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AS the pandemic crushed 
the US economy last 
spring, sawmills shut down 
lumber production to brace 
for a housing slump. The 
slump never arrived and 
now there isn’t enough 
lumber to feed the red-hot 
housing market.

Read world shortage of 
timber growing shorter!

The delay in the 
construction of badly 
needed new homes has 
complicated renovations of 
existing ones and caused 
unexpected shock for 
buyers in what was already 
a scorching market.

Surging lumber prices 
alone have pushed the price 
of an average new single-
family home $US35,872 
higher, according to America’s 
National Association of Home 
Builders.

The shortage – and price 
boom –  is so extreme that 
builders report having lumber 
and other raw materials stolen 
from their construction sites.

House starts in the US 

surged 19.4% to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 1.739 
million units in March, the 
highest level since June 2006. 
Starts soared 37% on a year-
on-year basis.

Soaring softwood lumber 
prices amid supply constraints 
could limit builders’ capacity 
to boost production and ease 
a shortage of homes that is 
threatening to slow housing 
market momentum.

Canadian housing starts 

have jumped to the highest 
level in more than four 
decades as developers seek 
to take advantage of a hot real 
estate market.

Builders started work on an 
annualised 335,200 units last 
month, a jump of 22% from 

February’s already elevated 
levels, according to Canada 
Mortgage and Housing 
Corp. That beats economist 
predictions for a 255,000 
increase and was the 
highest monthly total since 
at least 1977.

The gain was led by 
construction of multi-family 
dwellings.

Though homebuilders 
have stepped up new 
home construction, they 
are grappling with the 
combination of record-
high lumber prices and 
shortages of land and 
workers.

The construction industry 
in North America is reeling 
from solid wood construction 
framing building material 
prices that continue to soar. 
It is a frustrating situation for 
sawmills as supply remains 
well below extremely hot, 
indeed unabated, demand.

If anything, it looks like the 
home building and renovating 
season this year will be 

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®

WORLD WOOD FOCUS

HOUSING STARTS 
AT HIGHEST LEVEL
SINCE 2006

Raising the flag … and house prices.

Precious timber stolen from building
sites as price boom hits housing in US
Soaring softwood lumber prices empty supply chain in North America

Cont P 20
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RUSSIA’S proposed log 
export ban in 2022 will 
have a far-reaching impact 
on global forest product 
markets.

Russia exported 15 
million cub m of logs 
in 2020, accounting for 
almost 12% of globally 
traded roundwood. Much 
of this trade may come to 
a halt in 2022 when a new 
law proposed by Russia’s 
president will ban the 
export of softwood logs 
and high-value hardwood 
logs in January next year.

Russia is exporting 
around 5 million cub m 
per year to China – close 
to what Australia was 
exporting to China before 
the now protracted political 
spate that banned imports 
of Australian logs from late 
2020.

Dennis Neilson of Rotorua-
based DANA Ltd and a 
director of Timber&Forestry 
enews, was recently 
interviewed by Alexei 
Bogatyrev, CEO of major 
Russian forest industry media 
company Lesprom.

Bogatyrev had heard that 
New Zealand could more 
than make up for this loss of 
log shipments to China, and 
he asked Neilson if this was 
the case. Neilson answered 
with a one-word reply. 

Neilson, in turn, asked if 
Russia would indeed ban 
exports next year. Bogatyrev 
replied: “Dennis, whenever 
have you heard about 
anything that President Putin 
has decreed which did not 
happen?”

Russia is now a major 

global force in wood 
processing, especially in 
sawmilling and is by far the 
largest exporter of timber 
to China, as well as an 
important exporter to Europe, 
Asia and the Middle East.

All large Russia wood 
processing companies are 
owned by Russian oligarchs 
worth billions of rubles 
who have the capital and 
political connections to gain 
large forest concessions at 
very low stumpage process 
charges. They also receive 
subsidies to build the largest 
most high-tech modern 
mills with the best western 
European machinery and 
equipment, and then to 

export their products.

Some of these companies 
continue to expand, such as 
ULK in northwest Russia with 
a 2 million cub m log-in and a 
1 million cub m sawn timber 
output a year sawmill.

The reduction of 15 million 
cub m log trade could 
see yet more large new 
internationally competitive 
sawmills built in Russia over 
the next five years.

Whatever is happening – a 
combination of the Australian 
log export ban to China 
and the pending Russian 
log export ban in 2022 –  is 
proving to be an absolute 

OPINION

(02) 6285 3833

enquiries@ausfpa.com.au 

www.ausfpa.com.au

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industriesRUSSIA NOW
MAJOR FORCE
IN WOOD
PROCESSING

Russian bear is stirring … but which
way will he dance on timber trading?
Log export ban could be a real godsend for New Zealand’s forest sector
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INDUSTRY leaders have 
joined in a vigorous response 
against “misleading, incorrect 
and potentially deceptive 
information” presented by 
NRMA Insurance on timber 
production and koala habitats.

The NRMA’s ‘Every 
Home is Worth Protecting’ 
campaign has been broadcast 
nationally on TV and in 
cinema advertising and often 
depicts a small boy and girl, 
Sammy and Ruby, who save 
koalas by removing markers 
on trees selectively chosen 
by foresters for sustainable 
harvest.

Chief marketing officer 

for IAG, the name behind 
NRMA, says the koala 
work by advertising agency 
The Monkeys “has been 

incredibly effective for our 
brand and business”.

Representatives of 
Australia’s timber and forestry 
sector have responded to 
IAG managing director Nick 
Hawkins, calling out the 
company’s ignorance on 
science and sustainable 
timber production.

The response is signed 
by Ross Hampton CEO, 
Australian Forest Products 
Association, Deb Kerr CEO, 
Victorian Forest Products 
Association, Nick Steel CEO, 
Tasmanian Forest Products 
Association,  Nathan Paine 
CEO, South Australian 
Forest Products Association, 
Mick Stephens CEO, 
Timber Queensland, Maree 
McCaskill general manager, 
Timber NSW, and Justin Law, 
managing director, Forest and 
Wood Communities Australia.

The peak industry bodies 

say they are baffled that 
NRMA Insurance has 
chosen to misrepresent 
these industries, particularly 
given timber is the product 
communities rely on when 
building and rebuilding the 
homes that NRMA Insurance 
protects and is in fact one 
of the most environmentally 
sustainable building products.

This from Barbara 
Humphries, creative director 
of the advertising agency 
The Monkeys that produced 
the commercial: “Nothing 
matters more than the feeling 
of security you get from 
your home. In our latest 
campaign we continued 
the story of Sammy as 
he tries to help safeguard 
koala homes that are under 
threat. The campaign is 
designed to demonstrate our 
understanding that there is 
more to a home than it being 
just the bricks and mortar we 
live within”.

Mischievous monkey 
indeed. And misinformed.

