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REGIONAL COMMUNITIES

Largest bushfire recovery program to
re-build forest infrastructure in Tumba
THE Forestry Corporation of
NSW in the past 12 months
has implemented a $46 million
bushfire recovery program to
repair state forests, the largest
in the organisation’s history.
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The equity injection has
seen the corporation repair
priority damaged public
infrastructure, expand its
Blowering and Grafton
nurseries, and start replanting
bushfire-affected state forests.
Locally, this has also seen
much work done to rebuild
Tumbarumba state forest
roads and bridges lost in the
Black Summer bushfires.
“The program has already
seen many roads reopened,
fallen and dangerous trees
removed, crossings repaired,
drainage structures replaced
and signage replaced in Bago,
Maragle and Woomargama
state forests,” Forestry
Corporation acting production
and sales manager Billie-Jo
Brown said.
“The last 12 months
have been challenging for
the forestry sector and
communities in the Snowy
region, but we are pleased
to be rebuilding forest

CEO Anshul Chaudhary
said the equity injection
had seen investment to
support the forestry industry
and recovering regional
communities.
“The work happening across
the Snowy region a great
example of how government
and industry are working
together to help regional
communities recover.”

1/ Crossing repaired in Woomargama state forest…
part of a body of forest repair work happening under
the bushfire recovery program.
2/ Anshul Chaudhary… an investment to support
the forestry industry and recovering regional
communities.

infrastructure through
the support of the state
government,” Mrs Brown said.
“We’ve been working
closely with local industry to
make the forests safe again,
with a lot more work slated
for delivery over the coming
months.
“This investment has made
a positive impact to both our
forests and communities.
Where possible we have
used local contractors and
suppliers.”

MicroPro

®
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Mrs Brown added: “We
are still progressing with this
work as we move through the
forests and a major bridge
repair works is commencing in
Bago this month as part of this
program.”
This work is part of the
$46 million equity injection
and is part of the larger NSW
government $100 million Covid
stimulus package designed to
directly stimulate economies
in regional NSW.

Mr Chaudhary said Forestry
Corporation staff and forestry
contractors were heavily
involved in the firefighting
efforts, alongside around
65,000 NSW Rural Fire
Service volunteers and service
personnel.
Forestry Corporation staff
completed more than 16,000
individual firefighting shifts,
equating to in excess of
250,000 hours in firefighting
and incident management.
• Concerns continue over NSW
hardwood log supply, Page 4.

Forestry Corporation acting

On the cover: Forestry
Corporation acting production
and sales manager Billie-Jo
Brown makes friends with a
forest fire survivor as a $46
million recovery program gets
under way in New South Wales.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification,
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™).
The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts
of a final product – and not just the hazards
of a product’s ingredients.
For more information call us now

on 1800 088 809.
MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd.
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Industry in force at senate hearing to
support proposed bill on native forests
HARVESTING of
Australia’s native forests
would be exempt from
national environmental
protections under a bill
proposed by Nationals
Senate leader Bridget
McKenzie.

Ross Hampton said.

The proposed changes
were lodged as a
private member’s bill
Maree McCaskill
Bridget McKenzie
Ross Hampton
and Senator McKenzie
harvesting to be subject
certainty for Australia’s native
says her bill would make
to the federal Environment
hardwood timber industries
“explicitly clear” the roles for
and the thousands of people
state and federal governments Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act.
whose livelihoods depend on
in regulation of hardwood
them.
forestry operations.
The EPBC Act enables
The Senate's Environment
and Communications
Legislation Committee
inquiry into the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Amendment
(Regional Forest Agreements)
Bill 2020, which was
introduced by Senator
McKenzie last year, took
evidence during its hearings in
Canberra on Monday.
Among those appearing
were Ross Hampton, CEO,
AFPA, Maree McCaskill,
general manager, Timber
NSW, Stacey GardIner, general
manager, Australian Forest
Contractors Association,
Monique Dawson, chief
executive, VicForests, and
Michael O’Connor, national
secretary ,CFMMEU.
Evidence was also provided
by Professor Peter Kanowski
from ANU and Professor
Rod Keenan from Melbourne
University.
The committee’s report is
scheduled for release on
May 11.
Senator McKenzie’s bill
follows a landmark ruling of
the Federal Court in May,
which set a precedent for

the federal minister to block
harvesting operations if
they deem it would have a
significant impact on matters
of national environmental
significance such as
threatened species.
Senator McKenzie warned
the commercial viability of
native forestry companies
is at risk due to uncertainty
caused by commonwealth
powers to intervene with
environmental protections
for matters of national
environmental significance
such as threatened wildlife
and ecosystems.

“This legal uncertainty
pressuring the industry is
spurring anti-forestry groups
who are threatening to use
the precedent to shut the
industry down,” AFPA CEO

“Senator McKenzie’s
Bill will affirm and clarify
the commonwealth’s
intent regarding the
relationship between
the commonwealth’s
Environmental Protection
and Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC)
Act and the robust
environmental
frameworks established
under the RFAs.
Mr Hampton said all
statutory reviews of the
RFAs had found they
met or exceeded all the
environmental protection
and biodiversity conservation
requirements.
Cont P 10

The united voice
for Australia's
forest industries

VIABILITY OF
NATIVE FOREST
COMPANIES
IS AT RISK
“This impossible situation
can only be solved by making
the law clear,” she said.
The Australian Forest
Products Association and the
Australian Forest Contractors
Association said the Federal
Parliament should unite
to support the proposed
legislation that will provide

(02) 6285 3833
enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
www.ausfpa.com.au
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FOREST INDUSTRY ISSUES

After 150 years, concerns continue on
inequity in NSW hardwood log supply

90pc in conservation reserves and only 10pc for timber harvesting
STEVE DOBBYNS
THE hardwood timber industry
on the NSW north coast
has been concerned about
inequity in log supply from the
public estate for many years.
Following the 2019-20
bushfires, log supply has
been extremely restricted and
largely confined to plantation
operations.
The bushfires have emerged
as a tipping point for the
sector; more than 50% of the
area of state forests available
for timber harvesting on the
north coast was impacted
by the fires. A similar
proportion of Private Native
Forestry properties were also

impacted.

similar fate.

