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ENGINEERED WOOD

Frame webinar series this month
Innovative mass timber construction projects featured
AS the trend to sustainability
gathers pace, Frame Australia
is launching a unique series
of CPD-accredited webinars
featuring innovative timber
and mass wood construction
projects.
The use of offsite timber
and mass wood building
construction in Australia has
doubled in just two years, a
trend driven by the financial
and environmental benefits
of timber and mass wood
buildings.
“Demonstrably proven
faster construction times,
higher build quality, less
site labour, less waste,
less disruption and lower
environmental impact mean
lower project costs overall,”
Frame Australia director Kevin
Ezard said.
“Innovative materials and
related digital technologies
will drive costs lower and
mounting environmental
pressures due to climate
change will only accelerate
this trend,” he said.
Frame Australia’s onehour webinar series focuses
on real projects, real
challenges and real solutions,

Timber products
used in the Library
included glulam
columns, mullions
and transoms,
plywood, blackbutt
acoustic baffling,
Tasmanian oak
acoustic panel
ceilings, batten
balustrading and
screens.
The panel
will
discuss
Marrickville Library… first presentation in Frame Australia’s monthly webinars
starting on February 17.
technological
and logistic skills
(and challenges) of the
with monthly webinars
crucial in the
pioneers.
commencing on February 17.
supply and erection of the
Features include:
• A wide range of
54 tall cylindrical columns
innovative timber and mass
with pre-assembled metal
• From concept to
wood projects.
components, with a core
completion - the only
webinars that cover the entire
• Discussion focus on 'real' of steel and a wrapping in
challenges and ‘real’ solutions glulam. These significant
design and build process.
components were
with interactive Q&A.
• Presenters include
prefabricated by Rubner
The first webinar broadcast
developers, architects,
Holzbau in Italy and shipped
on February 17 at 11 am
engineers, builders, and key
to Sydney ready for erection
(AEDT) discusses the $40
suppliers.
on site.
• Learn from the successes million Marrickville Library,
Registration cost is $85
overall winner at the 2020
(inc.
GST). Visit www.
Australian Timber Design
FOCUSING ON
frameaustralia.com
Awards. Presenters include

REAL PROJECTS,
REAL
SOLUTIONS

MicroPro

®

the project architect BVN,
builder CD Construction
Group and timber supplier
Rubner Holzbau from Italy.

(Nationally CPD accredited
for 1.5 points by the
Australian Institute of
Building)

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification,
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™).
The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts
of a final product – and not just the hazards
of a product’s ingredients.
For more information call us now

on 1800 088 809.
MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd.

2

TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS | ISSUE 643

| February 4, 2021

INDUSTRY NEWS

Forestry industry deserves a higher
profile in Canberra’s responsibilities

$22bn industry important to national economy and regional jobs
NEW Shadow Minister
for Agriculture, Hobartbased MP Julie Collins,
has been congratulated by
industry on her appointment
but, disappointingly, her
responsibility for forestry has
not been recognised in the
title.
Ms Collins said she looked
forward to representing
agriculture as a critical part of
the national economy.
“The agriculture industry
supports thousands of jobs in
regional Australia, including
so many in my electorate and
home state,” she said after
the appointment.
“With produce being left
to rot on farms across the
country because of labour
shortages the task of keeping
the Morrison government
accountable is a significant
responsibility.”
We fervently hope our $22
billion forest industry will get
similar attention as Ms Collins
settles into her new job.
Tasmanian Liberal senator
Jonno Duniam, who is
assistant minister for forestry,
said the appointment would
be a major test for Ms
Collins.
Julie Collins, who worked
for former state Shadow
Minister for Building and
Construction Jen Butler, and
was elected first female
representative for Franklin
in 2007, was taken from the

A MAJOR
TEST FOR
SHADOW
MINISTER

Julie Collins

Jonno Duniam

aged services portfolio in the
Shadow Cabinet reshuffle last
week.
The sweeping frontbench
changes saw eight members
of the shadow cabinet
change roles or have new
duties added.
Ed Husic, who was given
resources and agriculture
late last year when Joel
Fitzgibbon quit Labor’s
frontbench in November over
the party’s climate policy,
takes on Innovation and
Industry.
MP for Hunter Joel
Fitzgibbon has been
outspoken in his warnings
about Labor’s overreach on
climate policy and drifting
away from its traditional base.