The response from  

INDUSTRY ISSUES

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483 

tabmatraining.edu.au

TA B M A  T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions

Flexible training delivery

Highly skilled trainers

NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450 
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE 

INDUSTRY
BAFFLED BY
CLAIM BY
INSURERS

Evidence shows that timber harvesting has no impact on koala prevalence

Mischievous advertising campaign hits
at koala science and sustainable forests
JIM BOWDEN

The boy who saved a koala has returned in a new adventure for NRMA… “protecting more of the vulnerable 
species by removing markers tied to trees set to be harvested”.

Cont P 5
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industry continues:

“Scientific evidence shows 
that the biggest causes of 
koala population decline in 
Australia are loss of habitat 
from urban expansion, 
bushfires, car strikes, wild 
dogs, and disease.

“Meanwhile, the science 
shows that timber harvesting 
has no impact on koala 
prevalence.

“NRMA’s portrayal of the 
forest and wood products 
industries as removing or 
contributing to the decline of 
koala habitat is inaccurate and 
not supported by scientific 
evidence.

“The campaign misleads 
the community about what 
is a responsible and strictly 
regulated industry. Many of 
our members have contacted 
us to express their confusion, 
dismay and disappointment 
with the campaign and have 
indicated a strong desire to 
change insurers because of it.

“The forest and wood 
products industries support 
directly and indirectly 
180,000 jobs across Australia, 
generate services and 
sales income of $24 billion, 
contribute 0.5% of Australia’s 
GDP, and produce essential 
renewable products that 
communities throughout 
Australia and indeed across 

the world, rely on.”

The industry response says 
specific measures for the 
protection of koalas and their 
habitat in forests that are 
harvested and regrown for 
timber have been developed 
by scientific experts and 
are enshrined in legally 
enforceable regulations.

“In addition, timber and 
forest management is 
independently certified to 
the Australian standard 

for Sustainable Forest 
Management, Responsible 
Wood, which is recognised 
by the leading global alliance 
on national forest certification 
schemes the Program for 
the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification.

“Despite this, NRMA 
has published material that 
incorrectly attributes the 
decline of koala populations 
to harvesting as well as 
material that implies the 
industry does not protect 

koalas or their habitat.

“These are assertions that 
are not supported by science 
and mislead the community.”

As background, Australia 
has a world-class reserve 
network that has set aside 
more than 22 million ha of 
native forest in conservation 
reserves.

Australia has 132 million 
ha of native forests, of 
which just 7% is available for 
renewable timber harvesting, 
which is vastly different from 
land clearing or deforestation.

The forest industry bodies 
seek a commitment by 
NRMA to:

• Remove or correct the 
inaccurate and potentially 
deceptive information 
regarding the impact of 
forestry on koalas and their 
habitat wherever it appears in 
the campaign materials

• Revise materials that 
imply or insinuate a link 
between responsible timber 
production and koala habitat 
decline

• Review the campaign 
materials to ensure they 
reflect the genuine threats to 
koala populations.

The forest industry 
hopes to open a dialogue 
with NRMA to identify the 
campaign materials that are 
incorrect, misleading and in 
need of revision.

You can be assured that wood carrying the  
Responsible Wood mark has come from certified 
Australian forests that are sustainably managed  

to the highest global standards.

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

Wildlife Retreat at Taronga, NSW

WOOD RESEARCH

MESSAGE
CONFUSES THE
COMMUNITY

From P 4

1/   Koala stand-in... placed in a tree 
never to be harvested.
2/   Barbara Harris… the brains 
behind the offending NRMA  
commercial. 

1

2

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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AS we await 
the release of 
submissions 
concerning the 
Climate Change 
Commission’s 
draft advice on 
meeting New 
Zealand’s climate 
change obligations, 
Timber & Forestry 
enews talked 
to independent 
forestry consultant 
Jeff Tombleson 
who is under no 
illusion about the 
task at hand.

A basic premise 
of the draft advice 
is that exotic 

plantation forests are expected 
to play an important role in 
achieving New Zealand’s 
climate change commitments 
by 2050 – but they should 
only be considered a short-
term solution. Instead the 
commission favours an 
increasing emphasis on 
planting permanent native 
forests, “which absorb carbon 
more slowly, but will continue 
to do so for centuries until 
they reach maturity”.

Commission chairman 
Rod Carr adds that if we 
don’t adopt new business 
technologies and practices to 
lower gross emissions – and 
instead go for bigger offsets 
– by 2050 we will run out of 
useful and accessible land to 
keep planting to reduce net 
emissions.

Mr Tombleson agrees that 
native forests are an effective 
solution in the very long term, 
but takes issue with the 
method of achieving that goal.

“It is concerning 
that the debate 
about what 
tree species 
farmers should 
be encouraged 
to plant is 
being driven 
by academics 
disconnected from 
the farming and 
forestry industries 
– and dominated 
by ideology rather 
than science,” he 
says.

“The suggestion 
that planting 
native forests at 
unaffordable costs 
could provide a 
meaningful store 
of carbon to meet 

our commitment to net carbon 
zero 2050 is a fantasy.”

Early last year Mr Tombleson 
submitted a proposal to the 

commission based on the 
establishment of nurse crops 
of radiata pine for natural 
transition to native forests.

“The proposal was aimed 
exclusively at farmers 
who could be financially 
incentivised to fence off just 
the very poorest areas of 
land [e.g., steep hillsides and 
gully systems] for the planting 
of radiata pine to rapidly 
sequester carbon dioxide,” Mr 
Tombleson said.

NEW ZEALAND FORESTS

Cont P 10

DEBATE DRIVEN 
BY IDEOLOGY 
RATHER
THAN SCIENCE

Phone 503-295-6590  •  800-764-8456 U.S.   
smithcomfg.com   sales@smithcomfg.com

NO ONE KNOWS

air fl
LIKE SMITHCO

W
We’ve been a leading force in air flow design for 
almost 3 decades, with 4-, 6-, 8-, and 12-bladed 
propellers, designed and manufactured exclusively 
for the lumber industry. Now, they are even more 
capable with higher- temperature capacity for certain 
applications. We combine this technology with 
unsurpassed customer service, design consultation 
and technical expertise, so whatever your air flow 
need, you can trust SmithCo to deliver.