The NSW forest
regulator NSW
Environmental
Protection
Authority
and Forestry
Corporation
of NSW have
been in ongoing
block-by-block
negotiations over
access to burnt
compartments due
to the regulator’s
perceived concerns
over salvage
harvesting.

The hardwood timber
industry on the NSW north
coast has been in existence
for more than 150 years
and currently supports over
3000 jobs and produces
around 75% of the state’s
high quality hardwood logs,
such as high-quality sawlogs
for floorboards, decking and
structural beams, and poles,
piles, girders and veneer logs.

The regulator
Steve Dobbyns.. bushfires a
tipping point.

has also resisted FCNSW’s
attempts to access unburnt
compartments.

TA B M A T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions
Flexible training delivery
Highly skilled trainers
NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483
tabmatraining.edu.au
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Many of the major 20192020 bushfires originated from
lightning strikes in remote
areas of national parks and
conservation areas, where
they were allowed to continue
to burn for weeks and months
in relatively benign conditions,
until they emerged on a ‘blowup day’ on multiple fronts.
Ironically, rather than
focus attention on the failed
‘lock-it-up-and-leave-it’ or
wilderness strategy employed
by conservation managers or
the landscape adoption of cool
burning similar to Indigenous
practitioners over the past
60,000 years, there has been
an increasing call to lock up
more multiple-use, proactivelymanaged, production
forests and condemn these
forests and their inhabitants,
particularly the koala, to a

Of the 6.3 million ha of
forested land on the north
coast, more than half is private
property (3.4m ha) with the
balance in public ownership.
Of the 3m ha of public forest,
90% is in conservation
reserves and only 10% is
available for timber harvesting.
The reserve system on
the north coast is already
comprehensive, adequate and
representative and exceeds
the International Union for
Conservation of Nature
protected area threshold
target of 15% by a further
10%.
The Forestry Corporation of
NSW is the principal supplier
of high-quality hardwood logs
in the state, accounting for
around 60% of all supply,
with Boral the largest buyer of
FCNSW high quality hardwood
sawlogs.
Eleven other companies
share the remaining 30%
of the corporation’s sawlog
production, but these mills
account for the largest share
of hardwood log supply from
private property.
• Steve Dobbyns is principal
of Jamax Forest Solutions and
vice-president of Timber NSW.

HOUSING

Engineered wood sector welcomes
extension of HomeBuilder program
Stimulating housing and renovation demand into 2022 for timber suppliers

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg
and Housing Minister Michael
Sukkar announced the timeframe extension on Saturday.

THE Engineered Wood
Products Association of
Australasia has welcomes the
federal government’s decision
to extend the HomeBuilder
program.
CEO Gavin Matthew said
HomeBuilder and associated
state government stimulus
measures had successfully
underpinned increased
consumer
confidence
and significant
new home and
renovations
demand.
“Over the last
few months,
2
the building
sector identified
a strong need to smooth
and prolong new housing
and renovation demand into
2022,” Mr Matthew said.

DECISION GIVES
GREEN LIGHT
FOR NEW
BUILDS

1

3

“The federal government
has responded by extending
the existing six-month
timeline between signing a
contract and construction
starting to 18 months in the
HomeBuilder program.
“This welcome refinement
will positively impact jobs,
businesses and communities
right across Australia

1/ HomeBuilder… extension will
ease pressure on program
applicants and the construction
sector.
2/ Gavin Matthew… positive
impact on jobs, businesses and
communities.
3/ Grahame Wolfe… streamlining
the delivery of more than 120,000
homes.

and support the broader
construction supply chain into
2022,”
Mr Matthew said the
timber manufacturing sector
produced many innovative,
reliable, and renewable
products that should be
recognised as preferred
building materials in a low
emissions future.

Enacted as part of
covid economic stimulus
measures, the program
provides grants for property
owners who either build
new homes or substantially
renovate existing dwellings
throughout Australia (subject
to eligibility criteria).
These are valued at
$25,000 where construction
contracts were signed
between June 4, 2020, and
December 31, 2020, and
$15,000 for contracts signed
between January 1, 2021,
and March 31, 2021.
Josh Frydenberg said
the extension would ease
pressure on program
applicants and the
construction sector, which
has seen resources stretched
amid commencement of
many projects within a short
timeframe.
“Extending the
Cont P 7

Beautiful. Natural.
Sustainable. Australian.
You can be assured that wood carrying the
Responsible Wood mark has come from certiﬁed
Australian forests that are sustainably managed
to the highest global standards.

responsiblewood.org.au

Wildlife Retreat at Taronga, NSW
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HYNE.COM.AU

REGIONAL PROJECT

Engineered timber the
solution to replacement
of heritage fire station

Site visit… Maryborough Fire and Emergency Services crew Jenny
Millers and Shaune Toohey (left) and James Gill (right) with Bruce
Saunders, MP Maryborough, and Katie Fowden and James Hyne,
Hyne Timber.

HYNE has welcomed the
Queensland government’s
decision to build the
replacement, state-ofthe-art Maryborough Fire
and Emergency Services
complex from the company’s
engineered timber solutions.

proudly grown and processed
right here in the Wide Bay.”

The first glimpse of the
design shows how the design
team will retain and restore
the existing, heritage-valued
brick façade.

He thanked the state
government and project
partners Hutchinson Builders,
Baber Studio, XLam and the
University of Queensland.

