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THE South-East Queensland 
regional forestry hub took a 
big step forward last week 
with the appointment of 
the management team to 
implement and progress 
further development of the 
industry in the region.

The forestry hub is part of 
a network of hubs funded by 
the federal government, with 
$1 million in seed funding 
for the south-east hub to 
leverage and implement 
projects to boost productivity 
and growth in the sector.

After a thorough selection 
process by the regional 
steering committee, Kerry 
Fullarton has been appointed 
hub manager.

Kerry has more than 
30 years’ experience as a 
senior manager for a range 
of government-sponsored 
and private sector projects. 
With a strong background in 
stakeholder engagement and 
project management, she 
has delivered a broad range 
of skills-based and business 
outcomes in the local area.

“I very much look forward 
to reaching out and meeting 
with local companies and 

stakeholders to further grow 
the forest and timber industry 
in the region,” Mrs Fullarton 
said.

“A key task will be to look 
at the opportunities and 
challenges for the industry 
going forward, and to 
prioritise key projects that can 
help boost industry growth 
and investment,” she said.

Mrs Fullerton will be 
assisted by Mark Diedrichs 
in the part-time role of 
technical adviser to the hub. 

He has extensive commercial 
industry experience working 
within Australia and New 
Zealand with relevant 
qualifications in economics 
and forestry.

Mr Diedrichs will provide 
technical and commercial 
expertise to the deliberations 

of the steering 
committee and 
management 
team, as well 
as with project 
proponents.

“Being part 
of an integrated 
team will provide 
significant value 
to the aims and 
goals of the 
south-east hub, 
and assist in the 
implementation of 
key projects,” he 
said.

Timber 
Queensland has 
partnered with the 

federal government for the 
delivery of both the South-
East Queensland and North 
Queensland hubs. Regional 
hubs are a key action under 
the federal government’s 
National Forest Industries 
Plan.

SE Queensland joins nine 
forestry hubs in key forestry 
regions throughout Australia, 
established as part of the 
federal government's 2018 
forest policy commitments – 
South West WA, the Green.

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.
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REGIONAL NEWS

SE Qld forestry hub management team
takes big step to progress development

BOOSTING
INDUSTRY
GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT

Moving forward on South-East Queensland regional forestry hub … technical adviser 
Mark Diedrichs and hub manager Kerry Fullarton.
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THE recent Clean 
up Australia Day 
saw a fleet of 
4WDs converge 
in the popular 
Olney state 
forests to remove 
a staggering eight 
tonnes of illegally 
dumped rubbish.  

The event was 
organised by the 
Hunter Region 
4WD Council, with 
volunteers from 
six of the 4WD 
clubs affiliated 
with the peak 
user group Four 
Wheel Drive NSW & ACT 
participating in the event.

The Regional Illegal 
Dumping (RID) squads, 
Lake Macquarie City Council 
and the NSW Forestry 
Corporation supported 
the day is grateful for 
the volunteers’ efforts, 
said Forestry Corporation 
partnerships leader Michael 
Hill.  

“We really appreciate 
everyone’s support over 
Clean Up Australia Day, 
particularly volunteers from 
Port Hunter 4WD Club, 
Hornsby-Kuring-gai 4WD 
Club, Land Rover Owners 
Club Sydney, Gold Eagles 
4WD Club, Newcastle & 
District 4WD Club and 
Central Coast 4WD Club,”  

Mr Hill said.  

This was the sixth Clean 
Up Australia Event organised 
by the Hunter Region 4WD 
Council, said organiser Noel 
Skimmings.  

“All up we saw 50 
volunteers from the seven 
clubs join forces to make a 
huge improvement to our 
natural environment,” he said.

The rubbish removed from 
the forest included over 
eight tonnes of mixed waste, 
1.6 tonnes of scrap steel 
(separated and recycled) and 
around 150 tyres.  

“With good weather 
and a fantastic crew of 
volunteers, we have had our 
most successful clean up 
day to date; thanks to the 
many hands who made this 
possible,” Mr Skimmings 
said.  

The event also saw RID 

squads on site to support the 
local effort. The squads are 
regionally-based teams that 
specialise in combating and 
preventing illegal dumping.  

The RID squad is a joint 
program between local 
councils and the NSW EPA, 
funded by the waste levy.   

“We’re really pleased 
with the results and ask for 
everyone’s help in keeping 
these areas free from rubbish 
by reporting details of any 
illegal dumping they witness 
or discover,” Michael said.  

“If you see dumping or find 
any illegally dumped material, 
please report it to the Report 
Illegal Dumping Line on 131 
555 or ridonline.epa.nsw.gov.
au”  

To find out more how 
Forestry Corporation works 
with the community to 
protect State forests, visit 
www.forestry.corporation.
com.au

COMMUNITY ACTION

(02) 6285 3833

enquiries@ausfpa.com.au 

www.ausfpa.com.au

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

VOLUNTEERS
PITCH IN
FROM SEVEN
CLUBS IN
THE HUNTER

Some of the action from Clean Up Australia Day event in the Olney State Forest.

4WD squads doing their best to clear
dumped waste from Olney state forest
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WOODSOLUTIONS and 
the mid-rise advisory 
team congratulate LIAN 
and Spiral Architects Lab 
for successful wins in the 
Victorian government’s 
Future Homes Design 
competition.

The goal was to create 
superior, sustainable and 
functional apartment 
buildings, and for that all 
the winners deserve great 
commendation.

“WoodSolutions is 
proud of supporting both 
LIAN and Spiral Architects 
with their innovative and 
creative design submissions,” 
Jennifer Cunich, lead program 
development manager of the 
mid-rise team, said.

“Incorporating timber into 

these structures will minimise 
their carbon emissions in a 
cost-effective and circular 
manner,” she said.

The former CEO of the 
Australian Institute of 
Architects Jennifer Cunich 
heads a mid-rise team of 
specialists in timber … from 
design and engineering to 
costing, and they act as 
advisers and facilitators 
helping project teams optimise 
and realise the benefits of 
timber systems.