Joel Fitgzgibbon

recalibrating our language,
which I think is very, very
important if you're going to
win back those people who
we were born to represent,”
he said on 2GB talk radio.
Mr Fitzgibbon is wellknown to the forestry,
agriculture, mining, oil and

Victor Violante

gas industries in his Hunter
electorate and remains
determined to highlight and
emphasise their importance
to the national economy and
the regional jobs they create.
Meanwhile, Scott
Cont P 4

The united voice
for Australia's
forest industries

He said he was happy
about the reshuffle which
sent a very strong message
to Labor’s traditional base
… “in particular that we're
having a bit of a rethink. It's
a bit of a mea culpa that we
may have done a few things
wrong over the course of the
last six or seven years.
“But as I've said very
publicly, changing the jockey
is not enough alone. We
need to demonstrate that
we are also contemplating
a new policy course and

(02) 6285 3833
enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
www.ausfpa.com.au
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INDUSTRY NEWS

housing market and other
commodities, and the
ongoing trade tensions with
China,” Mr Violante said.

From P 3

Morrison’s reference to
“winning the election this
year” in the first Liberal
partyroom meeting of
the parliamentary year on
Tuesday reinforces the belief
of MPs that he will go to the
polls in 2021.
Should there be a change in
the Labor leadership before
then, this won’t be a lay
down misère for the PM.
Australian Forest
Products Association
deputy CEO Victor Violante
said Julie Collins brought
an understanding of the
importance of the forestry
sector to the national
economy and to her home

INDUSTRY
SUPPORT
CONTINUES
FROM JOEL
FITZGIBBON

Industry will continue to press for a higher forestry profile in federal
politics, asserting that industry should have its own ‘exclusive’ Minister
for Forests.

state of Tasmania.
“As a Tasmanian MP
representing an electorate
where forestry is a major
industry, I have no doubt
Ms Collins understands its
importance,” Mr Violante said.
“AFPA has a positive working
relationship with the federal
Labor Party and its MPs and
senators, and I have no doubt
this will continue with Ms
Collins in this important role.”

Mr Violante said he looked
forward to meeting with
Ms Collins soon to brief her
on the opportunities and
challenges facing Australia’s
forest products industries and
the 180,000 workers across
its full value chain.
“Like many industries,
last year was challenging
for forestry, with the Black
Summer bushfires, the
impact of Covid-19 on the

“I am confident that Ms
Collins is well placed to
build on the Labor’s proforestry platform that has
led to bipartisanship on key
issues ranging from the
regional forest agreements,
to allowing plantations to
participate in the carbon
market.”
Mr Violante also
acknowledged the work
done by outgoing agriculture
spokesperson Ed Husic.
“Mr Husic has visited
several forest industry
regions in recent months and
saw first-hand some of the
modern, innovative timber
processing operations that
we have in Australia, and I
look forward to continuing
to work with Mr Husic in his
new role,” Mr Violante said.
JIM BOWDEN

Time running out for forest families
on a merry-go-round of indecision
TA B M A T R A I N I N G
Customised training solutions
Flexible training delivery
Highly skilled trainers
NEW: Online WH&S eLearning