Hyne executive director
James Hyne said this was a
great way to support regional
jobs while showcasing the
qualities of glue laminated and
cross laminated timber.

The $12.1 million complex
replacement is due for
completion in the second half
of 2022 and is considered
an exemplar project by the
University of Queensland
Centre for Future Timber
Structures which who carried
out a full 3D scan of the
existing structure bringing a
range of intellectual property
to the design team.

“We know the existing
building has local heritage
value, so it was important to
us to retain and even restore
the iconic façade as part of
the design,” Mr Hyne said.
“From the local plantation
forest through to the Tuan
sawmill and ending in our
new glue laminated plant,
this building in the heart of
our home town will be a
showcase of contemporary,
mass timber capability,
6
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Mr Hyne said this would be
Australia's first contemporary
engineered timber fire station
and regional headquarters,
fully supported by fire
engineering experts.

Professor Carlo Prato, Head
of the UQ School of Civil
Engineering, emphasised
how the project embodies
the immense potential for
success that the CFTS
pursues.
Cont P 12

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 AUSTRALASIA

MAY
20: Close of 2021 Gottstein
fellowships, industry awards
and scholarships – ONLINE.
Entries currently open.
Contact gottsteinsecretary@
gmail.com or Helen Murray on
+61 419 991 424. Details visit:
gottsteintrust.org/fellowships/

JUNE
16–18: TABMA National
Conference – Oaks Cypress
Lakes Resort, Hunter Valley,
NSW. Celebrating our 80th
year, the conference will aim
to “honour our past, treasure
the present and shape the
future“ of our industry.
Our daytime sessions will
concentrate on “shaping
the future”, with keynote
speaker Claire Madden
talking Generation Z. Gala
From P 5

construction commencement
requirement will smooth out
the HomeBuilder construction
pipeline, support jobs in
the construction sector,
and ensure that existing
applicants facing difficulties in
starting construction on their
new builds and renovations
are not denied a HomeBuilder
grant due to circumstances
outside their control,” Mr
Frydenberg said.

dinner “honouring our past
and treasuring the present”.
Includes the 2020 Andrew
Bone TABMA Member of The
Year, TABMA Industry Legends
and Trainee and Apprentice
Member of The Year awards.
For more information or to
book visit https:// tabma.com.
au/2021-national[1]conference/
or contact Alicia Oelkers at
alicia@tabma.com.auu

SEPTEMBER
1: Australian Forest Products
Association Gala Dinner and
Symposium – Parliament
House, Canberra, ACT. For
further information see:
www.ausfpa.com.au

OCTOBER
11-14: IFA/AFG national
conference ‘Your Forests,
Our Future’ – Country Club

Minister for Housing
Michael Sukkar said the
take-up of HomeBuilder
had achieved its goal of
encouraging those who had
pulled back from undertaking
a new build, or substantial
rebuild, when the pandemic
hit, to enter the market.
[Applications for the
program closed on April
14. As of April 9, Treasury
data shows that 121,363
property owners had applied

Tasmania, Launceston,
TAS, Australia. Open to
forest scientists, forestry
professionals and forest
growers. Call for abstracts
and sponsorship opportunities
will be released in coming
months. Contact Institute of
Foresters of Australia. Visit
www.forestry.org.au or phone
(03) 9695 8940.
16: TABMA QLD Awards
Dinner – Rydges South
Bank, Brisbane, QLD. 6.00pm
start. Contact Alicia Oelkers at
alicia@tabma.com.au

NOVEMBER
10-13: AUSTimber 2021
– Gormandale in eastern
Victoria between Yarram
and Traralgon. Nov. 10: Field
trips. Nov. 11: Field trips (site
visits by invitation). Welcome

for the program. Of these
99,253 applications had
been received for grants to
construct new homes while
22,110 related to grants to
renovate existing homes].
Housing Industry
Association managing
director Grahame Wolfe said
the uptake of HomeBuilder
has created a lifeline of
work for tradies and helped
support tens of thousands of
first-home buyers.

dinner. Nov. 12: Show day (9
am-5 pm0. Nov. 13: Show day
(9 am-3 pm). Contact Dionne
Olsen on +61 429 202 929 or
email austimber2020@afca.
asn.au
14-19: 2021 Gottstein
Trust Understanding Wood
Science Course – Albury,
NSW. November 14-15 based
in Albury with field trips to
northern Victoria. November
16-19: Guest lectures and field
trip, then relocate by coach
to Canberra for three days
including a laboratory day
and guest lectures at ANU,
and a formal course dinner
celebrating 50th Anniversary
of the trust. Detailed
information, registration and
the draft program:https://
gottsteintrust.org/course/
wood-science-courses/

“The announcement
reflects the government’s
commitment to support
builders and streamline
the delivery of the more
than 120,000 homes and
renovations now taking
advantage of the grant,” Mr
Wolfe said.
“The good work that
HomeBuilder has done to
stimulate the economy
and retain jobs will be fully
realised.”