Competitors in the mid-
rise competition were tasked 
with designing buildings for 
social housing that would 
address a new approach 
to safe and sustainable 
buildings that could fit 
effortlessly into various 
suburbs across Melbourne 
and greater Victoria. The 
design competition called for 

open-floor plans 
for residents 
and spaces that 
will encourage 
interaction in 
communal 
areas, while still 
maintaining safety 
and security 
standards for the 
residents.

The objective 
is to create 
liveable, buildable 
and replicable 
homes that are 
cost effective and 
enduring. These 

designers have created spaces 
for inhabitants that are safer, 
greener and smarter.

“Gone are the days of 
tall, vertical buildings with 
tiny windows …in its place 
are three-storey buildings 
with modernised designs 
for healthy living,” said 
Eileen Newbury, national 
program manager for the 
WoodSolutions brand 
who is also marketing and 
communications manager at 
Forest and Wood Products 
Australia.

During the preliminary 
design phase, the MAP team 
was able to provide advice 
on how to mix and match 
different engineered wood 
products that would optimise 
each of the designs for timber 
structures.

After the two teams were 
shortlisted, the MAP team 

TIMBER IN ARCHITECTURE

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483 

tabmatraining.edu.au

TA B M A  T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions

Flexible training delivery

Highly skilled trainers

NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450 
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE 

SPACES FOR
INHABITANTS THAT 
ARE GREENER 
AND SMARTER

Future Home Design winners achieve
goal of sustainable apartment building

1/   LIAN and Spiral Architects… 
innovative and creative design 
submissions.
2/   Jennifer Cunich…architects 
Incorporating timber into struc-
tures to minimise their carbon 
emissions.

1

2

Cont P 5

http://www.tabmatraining.edu.au
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THE Tasmanian Forest 
Products Association will work 
with the elected government 
after the May 1 election “to 
build our world-class forestry 
industry and that includes 
hardwood and softwood 
plantations, and hardwood 
native forestry”.

“We know the major parties 
support forestry through 
the recent setting up of the 
Parliamentary Friends of 
Forestry,” CEO Nick Steel said.

He said Tasmania’s ongoing 
housing crisis and the 
availability and affordability of 
building materials highlighted 
the forest industry’s vital role 
in solving this issue.

“The forestry industry is an 
important part of the solution 
and by increasing supply of 
locally-grown and sustainably 
managed timber more homes 

can be built –affordably and 
sustainably,” Mr Steel said.

“The forest industry plays a 
critical role in reducing carbon 
emissions. Native forestry 
and plantation forestry are 
carbon positive industries. 
We know there is capacity 
in the industry which can 
be unlocked with the right 

policies, 
regulatory 
framework, 
and investment.”

The election was brought 
forward after the state 
government was plunged  
into minority when Speaker 
Sue Hickey was sacked from 
the Tasmanian Liberals on 

March 21.

The election will be the first 
time Peter Gutwein faces 
voters as premier.

His handling of the Covid 
pandemic resonated with 
voters, with polling by 
EMRS showing he was the 
preferred premier for 61% 
of Tasmanians in February, 
up from 39% in March 2020 
at the beginning of the 
pandemic.

His rating is more than 
double that of Opposition 
Leader Rebecca White, who 
was nominated as preferred 
premier by 26% of Tasmanians 
in the EMRS polling.

The polls aren’t as flattering 
for his party, but 52% voters 
polled in February said they 
supported the Liberal Party, 
the same result recorded in 
November 2020.

was able to provide costing 
and constructability estimates 
and suggest the appropriate 
detailing to achieve the 
structural, fire, acoustic and 
durability performances that 

they were targeting. They also 
organised workshops with 
four potential suppliers of 
engineered wood products so 
that the teams could also gain 
insight and industry feedback.

The winners now have 
the opportunity to work 

alongside the Department 
of Environment Land Water 
and Planning and the Office 
of the Victorian Government 
Architect to polish their plans 
and create models of their 
design. WoodSolutions and 
the MAP team look forward 

to offering their continued 
support for this important and 
exciting project.

If you have a project that 
needs consultation, reach out 
to the WoodSolutions MAP 
team at Mid-Rise Advisory 
Program.

You can be assured that wood carrying the  
Responsible Wood mark has come from certified 
Australian forests that are sustainably managed  

to the highest global standards.

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

Wildlife Retreat at Taronga, NSW

INDUSTRY NEWS

From P 4

May 1 election: forestry is part of the
solution to Tasmania’s housing crisis

1/   TFPA chair Bryan Hayes (left) and CEO Nick Stee.  
2/   Peter Gutwein… leading in polls.

1

2
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INDUSTRY 
indexes for 
new orders, 
employment and 
supplier deliveries 
all hit record 
highs in March 
as house builders 
nationwide 
scrambled to 
commence 
residential 
projects as soon 
as possible in 
order to meet the 
final HomeBuilder 
deadline.

Conditions 
were positive 
but slower in apartment 
building, commercial 
building and engineering 
construction, according to 
the the Australian Industry 
Group/Housing Industry 
Association Australian 
performance of construction 
index, which climbed by 
4.4 points to 61.8 in March, 
delivering the strongest 
monthly result in the index's 
history.

Ai Group head of policy 
Peter Burn said the already 
fast-paced improvement in 

the construction industry 
lifted another gear in 
March with a record rise 
in the Australian PCI. All 
four construction sectors 
trended higher led by house 
building and engineering 
construction.

Employment grew at 
the most rapid pace in the 
history of the series and 
wages rose faster than at 
any time since the GFC.

Input prices surged due 
to a combination of high 
demand, supply constraints 
and rising freight costs for 

imported inputs. New orders 
went through the roof in 
March in part fuelled by 
the looming cut offs for the 
HomeBuilder program.

“While this surge in new 
orders is very likely to fade 
from here on, work will 
continue to flow through 
construction supply chains 

for many months 
and will provide 
ongoing stimulus 
to the sector 
and the broader 
economy," Dr 
Burn said.

HIA economist 
Angela Lillicrap 
says the new 
highs reached in 
housing activity 
are consistent 
with the other 
leading indicators, 
including HIA's 
new home sales 
survey and ABS 
building approvals 

data.

