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AFTER two and half 
years of hard work and 
lobbying and with the 
cooperation of Tony 
Pasin, MP Barker, the 
South Australian Timber 
Processors Association 
has achieved a major goal 
in the establishment of a 
code of conduct for the 
timber industry.

A House of 
Representative Standing 
Committee on Agriculture and 
Water Resources report – 
Aussie Logs for Aussie Jobs: 
Inquiry into Timber Supply 
Chain Constraints in the 
Australian Plantation Sector – 
is now in the hands of Senator 
Jonno Duniam, federal 
minister responsible for the 
forestry industry.

Tabling the report, the 
committee chair Rick Wilson 
MP noted the ongoing decline 
in the extent of the domestic 
plantation estate, and stated 
that “more needs to be done 
if the timber industry is to 
flourish into the future”.

The committee 
acknowledges that reversing 
the decline in the plantation 
estate has been a goal of 

government for many years, 
both at the federal and state 
and territory level.

The federal government’s 
plan to grow a billion new 
trees within a decade has 
not resulted in a tangible 
expansion of the plantation 
estate. It is anticipated 
that plans to introduce a 
concessional loan scheme 
for the establishment of 
new timber plantations 
will improve the viability of 
potential projects and help 
to drive future investment. 
The committee urges the 
government to proceed 
with this scheme for the 
betterment of the estate.

Similarly, the committee 
also welcomes the 
establishment of nine regional 

forestry hubs across Australia. 
These will ensure that new 
plantations are located where 
they can be economically 
harvested and so avoid 
the shortcomings of the 
previous managed investment 
schemes.

The committee has 
heard calls from industry 
for the establishment 
of two additional hubs 
in the Northern Territory 
and southeast NSW and 
recommends that the hub 
model be extended to these 

locations.

Australia is a net 
timber importer, 
importing timber valued 
at nearly $6 billion and 
exporting timber valued 
at nearly $4 billion. While 
no inquiry participants 
suggested Australia 
dispense with export 
markets, the size of the 
figures involved gives 
a sense of the growth 

opportunities available to 
the processing sector if they 
could access the supply they 
need to support investment 
and drive growth.

Inquiry participants 
suggested that a solution 
to this problem lies in the 
development of a voluntary 
code of conduct for the 
timber industry to facilitate 
long-term timber supply 
contracts between producers 
and processors for the 
mutual benefit of both. It 
is anticipated that such an 
arrangement would better 
support the growth of an 
efficient domestic processing 
sector, while reducing the 
risks to plantation owners 

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.
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Aussie jobs report tabled: major ‘win’
on code of conduct for SA processors
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DEMAND for 
engineered wood 
products has gone 
through the roof as 
builders in recent 
weeks have jostled 
to sign new-build 
and renovation 
contracts eligible 
for the federal 
HomeBuilder 
grants that ended 
on March 31.

The ink hardly 
dried on many 
contracts as 
builders rushed to 
submit approved contracts 
as late as a few weeks 
ago. Some of them started 
multiple projects in the belief 
they eventually will have the 
products to finish the job. They 
may have authority to build 
but completing projects to the 
deadline will be a challenge.

In Brisbane, hundreds of 
new houses have the first 
floor frame completed with 
builders waiting months to 
install floor joist sections and 
other engineered products like 
LVL to finish the build.

Merchants we talked to 
this week say demand for 
all timber components and 
sizes is unheralded, but many 
builders have been frustrated 
by floods and Covid outbreaks 
in eastern states affecting 
transport and construction .

Stocking up yards to meet 
the demand for timber is 
a growing challenge with 
‘off-the-wall’ buyers asking 
for deals told, in a certain but 
more polite way, to bugger off, 
while loyal customers must be 
content with 60% or 80% of 

their usual orders.

A Brisbane merchant said a 
regular client was asking for 
quotes on timber for delivery 
in November-December … 
“and we can’t promise, no 
way”.

In Queensland, in particular, 
finding framing timbers is like 
finding needles in a haystack.

“We’re flat out sourcing any 
lengths in any quantity and 
that includes particularly 70 
mm x 34 mm M10 with M12 
even harder to find,” said the 
merchant.

“A lot of the smaller 
hardware stores are being 
drip-fed 10 to 20 sticks of 
timber at a time from opened 
packs which is more than 
useless for building a home.”

Vladimir Putin’s ban on log 
exports throws another light 

on the supply situation as 
Russia ramps up its production 
of sawn timbers for sale to the 

world.

Sizeable imports of 
engineered wood from 
Russia and other European 
manufacturers are mounting 
with Australian buyers dealing 
with compliance issues at 
home. One Sydney merchant 
is stocking up these timbers 
and grading packs so a portion 
of the timber makes the cut 
while the balance is sold as 
pallets.

Also, price increases for 
steel products in structural 
residential building in the last 
quarter of 2020 and the first 

BUILDING ANALYSIS

(02) 6285 3833

enquiries@ausfpa.com.au 

www.ausfpa.com.au

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

FLAT OUT
SOURCING
ANY LENGTHS
IN ANY
QUANTITY

Permission to come ashore? Suez Canal blockage plays havoc with global container 
shipping.
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Houses stranded mid-build as shortages worsen for engineered wood

Timber supply, building projects all
at sea in rush for $15,000 fed. grants
JIM BOWDEN

mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
mailto:62853833enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.auThe
http://www.ausfpa.com.au


4 TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 651    |   April 1, 2021 

quarter of 2021 
have not gone 
unnoticed by 
timber importers. 
In relation to 
residential 
construction, 
timber products 
continue to 
enjoy a 20% 
price advantage 
over comparable 
steel products. 
In addition, 
from a builder’s 
perspective, timber 
frames are much 
more flexible, and they have 
greater thermal and acoustic 
characteristics over steel.

The timber framing 
component of a detached 
residential house makes up 

just around 15% of the total 
construction cost. An increase 
in structural softwoods timber 
products will not therefore 
have a measurable impact on 
total house construction costs, 
which suggests wood prices 
need to increase.

Indeed, two major suppliers 
of engineered wood products 
in Melbourne and Sydney have 
advised their prices will go up 

by 10% and 15% respectively 
on May 1.

Whatever, steel, in particular 
roofing, has the same supply 
problems – unable to meet 
the demand for housing, as 
observed by Mike Roberts, 
HIA Queensland executive 
director, at the Timber 
Queensland symposium last 
week.