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 GLOBAL

EVENTS LISTS MAY CHANGE DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING
AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES FOR UPDATES.
MAY
5-8: Forestry – Bridge to the Future –
University of Forestry, Sofia, Bulgaria
(To be held in a hybrid format.
Participants will have the choice of
attending in person or virtually). For
further information see: https://conf2020.
forestry-ideas.info/
24-25: International Conference on
Forestry Science and Silviculture
(ICFSS) – London, UK. World Academy
of Science, Engineering and Technology.
For further information see: https://waset.
org/forestry-science-and-silvicultureconference-in-may-2021-in-london
24-28: XV World Forestry Congress –
Seoul, South Korea. 15th World Forestry
Congress. The theme will be: Building a
green, healthy and resilient future with
forests. For further information see:
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.
html?act=view&aid=40

JUNE
15-16: Carbon Forestry Conference –
Rotorua, New Zealand. Changes to
legislation in relation to climate change
and emissions trading, including carbon
farming investment opportunities.
For further information see: https://
carbonforestry.events/
29-1: WoodEX for Africa – Gallagher
Convention Centre, Johannesburg,
South Africa. Long established as the
gateway to Africa’s timber trade, WoodEX
for Africa 2021 will be the ultimate
machinery, tools and supplies gathering
in Africa. Held in conjunction with the
2nd Deck & Flooring Expo and co-located
with Africa’s biggest construction expo,
African Construction Expo. For further
information see: https://woodexforafrica.
com/

shapes and forms (machinery, livestock
breeding, forestry, the agri-food industry,
horticulture, study, and R&D). For further
information see: http://www.libramontexhibition.com/
7-11: New Forest Folk Festival –
Powells Farm, Salisbury Road,
Plaitford, Romsey, UK. For
further information see: www.
newforestfolkfestival.co.uk
23-26: The International Forest
Festival – Feanedock National Forest,
Leicestershire. UK. Music, forests, art
and ideas. For further information see:
https://timberfestival.org.uk/

AUGUST
9-12: World Conference on Timber
Engineering – Santiago, Chile. Uruguay
XXI will host as part of its strategy to
promote investments in the forestry and
wood sector. This is the first time this
event is held in South America and will be
hosted by the Chilean capital. The main
topics that this conference will cover are
sustainable forests for timber production,
wood products and connections, wood
engineering and architecture, policy,
implementation and management,
education, promotion and future trends.
For further information see: www.
uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/

JULY

16-19: 20th Commonwealth Forestry
Conference – VIRTUAL EVENT. An
informal forum for foresters, and all those
with an interest in the forestry sector to
exchange knowledge and experience. It
is organized by the Standing Committee
on Commonwealth Forestry and covers
general aspects of forest management
and governance and has a focus on the
changing priorities of the forestry sector.
For further information see: https://
cfc2021.ubc.ca/

2-4: Foire De Libramont 2021 –
Libramont Exhibition & Congress, Rue
des Aubépines, 50 B-6800 Libramont,
Belgium. The Libramont agricultural,
forestry and agri-food fair is a huge
outdoor exhibition that offers a showcase
for the rural world in all its many

30-31: International Conference on
Forest Aesthetics and Site Preparation
– Australian Museum Sydney,
Australia. World Academy of Science,
Engineering and Technology. For further
information see:https://waset.org/
forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-

8
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conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney

SEPTEMBER
22-24: Natural resources, green
technology and sustainable
development GREEN2020 – Zagreb,
Croatia. Now rescheduled from last year.
For further information see: https://www.
sumins.hr/green2020/
27-1: LIGNA.21 Making more out
of wood – Hannover, Germany. For
further information see: https://www.
ligna.de/en/

OCTOBER
17-21: Prowood Ghent – Flanders
Expo, Maaltekouter 1, 9051 Ghent, East
Flanders, Flanders, Belgium. For further
information see: www.tradefairdates.
com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html
22-24: International Conference on
Forest Biodiversity and Sustainability
(ICFBS) – Dubrovnik, Croatia. World
Academy of Science, Engineering and
Technology. For further information see:
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-andsustainability-conference-in-october-2022in-dubrovnik
26-29: Woodworking Minsk – Sports
Complex, Pobeditelel 20/2 Minsk,
Belarus. International exhibition of
woodworking and furniture production.
For further information see: www.
tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/
Minsk.html

JANUARY 2022
28-29: International Conference
on Forest Resources Accounting
and Economics – Australia World
Academy of Science, Engineering and
Technology, Sydney, Australia. Forest
industry accounting, methodological and
issues and environmental accounting
for forestry. For further information
see; https://waset.org/forest-resourcesaccounting-and-economics-conference-injanuary-2022-in-sydney
• Please send events to John Halkett:
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com

FOREST CERTIFICATION

Comment invited on chain of custody
A REVISED draft of the
Australian Standard for Chain
of Custody for Forest and
Tree Based Products – AS
4707 – is open for public
comment.
The standard, along
with the Australian
Standard for Sustainable
Forest Management (AS
4708), were developed
by Responsible Wood as
key components of its
certification scheme.
AS / NZS 4707 underpins
the endorsement of the
PEFC Chain of Custody
of Forest and Tree Based

FEEDBACK ON
HOW STANDARD
CAN BE FURTHER
IMPROVED

and is accredited to develop
Australian standards in
accordance with standards
development procedures.

Products certification scheme
operating in Australia.
“The Responsible Wood
certification scheme is
recognised as a world
leader for natural and
plantation forests,” the chair
of the standard reference
committee Peter Zed said.
“The committee includes a
broad range of organisations
in Australia involved in
forest management,
forest research, auditing,
community, environmental,
indigenous and labour
unions,” he said.
“These organisations are
keen to get public feedback
on how the revised standard
can be further improved.”
The committee invites
public comment on the draft
standard to be submitted by
5 pm on June 25, preferably

Peter Zed… certification scheme
recognised as a world leader for
natural and plantation forests.

using the submission form
available from Responsible
Wood.
The review process
is being undertaken in
accordance with Standards
Australia procedures.
Responsible Wood is
accredited as a standards
development organisation

The Responsible Wood
Certification Scheme, of
which AS 4707 is a key
component, is accredited
by the Program for the
Endorsement of Forest
Certification, the world’s
largest certification system
for sustainable forest
management.
The standard reference
committee has sought to
ensure that the revised
standard (AS 4707) continues
to be consistent with PEFC
endorsement requirements.
The draft standard and
the submission form can
be downloaded from the
Responsible Wood website
responsiblewood.org.au

Our investment
in tomorrow
Gottstein Awards

CALLING FOR
APPLICATIONS
Applications for annual grants from the
J.W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund are open.
Committed to the Australian wood products and forest industries?
Want to improve your experience, skills, knowledge and networks?
If you’re a committed individual with ideas
to pursue, this may be the chance of a lifetime.
Three types of grants available – Fellowships, Scholarships
and Industry Skill Awards.
Full details and online application forms are available at www.gottsteintrust.org
No set prerequisites – each application will be evaluated.
Applications close 9.00am sharp on
Thursday, 20th May 2021.
Further information:
gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com or
Helen Murray +61 (0) 419 991 424.
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NEWS THE RESOURCE

safety breaches in
legal workplaces,”
AFCA general
manager Stacey
Gardiner said.