“Activity is being 
driven to new heights 
by a combination of the 
HomeBuilder program, 
record low interest rates and 
shifts in population away 
from apartments and capital 
cities towards detached 
housing and regional area,” 
Ms Lillicrap said.

“The record volume of 
work will see home building 
absorb workers from across 
the economy in 2021 and 
into 2022,” she said.

INDUSTRY NEWS

STRONGEST
MONTHLY
RESULT IN
HISTORY

Professional Tools
Australia-wide delivery!
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planting, pruning &

measuring equipment
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www.forestrytools.com.au

Tel:  02 9417 7751
Fax: 02 9417 7426

PO Box 870
Willoughby NSW 2068

Cant & Peavey Hooks

Logrite Cant & Peavey hooks
42” & 60” models. Light but very strong

Made in USA 

Haglof Tree Calipers

Strong, lightweight Swedish
made aluminium tree calipers

6 sizes from 40cm-127cm

Clinometers & Height Meters

Suunto Tandem
Compass/Clino

Tough US made
logging tapes

Diameter & Logging Tapes

Steel & fibreglass
diameter tapes

Tree Planting Equipment

Bushpro spades, genuine Pottiputki tree 
planters, kidney trays, planting belts, 

planting bags, fertiliser bags
 & Hamilton tree planters

Pro-Pruner

NZ made lopper designed
 for lift pruning of pine & eucalypts

Nikon
Forestry Pro

Haglof
Vertex IV

Haglof
Laser Geo

New orders, supplier deliveries hit
record highs in assistance scramble

http://www.forestrytools.com.au
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 AUSTRALASIA 

TCA has a clear view to the future

MAY
20: Close of 2021 Gottstein 
fellowships, industry awards 
and scholarships – ONLINE.  
Entries currently open. 
Contact gottsteinsecretary@
gmail.com or Helen Murray on 
+61 419 991 424. Details visit: 
gottsteintrust.org/fellowships/

JUNE
16–18: TABMA National 
Conference – Oaks Cypress 
Lakes Resort, Hunter Valley, 
NSW. Celebrating our 80th 
year, the conference will aim 
to “honour our past, treasure 
the present and shape the 
future“ of our industry. 
Our daytime sessions will 
concentrate on “shaping 
the future”, with keynote 
speaker Claire Madden 
talking Generation Z. Gala 

dinner “honouring our past 
and treasuring the present”. 
Includes the 2020 Andrew 
Bone TABMA Member of The 
Year, TABMA Industry Legends 
and Trainee and Apprentice 
Member of The Year awards. 
For more information or to 
book visit https:// tabma.com.
au/2021-national[1]conference/ 
or contact Alicia Oelkers at 
alicia@tabma.com.auu 

SEPTEMBER
1: Australian Forest Products 
Association Gala Dinner and 
Symposium – Parliament 
House, Canberra, ACT. For 
further information see:  
www.ausfpa.com.au 

OCTOBER
11-14: IFA/AFG national 
conference ‘Your Forests, 
Our Future’ – Country Club 

Tasmania, Launceston, 
TAS, Australia. Open to 
forest scientists, forestry 
professionals and forest 
growers. Call for abstracts 
and sponsorship opportunities 
will be released in coming 
months. Contact Institute of 
Foresters of Australia. Visit 
www.forestry.org.au or phone 
(03) 9695 8940.

16: TABMA QLD Awards 
Dinner – Rydges South 
Bank, Brisbane, QLD. 6.00pm 
start. Contact Alicia Oelkers at 
alicia@tabma.com.au

NOVEMBER
10-13: AUSTimber 2021 
– Gormandale in eastern 
Victoria between Yarram 
and Traralgon. Nov. 10: Field 
trips. Nov. 11: Field trips (site 
visits by invitation). Welcome 

dinner. Nov. 12: Show day (9 
am-5 pm0. Nov. 13: Show day 
(9 am-3 pm). Contact Dionne 
Olsen on +61 429 202 929 or 
email austimber2020@afca.
asn.au

14-19: 2021 Gottstein 
Trust Understanding Wood 
Science Course – Albury, 
NSW. November 14-15 based 
in Albury with field trips to 
northern Victoria. November 
16-19: Guest lectures and field 
trip, then relocate by coach 
to Canberra for three days 
including a laboratory day 
and guest lectures at ANU, 
and a formal course dinner 
celebrating 50th Anniversary 
of the trust. Detailed 
information, registration and 
the draft program:https://
gottsteintrust.org/course/
wood-science-courses/

Help guide the 
future direction of 
FWPA and build a 
stronger sector
How can the industry support the 
ongoing success of the Australian 
forest and wood products sector?

Complete the 
online survey here

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
mailto:gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com
https://tabma.com.au/2021-national
https://tabma.com.au/2021-national
mailto:alicia@tabma.com.auu
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
http://www.forestry.org.au
mailto:alicia@tabma.com.au
mailto:austimber2020@afca.asn.au
mailto:austimber2020@afca.asn.au
https://gottsteintrust.org/course/wood-science-courses/
https://gottsteintrust.org/course/wood-science-courses/
https://gottsteintrust.org/course/wood-science-courses/
http://www.gottsteintrust.org/fellowships/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FWPAstratplan
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MAY
5-8: Forestry – Bridge to the Future – 
University of Forestry, Sofia, Bulgaria 
(To be held in a hybrid format. 
Participants will have the choice of 
attending in person or virtually). For 
further information see: https://conf2020.
forestry-ideas.info/

24-25: International Conference on 
Forestry Science and Silviculture 
(ICFSS)  – London, UK. World Academy 
of Science, Engineering and Technology. 
For further information see: https://waset.
org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-
conference-in-may-2021-in-london

24-28: XV World Forestry Congress – 
Seoul, South Korea. 15th World Forestry 
Congress. The theme will be: Building a 
green, healthy and resilient future with 
forests. For further information see: 
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.
html?act=view&aid=40

JUNE
15-16: Carbon Forestry Conference  – 
Rotorua, New Zealand. Changes to 
legislation in relation to climate change 
and emissions trading, including carbon 
farming investment opportunities. 
For further information see: https://
carbonforestry.events/