Prices of most flat steel 
products have pushed to 
record highs in the weeks to 
March 22, and they remain 
only slightly below their mid-
2008 peaks in China, but are 
at multi-year highs there too.

As fabricators, 
manufacturers and home 

builders are well aware, steel 
is also in tight supply. Mills 
that idled capacity in response 
to the coronavirus shutdowns 
have been in no rush to bring 
it all back online.

The importance of this is 
that steel-making facilities – 
particularly those that produce 
via the blast furnace method 
– cannot easily and quickly be 
turned on and off.

But steel is a global 
commodity and that means 
the price of steel varies on 
a daily basis. Prices can be 
influenced by several factors, 
including natural disasters, 
the strength of the US dollar 
and the general condition of 
the world economy, including 
the rise in iron ore prices in 
Australia.

Meanwhile, globally, timber 
trading has been frustrated 
by the Suez Canal blockage. 
Industry experts estimate the 
total value of goods marooned 
at sea at anywhere between 
$US3.9 billion and $US12.6 
billion.

Thousands of containers of 
IKEA furnishing from Sweden 
are stranded at sea and Lloyd’s 
List says up to 90% of the 
affected cargo is not insured 
against delays.

BUILDING ANALYSIS

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483 

tabmatraining.edu.au

TA B M A  T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions

Flexible training delivery

Highly skilled trainers

NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450 
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE 

GLOBAL TRADING
FRUSTRATED BY 
SUEZ BLOCKAGE

From P 3

Demand for all timber components and sizes is unheralded in the housing industry.

Hybid talks: how timber
can boost productivity
CONSTRUCTION productivity 
has been an ongoing issue 
in the building industry for 
the last three decades. And 
research shows that despite 
advancing technologies, 
productivity is actually falling.

Over the past 10 years, 
timber has emerged as a 
viable complement or even 
alternative to other mass-scale 
building materials. The socio-
ecological advantages have 
become better known, and 
understood, including reduced 
carbon consumption and 

biophilic design benefits.

But importantly, utilising 
timber building materials 
can also boost construction 
productivity.

Mass timber projects have 
been qualitatively proven to 
achieve greater productivity 
with less labour compared 
to similar projects built with 
traditional construction forms.

In fact, this research 
indicates that it is possible 
to build mass timber 

Cont P 9
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You can be assured that wood carrying the  
Responsible Wood mark has come from certified 
Australian forests that are sustainably managed  

to the highest global standards.

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

Wildlife Retreat at Taronga, NSW

NEW ZEALAND AFORESTRY

NZIF awards and scholarships valued
at $34,700 now open to future foresters
APPLICATIONS are invited for 
the awards and scholarships 
offered by the New Zealand 
Institute of Foresters 
Foundation for 2021. The total 
value of awards is $34,700.

The awards are:

• Two future forest 
scholarships for post graduate 
research each of up to 
$10,000.

• The New Zealand 
Redwood Company 
scholarship of $5000 for an 
undergraduate scholarship at 
the University of Canterbury 
School Forestry.

• One or more Otago 
Southland awards up to a 
combined total of $5200 to 
assist a project or projects of 
relevance to forestry in the 
Otago/Southland region.

• Mary Sutherland 
scholarship of $1000 for a 
polytechnic student.

• University Undergraduate 
scholarship of $1000.

• Frank Hutchinson 
postgraduate scholarship of 
$1000.

• Student poster prizes at 
NZIF conference (1st, 2nd  
and 3rd prizes of $800, $500 

and $200).

Further details and an 
application form are available 
on the foundation’s web page

www.nzif.org.nz/about-us/
nzif-foundation/

Applications must be 
received by the foundation 
administrator (foundation@nzif.
org.nz) no later than 5 pm on 
Monday, May 31. The awards 

will be announced 
at the awards 
dinner of the joint 
conference of 
the NZ Institute 
of Forestry at 
Masterton from 
June 27 to 29.

Inquires to the 
foundation (foundation@nzif.
org.nz) or phone +64 274 733 
262

The NZIF Foundation was 
established in 2011 by the 
NZ Institute of Forestry to 
advance education in relation 
to forestry.

NZIF Foundation chair 
Andrew McEwen, ONZM, 
FNZIF, said this education 

included 
encouraging and 
supporting forestry-
related research, 
education and 
training through the 
provision of grants, 
scholarships and 
prizes; promoting 
the acquisition, 
development and 
dissemination of 
forestry-related 
knowledge and 
information and 
other activities 

that do not conflict with the 
charitable purpose. 

“For the purposes of the 
awards, forestry is broadly 
defined to include all those 
activities involved in the 
management and use of 
forests and their products, 
the objects of which are 
the production of wood or 
other forest benefits and 
the maintenance of the 
environment in its most 
beneficial form,” Mr McEwen 
said.

“All forests in New Zealand, 
whatever their purpose, 
are encompassed in the 
definition.”

Awards open to all actitivites involved in the 
management and use of forests and their 
products.

Andrew McEwen… encouraging 
forestry-related rsearch, education 
and training.

http://www.nzif.org.nz/about-us/
mailto:foundation@nzif.org.nz
mailto:foundation@nzif.org.nz
mailto:foundation@nzif.org.nz
mailto:foundation@nzif.org.nz
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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AS we look 
back on Term 
1, we must 
acknowledge the 
recent floods in 
New South Wales 
and their impacts 
on schools and 
communities in 
affected regions, 
and those now 
going into another 
round of Covid-
related lockdowns 
in the greater 
Brisbane region. 

We cannot help but draw 
a connection between how 
much teachers reflect the 
strength and resilience of 
trees and of wood. 

The purposeful design 
of wood fibres found 
within a tree work together 
collectively to create strength 
to support the towering 

branches, as they 
reach for the sky 
and light. 

But these fibres 
must also be 
flexible enough 
to weather the 
storms, wind and 
other external 
forces that come 
their way or else 
the whole tree will 
snap.

As teachers, you indeed 
reflect the purpose of tree 
wood fibres within your 
school community. You are 
interlocking and working 

together to provide the much 
needed support to your 
branches (the students) as 
they reach new heights of 
learning. But you must also 
be ‘flexible’ with the external 

environment – in 
these cases, 
floods and 
Covid-19 – to 
weather these life 
storms. 

It is our 
hope you take 
inspiration from 
the humble tree 
as you flex and 
adapt.  

To assist you 
in the classroom 
and save you 
some precious 
planning time, we 
at ForestLearning 
can help you 
on your journey 
with engaging 
teaching tools and 
resources aligned 
to the Australian 
Curriculum K-12. 