From P 3

He said Senator McKenzie’s
Bill affirmed the intended
operation of RFAs between
the state and federal
governments, not just in
Victoria but in Tasmania, NSW
and Western Australia.
“Under the RFAs, the state
environmental laws that the
commonwealth accredits
are designed to provide
equivalent environmental
protections as the EPBC Act
for threatened species, and
the commonwealth can review
at any time whether they are
being complied with,” Mr
Hampton said.
The Senate committee
hearing on Monday heard
disturbing examples of the

BILL AFFIRMS
INTENDED
OPERATION OF
RFAS BETWEEN
STATES AND
COMMONWEALTH

“These activities
are occurring within
heavy equipment
operating areas
and are often life
threatening and
risk serious injury.
Alarmingly, as part
of recent illegal
1

1/ Proposed legislation
will provide certainty for
Australia’s sustainable
certified native hardwood
timber industries.
2/ Stacey Gardiner.
3/ Monique Dawson.
4/ Michael O’Connor

illegal activity from
extremist groups
2
protesting native
timber harvesting
operations, including the
dangerous practice called
‘black wallabying’ in which
protestors conceal themselves
in dark clothing and covertly

3

4

enter active harvest sites,
often leaping out, ambushing
machines, and putting lives in
danger.

activities an individual brought
a toddler onto an active
operational forestry site.”

“Illegal protest activities
continue to create serious

• Timber NSW’s innovative
proposal, Page 11.

Have you liked our Facebook page yet?
Timber and Forestry Enews is on Facebook and would like to increase its reach to a wider
community. Please like and share our page so we can get the timber and forestry
message out to a bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave us a review.
Any timber or forestry topics you would like to see covered or want to share timber or
forestry related subjects you are passionate about, please let us know.

H3

H4

H5

H6

Its all about...

sustainability.

Tanalised®, symbolising sustainable outdoor wood products.
Proven protection solutions, enhancing the performance
of natural timber and wood products for over 70 years.
✓ Logs, posts and pole products
✓ Solid wood and timber products
✓ Engineered wood products
tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. © Lonza 2020
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NEWS THE RESOURCE

Timber NSW submission pricks ears in
Canberra during senate inquiry hearing

‘I have never heard such rubbish as eco-tourism jobs replacing industry jobs’
SENATORS
from Liberal,
Nationals, and
to some extent
the Greens, took
obvious interest
in an innovative
submission by
Timber NSW
at the Senate
inquiry hearings
in Canberra on
Monday.
The Senate's
Environment and
2
1
Communications
1/ Representing Timber NSW at the Senate committee hearings at Parliament House in Canberra on Monday… Maree
McCaskill, general manager, and legal adviser Stuart Coppock.
Legislation
2/ It’s about jobs… Andrew Hurford, Timber NSW chairman and managing director of the Hurford family sawmills in north
Committee
NSW, in the operator’s cabin of a twin log edger at the company’s Kyogle sawmill.
inquiry into the
Environment
Act, which shaped the
not occurred in relation to
EPBC Act for the forestry
Protection and Biodiversity
rights and responsibilities
a specific Victorian state
sector, which reflects the real
Conservation Amendment
of both the states and the
provision related to the
world ‘field conditions’ within
(Regional Forest Agreements) commonwealth around the
Leadbeater possum.
which best practice and
Bill 2020, introduced by
timber operations of both
endeavours are followed.
“Our
legal
advice
is
Senator Bridget McKenzie
state-owned and private
that
the
issue
is
squarely
“Our advice is this is
last year, took evidence
natural forests, interrelates
one
of
compliance,
with
something
that occurs in
during its hearings in
with the EPBC Act.
an
RFA
being
necessary
a
range
of
other
legislation
Canberra on Monday (See P
“The purpose of the RFA
to
gain
and
maintain
the
and
is
an
accepted
method,
3).
Act is to wrap the federal
conditional waiver from EPBC so it should be familiar
Evidence provided by
and state requirements for
to parliamentarians,” Ms
Act approval (i.e. the dual
Timber NSW general
the authorised native or
McCaskill said.
approval) in relation to the
manager Maree McCaskill
natural forestry operations
protection of threatened,
“The public wants and
and legal adviser Stuart
into one spot – including
vulnerable and near extinct
expects
assurance that the
Coppock went well beyond
coverage of environmental
species as listed in the
conduct
of forest operations
Senator McKenzie’s
protections through bi-lateral
EPBC Act,” Ms McCaskill
for
forest
management and
amendments and “will
(commonwealth-state)
submitted.
timber
harvest
meet the
preserve the intent of
agreements,” Ms McCaskill
standards
of
the
day and the
the RFA Act and ensure
said.
industry
wants
to
show its
A
COMPLEX
alignment with the EPBC
The Timber NSW
credentials
in
environmental
AREA OF
Act”.
submission highlights that
performance.
LEGISLATION
“Realistically, the politics of the forestry industry is given
“Reference to a set of
a government losing face to
a ‘conditional waiver’ (as
standards
in the EPBC Act
support a private members
opposed to an exemption)
The Timber NSW proposal
will
bring
the
legislation from
bill, tabled by one of its own
for dual consent in a forestry
offers a robust solution in
1999
into
the
present day.”
is zero,” Ms McCaskill said.
operation in Section 38(1) of
one legislative package that
In addition, in front of the
“A better way forward is
the EPBC Act provided it acts “removes ambiguity and
Senate
hearing, Ms McCaskill
needed.”
“in accordance with an RFA.”
should not be contentious”.
called out the environmental
It suggests that a national
Ms MCaskill said it
The 2020 Federal Court
activists on the “myth that
was a complex area of
environmental (compliance)
judgement against Victoria’s
legislation where the RFA
industry held that this had
Cont P 12
standard be inserted into the
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close and personal
with a koala and
have a picture
taken, not hike for
days and weeks
though 300,000
ha of national park
looking for one –
that is a very niche
market of tourists.”