29-1: WoodEX for Africa – Gallagher 
Convention Centre, Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Long established as the 
gateway to Africa’s timber trade, WoodEX 
for Africa 2021 will be the ultimate 
machinery, tools and supplies gathering 
in Africa. Held in conjunction with the 
2nd Deck & Flooring Expo and co-located 
with Africa’s biggest construction expo, 
African Construction Expo. For further 
information see: https://woodexforafrica.
com/

JULY
2-4: Foire De Libramont 2021 – 
Libramont Exhibition & Congress, Rue 
des Aubépines, 50 B-6800 Libramont, 
Belgium. The Libramont agricultural, 
forestry and agri-food fair is a huge 
outdoor exhibition that offers a showcase 
for the rural world in all its many 

shapes and forms (machinery, livestock 
breeding, forestry, the agri-food industry, 
horticulture, study, and R&D). For further 
information see: http://www.libramont-
exhibition.com/

7-11: New Forest Folk Festival – 
Powells Farm, Salisbury Road, 
Plaitford, Romsey, UK. For 
further information see: www.
newforestfolkfestival.co.uk

23-26: The International Forest 
Festival – Feanedock National Forest, 
Leicestershire. UK. Music, forests, art 
and ideas. For further information see: 
https://timberfestival.org.uk/

AUGUST

9-12: World Conference on Timber 
Engineering – Santiago, Chile. Uruguay 
XXI will host as part of its strategy to 
promote investments in the forestry and 
wood sector. This is the first time this 
event is held in South America and will be 
hosted by the Chilean capital. The main 
topics that this conference will cover are 
sustainable forests for timber production, 
wood products and connections, wood 
engineering and architecture, policy, 
implementation and management, 
education, promotion and future trends. 
For further information see: www.
uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/

16-19: 20th Commonwealth Forestry 
Conference – VIRTUAL EVENT. An 
informal forum for foresters, and all those 
with an interest in the forestry sector to 
exchange knowledge and experience. It 
is organized by the Standing Committee 
on Commonwealth Forestry and covers 
general aspects of forest management 
and governance and has a focus on the 
changing priorities of the forestry sector. 
For further information see: https://
cfc2021.ubc.ca/

30-31: International Conference on 
Forest Aesthetics and Site Preparation 
– Australian Museum Sydney, 
Australia. World Academy of Science, 
Engineering and Technology. For further 
information see:https://waset.org/
forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-

conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney

SEPTEMBER

22-24: Natural resources, green 
technology and sustainable 
development GREEN2020 – Zagreb, 
Croatia. Now rescheduled from last year. 
For further information see: https://www.
sumins.hr/green2020/

27-1: LIGNA.21 Making more out 
of wood –  Hannover, Germany. For 
further information see: https://www.
ligna.de/en/ 

OCTOBER

17-21: Prowood Ghent – Flanders 
Expo, Maaltekouter 1, 9051 Ghent, East 
Flanders, Flanders, Belgium. For further 
information see: www.tradefairdates.
com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html 

22-24: International Conference on 
Forest Biodiversity and Sustainability 
(ICFBS)  – Dubrovnik, Croatia. World 
Academy of Science, Engineering and 
Technology. For further information see: 
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-
sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-
in-dubrovnik

26-29: Woodworking Minsk – Sports 
Complex, Pobeditelel 20/2 Minsk, 
Belarus. International exhibition of 
woodworking and furniture production. 
For further information see: www.
tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/
Minsk.html

JANUARY 2022

28-29: International Conference 
on Forest Resources Accounting 
and Economics – Australia World 
Academy of Science, Engineering and 
Technology, Sydney, Australia. Forest 
industry accounting, methodological and 
issues and environmental accounting 
for forestry. For further information 
see; https://waset.org/forest-resources-
accounting-and-economics-conference-in-
january-2022-in-sydney

• Please send events to John Halkett: 
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com

EVENTS LISTS MAY CHANGE DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING 
AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES FOR UPDATES.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 GLOBAL
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https://woodexforafrica.com/
https://woodexforafrica.com/
http://www.libramont-exhibition.com/
http://www.libramont-exhibition.com/
http://www.newforestfolkfestival.co.uk
http://www.newforestfolkfestival.co.uk
https://timberfestival.org.uk/
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http://www.uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/
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https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://www.sumins.hr/green2020/
https://www.sumins.hr/green2020/
https://www.ligna.de/en/
https://www.ligna.de/en/
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
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DANA director Dennis Neilson 
and his Shanghai-based 
partner Gavin Hao have been 
predicting a net Asia-Pacific 
supply demand balance deficit 
of hardwood chips – within 
five years of each of the 
annual reviews of the Asia 
Pacific-Global Woodchip trade 
reviews they have been co-
writing for 26 years.

However, in practice this 
promised deficit has eluded 
the industry, and keeps on 
getting pushed out with each 
edition.

[The latest review published 
by DANA is available for 
immediate delivery. See 
notice Page 19].

Reasons for deficit include 
the massive disruption 
caused in 2009-2014 by the 
demise of the Australian MIS 
investment fiasco; Vietnam 
continuing to make fools of 
industry observers each year 
by exporting more and more 
woodchips (in 2020 it shipped 
11.8 million bone dry tonnes, 
compared with the second 
largest exporter Australia at 
2.6 million BDT); delays in big 
new pulp mill start-ups in the 
woodchip-exporting countries 
of Chile and Uruguay (but 
these will be commissioned 
in 2021 and 2022); very low 
pulp prices between late 2018 
and late 2020 (now reversed) 
which tempering demand; and 
then Covid-19 in 2020 which 
reduced demand in Japan by 
more than 20%.

However, Dennis and Gavin 
have updated their projections 
for the 2021 DANA Review 
and predict a serious deficit 
by 2025. 

This time it might stick, 

which could result in some 
older pulp mills in Japan 
shutting down, and higher 
woodchip prices. By 2025, 
net deficits might conceivably 
range from almost the total 
2020 Australian export 
volume, to more than twice 
that volume, depending on 
country-by-country supply and 
demand assumptions.