We have also 
been active 
in presenting, 

and preparing to present, 
workshops at a number 
of state and national 

FOREST INDUSTRY EDUCATION

TAKING
INSPIRATION
FROM THE
HUMBLE TREE

Applications for annual grants from the J.W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund are open.

Committed to the Australian wood products and forest industries?
Want to improve your experience, skills, knowledge and networks?

If you’re a committed individual with ideas to pursue, this may be the chance of a lifetime.

Three types of grants available – Fellowships, Scholarships and Industry Skill Awards. 

Full details and online application forms are available at www.gottsteintrust.org 
No set prerequisites – each application will be evaluated.

Applications close 9.00am sharp on Thursday, 20th May 2021. 

Further information: gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com or  
Helen Murray +61 (0) 419 991 424.

Gottstein Awards
CALLING FOR APPLICATIONS 

Our investment in tomorrow

Teachers reflect strength, resilience
of trees and wood in difficult times
Working to support students as they grow to new heights of learning

With BETH WELDEN
Forest Learning Program Manager 

FOREST LEARNING

ForestLearning… helping teachers and students on their 
journey through teaching tools and resources. Photo: Dominic 
Loneragan, DL Photography

Cont P 7
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teacher and kids-to-farms 
conferences to assist 
teachers to use and integrate 
virtual reality tools in 
classrooms using ForestVR 
as a case study. 

We are finalising and 
publishing a number of 
multi-media videos for the 
classroom, as well as an 

interactive student workbook 
PDF for a popular middle 
school resource ‘Wild Forest 
Adventures’. We are also in 
the planning and scripting 
phase for the next edition 
of ForestVR exploring 
unique forests of Australia, 
Agroforestry and Careers. 
There is also an exciting 
primary resource coming out 
for Semester 2 with George 

the Farmer.

Watch this space.

So… we look forward 
to partnering with you 
and hearing how you are 
exploring forests near you. 
Please reach out if you would 
like any further information, 
help or advice or have a 
suggestions for resources 
by emailing us at info@

forestlearning.edu.au. 

Enjoy your well-earned 
Easter break.

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 AUSTRALASIA 

TCA has a clear view to the future

MAY
20: Close of 2021 Gottstein 
fellowships, industry awards 
and scholarships – ONLINE.  
Entries currently open. 
Contact gottsteinsecretary@
gmail.com or Helen Murray on 
+61 419 991 424. Details visit: 
gottsteintrust.org/fellowships/

JUNE
16–18: TABMA National 
Conference – Oaks Cypress 
Lakes Resort, Hunter Valley, 
NSW. Celebrating our 80th 
year, the conference will aim 
to “honour our past, treasure 
the present and shape the 
future“ of our industry. 

Our daytime sessions will 
concentrate on “shaping 
the future”, with keynote 
speaker Claire Madden 
talking Generation Z. Gala 
dinner “honouring our past 
and treasuring the present”. 
Includes the 2020 Andrew 
Bone TABMA Member of The 
Year, TABMA Industry Legends 
and Trainee and Apprentice 
Member of The Year awards. 
For more information or to 
book visit https:// tabma.com.
au/2021-national[1]conference/ 
or contact Alicia Oelkers at 
alicia@tabma.com.auu 

SEPTEMBER
1: Australian Forest Products 

Association Gala Dinner and 
Symposium – Parliament 
House, Canberra, ACT. For 
further information see:  
www.ausfpa.com.au 

OCTOBER
11-14: IFA/AFG national 
conference ‘Your Forests, 
Our Future’ – Country Club 
Tasmania, Launceston, 
TAS, Australia. Open to 
forest scientists, forestry 
professionals and forest 
growers. Call for abstracts 
and sponsorship opportunities 
will be released in coming 
months. Contact Institute of 
Foresters of Australia. Visit 
www.forestry.org.au or phone 

(03) 9695 8940.

16: TABMA QLD Awards 
Dinner – Rydges South 
Bank, Brisbane, QLD. 6.00pm 
start. Contact Alicia Oelkers at 
alicia@tabma.com.au

NOVEMBER
10-13: AUSTimber 2021 
– Gormandale in eastern 
Victoria between Yarram 
and Traralgon. Nov. 10: Field 
trips. Nov. 11: Field trips (site 
visits by invitation). Welcome 
dinner. Nov. 12: Show day (9 
am-5 pm0. Nov. 13: Show day 
(9 am-3 pm). Contact Dionne 
Olsen on +61 429 202 929 or 
email austimber2020@afca.
asn.au

On the cover: School children 
get friendly with a tree at the 
Cumberland State Forest in 
West Pennant Hills, Sydney. 
A new logo for a new decade: 
ForestLearning celebrates its 
10th anniversary in 2021.  
(Photo by Dominic Loneragan, DL 
Photography)

From P 6

Timber and Forestry Enews is on Facebook and would like to increase its reach to a wider 
community. Please like and share our page so we can get the timber and forestry  
message out to a bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave us a review. 
Any timber or forestry topics you would like to see covered or want to share timber or 
forestry related subjects you are passionate about, please let us know. 

Have you liked our Facebook page yet? 

mailto:info@forestlearning.edu.au
mailto:info@forestlearning.edu.au
mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
mailto:gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:gottsteinsecretary@gmail.com
https://tabma.com.au/2021-national
https://tabma.com.au/2021-national
mailto:alicia@tabma.com.auu
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
http://www.forestry.org.au
mailto:alicia@tabma.com.au
mailto:austimber2020@afca.asn.au
mailto:austimber2020@afca.asn.au
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APRIL
1-4: International Conference on 
Agriculture, forestry, Biotechnology 
and Food Science (ICAFBFS) – Bali, 
Indonesia. The key intention of 
ICAFBFS is to provide opportunity for 
the global participants to share their 
ideas and experience. This event will 
also help the delegates to establish 
research or business relations as well 
as to find international linkage for future 
collaborations. For further information 
see: www.allconferencealert.com/event-
detail.html?ev_id=522856

MAY
5-8: Forestry – Bridge to the Future – 
University of Forestry, Sofia, Bulgaria 
(To be held in a hybrid format. 
Participants will have the choice of 
attending in person or virtually). For 
further information see: https://conf2020.
forestry-ideas.info/

24-25: International Conference on 
Forestry Science and Silviculture 
(ICFSS)  – London, UK. World Academy 
of Science, Engineering and Technology. 
For further information see: https://waset.
org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-
conference-in-may-2021-in-london