From P 11

eco-tourism jobs make up
for industry wide job losses
when ideas such as the
Great Koala National Park get
promoted.”
In her 50 years as an
advocate in the non-profit
sector covering animal
welfare, conservation,
zoological parks, agriculture,
forestry and industry Ms
McCaskill says she has
constantly heard this myth
rolled out in all the debates.
“I have never heard such
rubbish about eco-tourism

THE PUBLIC
WANTS AND
EXPECTS
ASSURANCE
ON CONDUCT
OF FOREST
OPERATIONS
From P 6

“I cannot think of a better
example of the heights
that industry and research
institutions can achieve when
they join forces to pursue
their dreams of making
sustainable buildings a
reality. And similarly, I cannot
think of a better symbol of
the importance of having
architects and engineers work
together to the design of the
future of sustainable built
environment,” said Professor

12

Tourists get up close to a koala… in a tourist park.

jobs replacing industry jobs
in remote and rural regional
Australia. It just doesn’t
happen. And when you
have a major incident like
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
industry that has suffered
is tourism while the timber
industry has continued
employing people, providing

shelter and earning revenue
for the economy.

Prato.

timber as a sustainable and
ideal building solution,”
Mr Baber said.

The principal architect for
the project Kim Baber of
Baber Studio said international
benchmarks of similar
facilities built using mass
timber in Europe and North
America were researched
ahead of design getting under
way.
“It was important for us
to understand what has
worked well overseas with a
number of similar use facilities
already demonstrating mass
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“Meanwhile, there are ecotourist resorts going bankrupt
or into administration right
now,” Ms McCaskill said.
“International and most
domestic tourists want to
come into an area and get up

“We then considered the
brief from QFES and the
current site limitations in
order to design a replacement
facility which will meet the
very specific needs of the first
responders and coordinators
of emergency response for
the region while protecting
the heritage value,” he said.
“It has been a collaborative
and fascinating journey and

Ms McCaskill
also rejected
claims made
earlier in the
hearing, when
Professor David
Lindenmayer
said that 80% of
all NSW native
harvested timber went into
woodchips.
“The real figure is closer
to 25-30%,” she said. “High
and low quality sawlogs
combined is about 63%.
The remaining balance is
firewood, fencing and
the like.”
I am delighted to learn that
building contracts are now in
place and this showcase of
innovation and sustainability
will be constructed in the
heart of Maryborough.”
The complex uses
timber certified under
the Responsible Wood
certification scheme, using
timber that is sourced from
forests that is certified to
the Australian standard
for Sustainable Forest
Management.

SPECIAL FEATURE ITREAT TIMBER

MALAYSIAN
TIMBERS

THE PREFERRED
CHOICE
Sustainable
Renewable
Versatile
Durable
Diverse

The remarkable performance characteristics of
Malaysian timbers have allowed architects and designers
globally to feature timber in time-transcending designs
that match beauty with functionality.

Your go-to resource for information on
Malaysian timbers

www.mtc.com.my
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TPAA BI-MONTHLY BULLETIN

What about a ‘garden grade’ product
that doesn’t comply with the standard?
You could still have sleeper-sized material for retaining walls over a metre high
leads to unprotected nondurable wood, which leads to
premature failure in service,
which in turn leads to a bad
reputation for preserved
wood.

A COLLEAGUE told me many
years ago that sawmilling is
a reasonably straight forward
activity. All you have to do is
turn a round thing into square
or rectangular things, while
getting as much usable wood
out of a log as possible.

This reputation impacts on
all preserved wood products –
not just landscape products!

Getting as much usable
wood out of a log as possible
inevitably means that some
output off the saw finishes up
containing a lot of heartwood.
I asked a large pine miller
about reducing the amount of
heartwood in pine sleepers,
and the response was that
they need to include the lower
value core wood from the
sawlog to maximise recovery
($) from the material being
cut up.
As a rule, you can’t get
wood preservative into
heartwood using conventional
timber treatment methods.
There are some processes
that get some preservative
into the heartwood and I
have been told that you can
penetrate the heartwood
from some stands of radiata.
However, most of my
experience is that heartwood
is virtually impenetrable with
wood preservatives applied
with vacuum pressure
processes.
While landscaping products
such as sleepers, fence
palings and fence rails are lowvalue items, they are produced

The cat’s out of the bag… amazing performance out of CCA-treated
fence palings, some of which were more than 80% unpenetrated.

in such large volumes that
these landscaping products
are a reasonably-sized market.
The best way to make
money from low-value
products is to increase
product turnover. Increased
product turnover in the
treatment plant means that
the timber treater will not
spend the time (or money) to
properly prepare the timber
before putting it through the
plant. Proper preparation
involves stripping the timber
to allow unrestricted fluid flow
and drying down to give the
preserving liquid some place