MEMBER ONLY OFFER: SAVE $450
1 FREE TRAINING MODULE

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483
tabmatraining.edu.au
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TIME is running out for
family-operated forestry
operations in Victoria’s east
Gippsland as uncertainty of
supply threatens jobs and
clouds the future.
Blair and Campbell Pty Ltd
says it has been unable to
re-negotiate agreements with
VicForests, leaving them and
their staff unable to plan for
the future
“The latest advice,
following almost a year of
back and forth, suggests
there is no resolution on
when, or even if, we will be
offered a new agreement,”
director Adam Campbell said.
“We were told to wait
until October 2020, then at
the end of the year, even
after the approval of plans,
we were told there will no

resolution before the end of
May 2021,” he said.
“The issue remains
that even after a year of
negotiations, assessments,
planning and approval of
Timber Release Plans,
VicForests still doesn’t have
confidence in the resource
availably to start negotiating
new agreements.”
Courtney Campbell added:
“Negotiating contracts must
commence now, not after
they have expired. Failing
to negotiate contracts
places businesses like ours
in an untenable position
whereby retaining staff
is almost impossible,
investing in continuing the
business cannot happen and
maintaining the high level
of standard we aspire to is
unachievable.”

SUPPLY CRISIS

Strong supply message for industry
as mother of log jams hits Portland
PSSST! Want a few thousand
tonnes of softwood logs?
Take ‘em … they’re free … or
seem to be. Just arrange the
transport.
What to do with the
massive stockpile at Victoria’s
Portland port – reportedly
anywhere between 60,000
and 200,000 tonnes – has
been a Chinese puzzle for
industry since the imports
ban late last year on a raft
of Australian commodities,
including logs.
Like stale bread, the
logs are fast approaching
their used-by date and
port authorities want them
removed as port charges
mount up.
Logs lifted onto one ship
just as the bans took effect
were quickly and roughly
off-loaded causing damage to
the timber.
Processors in the Green
Triangle say there have been

QUALITY OF
WOODCHIPS
NOT UP TO PAR
FOR MARKET

Portland… busting at
the seams.

no offers for them to access
the logs from forest growers
– even while they were in
reasonable condition.
A plan to install a processor
at the port was abandoned
because the low quality of
chips from the deteriorating
logs were unacceptable in
the market.
Small loads were
transported to a pulp
processor in NSW but the
project was abandoned.
Softwood log exports,
while not near the level of
two or three years ago, had

picked up at Portland and
have traditionally been a
strength for the port.
China makes up more than
70% of the export market for
logs, and a similar amount
or more of all exports from
the port is destined for that
country.
The whole process at
Portland is about jobs and the
economy and it’s absolutely
critical for the federal
government to go through
the issue.
At least 18,000 jobs in
the Green Triangle region

are dependent on the forest
industry, which had been
shown to have an $800
million economic benefit.
The situation at Portland
again brings into focus the
future problem of a major
log supply shortage in the
near future for domestic
processors. And it must be
realised also that imported
engineered timber will
not always be there in big
quantities to fill the supply
gap. Early 2021 is challenging
for the timber supply chain
Cont P 8

Beautiful. Natural.
Sustainable. Australian.
You can be assured that wood carrying the
Responsible Wood mark has come from certiﬁed
Australian forests that are sustainably managed
to the highest global standards.

responsiblewood.org.au

Wildlife Retreat at Taronga, NSW
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OPINION