24-28: XV World Forestry Congress – 
Seoul, South Korea. 15th World Forestry 
Congress. The theme will be: Building a 
green, healthy and resilient future with 
forests. For further information see: 
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.
html?act=view&aid=40

JUNE
15-16: Carbon Forestry Conference  – 
Rotorua, New Zealand. Changes to 
legislation in relation to climate change 
and emissions trading, including carbon 
farming investment opportunities. 
For further information see: https://
carbonforestry.events/

29-1: WoodEX for Africa – Gallagher 
Convention Centre, Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Long established as the 
gateway to Africa’s timber trade, WoodEX 
for Africa 2021 will be the ultimate 
machinery, tools and supplies gathering 
in Africa. Held in conjunction with the 
2nd Deck & Flooring Expo and co-located 
with Africa’s biggest construction expo, 
African Construction Expo. For further 

information see: https://woodexforafrica.
com/

JULY
2-4: Foire De Libramont 2021 – 
Libramont Exhibition & Congress, Rue 
des Aubépines, 50 B-6800 Libramont, 
Belgium. The Libramont agricultural, 
forestry and agri-food fair is a huge 
outdoor exhibition that offers a showcase 
for the rural world in all its many 
shapes and forms (machinery, livestock 
breeding, forestry, the agri-food industry, 
horticulture, study, and R&D). For further 
information see: http://www.libramont-
exhibition.com/

7-11: New Forest Folk Festival – 
Powells Farm, Salisbury Road, 
Plaitford, Romsey, UK. For 
further information see: www.
newforestfolkfestival.co.uk

23-26: The International Forest 
Festival – Feanedock National Forest, 
Leicestershire. UK. Music, forests, art 
and ideas. For further information see: 
https://timberfestival.org.uk/

AUGUST
9-12: World Conference on Timber 
Engineering – Santiago, Chile. Uruguay 
XXI will host as part of its strategy to 
promote investments in the forestry and 
wood sector. This is the first time this 
event is held in South America and will be 
hosted by the Chilean capital. The main 
topics that this conference will cover are 
sustainable forests for timber production, 
wood products and connections, wood 
engineering and architecture, policy, 
implementation and management, 
education, promotion and future trends. 
For further information see: www.
uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/

16-19: 20th Commonwealth Forestry 
Conference – VIRTUAL EVENT. An 
informal forum for foresters, and all those 
with an interest in the forestry sector to 
exchange knowledge and experience. It 
is organized by the Standing Committee 
on Commonwealth Forestry and covers 
general aspects of forest management 
and governance and has a focus on the 
changing priorities of the forestry sector. 
For further information see: https://
cfc2021.ubc.ca/

30-31: International Conference on 

Forest Aesthetics and Site Preparation 
– Australian Museum Sydney, 
Australia. World Academy of Science, 
Engineering and Technology. For further 
information see:https://waset.org/
forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-
conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney

SEPTEMBER
22-24: Natural resources, green 
technology and sustainable 
development GREEN2020 – Zagreb, 
Croatia. Now rescheduled from last year. 
For further information see: https://www.
sumins.hr/green2020/

27-1: LIGNA.21 Making more out 
of wood –  Hannover, Germany. For 
further information see: https://www.
ligna.de/en/ 

OCTOBER
17-21: Prowood Ghent – Flanders 
Expo, Maaltekouter 1, 9051 Ghent, East 
Flanders, Flanders, Belgium. For further 
information see: www.tradefairdates.
com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html 

22-24: International Conference on 
Forest Biodiversity and Sustainability 
(ICFBS)  – Dubrovnik, Croatia. World 
Academy of Science, Engineering and 
Technology. For further information see: 
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-
sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-
in-dubrovnik

26-29: Woodworking Minsk – Sports 
Complex, Pobeditelel 20/2 Minsk, 
Belarus. International exhibition of 
woodworking and furniture production. 
For further information see: www.
tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/
Minsk.html

JANUARY 2022
28-29: International Conference 
on Forest Resources Accounting 
and Economics – Australia World 
Academy of Science, Engineering and 
Technology, Sydney, Australia. Forest 
industry accounting, methodological and 
issues and environmental accounting 
for forestry. For further information 
see; https://waset.org/forest-resources-
accounting-and-economics-conference-in-
january-2022-in-sydney

• Please send events to John Halkett: 
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com

EVENTS LISTS MAY CHANGE DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING 
AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES FOR UPDATES.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 GLOBAL

http://www.allconferencealert.com/event-detail.html?ev_id=522856
http://www.allconferencealert.com/event-detail.html?ev_id=522856
https://conf2020.forestry-ideas.info/
https://conf2020.forestry-ideas.info/
https://waset.org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-conference-in-may-2021-in-london
https://waset.org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-conference-in-may-2021-in-london
https://waset.org/forestry-science-and-silviculture-conference-in-may-2021-in-london
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.html?act=view&aid=40
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.html?act=view&aid=40
https://carbonforestry.events/
https://carbonforestry.events/
https://woodexforafrica.com/
https://woodexforafrica.com/
http://www.libramont-exhibition.com/
http://www.libramont-exhibition.com/
http://www.newforestfolkfestival.co.uk
http://www.newforestfolkfestival.co.uk
https://timberfestival.org.uk/
http://www.uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/
http://www.uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/
https://cfc2021.ubc.ca/
https://cfc2021.ubc.ca/
https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-aesthetics-and-site-preparation-conference-in-august-2021-in-sydney
https://www.sumins.hr/green2020/
https://www.sumins.hr/green2020/
https://www.ligna.de/en/
https://www.ligna.de/en/
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Prowood-M9728/Ghent.html
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
https://waset.org/forest-biodiversity-and-sustainability-conference-in-october-2022-in-dubrovnik
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
http://www.tradefairdates.com/Woodworking-M3361/Minsk.html
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
https://waset.org/forest-resources-accounting-and-economics-conference-in-january-2022-in-sydney
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
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inherent in relying on export 
markets.

The committee believes it 
is not the role of government 
to be involved in contract 
negotiations unless there 
is clear evidence of market 
failure. It maintains that such 
a code should be generated 
by the industry itself and 
that stakeholders should be 
supported by the Australian 
government.

The code could operate for 
two years before a review by 

the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission to 
assess its effectiveness.

“Sensible solutions such 
as this should go a long way 
to overcoming the complex 
challenges which have 
hindered the domestic timber 
industry for so long,” Rick 
Wilson said.

