweden.

However, the fly agaric's 
psychoactive ingredients are 
not completely broken down 
in the body, but excreted. This 
offers the enticing possibility 
– and a spot of social bonding 
– by drinking the pre-drugged 
urine of others.

THE WORLD OF TREES

With JOHN HALKETT

Sponsored by 
Forestry Corporation of NSW 

TALKING TREES

The largest manager of commercial 
plantations and native forests in NSW
Visit us at forestrycorporation.com.au

1

2

1/   Silver birch forest … the  
paleness of silver birch trunks is 
an adaptation helping trees that 
lack the shade of dense foliage to 
keep trunks cool.
2/   The fly agaric, whose fruiting 
bodies are scarlet with white 
sprinkles – the archetypal mush-
rooms of every fairy tale.

Silver birch the ‘healthy’ sweet tree
with mythical powers of purification
Ghostly moonlit stems take on an eerie form during long boreal nights

Vickie pulls rug from under $40m port plan

http://www.forestrycorporation.com.au
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INDUSTRY is invited to 
an on-line Materials and 
Embodied Carbon  
Leaders Alliance event on 
September 15.

MECLA chair Hudson 
Worsley will host the 
two-part program and will 
introduce speakers Steve 
Mitchell, principal consultant, 
Thinkstep-ANZ, Caryn 
Streeter, architect with Kirk 
Studio in Brisbane, and 
Jeremy Mansfield OAM, 
sustainability manager 
(Queensland and NT) with 
Lendlease.

The first session from  
1 pm-1.50 pm will hear from 
MECLA working group chairs 
on progress made to achieve 
agreed objectives, outputs 
and the next steps.

The second session from 
2 pm-3.30 pm will focus 
on the carbon footprint of 

Australian softwood timber 
products, including CLT and 
GLT (Steve Mitchell); case 
studies in designing with CLT 
and GLT (Caryn Streeter); 
and maximising the benefits 
for commercial construction 
adoption of mass engineered 
timber demonstrating 
benefits from low-embodied 
carbon savings – safety, 
wellbeing, investor value 
(Jeremy Mansfield).

Mr Mitchell will also 
present on environmental 
product declarations 

(EPDs) for Australian timber 
products’ carbon footprint 
of forestry and production 
of timber products – fossil 
emissions and biogenic 
carbon; interpreting data for 
a specific product from an 
industry-wide EPD; impacts 
of other inputs such as 
resins, preservatives and 
transport; timber sourcing 
(plantations); Responsible 
Wood/PEFC and FSC 
certification; and end-of-life 
options for timber and carbon 
implications (reuse, recycling, 

energy recovery, 
landfill).

Embodied 
carbon is the 
total greenhouse 
emissions 
generated during 
the manufacture 
of the materials 
and products used 
in the construction 

and refurbishment of new 
and existing buildings and 
infrastructure. There is an 
urgency around embodied 
carbon to reduce the 
greenhouse footprint of 
these materials and forest 
products play a key role.

Contact Monica Richter, 
senior manager, Low Carbon 
Futures, for further details 
mecla@wwf.org.au

(See Page 7 for registration 
link).

SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVES

NSW NSW NSW QLD VIC SA
157 Briens Road

Northmead, 2152

t. 1800 577 551 

17-23 Longfeld Street

Lansvale, 2166

t. 1800 577 551 

4B/400 Moorebank Ave

Moorebank, 2170

t. 1800 577 551

Unit 3 / 153 Rossmanns Rd

Stapylton, 4207

t. (07) 3667 8217

372 Lower Dandenong Rd

Braeside, 3195

t. (03) 9034 3994

48 Lipson Street

Port Adelaide, 5015

t. (03) 9034 3994

At ATS Building Products, we understand  
that everything has to line up.  Great projects 
– no matter the size – require a mix of quality, 
timeliness, & competitive pricing. 

You can count on our team to make sure your 
projects run efficiently and deliver value from start 
to finish.  We are driven to help you do your best 
work.

Right products. Right time. Right price. 

Visit us in person or online at www.ATSBP.com to learn more about how we can help you build better.

BUILD BETTER 
WITH ATS

MECLA focuses on timber’s carbon footprint

Hudson Worsley Steve Mitchell Caryn Streeter Jeremy Mansfield 

mailto:mecla@wwf.org.au
http://www.ATSBP.com
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FOREST CERTIFICATION

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING
IS HERE!
Advertise jobs, buy/sell your products  
and services ONLINE, with the new 
timber and forestry website.
With just a few clicks, your  
business will be seen on the  
industry’s #1 WEBSITE.  

Visit timberandforestryenews.com/ 
advertising to find out more or email  
advertising@timberandforestryenews.com

• Jobs board
•  New/used  
equipment and  
machinery for sale

•  Other products/ 
services

Chain-of-custody certified companies to benefit
from a revision of Australian standard AS 4707
MORE than 300 chain-of-
custody certified companies 
will benefit from a review of 
the Australian standard AS 
4707:2014 expected to be 
published later this year.