Putting the interests of Australians
and environment ahead of ideology

Will the findings of the bushfire royal commission be accepted?
THE usual
science of fire
A timely report by ROGER UNDERWOOD as an 80 km-wide bushfire front that
controversy about
behaviour and the
started on Monday around the semi-rural township of Woorooloo in Western
fuel reduction
technology of safe
Australia moves towards Perth just 35 km away, so far burning more than 9000 ha
burning in forested
burning and who
parks and reserves
have in place good
and claiming at least 60 houses.
has erupted in the
quality control and
whole new
wake of the Black
impact monitoring.
element into the
Summer bushfires in NSW,
This might seem like an
Queensland and Victoria.
burning debate:
intimidating list but it needs
the political
Predictably, two broad
to be remembered that the
camps formed up on opposite and scientific
burning program is funded
controversy
sides of the blackened and
from the public purse
around climate
shrivelled no-man's land that,
and therefore it must be
change, if it is real
until a few months ago, had
professionally planned and
been beautiful eucalypt forest and what to do
executed. Moreover, burning
about it. The ‘fire
and haven for wildlife.
has an inherent risk. But,
chiefs’ argue that
the great thing about both of
On one side are the land
the first priority
these factors is that the more
and bushfire managers,
for Australian
burning is done, the more
land owners and volunteer
governments
firefighters – people who deal
money is saved from the
must be to reduce
with fire in the real world.
need to fight mega-fires and
CO2 emissions.
They are all calling for more
on bushfire recovery.
They assert that
prescribed burning, knowing
Even better, the more
control operations in which
if this is done,
that it will mitigate bushfire
burning that is done, the
we were able to control very
the Australian climate will
intensity, making fires easier
easier, cheaper and safer it
intense fires when they ran
become so mild and damp
and safer to control.
becomes.
out of long-unburnt bush,
that bushfires will no longer
Loud in opposition are
To be honest I despair
be a problem.
carrying heavy fuels, into
the green academics and
over
the attitudes of those
recently-burned
areas
where
No, the controversy will not
environmentalists, usually
who
oppose fuel reduction
the
fuels
were
light
and
be resolved by debate and
supported by the ABC,
burning. It is not just that their
may be irresolvable, at least in patchy.
claiming that fuel reduction
arguments are invalid, it is
the short term. But it could be
But my support for
does not work, and even if it
that they cannot or will not
short-circuited by determined
burning
is
qualified.
For
did, this would be a pyrrhic
see this.
governments … real leaders
example:
it
must
be
seen
victory, because the burning
who are prepared to put the
as
part
of
a
comprehensive
The ‘burning-destroys-thewould have destroyed our
interests of Australians and
and
integrated
bushfire
biodiversity’
story simply
fragile biodiversity.
their environment before
management system, not a
does not hold water. I have
There is nothing new about
ideology.
solution in its own right; it
yet to hear of one plant or
any of this. The same debate
must be done strategically,
animal in Australia that has
I am a true-believer in
with the same sort of people
and must be cyclic, so that
become extinct, or that has
the value of fuel reduction
on the same sides making the
there is always a mosaic of
even become endangered
burning.
Over
the
years
I
same points has been going
different fuel ages across the
as a result of a properly
have
done
a
lot
of
burning
on for at least 60 years.
forest; burns must be large
executed fuel reduction
and, even better, I have been
What is new, however, is
enough to give benefits at the burning program.
involved many times in fire
the entry into the debate of
landscape level, and must be
On the contrary, forests
a third party: the self-styled
thorough enough to actually
subjected to periodic
LET
THE
INDUSTRY
‘fire chiefs’. They disdain
reduce fuel quantities; and
mild-intensity burning are
DO THAT – IT
fuel reduction and have little
the work must be in the
healthier, more beautiful,
interest in biodiversity, but are
ALWAYS HAS AND
hands of trained, experienced more productive and more
fixated on climate change.
IT ALWAYS WILL
and confident people who
This has introduced a
Cont P 16
understand the underlying
6
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 AUSTRALASIA

FEBRUARY
8-12: Future Timber Hub
showcase. Looking at
research and partners facilities
through a series of lunchtime
webinars from 12 pm to
1:15 pm (AEST) each day,
starting on Day 1 with projects
covering prefabrication and
digital fabrication strategies
for large-scale timber
construction; and alternative
uses for under-valued sawmill
products in innovative timber
structures. Details and how to
register will be listed on www.
futuretimberhub.org More
details next issue.