“From the evidence 
gathered by the committee 
over the course of the inquiry, 
there is no doubt that the 
Australian timber industry can 
grow once again, and indeed 
thrive,” he said.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Developing long-term timber supply contracts between producers and 
processors.  Photo: Fennell Forestry

From P 9

TFPA supports Labor’s workplace protection stance
THE Tasmanian Forest 
Products Association has 
welcomed this week’s 
workplace invasion policy 
announcement by Labor 
Leader Rebecca White.

TFPA CEO Nick Steel 
said he supported Labor’s 
promise to create the offence 

of aggravated trespass and 
put timber harvesting safety 
zones in place with significant 
fines.

“The TFPA has long 
advocated for increased 
health and safety for 
our industry’s workforce 
through appropriate 

legislative controls and the 
announcement by Labor is 
welcomed,” Mr Steel said.

“We are strong supporters 
of free speech, but it is 
our view that workplace 
invasions punish hardworking 
Tasmanians who are simply 
trying to make a living and 

they must be stopped,” he 
said.

“We support parties who 
have the best interests of 
jobs and workers across 
Tasmania, and we look 
forward to hearing more from 
the Liberal Party about how 
they will approach this issue.”

mailto:info@incomac.com
mailto:garyspillane@bigpond.com
https://www.incomac.com/en/homepage-en/


10 TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 651    |   April 1, 2021 

“THAT comes as no 
surprise,” said the New 
Zealand Timber Industry 
Federation in response 
to Carter Holt Harvey’s 
decision to discontinue 
supply of structural timber to 
merchants.

In recent months, all New 
Zealand sawmills have been 
under pressure to supply a 
booming domestic timber 
market for all end uses – 
residential buildings and 
outdoor timber for fencing 
decking and landscaping.

Major trade suppliers 
affected are Mitre 10, 
Bunnings and ITM, which 
could start running out of 
structural timber products 
from as early as Monday.

Industry insiders say CHH 
had slashed supply to most 
of its customers apart from 
its biggest clients, including 
Fletcher-owned Placemakers 
and CHH's subsidiary Carters 
Building Supplies.

ITM, the second-biggest 
supplier in the building trade 
after Placemakers, says 
most of the products in short 
supply are for timber framing 
and trusses. Some of the 

cooperative’s 100 
stores could end 
up running out of 
stock this week.

However, other 
mills such as 
Rotorua's Red 
Stag could pick up 
some of the slack.

Based on other 
available timber 
milling production 
capacity and 
previous cyclical 
shortages, the 
NZTIF doesn’t expect the 
current timber shortage to be 
overly prolonged.

“Efforts are being made 
to supply the demand and in 
some cases mills are diverting 
export timber back into the 
market,” the federation said.

But the ability of sawmills 
to ramp up production quickly 
has been constrained in 
regions by a lack of availability 
and rising costs of logs and 
labour.

NZTIF says apart from the 
two remaining CHH sawmills, 
there are still a good number 
of other mills operating and 
all are lifting capacity as much 
as they are able to meet this 

current increase in demand.

“The biggest challenge to 
lifting production for mills is 
getting enough logs and in 
turn, competing on supply 
and price with Chinese buyers 
and the export demand for 
logs,” the federation said.

“The next challenge is 
getting enough skilled staff 
for additional shifts; getting 
the mix of skills required, or 
training staff, has been an 
ongoing issue to the timber 

industry for a 
number of years.”

[Over the last 
two years alone, 
New Zealand 
has seen five 
significantly 
sized sawmills 
close down, 
representing 
an estimated 
400,000 cub m 
of production. A 
major factor in 
these closures has 

been uncertainty and the high 
cost of log supply].

In the February this year 
the value of NZ log exports 
was $305 million, a 48% 
increase on the values of logs 
exported in February 2020. 
In the quarter to December 
31 last year the country 
exported six million tonnes of 
logs compared to 5.1 million 
tonnes in the December 2019 
quarter, an 18% rise. There 
is unabated demand for logs 
in export markets, especially 
from China where other log 
supplying regions such as 
Australia, eastern Russia and 
Europe have encountered 
difficulties in supply.

H3 H4 H5 H6

Tanalised®, symbolising sustainable outdoor wood products.
Proven protection solutions, enhancing the performance
of natural timber and wood products for over 70 years.

     tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com  www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/

 Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©  Lonza 2020

Its all about... 
sustainability.

✓ Logs, posts and pole products 
✓ Solid wood and timber products
✓ Engineered wood products

NEW ZEALAND INDUSTRY

EXPORTERS
DIVERTING
TIMBER BACK
INTO MARKET

Shortage so ‘no surprise’ as CHH strips
merchants of structural timber supplies

(Ron Emmerson, New Zealand Herald)

mailto:tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com
http://www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/
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structures up to 30% faster 
than traditional forms of 
construction.

The use of cutting-edge 
technology in creating timber 
building materials is leading 
to in-built efficiencies in 
productivity. Most notably, 
engineered wood lends itself 
to off-site prefabrication, 
and prefabricated panels 
and pieces can be efficiently 

designed and manufactured 
off-site, to be installed quickly 
and easily onsite.

Using 
computer 
numerical 
control 
machines that 
are ultra-precise, 
with detailed 
plans it can 
create materials 
to exact 
specifications 
– including 

door and window openings 
in the right places, spaces for 

plumbing and electrical and 
perfectly measured to fit to 
one another.

To engage with the latest 
global and local advancements 
emerging in building design 
and construction, register for 
the ‘hybrid’ Timber Offsite 
Construction Conference and 
Exhibition in Melbourne on 
June 22 and 23

Visit www.
timberoffsiteconstruction.com

LA TROBE University in 
Melbourne’s north-east has 
completed Victoria’s largest 
mass timber project.

The $100-million student 
accommodation project at 
its Bundoora campus was 
built from 4500 cub m of 
eco-friendly CLT and glue-
laminated timber.

The project, with 624 beds 
across two separate six-level 
buildings, marks the largest 
single investment in La Trobe 
University’s 50-year history.

The development was 
designed by Jackson 
Clements Burrows Architects.

Multiplex regional 
managing director Victoria 
Graham Cottam said the use 
of CLT – “a non-toxic, fire-
resistant, renewable resource 
with a long-life cycle” – had 
halved the embodied carbon 
in the development.

It has also achieved a 5-Star 
Green Star design rating and 
is targeting a 5-Star Green 
Star as-built rating.

Multiplex said three 
cranes were used during 
construction to lift and place 
more than 2700 individual 
mass timber elements, 

including the building’s 
structure, prefabricated pods 
and facade.