Nurse crops of radiata pine: effective
stepping stone to a carbon zero future
MICHAEL SMITH

Century-old radiata pines carrying more than 2000 tonnes of carbon per hectare… a thriving 
native understorey.

mailto:sales@smithcomfg.com
http://www.smithcomfg.com
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Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 AUSTRALASIA 

TCA has a clear view to the future

MAY
20: Close of 2021 Gottstein 
fellowships, industry awards 
and scholarships – ONLINE.  
Entries currently open. Contact 
gottsteinsecretary@gmail.
com or Helen Murray on +61 
419 991 424. Details visit: 
gottsteintrust.org/fellowships/

26: Timber Queensland 
Detailing for Durability 
– ONLINE. Free technical 
webinar with CPD point 
opportunity. 11 am-12.20 
pm. From hazard classes 
to treatment systems and 
maintenance regimes, the 
webinars a guide to the latest 
research and information for 
ensuring extended service life. 
A ‘must-attend’ for building 
professionals from engineers 
and architects, through to 
builders and end-users with 
future timber durability in mind. 
Registration link at www.
timberqueensland.com.au

JUNE
16–18: TABMA National 
Conference – Oaks Cypress 
Lakes Resort, Hunter Valley, 
NSW. Celebrating our 80th 
year, the conference will aim to 
“honour our past, treasure the 
present and shape the future“ 
of our industry. Our daytime 
sessions will concentrate on 
“shaping the future”, with 
keynote speaker Claire Madden 
talking Generation Z. Gala 
dinner “honouring our past 
and treasuring the present”. 
Includes the 2020 Andrew 
Bone TABMA Member of The 
Year, TABMA Industry Legends 
and Trainee and Apprentice 
Member of The Year awards. 
For more information or to 
book visit https:// tabma.com.
au/2021-national[1]conference/ 
or contact Alicia Oelkers at 
alicia@tabma.com.au

SEPTEMBER
1: Australian Forest Products 

Association Gala Dinner and 
Symposium – Parliament 
House, Canberra, ACT. For 
further information see:  
www.ausfpa.com.au 

OCTOBER
11-14: IFA/AFG national 
conference ‘Your Forests, 
Our Future’ – Country Club 
Tasmania, Launceston, 
TAS, Australia. Open to 
forest scientists, forestry 
professionals and forest 
growers. Call for abstracts and 
sponsorship opportunities will 
be released in coming months. 
Contact Institute of Foresters 
of Australia. Visit www.forestry.
org.au or phone (03) 9695 
8940.

NOVEMBER
10-13: AUSTimber 2021 
– Gormandale in eastern 
Victoria between Yarram 
and Traralgon. Nov. 10: Field 
trips. Nov. 11: Field trips (site 

visits by invitation). Welcome 
dinner. Nov. 12: Show day (9 
am-5 pm0. Nov. 13: Show day 
(9 am-3 pm). Contact Dionne 
Olsen on +61 429 202 929 or 
email austimber2020@afca.
asn.au

14-19: 2021 Gottstein 
Trust Understanding Wood 
Science Course – Albury, 
NSW. November 14-15 based 
in Albury with field trips to 
northern Victoria. November 
16-19: Guest lectures and field 
trip, then relocate by coach 
to Canberra for three days 
including a laboratory day 
and guest lectures at ANU, 
and a formal course dinner 
celebrating 50th Anniversary of 
the trust. Detailed information, 
registration and the draft 
program:https://gottsteintrust.
org/course/wood-science-
courses/

Entries open for 2021 Australian Timber Design Awards
THE 2021 Australian Timber 
Design Awards are now open.

In this their 22nd year, the 
awards are distinguished by a 
proud heritage of innovation 
and achievement. Entries 
close on July 13.

“The awards promote and 
encourage outstanding timber 
design,” said Andrew Dunn, 
CEO, Timber Development 
Association, which organises 

the competition.

The design awards are 
open to builders, designers, 
architects, engineers and 
landscapers – to anyone 
involved in the design or 
building of structures that 
feature timber.

A Rising Star Award is 
available to students and 
entrants aged 35 or under. 
The awards and competition 

offers a unique system for 
environment professionals 
and students to showcase 
their outstanding application 
of timber-based design in 
their built projects. They also 
provide an online showcase 
system for participants.

Winners are featured 
permanently on the Australian 
Timber Design website, 
but all entries will be 

acknowledged. The awards 
website will display each 
project’s summary profile, 
create an online photo gallery 
and acknowledge the award 
accolade.

Visit the new awards 
website for information and 
registration. 
www.timberdesignawards.
com.au

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
mailto:gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.timberqueensland.com.au
http://www.timberqueensland.com.au
https://tabma.com.au/2021-national
https://tabma.com.au/2021-national
mailto:alicia@tabma.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
http://www.forestry.org.au
http://www.forestry.org.au
mailto:austimber2020@afca.asn.au
mailto:austimber2020@afca.asn.au
https://gottsteintrust.org/course/wood-science-courses/
https://gottsteintrust.org/course/wood-science-courses/
https://gottsteintrust.org/course/wood-science-courses/
http://www.timberdesignawards.com.au
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MAY
5-8: Forestry – Bridge to the Future – 
University of Forestry, Sofia, Bulgaria 
(To be held in a hybrid format. 
Participants will have the choice of 
attending in person or virtually). For 
further information see: https://conf2020.
forestry-ideas.info/

24-25: International Conference on 
Forestry Science and Silviculture 
(ICFSS)  – London, UK. World Academy 
of Science, Engineering and Technology. 
For further information see: https://waset.
org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-
conference-in-may-2021-in-london

24-28: XV World Forestry Congress – 
Seoul, South Korea. 15th World Forestry 
Congress. The theme will be: Building a 
green, healthy and resilient future with 
forests. For further information see: 
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.
html?act=view&aid=40

JUNE
15-16: Carbon Forestry Conference  – 
Rotorua, New Zealand. Changes to 
legislation in relation to climate change 
and emissions trading, including carbon 
farming investment opportunities. 
For further information see: https://
carbonforestry.events/

29-1: WoodEX for Africa – Gallagher 
Convention Centre, Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Long established as the 
gateway to Africa’s timber trade, WoodEX 
for Africa 2021 will be the ultimate 
machinery, tools and supplies gathering 
in Africa. Held in conjunction with the 
2nd Deck & Flooring Expo and co-located 
with Africa’s biggest construction expo, 
African Construction Expo. For further 
information see: https://woodexforafrica.
com/

JULY
2-4: Foire De Libramont 2021 – 
Libramont Exhibition & Congress, Rue 
des Aubépines, 50 B-6800 Libramont, 
Belgium. The Libramont agricultural, 
forestry and agri-food fair is a huge 
outdoor exhibition that offers a showcase 
for the rural world in all its many 

shapes and forms (machinery, livestock 
breeding, forestry, the agri-food industry, 
horticulture, study, and R&D). For further 
information see: http://www.libramont-
exhibition.com/

7-11: New Forest Folk Festival – 
Powells Farm, Salisbury Road, 
Plaitford, Romsey, UK. For 
further information see: www.
newforestfolkfestival.co.uk

23-26: The International Forest 
Festival – Feanedock National Forest, 
Leicestershire. UK. Music, forests, art 
and ideas. For further information see: 
https://timberfestival.org.uk/

AUGUST

9-12: World Conference on Timber 
Engineering – Santiago, Chile. Uruguay 
XXI will host as part of its strategy to 
promote investments in the forestry and 
wood sector. This is the first time this 
event is held in South America and will be 
hosted by the Chilean capital. The main 
topics that this conference will cover are 
sustainable forests for timber production, 
wood products and connections, wood 
engineering and architecture, policy, 
implementation and management, 
education, promotion and future trends. 
For further information see: www.
uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/