“The standard, in addition 
to delivering Responsible 
Wood-certified products 
to the market, has a 
tremendous impact on 
management processes 
along the timber value chain,” 
CEO Simon Dorries said.

“The standard provides 
a credible system to trace 
and verify the origins of 
sustainably-grown and 
certified forest products 
through all phases of 
ownership, transportation, 
and manufacturing to the end 
consumer,” he said.

The AS 4707 standard 
reference committee and 
working group has also 
worked to align the new 
standard with the PEFC 
chain-of-custody standard 
released in 2020.

The committee 
comprises representatives 
of the Association of 
Accredited Certification 
Bodies, Australian Forest 
Products Association, 
Australian Institute 
of Packaging, Omega 
Consulting, Timber 
Development Association, 
Tasmanian Forest Products 
Association, the University 
of Melbourne, the Victorian 
Forest Products Association, 
and the Women in Forestry 
Network.

The committee is chaired 
by Peter Zed of Omega 
Consulting who holds an 
honours degree in forestry 
from ANU and has worked in 
the timber industry for more 
than 40 years.

The revised standard will 
adopt changes in the PEFC 

International 
chain-of-custody 
rules for PEFC 
ST 2002:2020 
and trademark-
requirements 
and PEFC ST 
2001:2020 
trademark rules.

PEFC is the 
world’s largest 
forest certification 
authority with 
more than 20,000 
companies 

certified under its chain-of-
custody standard.

Responsible Wood is the 
national governing body for 
PEFC in Australia with the 
Australian standard endorsed 
by and mutually recognised 
by PEFC International.

Peter Zed and Simon Dorries… review of AS 
4707:2014 will have a tremendous impact on man-
agement processes for chain-of-custody certified 
companies.

mailto:advertising@timberandforestryenews.com
https://www.timberandforestryenews.com/advertising/
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INCREASED demand for 
softwood lumber in the US 
and Asia will change the 
global trade flows of wood 
in the coming decade, 
says a report from Wood 
Resources International.

Softwoods have been 
in high demand in the US 
and Europe throughout 
2021, the limited supply 
resulting in temporary price 
surges to record high levels 
during the northern spring, 
followed by substantial 
declines in early summer.

But lumber demand 
worldwide will continues 
strongly in most world 
regions, including North 
America and Asia. Both these 
regions are consistently 
dependent on imported wood.

Few countries in the world 
can significantly expand 
lumber exports, says WRI, 
and Europe will play an 
increasingly important role 
as a wood supplier in the 
future. The US is the largest 

lumber market in the world, 
very dependent on imports 
which have consistently 
accounted for about 30% 
of consumption over the 
past 10 years. Continued 
demand growth long-term in 
the US will be driven mainly 
by new house construction 

and solid consumption of 
wood products in the repair 
and remodelling sector. US 
imports from Canada have 
fallen over the last five years, 
and European lumber has 
mainly filled the gap.

Supply from Canada will 
be further restricted in 
the coming years due to 
the lasting effects of the 
mountain pine beetle in 
British Columbia. The US will 
therefore become increasingly 
reliant on European imports 

as demand grows and 
Canadian imports level off.

Asia is a rapidly-growing 
market for softwood 
lumber, with China in 
particular driving growth. 
Countries in the rest of Asia 
– India, Vietnam, Australia, 
and southeast Asia – are 
likely to grow from low 
levels, while importation 
of lumber to Japan trends 
downward.

WRI expects Chinese 
lumber demand to continue 

growing at more than 5% 
a year to 2025. All market 
segments have strong 
underlying demand trends, 
and the Chinese economy is 
projected to rebound quickly 
from the Covid-19 slow-down 
in late 2021 and 2022.

Sawmills in Europe will play 
an increasingly important role 
in the global export market. 
Factors such as sawlog supply 
and cost will determine which 
European countries can seize 
this opportunity.

SUPPLY AND DEMAND

GREATER
RELIANCE ON
EUROPEAN
IMPORTS

Global trade flow of wood is changing
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Europe will play an increasingly important role in the global export market.

Mass timber experts unite on CLT-steel hybrid study in USA
THE Mass Timber 
Construction Journal founder 
and editor-in-chief and global 
mass timber industry expert 
Paul Kremer has been 
appointed to the steering 
committee for an innovative 
project with the Council on 

Tall Buildings and Urban 
Habitat based in Chicago.

The project will see the 
development of a research 
program examining the 
benefits of using mass 
timber in concert with 
structural steel for a hybrid 

solution for high-rise 
buildings.

Mr Kremer is joined on 
the steering committee by 
several industry stalwarts 
from the global mass timber 
sector in the UK, Canada, US 
and Europe who collectively 

will guide the research 
project.

The project will examine 
the design, life-cycle, 
environmental, and market 
benefits of using a hybrid 
steel-timber composite 
solution in construction.
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