The viability of CLT gained 
a considerable impetus after 
the National Construction 
Code introduced less onerous 
requirements for timber 
towers of up to eight storeys.

The combined energy 
to produce the material in 
Europe and ship it to Australia 
remained lower than the 
energy it took to locally 
produce materials such 
as concrete and steel, the 

developers said.

The completed project 
forms part of a broader 
initiative by the university to 
provide housing for 12,000 
residents, including staff and 
students, in varying formats 
and ownership models.

A $5 billion masterplan 
includes the development 
of a new city centre on the 
Bundoora campus with a 
substantial mix of commercial 
and retail facilities.

The university will piggy-
back off that development 
to create significant cultural 
facilities within the city 
centre.

Another major component 
in the masterplan is a health 
and wellbeing hub that will 
include aged care, childcare 
and super-clinic facilities.

La Trobe, which already 
holds a 6-Star Green Star 
Communities rating, is 
striving to become Victoria’s 
first net zero carbon emission 
university by 2029 with its 
regional campuses on track to 
be carbon neutral by 2022.

Timber will do it.
(With extracts from The Urban 
Developer)

ENGINEERED WOOD

LARGEST
SINGLE
INVESTMENT IN
UNIVERSITY’S
HISTORY

1/   The $100 million La Trobe 
University accommodation… about  
1200 people worked on-site during 
construction.
2/   Graham Cottam… CLT halved 
the embodied of carbon in the 
development.

1

2

$100m student block at La Trobe gives
Victoria largest mass timber building
Bundoora campus project built from 450 cub m of eco-friendly CLT and glulam

From P 4

http://www.timberoffsiteconstruction.com
http://www.timberoffsiteconstruction.com
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BUILDING INDUSTRY

TIMBER industry advocacy 
groups are calling for 
the federal and state 
governments to work 
together in National Cabinet 
to implement policy alignment 
measures to deliver the best 
long-term outcomes for 
Australia’s economic recovery 
and housing boom.

The Frames and Truss 
Manufacturers Association, 
Timber and Building Materials 
Association, Timber Trades 
Industrial Association and 
MGA Timber Merchants 
Associations say policy 
alignments are required to 
ensure the HomeBuilder 
stimulus package will 
continue to deliver significant 
recovery for the economy, 
while addressing the 
potential negative outcomes 
associated with a heated 
housing construction market.

“What we are seeing at 
the moment is a perfect 
storm, where record levels 

of housing 
construction 
demand are 
aligned with 
significant supply 
chain challenges 
causing shortages 
of building 
materials, as well 
as shortages in 
the availability of 
trades and skilled 
labour,” a joint 
statement said.

“We are 
concerned that all the 
good policy work will come 
undone, resulting in a housing 
industry collapse.”

The groups believe the 
impact of the JobSeeker and 
JobKeeper programs cannot 
be underestimated in terms 
of its impact on the availability 
of skilled labour and that 
collectively there is an urgent 
need for National Cabinet to 
recognise the timber supply 
chain as essential industries.

The groups have developed 
three recommendations:

• Reducing financial 
and commercial pressure 
on home builders and 
construction businesses 
by extending the 
commencement date under 
the HomeBuilder Grants 
program by 18 months, and 
reconsidering extension of 
the program until June 2022. 

• Get people back to 
work by examining options 

to adjust the 
JobSeeker and 
JobKeeper 
programs to focus 
on mechanisms to 
encourage skilled 
workers back into 
the workforce, 
while continuing to 
work with industry 
on sustainable 
and workable 
solutions to skilled 
labour and trades 
shortages.

• Reduce further economic 
disruption by recognising the 
role of timber processors, 
manufacturers, and 
merchants as essential 
industries not subject to 
lockdown, increasing efforts 
to recognise and reward the 
role of timber in construction 
as a positive for carbon 
storage and identifying and 
capitalising on longer term 
domestic timber security 
opportunities

Perfect storm gathers for housing sector

Record for detached building approvals
DETACHED building approvals 
in February reached their 
highest level on record since 
the ABS began the series in 
1983.

HIA chief economist Tim 
Reardon said HomeBuilder 
had driven strong demand 
for new homes across the 
country.

The three months to 
February are also a record 
period, by a significant 
margin. Detached house 
approvals in the three months 
to February 2021 were 50.7% 
higher than the same time 
last year.

“This is consistent with the 
results in more timely leading 
indicators such as HIA’s New 
Home Sales Report,” Mr 
Reardon said.

“This has shown an 
elevated level of demand 
following the announcement 
of HomeBuilder in June last 
year,” he said.

“New home sales spiked 
in December as home 
buyers rushed to meet the 
deadline of the first phase of 
HomeBuilder.”

New home sales in 
March are expected to be 
comparable to those in 

December as home buyers 
rush to meet the deadline 
for the second – and final – 
phase of HomeBuilder.

Mr Reardon said the 
record volume of work would 
see home building absorb 
workers from across the 

economy in 2021 and into 
2022.

“This positive outlook for 
detached home building is in 
stark contrast to that of the 
multi-unit sector,” he said.

The absence of overseas 
migrants and students will 
continue to impede multi-
commencements. Multi -unit 
approvals remain lower by 
21.6% compared to the same 
quarter last year.

Multi-unit projects that are 
gaining approval at this time 
are likely to have commenced 
the planning and building 
approval process before the 
pandemic.

The apartment market is 
likely to be constrained until 
overseas migration returns.

NEW HOME
SALES SPIKED 
IN DECEMBER
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AUSTRALIA’S native forests 
are a public resource, owned 
by the community, who 
expect them to be managed 
competently by individual 
state governments for 
all their triple bottom line 
values – economic, social and 
environmental.

Unfortunately, reality is that 
this is not always the case. 
Rather, forests continue to be 
treated as political footballs 
with bad politics and unsound 
policy, driving decisions.

In Victoria, a highly 
contentious and perverse 
outcome of government 
policy has been the plan to 
lock down the state’s public 
forests by 2030, without a 
conversation about alternative 
timber supply strategies 
for our growing population, 
the impact on regional 
communities, or the real 

environmental 
outcome of this 
decision. 

In an attempt 
to bring some 
broad, informed 
discussion 
on this topic 
‘Talking Timber’, 
a new social 
media initiative, 
was launched 
this week.

Chris McEvoy, 
a director 
of Radial 
Timber at Yarram in Victoria 
and spokesperson for the 
initiative, said Talking Timber 
was a non-government 
initiative that had been 
created to foster and promote 
meaningful discussion about 
the Victorian timber industry.