16-19: 20th Commonwealth Forestry 
Conference – VIRTUAL EVENT. An 
informal forum for foresters, and all those 
with an interest in the forestry sector to 
exchange knowledge and experience. It 
is organized by the Standing Committee 
on Commonwealth Forestry and covers 
general aspects of forest management 
and governance and has a focus on the 
changing priorities of the forestry sector. 
For further information see: https://
cfc2021.ubc.ca/

30-31: International Conference on 
Forest Aesthetics and Site Preparation 
– Australian Museum Sydney, 
Australia. World Academy of Science, 
Engineering and Technology. For further 
information see:https://waset.org/
forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-

conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney

SEPTEMBER

22-24: Natural resources, green 
technology and sustainable 
development GREEN2020 – Zagreb, 
Croatia. Now rescheduled from last year. 
For further information see: https://www.
sumins.hr/green2020/

27-1: LIGNA.21 Making more out 
of wood –  Hannover, Germany. For 
further information see: https://www.
ligna.de/en/ 

OCTOBER

17-21: Prowood Ghent – Flanders 
Expo, Maaltekouter 1, 9051 Ghent, East 
Flanders, Flanders, Belgium. For further 
information see: www.tradefairdates.
com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html 

22-24: International Conference on 
Forest Biodiversity and Sustainability 
(ICFBS)  – Dubrovnik, Croatia. World 
Academy of Science, Engineering and 
Technology. For further information see: 
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-
sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-
in-dubrovnik

26-29: Woodworking Minsk – Sports 
Complex, Pobeditelel 20/2 Minsk, 
Belarus. International exhibition of 
woodworking and furniture production. 
For further information see: www.
tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/
Minsk.html

JANUARY 2022

28-29: International Conference 
on Forest Resources Accounting 
and Economics – Australia World 
Academy of Science, Engineering and 
Technology, Sydney, Australia. Forest 
industry accounting, methodological and 
issues and environmental accounting 
for forestry. For further information 
see; https://waset.org/forest-resources-
accounting-and-economics-conference-in-
january-2022-in-sydney

• Please send events to John Halkett: 
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com

EVENTS LISTS MAY CHANGE DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING 
AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES FOR UPDATES.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 GLOBAL

https://conf2020.forestry-ideas.info/
https://conf2020.forestry-ideas.info/
https://waset.org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-conference-in-may-2021-in-london
https://waset.org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-conference-in-may-2021-in-london
https://waset.org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-conference-in-may-2021-in-london
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.html?act=view&aid=40
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.html?act=view&aid=40
https://carbonforestry.events/
https://carbonforestry.events/
https://woodexforafrica.com/
https://woodexforafrica.com/
http://www.libramont-exhibition.com/
http://www.libramont-exhibition.com/
http://www.newforestfolkfestival.co.uk
http://www.newforestfolkfestival.co.uk
https://timberfestival.org.uk/
http://www.uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/
http://www.uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/
https://cfc2021.ubc.ca/
https://cfc2021.ubc.ca/
https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://www.sumins.hr/green2020/
https://www.sumins.hr/green2020/
https://www.ligna.de/en/
https://www.ligna.de/en/
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Sustainable 
Renewable
Versatile
Durable
Diverse

�e remarkable performance characteristics of 
Malaysian timbers have allowed architects and designers 
globally to feature timber in time-transcending designs 
that match beauty with functionality.

Your go-to resource for information on 
Malaysian timbers

www.mtc.com.my

MALAYSIAN 
TIMBERS 
THE PREFERRED
CHOICE

http://www.mtc.com.my
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“Such plantings would need 
to be located within sight of 
native forests so birds could 
naturally introduce native 
seeds. Pine plantations in 
these locations contain an 
understorey of natives that are 
crushed during harvest. But if 
left as a permanent ecosystem 
the pines will absorb around 
2000 tonnes of carbon per 
hectare and maintain that 
for 200 to 300 years before 
collapsing in a severe wind 
storm … leaving a flourishing 
native forest, effectively at no 
cost.”

Mr Tombleson estimates 
the cost of establishing nurse 
crops of radiata pine for 
natural transition to natives 
would be around $2000 a 
hectare including fencing. 
Such a proposal would be 
based on an incentivised 
planting program that could 
begin next year and conclude 

in 2035, and be available 
exclusively to farmers.

“Natives can be planted 
on a very small scale and be 
successfully grown across 
diverse sites and conditions,” 
he said. “But the cost of such 
an approach compared with 
achieving the same outcome 
by planting nurse crops is 
unimaginably expensive and 

would result in the absorption 
of pitiful amounts of carbon.

Mr Tombleson said New 
Zealand had the opportunity 
to contribute more than its 
goal of achieving net carbon 
zero 2050. For the 200 
countries committed to the 
Paris agreement reducing 

emissions didn’t stop at 2050.

“All signatories will be 
required to make further 
reductions in the latter half 
of this century and further 
remove carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere … to cool an 
overheated climate,” he said.

“The planting of nurse 
crops of radiata is an ideal and 
cost-effective means for us 
to contribute to this climate 
goal.”   

(Next week we talk further 
with Jeff Tombleson about 
New Zealand’s climate change 
commitments, including the 
effectiveness of the Emissions 
Trading Scheme).

H3 H4 H5 H6

Tanalised®, symbolising sustainable outdoor wood products.
Proven protection solutions, enhancing the performance
of natural timber and wood products for over 70 years.

     tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com  www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/

 Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©  Lonza 2020

Its all about... 
sustainability.

✓ Logs, posts and pole products 
✓ Solid wood and timber products
✓ Engineered wood products

NATIVES CAN BE
GROWN ACROSS
A DIVERSE 
RANGE OF SITES

NEW ZEALAND FORESTS

1/   Climate Change Commission 
staff… exotic plantation forests are a 
short-term solution to meeting New 
Zealand climate change  
commitments.
2/   Forestry consultant Jeff 
 Tombleson… the debate about 
what tree species we should plant is 
driven by disconnected academics.
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From P 6

Please like and share our page so we can get the timber and forestry message out to a  
bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave us a review. 

Have you liked our Facebook page yet? 

mailto:tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com
http://www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/
https://www.facebook.com/timberandforestryenews
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godsend to the New Zealand 
forest-owning sector. 

Month-of-May 2021 log 
export prices have shot up, 
yet again – this time to eye-
watering high and record 
levels.

But, could the Russian 
sawmilling industry and its 
engineered wood products 
help get Australia out of an 
increasingly dire sawlog and 
sawn timber shortage.

Is it Australia’s only hope?

Dennis Neilson, who has 
considerable knowledge of 
the Russia forest industry 
with many trade visits there, 
says the the world’s largest 
country (pop. 143 million) 
has always been almost 
totally misunderstood by the 

Western World. He says the 
US and Britain especially 
have held out the Soviet 
Union and then Russia to be 
“untrustworthy”.