BEST WAY TO MAKE
MONEY IS TO
INCREASE TURNOVER

JACK’S RANT

With JACK NORTON
Secretary, TPAA

to go in the wood.
I won’t say it’s a perfect
storm, but not only is
there a lot of heartwood
in landscaping products
but the timber is usually
way too wet for effective
penetration of the preserving
solution. Poor penetration

Having said this, I have
personally experienced
amazing performance out of
CCA-treated fence palings,
some of which were more
than 80% unpenetrated. How
do I know this? Because I
checked.
I wonder if it would be
appropriate to have a ‘garden
grade’ preserved product that
does not claim to comply with
the timber treatment standard
AS/NZS1604.
You could still have sleeper
sized material for retaining
walls over a meter high. Once
more than a meter high, the
retaining wall becomes an
engineered structure and
as such must be treated to
H5. Even under the current
situation, retaining walls over a
meter high must be treated to
H5 – but this has a number of
road blocks.
Builders and developers
opt for the ‘cheaper’ H4
product and perhaps, more
importantly, you can’t easily
get H5 treated wood from the
usual sources.
Food for thought…

Timber preservation - Conserving the
nation's heritage. Visit us at tpaa.com.au
14
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TOTAL FORESTRY SOLUTIONS.
Tigercat offers a full range of premium quality, purpose-built forestry machines specialized
for high production applications. Tigercat customers are fully covered by Onetrak’s aftersales
support including comprehensive field service capabilities, workshop facilities nationally, and
an extensive parts distribution network Australia-wide.
Contact Onetrak today for all your forestry equipment needs.

1300 727 520

WWW.ONETRAK.COM.AU

www.tigercat.com
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COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

Future Timber Hub workshop responds
to research needs in mass timber sector
United face-to-face gathering of industry leaders as Covid restrictions lifted

PROJECT
leaders,
industry and
institutional
partners and
academics
came together
as a united
group at a
collaborative
workshop
in Brisbane
1
2
1/ Brought together at last… workshop participants take a break in proceedings.
last Thursday
2/ Mick Stephens, Timber Queensland, Dave Gover, AKD, and Associate Professor in Structural Engineering Benoit Gilbert,
organised by
Griffith University.
the Centre for
Future Timber
Hyne Timber/ XLam, Arup.
School of Civil Engineering
future landscape.
Structures / Future Timber
head of school Professor
For many, the future
This set the scene … an
Hub.
Carlo Prato and Centre for
landscape session was
in-depth overview of the
The workshop brought
Future Timber Structures
the highlight of the day
current ARC Future Timber
academics and Industry
board member Professor
Hub research projects, where where participants broke
together to define the
Keith Crews.
each project leader presented into research groups for a
research needs in Australia
The workshop started
more in-depth discussion
on what has worked, what
and the Pacific region.
with timber associations
of research needs in the
should be continued or
Fifty percent of the 90presenting their vision for
following areas: timber
expanded
and
what
are
plus attendees were from
the use of timber in the
circular economy; technical
considered ongoing research
Industry which highlights the
construction sector and
compliance and performance
priorities. This was followed
want (and need) for further
included Gavin Matthew,
– fire; technical compliance
by
focused
sessions
on
the
research in the use of timber
EWPAA, Damien Crough,
and performance - structure,
in the construction sector.
prefabAUS, Simon Dorries,
acoustics; durability, weather
VISIONS FOR USE
The workshop was held at
Responsible Wood, Mick
and hygrothermal protection;
The University of Queensland Stephens,Timber Queensland
OF TIMBER IN
pre-fabrication and design for
which enabled participants to
CONSTRUCTION
and Chris Lafferty, FWPA
manufacture and assembly
join from across Australia and followed by input from the
SECTOR
the world, virtually, via Zoom
CFTS board – DAF, Lendlease,
Cont P 17
technology.
Around 45
participants
attended in
person, which
was timely as
Queensland
had eased
its Covid-19
restrictions at 6
am on the day.
The attendees
were welcomed
by the
University of
Queensland’s
16

3

4

1/ Dr Lisa Ottenhaus, lecturer at UQ teaching design of timber structures, Dr Luis Yerman, Research Fellow in Timber
Durability at UQ, and Kelly Rischmiller, manager, ARC Future Timber Hub and Centre for Future Timber Structures.
2/ Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) forest product innovations team… Dr Chandan Kumar, Dr Tim
Smith, Tony Dakin, Dr Maryam Shirmohammadi, Adam Faircloth, Bill Leggate, and Dr Rob McGavin.
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GINGKO

2021 Asia Pacific WoodChip & biomass Trade Review
DANA Publishing

This new review is now in pre-publication. Includes 14 chapters as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

STOP PRESS
Introduction
Markets – Japan
Markets – Mainland China
Markets – Other Asia
Markets – Asia Europe Biomass
Supply – North America
Supply – Latin America

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supply – Oceania
Supply – Asia
Supply – Africa
Woodchip Supply to Europe
Seaborne Woodchip Transportation
Conclusions and Predictions 2021-2025
Contacts Registry

LE
B
A
L
I
AVA
!
NOW

See brochure with order form here or order online here

Subscrib
er
2021 M s receive
o
YTD ch nthly and
ip expo
rt and
import
data file

New pulp export and possible woodchip
import port terminal of the APP OKI Pulpmill in
Indonesia - the world’s largest at 2.8 million TPY
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TO ORDER CLICK HERE OR CONTACT DEBBIE GOW

info@dana.co.nz
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From P 16

+ advanced
technologies
(automation in
construction)
and digital tools
for construction;
alternate
applications for
timber products.
Outcomes of
the workshop are
now being developed into a
‘workshop summary’ which
will include key research
priorities and how these can
align with and contribute
to the R&D strategies of
FWPA and other industry
associations.
This will assist in funding
further research proposals
for the CFTS/FTH in 2021,
including an application for an
ARC Industrial Transformation
Research Hub.
The CFTS/FTH aims to
serve as an enabler for