The vision is to have a 
Victorian timber Industry that 

preserves its ancient forests, 
expands its plantation forests 
responsibly, and respectively 
manages its native regrowth 
forests to ensure Victoria 
supplies all the timber it 
needs for consumers.

Talking Timber has been 
created to have a meaningful 
discussion and a plan that 
ensures a sustainable future 

for both production 
timber supply and 
native forests.

“We can 
absolutely 
maintain our 
biodiversity, 
increase the size 
of our regrowth 
forests and still 
enjoy all of the 
social, sustainable, 
and aesthetic 
benefits that 
timber gives us 
in domestic and 

commercial design and 
construction,” Mr McEvoy 
said.

Those interested in 
joining the conversation on 
this important topic go to 
https://talkingtimber.com.
au/ or contact Chris McEvoy 
on 0439 900 452 or email  
chris@radialtimbers.com.au

INDUSTRY COMMUNICATION

4

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Member

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Small (ie business card, comp slips etc)

Medium (large stationary items etc)

Large (packaging etc)

Always purchase appropriately
certi�ed imported timber products

Some standards enforced 
in Australia originate from 

international certifying bodies

Think Global  (not just Local)

Talking Timber – join the conversation

Chris  
McEvoy… 
give him a 
call.

https://talkingtimber.com.au/
https://talkingtimber.com.au/
mailto:chris@radialtimbers.com.au
http://www.atif.asn.au
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OUT in the Malaysian forest 
with forestry folk beware if 
you happen upon a Durian 
tree with ripe fruit.

You are likely to be invited, 
as I have been, to try the 
fruit as others watch on in a 
kind of forest initiation. It is 
really an invitation you can't 
decline!

Durian (Durio zibethinus) 
trees are members of the 
hibiscus or mallow family, 
renowned for their large 
edible fruit. They are also 
related to breadfruit and 
jackfruit. Native to Indonesia 
and Malaysia, the Durian is 
now cultivated in Indonesia, 
The Philippines, Malaysia, 
southern Thailand, southern 
India and north-western 
Australia.

The Durian tree grows to 
45 m tall in dense lowland 
forests with strong slender 
branches that grow almost 
horizontally from a straight 
central trunk. The tree has 
oblong tapering leaves, 
rounded at the base, and 
yellowish green flowers borne 
along the older branches.

Named in some regions as 
the ‘King of Fruits’ the Durian 
is internationally known for 
its love-‘em-or-hate-‘em fruit. 
They hang in clusters on thick 
stalks growing and ripening in 
just 14 weeks to the size of a 

rugby ball or bigger.

In the Malay language, 
Durian means thorn. Each 
fruit is defended by a rough 
yellow-green semi-wooden 
rind with sharp pyramid 
shape spines which cover 

it so completely that if the 
stalk happens to break off 
the fruit can be challenging to 
lift. The custard-like pulp can 
be eaten at various stages 
of ripeness and is used in a 
variety of sweet and savoury 
dishes. The seeds may also 
be roasted and eaten.

Some regard the Durian 
as having a pleasantly sweet 

fragrance, whereas others 
find the aroma overpowering 
with an unpleasant odour. 
The smell evokes reactions 
from deep appreciation to 
intense disgust, and has been 
described variously like as 
rotten onions. Turpentine or 
raw sewage.

The persistence of its 
odour, which may linger 
for several days, has led 
certain hotels and public 
transportation services in 
southeast Asia to put up a 
sign advising people not to 
bring Durian fruit inside.

When ripe the fruit splits to 
reveal a white, slightly fibrous 
pith in which four or five large 
custard yellow segments are 
embedded in each containing 
a few large seeds. Large 
mammals, such as wild boar 
and monkeys can disperse 
the fruit and seeds far from 
the mother tree. Elephants 
will wait patiently for Durian 
to fall when they devour 
the fruit, swallowing some 
seeds and depositing them 
at considerable distances 
together with a handy pile of 
fertiliser.

The smell evokes reactions 
from deep appreciation to 
intense disgust, and has been 
described variously as like 
rotten onions, turpentine or 
raw sewage.

THE WORLD OF TREES

With JOHN HALKETT

Sponsored by 
Forestry Corporation of NSW 

TALKING TREES

The largest manager of commercial 
plantations and native forests in NSW
Visit us at forestrycorporation.com.au

1

2

1/   The Durian tree, a member of 
the hibiscus or mallow family, is 
renowned for its large edible fruit. 
Native to Indonesia and Malaysia, 
it is cultivated in Indonesia, The 
Philippines, Malaysia, southern 
Thailand, southern India and 
north-western Australia.
2/   Love ‘em or hate ‘em… the 
Durian is internationally known for 
its fruit that hang in clusters on 
thick stalks growing and ripening 
in just 14 weeks to the size of a 
rugby ball.

Tastes like heaven, smells like hell
… Durian tree not for faint-hearted
The fruit will take your breath away and you can only hope it stays away!

http://www.forestrycorporation.com.au
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NSW Labor has 
welcomed the 
announcement of 
a parliamentary 
inquiry into the 
state’s forestry and 
timber industry 
by the Legislative 
Council’s industry 
committee. 

The inquiry will 
be the first major 
review of the NSW 
forestry and timber 
industry for more 
than 20 years.

The Shadow 
Minister for Natural 
Resources Paul Scully 
said the inquiry was an 
opportunity for the sector 
as well as timber-dependent 
communities to have a voice 
about the long-term future of 
their industry and their jobs.

“These hardworking 
communities need direction, 
help and hope after a horror 
12-months of bushfires and 
floods,” Mr Scully said.

“Already timber suppliers 
are facing supply problems for 
house frames, decking and 
hardwood products.”

Mr Scully said the inquiry 
was necessary because the 
NSW government had run 
out of ideas to help support 
the industry and its timber 
workers and communities.

Submissions from 
individuals, industry 
stakeholders and local 
government close with the 
committee secretariat on May 
28.

Timber NSW general 
manager Maree McCaskill 
said the terms of the inquiry 
appeared to be very broad 

and captured the entire value 
chain.

“The inquiry seems to 
focus on the industry rather 
than environmental issues,” 
she said.

“They want to look at jobs, 
the supply chain, threats to 
construction and other issues 
to balance the environmental 
focus of other committees.”

Ms McCaskill said the 
inquiry certainly flagged the 
sustainability of the native 
forest industry post-bushfires 
2019-20 and now after the 
floods.