Even recently, the 
celebrated (late) Senator John 
McCain stated that, “Russia 
is a gas station masquerading 
as a country”.

Well, if that is true, it is 
“some country”. 

Stretching 11 time zones 
from west to east, it has 
huge oil and gas and mineral 
resources, is now a major 
agriculture exporter and, 
importantly, it holds 20% of 
the world’s forest resources.

It has an expanding, 
modern fast-train system and 
its national airline Aeroflot 
is one of the most modern 
and customer-friendly in the 
world. Its major cities are 
modern, pristine clean, and 
are very safe to walk around 
day and night.

1/   Dennis Neilson with Angara (Siberian Scots) pine saw logs at a  
Chinese sawmill at Manzouli City on the Russia-China border. 
2/   Russian saw logs on route to a Russian sawmill.
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IS RUSSIA
AUSTRALIA’S
ONLY HOPE
FOR SUPPLY?

https://www.hyne.com.au/
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IN 1919 the New Zealand 
government led the world 
when it concluded that 
its then high -value native 
forests, which were used 
as the building blocks for 
the then fledgling building 
industry, would run out by the 
1950s.

It decided that it needed to 
get on with growing (exotic 
species) plantations – mostly 
radiata pine from California – 
to meet this deficit; and so it 
formed the NZ Forest Service 
(NZFS). This was led by a 
progressive young Canadian 
forester Leon MacIntosh Ellis, 
who was its founder director-
general. 

Between 1920 and 1990, 
the NZFS (later NZ Forestry 
Corporation) established and 
managed more than 500,000 
ha of new land plantations, 
established two pioneering 
sawmills in 1939 (to learn 
how to make and treat timber 
from radiata pine and Douglas 
fir), was the driving force 
behind the huge Tasman 
pulp and paper and sawmill 
project at Kawerau, the now 
PanPac pulp and sawmill 
complex at Napier; and the 
world renowned NZ Forest 
Research Institute (now 
Scion) at Rotorua.

However, New Zealand 
went almost bankrupt in 
1984, and in order to survive 
the government sold its trees 
(and almost everything else) 
in 1992-1996. The NZ Forest 
Service experience and ethic 
was largely lost.

For more than two 
decades, the forest industry 
sector became less than an 

after-thought for successive 
governments.

A ‘cardboard replica’ of 
the original Forest Service 
was resurrected by the then 
Minister of Forests Shane 
Jones in 2018, called Te Uru 
Rakau.

TUR tried but largely failed 
to gain any measurable 
traction to re-fire new land 
planting programs and mostly 
focused on planting a few 
native trees. Its vaunted ‘One 
Billion Tree Program’ faded 
into the politics of ‘ordinary’.

Not having one single 
trained forester in the whole 
organisation (we are advised) 
might not have helped.

A new government in 2020, 
with new Forestry Minister 

Stuart Nash, is now taking a 
third shot at re-creating (even 
a tiny slither) of the vision of 
Macintosh Ellis; and in April 
2021 stated that, “a greater 
role for a new public forestry 
service would drive the 
focus on regional economic 
development, skills training, 
and a low-emissions future”.

In a statement, Mr Nash 
says forestry will be a key 
part of a climate change 
response. In areas like 
biofuels, forestry can support 
a move away from fossil 
fuels. Innovative building 
products made from local 
wood will replace products 
such as concrete and steel.

Nash announced that 
Forestry New Zealand will 
be renamed New Zealand 

Forest Service, and will shift 
its operational headquarters 
from Wellington to Rotorua.

"The name change is small 
but significant,” he said. “It 
signals a more hands-on role 
for a public forestry service, 
with specialists and advisers 
working alongside the 
sector.”

Planning and advisory 
capabilities would be 
stressed within New Zealand 
Forest Service so it can 
offer a professional advisory 
service and share its forestry 
management expertise, he 
said.

"It will provide more on-
the-ground support to iwi 
(tribes), private landowners, 
farm foresters, local councils, 
timber processors, training 
institutes, and other forestry 
organisations," Nash said.

"Farmers, foresters, and 
conservationists share an 
objective to plant more trees 
in the right places, whether 
to diversify farm incomes, 
stabilise erosion-prone hills, 
increase wood supply for 
processing, or create more 
permanent indigenous 
forests for biodiversity or 
recreational use.”

Forestry is New Zealand's 
third-largest primary exporter 
by value so it's important 
that the country keeps 
innovating to support regional 
development, drive economic 
growth and meet its climate 
and environmental goals, 
then minister says.

DANA NZ director Dennis 

OPINION

We must keep innovating to support regional development and economic growth

New era: will the ‘third coming’ of the
NZ Forest Service achieve anything?
DENNIS NEILSON

ONE BILLION
TREE PROGRAM
FADED INTO
‘ORDINARY’

1

2

1/   Stuart Nash… it signals a more 
hands-on role for a public forestry 
service.
2/   A new road for forestry in New 
Zealand?

Cont P 18
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IN my possession shortly 
after it was published in 1982, 
the book Timbers of South-
east Asia, Northern Australia 
and the Pacific has been 
a revered reference to the 
characteristics, properties and 
uses of timbers in this region.

The co-author was CSIRO 
scientist William G. Keating 
who passed away peacefully 
in Melbourne aged 93 on  
April 17.

He collaborated on the 
book with fellow CSIRO wood 
scientist Hungarian-born 
Eleanor Bolzah who died in 
2014 , aged 94. More than 360 
species and species groups 
are referenced.

Mr Keating’s death is 
particularly poignant in this 
50th celebration year of the 
Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund 
of which he was founding 
secretary.

Bill Keating was 
an experimental 
officer with 
CSIRO’s Division 
of Chemical 
Technology. He 
joined the former 
CSIRO Division of 
Forest Products 
in 1946, and 
later the Post 
Master General’s 
department as a 
timber technologist 
before returning to CSIRO in 
1967.

His interests in timber 
where in the fields utilisation, 
preservation, grading, 
structural use, the application 
of standards, dissemination 
of information on properties 
and education in timber 
technology.

He held a Master of Forest 
Science from Melbourne 

University and a Fellowship 
Diploma in Applied Physics 
from the Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology.

He was also a Fellow of the 
Institute of Wood Science.

His book was published at a 
time when timber production 
in the region accounted for 
almost 70% of the world’s 
hardwood production and 
about 30% of the overall total.

The book and future 

volumes remain of inestimable 
value to all who work with 
timber – foresters, builders, 
technologist, sawmillers, 
craftsmen, importers and 
suppliers.

Many friends related it was 
grateful to have Bill Keating 
in their lives for so long. A 
man of integrity, humour 
and intellect, he loved all of 
his family deeply and was 
a valued contributor to his 
community, his church and 
scientific research.