A feature of the 2021 year is 
a long list of announced new 
Brownfield and Greenfield 
pulp mill projects in China – 
the DANA Review identifies 
26 of them. If they are all 
built (probably not) it would 
increase pulp production in 
China by 20 million tonnes 
a year and the demand for 
(mostly) imported woodchip 
imports by 30 million BDT. 

The review includes 
comments on which projects 
are likely to proceed, and how 

that could impact on annual 
woodchip import demand 
from 2021 to 2025.

A major issue over the next 
5-10 years is … just what 
will happen to Australian 
hardwood woodchip exports? 
, Areas of eucalyptus 
plantations are reducing as all 
companies convert some of 
their forest land to other land 
uses after harvesting. This is 
discussed in some detail in 
the review and predictions out 
to 2030 are tabled.

With exports from Chile and 
Uruguay about to take major 
reductions as new pulp mills 

are commissioned, Vietnam 
chip exports (surely?) are 
getting close to topping out, 
and with high pulp prices; the 
market outlook for 2021 and 
into 2022 looks positive.

The review also focusses on 
the important ‘swing market’ 
of Indonesia, where hardwood 
chip imports could start in 
earnest within the next few 
years.

The demand for softwood 
woodchips in North Asia 
is much lower than for 
hardwoods (in 2021 only 
460,000 BDT were exported 
from Australia) but into 
2021 we have witnessed 
a significant increase in 
demand.

So far this year, more often 
than not, Australian exporters 
report that they have had to 
decline requests for additional 
shipments.

ASIA-PACIFIC FOCUS

The world’s largest dedicated woodchip carrier China Express on its first voyage to Tasmania in late 2020  
loading Midway’s cargo for one of its Chinese customers.

DANA review: north Asia woodchip
traders facing serious deficit by 2025
And just what will happen to Australian hardwood woodchip exports?

COMMENTS
ON WHICH
PROJECTS
ARE LIKELY
TO PROCEED
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THE Andrews Labor 
government is riding 
roughshod over timber 
workers, businesses 
and communities it’s 
destroying with its plan to 
ban Victoria’s native timber 
industry in 2030, says the 
state’s Shadow Minister for 
Agriculture Peter Walsh.

“Financial assistance 
to force the industry to 
‘transition’ to plantation has 
been exposed as scraps 
off the table, with new 
reports revealing the state 
government’s assistance 
package is capped at a 
measly $23,000,” Mr Walsh 
said.

“To rub salt in the wound, 
timber harvesting equipment 
purchased at a cost of $1 
million will be compensated 
at a value of $250,000,” he 
said.

“The package would see 
timber industry employees 
walk away with $7000.”

Mr Walsh said generations 
of Victorians had worked 
hard to build the native 
timber industry into a sector 
with a strong reputation 
for sustainability and clean, 

green products.

“But Daniel Andrews and 
his government are hell-bent 
on destroying it, all to secure 
green preferences in inner 
city Melbourne,” he said.

“This does nothing to 
assist workers transition 
into a new line of work, 
and offers no assistance in 
putting food on the table for 
these hardworking families.”

Mr Walsh slammed the 
government’s “weasel 
words” at a time when 
Labor’s policies were putting 
jobs, local businesses and 
small communities through 
the wood chipper.

“It’s not only local people 

and businesses that will 
suffer – the flow-on impacts 
down the line will be 
devastating,” he said.

“Tens of thousands 
of Victorian jobs rely 
on a reliable supply of 
sustainability harvested, 
high quality native timber to 
create furniture or building 
materials like window 
frames, doors and flooring.

“It will also have impacts 

for consumers 
at a time when 
Victorians are 
conscious 
of buying 
Australian-made, 
sustainably-
sourced 
products.”

Mr Walsh 
said killing off 
local industry 
would not kill off 
demand; it wouldl 
mean more 
imports from 

countries without Australia’s 
high environmental and 
ethical standards.”

Gary Blackwood, MP 
Narracan, says the financial 
support offered to industry 
falls short of incentives 
offered in 2003 when some 
licences were voluntarily 
surrendered.

“In 2003, after Premier 
Bracks reduced the Industry 
by 40%, those exiting did so 
with dignity,” he said.

“Now in 2021, Premier 
Andrew’s smoke and mirrors 
transition promises nothing, 
not even dignity for our hard 
working timber families."

H3 H4 H5 H6

Tanalised®, symbolising sustainable outdoor wood products.
Proven protection solutions, enhancing the performance
of natural timber and wood products for over 70 years.

tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com  www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/

 Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©  Lonza 2020

Its all about... 
sustainability.

✓ Logs, posts and pole products
✓ Solid wood and timber products
✓ Engineered wood products

ASSISTANCE
PACKAGED
CAPPED AT
MERE $23,000

VICTORIAN FOREST INDUSTRY

Andrews government riding roughshod
over timber communities: Walsh attack

1/   Peter Walsh…flow-on impacts down the line will be devastating.
2/   Brett Robin, a Gippsland fifth-generation logger… communities will become 
ghost towns.
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mailto:tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com
http://www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/
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SPECIAL FEATURE ITREAT TIMBER

itreat Timber, Kop-Coat a unique
relationship in timber preservation
Only single site in Australia with nine treatment options from four plants

22 Neon Street, Narangba 4504 Queensland

Extended product range to AS1604Extended product range to AS1604
itreat TIMBER now offers an extended range  
of treatment types and hazard classes. 
All compliant to AS1604. The Tru-Core  
range is also CodeMark certified.

Contact Steven today
Ph. 07 3204 0444  •  Email. steven@itreat.net.au

• CCA H3 & H4 Pine
• H3 & H4 Hardwood
• ACQ H3 & H4 Hardwood
• H2 F (blue)
• Tru-Core treated H2 (red)
•  Tru-Core treated H3 water-based 

Azole (green)

REVOLUTIONARY methods 
of wood preservation that 
have marked the wide 
product acceptance and 
performance of itreat Timber 
since it was established 
in 2009 have been further 
boosted this year with the 
installation of a fourth timber 
treatment plant.

The fully-automated plant 
occupies a separate re-
furbished building at the 
company’s 1.5 ha Narangba 
site north of Brisbane, and is 
equipped for H3 and H4 ACQ 
hardwood treatment.