A FANTASTIC
GATEWAY TO
DIRECT CHANGE

1

2

1/ Kim Baber, UQ Fellow in Civil Engineering and
Architecture, Professor Jeff Morrell, director, National
Centre for Timber Durability and Design Life, Professor
Keith Crews, UQ Honorary Professor and Stephen
Dayus, Wesbeam and CFTS board member.
2/ Matthew Smith, Multinail, Dr Felix Wiesner,
UQ lecturer in Timber Engineering, and David van
Drimmelen, UQ School of Civil Engineering research
scholar.
3/ Dr Paola Leardini, master program director at
UQ School of Architecture, with Dr Cristyn Meath,
UQ research program leader and sustainability and
research fellow.
3

timber to become a primary
construction material for
complex infrastructure in
Australia by maximising
its performance and
environmental credentials.
One thing is for certain…
the CFTS/FTH has formed
an excellent collaboration
to further the advocacy of

timber and
removal of
barriers to its use.
Participant Danielle Pacella
from Jackson Clements
Burrows Architects summed
it up perfectly: “It was
thoroughly interesting,
informative and a fantastic
gateway to directing change
and research in the (mass)

timber industry.”
For further information
please visit www.
futuretimberhub.org
(More reports next issue).
• Timber&Forestry enews
thanks Kelly Rischmiller,
manager, ARC Future Timber
Hub and Centre for Future
Timber Structures, for her
assistance in presenting this
excellent report.

More visibility needed in global timber trade
THE Timber and Technology
Conference in Stockholm this
week saw industry leaders
sharing strategies for visibility,
automation, and collaboration
in the face of increased
volatility that has forced the
wood industry to innovate at
an unprecedented pace.
Deputy CEO at global
timber importer and distributor
Robelbois said the conference
helped merge how the
industry is performing
overall and how it can be
improved through supply chain
technologies.
The conference was also an
opportunity for companies to
take stock of 2020, compare
notes, and process the lasting
18

reported similar trends but
with a regional resurgence
thanks to improving security
and economic outlook.

impact of the
pandemic on the
timber industry.
Conference
delegates focused
on democratising
information across
the industry,
including timber
producers,
sawmills, importers
and forwarders.
Yang Junyi
from the China
Timber and Wood Products
Distribution Association said
transportation bottlenecks
across the shipping and
railway networks increased
competition for inventory from
other countries, driving up
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prices. She noted that
US monetary policy has made
timber both more expensive
and more complicated to
come by.
Timber industry stakeholders
in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) markets

Blockchain based trade
document platform CargoX
also shared important news
about Egypt’s new regulations
on electronic documents
and customs declarations,
which will affect all imports
starting July 1. The Egyptian
Ministry of Finance will soon
require a unique customs
registration number for each
incoming shipment imported
to be included on all shipping
documents. The ACI system is
based on making the shipment
data available to customs
before shipping from the
country of export.

ON THE ROAD WITH ORSON WHIELS HYUNDAI I30 ACTIVE

Smooth sailing in Hyundai’s i30 sedan
“CROOK as an old sea dog
after my Covid jab but Eileen
is bright as a button …
otherwise smooth sailing.”
You’d be sure it was Michael
Caine on the line, but born
in Brixton, South London,
Brian Hunt’s cockney accent
is still clear as a ship’s bell.
The 86-year-old president of
the SE Queensland Vindicatrix
Mariners Association was
on his way to take the flag
to half-mast at the mariners’
monument at Point Danger
on the Gold Coast to
commemorate the death of
another seaman Prince Philip,
the Duke of Edinburgh.

Hyundai CN7.V1 i30 Active… attracting small-car sedan buyers.

This Hyundai sedan offers
a compelling option to the
hatchback. It’s a front-wheel
drive four-door job from Korea
with five seats, starting at
aroud $30,790.

Hyundai has
installed lots
of safety gear
into all variants.
The new
Brian Hunt… memorial
SmartSense
to merchant mariners.
suite includes
and runs a high compression
autonomous
ratio of 10.8:1. Hyundai claims
emergency braking with
highway consumption at
pedestrian and cyclist
5.3L/100 km or 10L/ 100 km in detection, driver attention
warning, adaptive cruise
the city. Vehicle travel range is
control on all auto models,
around 672 km.
and lane keep and lane tracing
The Hyundai sedan borrows
aids, all as standard.
the same name as one of

Powered by a 2L inline 4
engine with 117 kW at 6200
rpm and 191 Nm at 4500 rpm
via a six-speed auto, it features
variable valve timing, a
continuously variable oil pump,

Australia’s most popular
small hatchbacks, the i30,
but from there the sedan is
quite a different option, based
on the company’s latest K3
platform, which is essentially

Made from an old anchor,
the momument stands as a
memory of merchant mariners
from all over the world who
have died since 1788.
As an honorary member of
the association I introduced
yet another seafarer to the
mariners a couple of years ago
– John Crooke of Queensland
Sawmills. They were raising
money to build the monument
by running charity sausagesizzles at Bunnings on a
Saturday.
“You’ll never do it,” said
John who promptly wrote a
cheque for $12,000 to kick off
the project.
So … in a navy blue 2021
Hyundai CN7.V1 i30 Active we

an evolution of
the hatchback’s
K2 platform.
Either in Active
or Elite form
the i30 sedan
stands out with
a distinctive
front grille that’s
filled with what
Hyundai calls
“parametric
dynamics”. The
new aircraftstyle gear
selector and
low-set dash
provide a sense
of spaciousness.

Spacious… inside i30 Active.

raised anchor and re-visited
the site to join in a salute.

Those in the small car
market, or even a mid-sizer,
will find the new i30 sedan a
convincing package.
So let’s get Active … and
cruise.
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