Husband of Patricia (dec), 
brother of Jacqueline, father 
of Michael, Eileen, Clare, 
Margaret and Kate, father-in-
law of Moira and John and 
grandfather of Jamal, Adam, 
James, Rohan, Lucy and Alex, 
Bill Keating was saluted at a 
private family service on  
April 29.

– JIM BOWDEN

PASSAGES (W.G. KEATING 3.4.1928-17.4.2021)

WWW.KENNEDYSTIMBERS.COM.AU

f        kennedystimbers            kennedystimbers           sales@kennedystimbers.com.aue

KENNEDY’S RECLAIMED AND SUSTAINABLE ARCHITECTURAL TIMBERS ARE AN INSPIRED CHOICE FOR UNIQUE BUILDING DESIGN.

STRIKING  
AND DURABLE
A natural alternative to conventional building products, we 
provide the full spectrum of timber design possibilities. 

Brisbane   |   Sydney   |   Melbourne   |   Perth   |   New Zealand

Photo: Christopher Frederick Jones  
Grand Central Shopping Centre, 

Toowoomba QLD

Bill Keating was dedicated to timber research

Timbers of South-east Asia, Northern Australia 
and the Pacific.

mailto:sales@kennedystimbers.com.au
http://www.kennedystimbers.com.au
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A COUPLE of 
weeks ago Duncan 
told me my life 
was boring – just 
work, sleep and 
more work.

Yes, harvesting 
contracting is 
a tough and 
demanding gig, 
but it's my life 
and I enjoy it. I 
really do. I might 
be boring, thank 
you Duncan, 
but I remain 
enthusiastic about the forest 
industry and am continually 
staggered that we are not 
much more centre stage in 
the great scheme of things.

As a country we are 
fortunate to have substantial 
plantation resources, a 
relatively low population 
with lots of land and 
native forest. Sure, our 
softwood plantations took 
a pasting during the 2019-
2020 bushfires, but with a 
replanting appetite, and a 
price on carbon, we could get 
back in the saddle.

Also, of course we have 
an amazing world quality 
natural hardwood resource 
– trees already in the 
ground! To some degree I 
can understand, even if I 
don't accept, the softwood 

plantation situation with its 
bushfire and investment 
risks. That doesn’t apply to 
anywhere  the same extent 
with the natural hardwood 
resource.

For example, the work of 
NSW Department of Primary 
Industries principal research 
scientist Dr Brad Law 
concluding that sustainable 
timber harvesting does not 
pose a threat to koala habitat, 
and that the focus on koala 
conservation should be 
directed at habitat loss from 
land clearing and bushfire 
mitigation, along with dogs 
and vehicles that undoubtedly 
threaten koala conservation is 
a good illustration.

Dr Law’s research has 

found evidence of up to 
10 times the rate of koala 
occupancy in NSW’s north-
east forests than previously 
estimated. Yes, 10 times the 
rate!!

The response of koalas to 
timber harvesting involved 
more than 14,500 hours of 
audio recordings over three 
years to measure the bellows 
of male koalas using a new 

SongMeter technique at 
171 sites in north-east state 
forests, national parks and 
reserves.

Dr Law’s research also 
found that time since timber 
harvesting and the amount 
of harvesting in the local 
area did not influence koala 
occupancy. There was also no 
difference between national 
park and state forest sites 
in terms of koala population 
densities.

So, the science and logic 
suggest we must argue 
for much more hardwood 
resource in the Australian 
market place to meet the 
increasing demands of 
building and construction 
activities. Plus, there is an 
emerging market for biomass 
to provide renewable base 
load power.

Sustainably managed, 
certified native forest 
operations and wood waste 
can play a significant role 
in the biomass sector, plus 
also provide a valuable boost 
to regional forest-based 
industries and local sawmills 
by offering an approved 
market for their wood 
processing residues.

So … what I am trying 
to say is that we need 
heaps more effort that 
make softwood plantation 
establishment commercially 
more attractive and less of a 
risky proposition, but also a 
lot more courage to provide 
for growing our hardwood 
needs from our own native 
forests.

What do you think?

See you next month.

Cheryl

COMMENT IN THE FOREST

1/   The natives are restless… 
amazing natural hardwoods a 
growing solution to the demands 
from the building and construction 
sector.
2/   Dr Brad Law… evidence of up 
to 10 times the rate of koala  
occupancy in NSW’s north-east 
forests than previously estimated. 

1

2

INDUSTRY NEEDS
MUCH SRONGER
ADVOCACY TO
CONFRONT
SHORT-TERM
STATE POLITICS

Science and logic on side for much
greater use of our native hardwoods
Koala concerns should be directed at habitat loss from land clearing and fires

With CHERYL FORREST

TRUNK LINES
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Komatsu Forest have maintained a very strong market position with their two most popular 
forwarders being the Komatsu 875 (16 tonne) which really compliments the 895 (20 tonne).

These two current models have been further refined to meet expectations and to cover all 
the contractors’ extraction requirements with the latest developments in these key areas.

 •  New transmission system for greater traction and control.

 •  Improved crane performance with a large bunk area.

 •  Introducing Maxifleet to provide the ultimate service and production tool.

 •  New electric engine hood and new access panels for much improved serviceability

 •  Stylish and modern cab with central locking and remote key.

The latest Komatsu forwarders have been taken to another level in  
lifting the overall standards for forwarding which make them the best in their class.

Komatsu 875 & 895

www.komatsuforest.com.au

Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas

Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600

E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

The  MARKET  Leader…

mailto:info.au@komatsuforest.com
http://www.komatsuforest.com.au
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INDUSTRY ACHIEVEMENT

If you don’t already utilise the services of the TTIA, now is the  
time to take a positive step and gain the reassurance you need  
to focus on running your business.

Give TTIA a call on 02 9264 0011

The timber industry’s PREMIER industrial relations  
and workplace health & safety provider
»  Established for more than 80 years
»   National timber employers’ enquiry Hotline – after hours assistance available
»  In-house industry experts
»   Non-profit, able to offer services at lower than commercial rates
»   Federally registered employer organisation operating in all States
»   Practical advice on a range of employment related issues
»  Award interpretation
»  Identifying, controlling, eliminating workplace hazards
»  Regular safety risk assessments
»   Development of safety management systems and safe operating procedures
»  Legal assistance with workplace accidents
»  Workers’ Compensation assistance

Last load for Hyne’s salvaged burnt logs
THE last truck carrying 
salvaged burnt logs from the 
2019-20 bushfires was waved 
into the Hyne Tumbarumba 
mill this week.

The unprecedented 15 
months of salvage harvesting 
has seen more than 1.6 
million burnt plantation pine 
logs processed at the Hyne 
mill alone.

The burnt bark is removed 
and the logs are processed 
into quality, sawn timber.

Around 75.5 million linear 
metres of timber has been 
processed from salvaged logs 
which would almost wrap 
around the world twice.

Hyne Timber CEO Jon 
Kleinschmidt said this last 
log truck marked the end of a 
historic event of collaboration 
and incredibly hard work,

“To still be accepting burnt 

log 15 months after the fires 
has completely exceeded 
industry expectations of 3 to 
6 months,” Mr Kleinschmidt 
said.