ACQ has a long history 
of successful use in 
Australia as a robust timber 

preservative treatment 
for both softwoods and 
Australian hardwoods.

General manager of 
Koppers Performance 
Chemicals Australia Elias 
Akle said Koppers was 
pleased to have worked with 
itreat Timber to commission 
the ACQ plant.

itreat Timber first moved 
into timber preservation with 
an existing CCA plant and 
one employee Steven Payne 
who now runs the business 
with 25% ownership.

“Today we still operate 
that CCA plant which 

Timber 
prepared for 
treatment 
to H3 WBA 
for clients 
at iTreat 
Timber’s 
Narangba 
facility.

Cont P 13

mailto:steven@itreat.net.au
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SPECIAL FEATURE ITREAT TIMBER

Proudly supporting itreat TIMBER and the Australian Wood  
Preservative Industry with State-of-the-Art, Non-Commodity  

Wood Preservative Programs for >10 years
Non-Commodity Program Offerings include:
•  Sapstain/Mold Control: domestic & export
•  H1 Lyctid
•  H2 Full Penetration
•  H2F/E
•  H3 Copper/Co-biocide
•  H3 Water Based Azole/Permethrin
•  H4 Copper/Co-biocide

Programmatic Features & Benefits:
•   Full sapwood & heartwood penetration
 º All AUS Pinus Species
 º AUS Eucalypts

•   Improved dimensional stability due to reduced water 
uptake

•   Qualitative and quantitive proof of superior penetration

•   Movement away from VOC emitting solvent carriers

Serving the Global Farm, Forestry, Building Materials, and Wood Protection Industries  
with Total Protection Solutions

Contact Scott Porter - Australian Sales Manager  //  m. 0477 331 766  //  e. scott@kop-coat.com.au

has been fully 
automated,” Mr 
Payne said. “The 
vessel itself is 
more than 50 
years old and 
hasn’t missed a 
beat.”

During 2009-
10, itreat Timber 
installed what 
was the most 
advanced 
low-pressure 
treatment plant in Australia – 
13.5 m in length. 

“We are able to process 
large volumes of H2F, H2 
Red and H3 (water-based 
Azole), the latter two 
processes being under 
licence from Kop-Coat,” Mr 
Payne said.

“Our next vessel – a plant 
developed at the time by 
Tim-Tech Chemicals – is 
solely dedicated to the 

treatment of H2F.”

itreat’s relationship 
with Kop-Coat as the first 
licensee in Australia has 
continued to develop over 
the years enjoying Kop-
Coat’s many unique features. 
The relationship is such that 
Kop-Coat has agreed that 
Itreat provides a limited 
number of sub-licence 
approvals. 

One of these approvals 
is for Baywood, a long-

established sustainable 
timber company at Granville 
in the Fraser Coast region 
near Maryborough. The 
company is the first in 

Australia to utilise 
Kop-Coat’s in-line 
spray application 
of H3 water-based 
Azole, a program 
developed in 
conjunction with 
Kop-Coat, itreat 
Timber and 
Baywood. 

The Kop-Coat 
programs are 
certified under 
CodeMark and 
meet the relevant 
Australian 

standard and have been 
running successfully for 
three years.

A family-owned business, 
Baywood commenced 
operations in 1989 and in  
the early 1990s focused  
on producing quality timber 
components for  
the furniture and lattice 
industry throughout 
Queensland, NSW and the 

Baywood at Granville… the first company in Australia to utilise Kop-Coat’s in-line spray  
application of H3 water-based Azole.

From P 12

Cont P 14

MOST
ADVANCED
PRESSURE
TREATMENT
PLANT IN
AUSTRALIA

mailto:scott@kop-coat.com.au
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SPECIAL FEATURE ITREAT TIMBER

For more information and to  
discuss your treatment plant 
needs, call Nick Livanes on  
0408 660 434 or visit  
www.kopperspc.com.au

Koppers Performance 
Chemicals is proud  
to supply iTreat Timber 
with CCA and ACQ  
preservative  
formulations

INNOVATION, STRENGTH AND CAPABILITY.

Northern Territory.

By 2000, Baywood had 
outgrown its premises three 
times. In 2013, the company 
purchased the Dale & 
Meyers softwood operations 
(formerly Sunbury Woodmill) 
and began relocating 
its entire operations to 
Granville.

With an abundance of yard 
space at Narangba, itreat 
Timber has provided an 
extended logistics solution 
for clients.

“While we don’t own the 
site, we have secured a 
lease out to 2041,” Mr Payne 
said, “and there are plans for 
one or two further on-site 
treating facilities.”

itreat Timber has the only 
single site in Australia that 
can provide nine different 
treatment options from its 
four plants. There are also 
two ‘pilot’ plants on site – 
one for full cell treatment 
and the other for low uptake 
technology. When treatment 
for any new product or 
species is asked for, itreat 
Timber undertakes trials 
and ultimately replicates 
the trial experience to the 
commercial plants.

Uniquely, all four plants 
are water-based processes. 
A collection of harvested 
rainwater, ground water and 
bore water has negated the 
need to use any town water 
in the treatment process.

From P 13

Manager at 
itreat Timber 
Steven Payne… 
working on new 
solutions.

NINE DIFFERENT
TREATMENT
OPTIONS FROM
FOUR PLANTS

On the cover: Jon Carter who 
operates the CCA plant and 
H2F plant at itreat Timber with 
manager Steven Payne… proud 
of the working relationship 
with suppliers Kop-Coat (Aust) 
and Koppers Performance 
Chemicals.

http://www.kopperspc.com.au


TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 653   |   April 15, 2021 15

Renewable. Sustainable.
Reliable.  
Secure.

CANFOR  MADE IN CANADAVIDA  MADE IN SWEDEN

For more information contact:
VIDA WOOD AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
100 Potassium Street, Narangba  

QLD 4504 Australia
P: 07 3147 8790   E. sales@vidawood.com

W. www.vida.se/en/info/vida-wood-australia

VIDA Canfor is a  
global supplier of  
refined products  
from sustainable  
Swedish and  
Canadian forest  
and are a stable  
supplier of  
roof trusses, wall elements and finished modules  
in wood. All raw material from VIDA Canfor  
sawmills are produced with both the highest  
quality and the environment considered where  
we are PEFC and FSC Certified. 