“It could well give the 
industry and the forest 
researchers an opportunity 
to provide a great deal of 
scientific evidence that is 

often batted away by a sole 
focus on the environment,” 
Ms McCaskill said.

“The inquiry will provide 
an ideal opportunity to shine 
a better light on the work on 
koalas by Dr Brad Law (DPI 
principal research scientist) 
instead of this being sidelined 
by anti-native forestry 
researchers.”

A major study of forest 
sounds headed by Dr Law 
has found evidence for up 
to 10 times the rate of koala 
occupancy in north-east 
NSW forests than previously 
estimated. 

The NSW Department 
of Primary Industries 

project, which focused on 
koala response to timber 
harvesting, involved more 
than 14,500 hours of audio 
recorded over three years to 
measure the bellows of male 
koalas.

Dr Law said the technique 
saw SongMeter devices 
installed at 171 sites in state 
forests, national parks and 
reserves.

The study region spanned 
more than 1.7 million ha of 
mapped koala habitat – from 
the ranges and tablelands of 
northeast NSW to the Hunter 
River in the south and the 
Queensland border in the 
north.

Over three breeding 
seasons, researchers found 
that 65% of survey sites on 
average were occupied by at 
least one male koala (in the 
small zone surrounding each 
SongMeter).

“Interestingly, past 
timber harvesting did not 
influence koala occupancy,” 
Dr Law said. “There was no 
difference in results between 
heavily harvested, lightly 
harvested and old growth 
sites. 

“Time since harvesting 
and the amount of harvesting 
in the local area did not 
influence occupancy. There 
was also no difference 
between national park and 
state forest sites.

“Given the large extent 
of suitable habitat in the 
hinterland forests of the 
northeast, the results show 
koalas are more widespread 
than previously understood, 
both in existing national parks 
and state forests.”

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

TERMS OF
INQUIRY VARY
BROADLY ACROSS
VALUE CHAIN

First major review of state’s forests
‘throws light on scientific evidence’
Wide koala survival rates in north NSW and Hunter back in focus

1/   Dr Brad Law… koalas are more 
widespread than previously  
understood, both in existing  
national parks and state forests.
2/   Maree McCaskill... inquiry 
certainly flags the  
sustainability of the native forest 
industry post-bushfires.
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THE building industry’s old foe 
the ravenous Cryptotermes 
brevis is back on the front 
page with the news the 
Queensland government is 
to stop funding fumigation 
control of Australia’s most 
destructive termite.

“This could be the end of 
the world as we know it,” 
joked a well-known wag in the 
timber industry.

A joke if it wasn’t so serious.

Our inquiries confirm the 
fumigation program of the 
more commonly known West 
Indian drywood termite – 
although it’s not a native of  
the Caribbean – will no 
longer be funded by the 
state through its forestry and 

biosciences division.

“It’s an expensive business 
and no longer fits the portfolio 
of budget items,” a researcher 
said.

The division will continue 
to provide ID on the pest, 
how to detect and treat it and 
optimise control methods, but 
the fumigation procedures 

will be offered for tender to 
commercial interests.

This is sure to send shock 
waves through the housing 
industry in Queensland with 
the broader question of who 
will maintain the program 
with suggestions fumigation 
charges might be sheeted 
home to house owners.

This is something housing 
authorities need to ponder.

The pest has caused 
significant damage to 
buildings, chiefly in 
Maryborough but also 
in Bundaberg, Brisbane, 
Rockhampton and Townsville. 
A control and containment 

Cryptotermes 
brevis… pretty 
customer with 
strong jaws for 
chewing wood 
fibre, claws for 
gripping wooden 
surfaces and 
antennae  
resembling 
the beads of a 
necklace strung 
together.

TIMBER PROTECTION
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program, involving 
surveillance and 
fumigation of 
infestations, has 
been in place in 
Queensland since 
the 1960s.

In 2015, Leanne 
Donaldson, then 
Agriculture Minister 
and Member for 
Bundaberg in the 
second Palaszczuk 
Cabinet, said 
the government, 
industry and the 
community should share 
responsibility for managing 
biosecurity risks.

Answering a question 
from Bruce Saunders, MP 
Maryborough, Ms Donaldson 
said the government 

would continue existing 
arrangements and fund the full 
cost of controlling termites.

”Owners of infested 
buildings and other items will 
not be required to contribute 
to the cost of treatment,”  
she said.

Ms Donaldson 
told parliament 
the termite had 
the potential to 
cause serious 
economic impacts 
to Queensland's 
built environment 
due to its ability 
to infest buildings 
"top down" through 
structural gaps, 
unlike subterranean 
termites which 

entered buildings from the 
ground up.

We remember when the 
termite was discovered in 

Old Parliament House in 
1979, introduced through 
the furniture and causing 
considerable structural 
damage as it slowly chewed 
through the building from the 
inside.

Fumigation involved 
wrapping the old building 
in a big circus-like tent that 
resembled a huge Kentucky 
Fried Chicken box and then it 
was treated and renovated. 

Politicians and their 
staff moved across to 
the Annexe building, 
an extension that was 
finished in 1979.

Editor’s note: 
Cryptotermes brevis 
was first described by 
the British entomologist 
Francis Walker from 
a location in Jamaica 
in 1853. But it was 
thought to originate from 
Amazonia and spread to 

the Caribbean and elsewhere 
in ships made of wood or 
in wooden articles such as 
furniture.

1

1/   Old Parliament House in 
Brisbane… wrapped in a tent and 
fumigated against the West Indian 
drywood termIte in 1979.
2/   Covid protection? No. West  
Indian drywood termite  
fumigation.
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Greens must apologise for slur against forestry workers
GREENS Leader Cassie 
O’Connor must apologise 
for the disgraceful public 
slur made against the 
state’s forestry workers 
on radio show Tasmania 
Talks, says Forest and Wood 
Communities Australia.

Ms O’Connor accused 

timber workers of carrying 

out a tree spiking incident 

early last year.

“If she has the evidence, 

let’s see it,” FWCA director 

Kelly Wilton said.

“Otherwise her comments 
can only be seen as 
inflammatory, baseless and 
just another example of 
the Greens scrabbling for 
relevance at election time,” 
she said.

“It’s gutter politics and 

typical of the demonisation 
and mental abuse that has 
been inflicted for decades on 
good hard-working people 
by corporate activism’s 
political wing. It’s not the first 
time Cassie O’Connor has 
displayed such spite.”
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