“The efforts of all involved 
from the growers, the 
harvesting crews, the 
haulers, the staff here at the 
Tumbarumba mill and our by-
product customers has been 
remarkable and deserves to 
be celebrated.”

Mr Kleinschmidt said in 

celebrating the achievement, 
Hyne had been able to work 
with suppliers to source 
some logs from further 
afield, securing mill jobs on 
site which is welcome news 
for the Hyne team and the 
community of Tumbarumba.

“Further, we currently have 
several job vacancies and 
encourage people to consider 
joining our resilient business, 
industry and commitment to 
the supply of quality, Aussie 
timber for our construction 

sector,” he said..

Regional 
manager 
of Forestry 
Corporation 
of NSW Dean 
Anderson said it 
was good to see 
that, despite the 
devastation of the 
bushfires, much of 
the damaged pine 

plantation could be salvaged.

More than 45,000 ha 
of pine plantations were 
impacted by fires in the local 
area, which is just under 40% 
of the area planted.

More than half of the area 
affected was too young to 
salvage and the focus has 
been on getting all the trees 
older than 19 years and as 
much as possible of those 
older than 12 years.

The last of the burnt logs arrives at Hyne’s Tumbarumba mill.
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INDUSTRY CAREER PATHS

Gottstein grants golden career opportunity
THE 2021 Gottstein Trust 
grants round closes soon – 
May 20 … only 15 days away.

“This is a golden 
opportunities for motivated 
candidates to put ideas 
forward and apply to the trust 
fund for grant support,” trust 
chair Suzette Weeding said.

“These opportunities 
were created to advance 
the knowledge base and 
capabilities of people working 
in or associated with our 
industry,” she said. “After 
50 years they are still highly 
relevant and sought after.”

Ms Weeding said recipients 
of Gottstein awards were 
now involved in a vast array of 

activities across the industry 
which continued to contribute 
to the future success of 
Australia’s renewable forests 
and wood products economy.

The grants are deigned to 
support people with further 
learning that benefits the 
forest and wood products 
industry.

“A Gottstein Fund grant 
will assist with an individual’s 
career and professional 
development,” Ms Weeding 
said.

Three separate categories 
are open to anyone wherever 
they work along the value 
chain. This is to gain 
new skills or knowledge 
by attending training, a 
conference or the pursuit of a 
particular project.

Scholarship grants are 
awarded to undergraduate 

or post graduate students to 
help cover education-related 
expenses including relocation 
and living expenses. One 
recent scholarship recipient 
said, “the fund is one of 
the reasons I was able to 
continue and complete my 
studies”.

The premier award is the 

Gottstein Fellowship. This 
grant enables an individual to 
conduct a specific research 
project which will benefit 
the industry and advance 
their own experience and 
knowledge. It usually entails 
a major study tour and 2021 
tours focus on Australia and 
New Zealand. Applicants 
may consider part of their 
international engagement 
being done online.

Grant outcomes will be 
announced in July.

Apply online at www.
gottsteintrust.org or contact 
the Gottstein team: email 
gottsteinsecretary@gmail.
com or call Helen Murray 
0419 991 424.

In its 50th year, the trust 
honours the late Joseph 
William Gottstein, the 
esteemed CSIRO forest 
products research scientist.

Suzette Weeding… further learn-
ing that benefits the forest and 
wood products industry.

APPLICATIONS
FOR AWARDS
CLOSE MAY 20

http://www.gottsteintrust.org
mailto:gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.incomac.com
mailto:info@incomac.com
mailto:garyspillane@bigpond.com


18 TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 656    |   May 6, 2021 

BRISBANE-based sons 
and daughters of some of 
the pioneers of Inglewood 
celebrated the history of 
the western Darling Downs 
town at a special reunion on 
Sunday.

The gathering, one of 
many over the years, was 
organised by Italian-born 
Charlie Parrella, 80, whose 
father arrived in Inglewood 
from Italy in 1956 to work 
on tobacco farms and a 
sawmill. Charlie’s mother and 
her children soon followed 
and when Charlie turned 16 
he opened his first barber 
shop in the main street of 
Inglewood.

Charlie moved to Brisbane 
in 1968 and opened a barber 
shop at Hendra where he has 
cut and styled hair there ever 
since.

Many Italian immigrants 
through the 1950s and 
60s took up work in the 
Inglewood district in the 
sheep, cattle and timber 
industries or used carpentry 
skills to build many homes 
throughout western 
Queensland.

In particular, the Inglewood 
sawmill in King Street, which 
has been cutting white 
cypress

(Callitris columellaris) at the 
same site for more than 70 
years, employed many Italian 
immigrants over that time.

Speaking from the sawmill, 
Anna Bart told us her father 
Michael Angelo Polese arrived 
in Inglewood in 1950 taking 
up his first job at a sawmill 
before buying a tobacco farm.

Inglewood sawmill has 
been owned by the James 
family since 2013 and 
previously was in the hands 
of Bretts, with records going 
back to 1945.

“We have also held 
reunions in Inglewood,” 
Charlie said. “The biggest 

was in 1988 when 800 
people from many parts of 
Queensland attended.”

He added: “We all have lots 
of cousins living in Italy so 
the reunion was a chance to 
toast them all.”

Charlie and his family have 
returned to Inglewood many 
times and only a few weeks 
ago were over-joyed to find 
the district in great shape 
after soaking rains.

Tobacco growing 
was common 
in the district 
for more than 
60 years, but a 
major flood in 
1956 wiped out 
the crop forcing 
many families to 
leave the town and 
shire.

The district’s 
famous Golden 
Leaf brand, 
along with other 
tobacco industry 
memorabilia, 
is on display at 
the Inglewood 
Heritage Centre

It took 30 years for a 
replacement crop to develop 
– olives, a commodity well 
known to Italian farmers. 
Inglewood’s local GP Dr 
Colin Owen AO co-owns 
Coolmunda, an organic olive 
grove producing olives and 
processing the oil from about 
8000 trees of 10 varieties.

Olives were on the menu 
at Charlie Parella’s Brisbane 
reunion, along with plates 
of home-cooked lasagne, 
pizza, arancini and cinnamon-
flavoured cannoli.

Buon lavoro, Charlie! We’ll 
see you at the next reunion.

THE COMMUNITY

Charlie cooks up a great reunion in Brisbane
for sons and daughters of Inglewood pioneers
JIM BOWDEN

The sons and daughters of Inglewood pioneers living in Brisbane gather for a  
reunion at Raven Park in West Chermside. Italian-born Charlie Parrella (centre  
standing) organised the event.