VIDA Canfor offer the following products:
•  Structural framing –  

MGP10/MGP12/F5
• Primed weatherboards
• Solid battens
• Decking
• H3 LOSP frame
• Plus DTL facilities for precision docking

Please contact our experienced and motivated  
staff to find out how we can help your business.

mailto:sales@vidawood.com
http://www.vida.se/en/info/vida-wood-australia
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INDEPENDENT digital 
platform Centersource has 
released its timber and 
forestry market report that 
projects rising timber imports 
across 19 countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa 
region.

Regional economic 
recovery in MENA countries 
is under way, jump-starting 
housing construction and 
government infrastructure 
projects.

With the volatility of Covid 
and the subsequent collapse 
in demand for timber and 
other building materials, 
Centersource’s research 
details the dynamics of 
regional construction markets 
as they start up again.

The report features 
important country-by-
country insights, such as 
import volumes, inventory 
and supply chains, product 
trends, demographic growth, 
housing, real estate and tax 
developments, as well as 
other factors that promote a 
holistic understanding of the 
timber market.

From Saudi Arabia to 
Morocco, the MENA Outlook 
canvasses the region's 
biggest and smallest 
economies to provide 
the most comprehensive 
quarterly outlook available.

In other featured countries 
such as Egypt and Morocco, 

Centersource shows how 
government spending 
on housing is catalysing 
private sector investment, 
moving the needle again on 
timber imports and creating 
favorable market conditions 
for importers and logistics 
companies.

The report fills in critical 
information gaps on a 
country-by-country basis to 
provide industry stakeholders 

a top-down view of the 
region's timber import 
market. It details important 
political and economic factors 
as well as demographic 
trends that will shape the 
market in the years ahead.

“The MENA 
timber market 
remains a 
challenging space, 
requiring deep 
insider knowledge 
and a keen eye 
towards future 
developments,” 
says Charlie 
Pesti, chief 
marketing officer, 
Centersource 
Technologies.

The MENA 
Outlook builds on decades 
of experience navigating this 
challenging market to provide 
readers with an insider’s 
expertise, backed by carefully-
sourced data, political insight, 
and proven success in the 
timber market.”

Global timber trade has an 
export value of around $270 
billion.

Visit www.pesti.io/ or email 
charlie@pesti.io

REVIEW OF
REGION’S
TIMBER
IMPORTS

MIDDLE EAST FOCUS

Timber markets recover in MENA region
Report: favorable conditions for importers and logistics companies

Global timber trade 
has an export value of 
around $270 billion.

Timber and Forestry Enews is on Facebook and would like to increase its reach to a wider 
community. Please like and share our page so we can get the timber and forestry  
message out to a bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave us a review. 
Any timber or forestry topics you would like to see covered or want to share timber or 
forestry related subjects you are passionate about, please let us know. 

Have you liked our Facebook page yet? 

mailto:charlie@pesti.io
https://www.facebook.com/timberandforestryenews
http://www.pesti.io


TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 653   |   April 15, 2021 17

INDUSTRY NEWS

NEW Zealand 
high-tech wood 
processor Red Stag 
is opening a new 
wood processing 
plant in Rotorua to 
produce CLT panels 
exceeding 16 m 
by 4 m for fast 
construction and 
fewer connections.

Costing $50 
million, the CLT 
factory will employ 
40 people initially, rising to 
double that over time, and is 
part-funded by a $15 million 
loan from the Provincial 
Growth Fund.

The plant will add 5% to 
the capacity of the wood 
processing sector and. 
alleviate New Zealand’s timber 
shortage. This equates to 
around 2000 dwelling units, or 
most of the estimated shortfall 

in current timber supply.

“We now have the last of 
the European technicians out 
of MIQ and doing the final 
commissioning of the plant. 
We’re going to bring forward 
the opening to May to help 
the timber shortage,” says Red 
Stag group CEO Marty Verry.

Mr Verry doesn’t expect all 
of the CLT factory’s capacity 
to be used in residential units 

as there is already a waiting 
list of other projects, including 
retirement villages, student 
accommodation, office 
buildings, educational facilities 
and cultural buildings.

“CLT has a value sweet 

spot in large-
format structures, 
buildings of three 
storeys or more, 
and for mid-floors 
in terraced housing 
built to the NZS 
3604 standard,” he 
said.

“Apartment 
buildings and fast-
to-install CLT mid-
floors will be our 
residential focus 

areas.”

Supply of flooring materials 
such as joists, I-beams and 
flooring panels has had supply 
problems in recent months, 
and Mr Verry expects the 
building community will be 
quick to take up CLT mid-
floors, which drop into place 
to provide a finished platform 
to construct the next level on 
without delay.

F7 & GL8 Rated
H3 LOSP Treated
Shamrock Green Pre-Primed
Lightweight for Quick Installation
Responsibly Sourced Timber
25 Year Limited Warranty
PProducts Available:

GL8-Rated Finger Joint Laminated Posts
Finger Joint DAR Pencil Round Edge Boards
Mouldings
Handrails
Bottom Rails
Weatherboard Stops
ChamChamferboard
F7 Boards
F7 Beams

Red Stag to open new CLT factory in Rotorua

High-tech processing at Red Stag’s Rotorua facility.
Marty Verry… latest 
European technology.

PLANT ADDS 5% 
CAPACITY FOR 
PROCESSORS

http://www.simmondslumber.com.au
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WELLINGTON Shire and the 
Heyfield communityin Victoria 
has lost one of its most 
tenacious advocates on the 
death on Saturday of Malcolm 
Hole, aged 76.

National Timber Councils 
Association president Dale 
Harriman was saddened to 
hear of the passing of his 
colleague.

“Malcolm’s advocacy for 
timber communities and 
industries lead him o be 
involved with both Timber 
Towns Victoria and the 
National Timber Councils 
Association where he enjoyed 
several terms as president 

of both organisations,” Cr 
Harriman said.

“It was during his 
leadership at Timber Towns 
Victoria that Malcolm led the 
formation of NTCA, after a 
request from the Howard 
government to establish a 
national network of councils 
involved in forestry and 
plantations and became the 
inaugural president of the 
association.

“Malcolm’s tireless work 
and knowledge has made 
NTCA the organisation that it 
is today.”

Knowing first-hand the 
importance of the timber 
industry to the livelihood 
of the Heyfield community, 
Cr Hole worked hard to 
defend and work towards 
the sustainability of the 
industry, not just in Heyfield 
but other timber communities 

throughout Victoria.

He was a founding member 
and served on the Timber 
Towns Victoria executive, 
including the role of state 
president for nine years.

He was also the president 
of the National Timber 
Councils Association for 10 
years.

Cr Hole performed various 

roles on the Gippsland 
Local Government Network, 
Rural Councils Victoria and 
the Local Government 
Emergency Management 
Committee.

Cr Hole’s family, the 
community of Heyfield and 
the timber industry were his 
passions.

Cr Hole and his wife 
Carmel, who died in 1997, 
had five adult children and 15 
grandchildren.

PASSAGES

LEADERSHIP 
AT TIMBER 
TOWNS
VICTORIA

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING
IS HERE!
Advertise jobs, buy/sell your products  
and services ONLINE, with the new 
timber and forestry website.
With just a few clicks, your  
business will be seen on the  
industry’s #1 WEBSITE.  

Visit timberandforestryenews.com/ 
advertising to find out more or email  
advertising@timberandforestryenews.com

• Jobs board
•  New/used  
equipment and  
machinery for sale

•  Other products/ 
services

Malcolm Hole: a passion for the timber industry

Malcolm Hole… tireless work for  
timber communities.

Contact   //   Zonya Bird
zonya@creativebirddesign.com 

Need creative  
advertising solutions?

This new review is now in pre-publication. Includes 14 chapters as follows:

•	STOP	PRESS
•	 Introduction
•	Markets	–	Japan
•	Markets	–	Mainland	China
•	Markets	–	Other	Asia
•	Markets	–	Asia	Europe	Biomass
•	Supply	–	North	America
•	Supply	–	Latin	America	

TO ORDER   CLICK HERE   OR CONTACT DEBBIE GOW    info@dana.co.nz   

AVAILABLE 

NOW!

2021 Asia Pacific WoodChip & biomass Trade Review

•	Supply	–	Oceania
•	Supply	–	Asia	
•	Supply	–	Africa
•	Woodchip	Supply	to	Europe
•	Seaborne	Woodchip	Transportation
•	Conclusions	and	Predictions	2021-2025
•	Contacts	Registry

See	brochure	with	order	form	here	or	order	online	here

DANA Publishing

GINGKO

New	pulp	export	and	possible	woodchip	
import	port	terminal	of	the	APP	OKI	Pulpmill	in	
Indonesia	-	the	world’s	largest	at	2.8	million	TPY

Subscribers receive 2021 Monthly and YTD chip export and import data file

mailto:advertising@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:zonya@creativebirddesign.com
https://www.timberandforestryenews.com/advertising/
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PROFESSOR Bradstock of 
Wollongong University and 
Lindenmayer of Australian 
National University want to 
conserve tall wet forests by 
locking them up and letting 
them burn at long intervals.

The latest UOW offering is 
a carbon account for which 
there is apparently “no 
scientific basis”. In Forest 
Ecology and Management 
Jurskis, Burrows and 
Underwood state that it 
“seems to be based on 
a misunderstanding of 
history, eucalypt ecology and 
physiology, sustainable fire 
management and sustainable 
timber production. It fails to 
account for carbon storage in 
forest products and savings in 
bioenergy”.

Wilson, Bradstock and 
Bedward from UOW 
apparently think that tall wet 
forests regenerate as even-
aged stands after periodic 
holocausts and nothing can 
be done to change this. 
They contrast allegedly fire-
sensitive and non-resprouting 
mountain ash (Eucalyptus 
regnans) or alpine ash (E. 
delgatensis) forests against 
blackbutt (E. pilularis) and 
spotted gum (Corymbia 
maculata) forests which 
supposedly “experience 

continuous recruitment”.

Vic Jurskis, Neil Burrows 
AFSM and Roger Underwood 
AM have between them 
150 years’ experience in 
managing forests and fire 
across Australia. They point 
out that all eucalypts are 
resprouters. E. regnans like E. 
pilularis was originally known 
as blackbutt because its basal 
stocking of rough bark was 
characteristically blackened 
by frequent low intensity 
fires lit by Aborigines. 
Mild fires maintained light 
discontinuous fuels in 
old, uneven-aged forests 
which survived fires 
started by lightning strikes 
in ‘catastrophic’ weather 
conditions.

Jurskis et al. note that 
neither mountain ash nor 
blackbutt or spotted gum 
can recruit into a healthy 
established canopy. Uneven-
aged stands are “mosaics of 
smaller even-aged groups, 
the younger groups having 
established in gaps created 
by death, collapse or removal 
of older trees or groups”. 

The foresters say there 
is nothing natural about 
megafires. They emphasise 
a striking contrast between 
the fire history of tall wet karri 
forests in the southwest and 

that of tall wet ash forests in 
the southeast.

Six decades of forest 
management experience in 
Western Australia have shown 
that there is a minimum 
proportional threshold of 
8–10% per annum for burning 
to effectively mitigate the 
severity of wildfires in the 
landscape. This has never 
been approached in the 
tall wet ash forests since 
European occupation.

Jurskis and colleagues 
add: “Informative carbon 
accounting requires accurate 
growth information specific to 
forest types, site qualities and 
stand structures”.

In the academics’ carbon 
accounting model, aspect, 
slope, altitude, rainfall and 
temperature had no effect on 
forest growth. In other words, 
their model doesn’t work.

“Furthermore,” said  Jurkis 
and colleagues, “they 
nominated no alternative 
sources of forest products or 
non-wood substitutes. The 
manufacture of alternative 
structural materials such as 
concrete, steel or aluminium 
generates carbon emissions 
between 10 and 1000 times 
greater per unit of volume 
than producing timber.”

THERE IS NOTHING 
NATURAL ABOUT 
MEGAFIRES
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