MANY ITALIAN
IMMIGRANTS
TOOK UP JOBS
IN SAWMILLS

Neilson quips that Stuart 
Nash is the same minister 
who wants to effectively ban 
the planting of pine trees 
on only land classes in New 
Zealand (Class 4 and 5 hill 
country) where it is “safe” to 
plant pine trees and expects a 
viable return from harvesting 

(as opposed to carbon), or 
indeed to in future be given a 
permit to ever harvest them.

But, never mind.  Neilson 
and many others hope the 
formation of the NZFS (Mark 
III) spells the beginning of a 
new era of NZ forestry glory.

However, to achieve 
success, the re-born NZFS 

board and bosses will need 
to fight tooth and nail to 
avoid getting bogged down 
and dragged down by the 

radiata pine tree-loathers in 
government, including the 
all-powerful rural land (farmer) 
associations and several 
government departments 
filled to the brim with 
environmental activists, all 
who see radiata pine trees 
as the root of all evil … 
noxious weeds that must be 
eradicated.
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BEGINNING
OF A NEW ERA
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OBERON-based Mangan 
Logging & Haulage has 
reached a major milestone, 
marking 60 years of operation 
welcoming its fourth 
generation into the family’s 
NSW business.

Established in 1961 by Bert 
and Monica Mangan, the 
company has grown from one 
trucking unit to 25, along with 
numerous harvesting units, 
two mechanic workshops, a 
24-hour breakdown service
and a parts store.

Mangan now employs 
more than 70 staff and 
contractors, including six 
apprentices, many of whom 
are themselves multi-
generational employees with 
the business.

Today, the Mangan Group 
harvests and hauls more than 
500,000 tonnes of softwood 
plantation pine each year 
delivering to Highland Pine, 

Borg, Visy, Allied Timber 
Products NSW, and various 
export markets.

A hallmark of the business 
has been the seamless 
management transition over 
the six decades from Bert 
and Monica, to son Michael 
and his wife Suzanne, and 

to today’s leaders, their 
grandchildren Mathew, Lisa, 
Chris, and Michelle. Recently 
they welcomed Mathew’s 
son Riley to the business 
who began his mechanical 
apprenticeship, following the 
same path his father took 24 
years earlier.

Bert Mangan began his 
career in the timber industry 
on the NSW Central Coast at 
Wyong. Historically a strong 
logging community, the 
industry had begun to slow. 
In 1961, at the request of 
his then employer, Bert and 
Monica and their young son, 
Michael, travelled to Oberon 
in the Central Tablelands to 
complete a contract. Before 
long, the contract was theirs.

“It came down to the 
fact that the chap we were 
working for decided he 
just didn’t want to run the 
business anymore and that 
we could take over,” Monica 
recalls.

“When dad began the 
business in Oberon the 
timber industry was manually 
based, so our first 10-15 years 
were tough,” Michael said. 
“It was basically people with 
chainsaws felling, pruning, 
and stacking the timber onto 
pallets that were winched 
onto dad’s two army-style 
Blitz trucks and then delivered 
to the sawmills.”

Michael joined his father in 

FOREST INDUSTRY MILESTONE

Applications for annual grants from the J.W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund are open.

Committed to the Australian wood products and forest industries?
Want to improve your experience, skills, knowledge and networks?

If you’re a committed individual with ideas to pursue, this may be the chance of a lifetime.

Three types of grants available – Fellowships, Scholarships and Industry Skill Awards. 

Full details and online application forms are available at www.gottsteintrust.org 
No set prerequisites – each application will be evaluated.

Applications close 9.00am sharp on Thursday, 20th May 2021. 

Further information: gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com or  
Helen Murray +61 (0) 419 991 424.

Gottstein Awards
CALLING FOR APPLICATIONS 

Our investment in tomorrow

Four generations celebrate 60th year
at Oberon’s Mangan haulage operation

On the road… 
Mangan was the 
first company in 
the Oberon re-
gion to introduce 
lower, safer loads 
by designing  
and building  
extended log 
trailers for 
haulage.

Cont P 20

HAULING
500,000 TONNES
OF SOFTWOOD
PLANTATION 
PINE EACH YEAR
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“The machines we needed 

to land contracts were around 
the $400,000 to $500,000 
mark which was huge back 
then,” Suzanne said. “We 
were lucky to secure a 
contract with CSR during that 
time.

“The banks finally 
understood that loans to get 
equipment meant we could 
actually do the work.”

Mangan uses a variety 
of machinery to optimise 
productivity, including 
harvesters, feller bunchers, 
forwarders, skidders, loaders 
and B-double trucking 

combinations. This allows 
the crews to work on 
different slopes and terrains, 
including the steep slopes 
of the Oberon region that 
require specialised extraction 
equipment.

Mangan was the first 
company in the Oberon 
region to introduce lower, 
safer loads by designing and 
building an extended log 
trailer for haulage. In 2002 
the company introduced the 
first 19 m B-double, in 2013 
the first 23 m B-double and in 
2018 the first 25 m B-double. 

The company was also the 
first in the region to add 
stability control to its trucking 
units.

Generation three took the 
reins and Mathew and Chris 
transitioned easily into the 
business, both completing 
their apprenticeships as 
diesel mechanics.

Out in the field… Mangan machinery operating in the Oberon district of NSW.
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the business full time when 
he left school and as his 
responsibilities increased he 
took the initiative to upgrade 
equipment and introduced 
the first mechanised 
harvester and forwarder into 
the business. “This took the 
timber workers off the bush 
floor and into the safety of a 
machine cab,” Michael said.

When Bert and Monica 
retired in 1984, Michael and 
Suzanne stepped up. But 
it was challenging times. 
Government economic 
reforms during the 1980s 
had a profound impact on the 
economy overall. Mangan 
Logging wasn’t spared as 
interest rates to borrow for 
the necessary upgrades to 
equipment hit 29%.

On the cover: Mangan man-
agement team celebrate 60 
years of operation… from left  
Chris Mangan, Michelle Corby, 
Michael Mangan, Suzanne  
Mangan, Lisa Robinson and 
Matt Mangan.

FIRST TO ADD
STABILITY
CONTROL TO
TRUCK UNITS

busier even than last year. 
While there are builders and 
contractors who are cancelling 
and delaying jobs, this reversal 
is doing nothing to slow 
housing activity.

By all accounts sawmill 
order files are full now 
well into May, while panel 

(plywood and OSB) mills are 
currently quoting into August. 
Lumber market players don’t 
know how to react as an 
impossible situation gets 
more impossible with every 
passing day.

According to sellers, 
sales of western spruce 
in the US ramped up for 

the week ending April 9. 
Prices advanced again amid 
persistently scarce supply, 
with buyers at all levels 
desperate to secure any stick 
of wood they can get their 
hands on.

After reaching the 
seemingly unbelievable level 
of $US1060 in the week 

ending April 9, the wholesaler 
price of benchmark softwood 
lumber commodity item 
western spruce KD 2×4 was 
$US1130 per thousand board 
feet. This is up by $70, or 
6%, from the previous week. 
Compared to the price one-
year-ago, that week’s price is 
up by $820, or 265%.
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