MARCH
15–18: DANA New Zealand
Forest Industry Status
and Outlook Conference
and Field Trip – Napier
Conference Centre,
Marine Parade, Napier,
New Zealand. For further
information visit www.
danaevents.co.nz/2021napier/

or contact Conference
Organiser Julie Bell admin@
dana.co.nz
19: Doing Timber Business
in Queensland – Northern
Suburbs Bowls Club 175
Edinburgh Castle Rd, Wavell
Heights, QLD. Join QLD’s
full industry supply chain
at a one day symposium
followed by barefoot bowls
& BBQ networking. For
more information visit www.
timberqueensland.com.au/
events or email admin@
timberqueensland.com.au

Natalie Scott at n.scott@
hardwareaustralia.com.au

at n.scott@hardwareaustralia.
com.au

17: Queensland Hardware
Industry Awards – Rydges
South Bank, Brisbane, QLD.
6:30pm-11:30pm. Contact
Natalie Scott at n.scott@
hardwareaustralia.com.au

17: Western Australia
Industry Awards –
Beaumonde on the Point,
Perth, WA. 12:00pm –
3:30pm. Contact Natalie Scott
at n.scott@hardwareaustralia.
com.au

AUGUST
13: South Australian
Hardware Industry Awards
– Stamford Grand, Glenelg,
SA. 6:30-11:30pm. Contact
Natalie Scott at n.scott@
hardwareaustralia.com.au

JUNE

SEPTEMBER

16–18: TABMA National
Conference – Oaks Cypress
Lakes Resort, Hunter Valley,
NSW. Contact Alicia Oelkers
at alicia@tabma.com.au

4: TABMA QLD Awards
Dinner – Rydges South
Bank, Brisbane, QLD. 6.00pm
start. Contact Alicia Oelkers at
alicia@tabma.com.au

JULY
10: Victorian & Tasmanian
Hardware Awards
– Showtime Events
Centre, Melbourne, VIC.
6:30pm-11:30pm. Contact

10: New South Wales
Hardware Legends and
Industry Awards – Doltone
House Darling Island,
Sydney, NSW. 12:00pm –
4:30pm. Contact Natalie Scott

OCTOBER
TBA: TABMA NSW Awards
Dinner – Sydney, NSW.
Contact Alicia Oelkers at
alicia@tabma.com.au
11-14: IFA/AFG national
conference ‘Your Forests,
Our Future’ – Country Club
Tasmania, Launceston,
TAS, Australia. Open to
forest scientists, forestry
professionals and forest
growers. Call for abstracts
and sponsorship opportunities
will be released in coming
months. Contact Institute of
Foresters of Australia. Visit
www.forestry.org.au or phone
(03) 9695 8940.

Bushfire modelling to boost emergency response
AUSTRALIA will develop
a nationally consistent
bushfire modelling and
prediction capability under an
agreement announced today
between CSIRO, Australia’s
national science agency, and
AFAC, the National Council
for Fire and Emergency
Services.
The partnership involves

the development of Spark
Operational, a cutting-edge
bushfire simulation tool
based on CSIRO’s ‘Spark’ fire
prediction platform.
Fire and emergency
services agencies across
Australia will be able to
use Spark Operational,
opening bushfire prediction
opportunities across borders

and over different landscapes.

seconds.

CSIRO’s Spark platform
combines current fire
behaviour knowledge with
state-of-the-art simulation
science to produce
predictions, statistics and
visualisations of bushfire
spread, as well as simulating
hours of fire spread across
a landscape in a matter of

AFAC’s fire prediction
services group will work
with CSIRO to improve
existing technology and
build a national system
that allows for consistent
bushfire predictions to
support emergency service
and response teams across
borders.

Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021 GLOBAL

EVENTS LISTS MAY CHANGE DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING
AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES FOR UPDATES.
FEBRUARY

APRIL

JULY

24-26: Reforestation for biodiversity,
carbon and livelihoods – VIRTUAL
EVENT. The Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew and Botanic Gardens Conservation
International will jointly convene a three
day debate, scientific research, best
practice and policy recommendations
to go beyond the headlines and find
ways to raise the standard of global
reforestation. The conference will create
a global hub of expertise and innovative
thinking, to ensure that reforestation
delivers benefits not just for carbon
capture, but also for biodiversity and
human wellbeing. For further information
see: www.worldagroforestry.org/event/
reforestation-biodiversity-carbon-captureand-livelihoods

1-4: International Conference on
Agriculture, forestry, Biotechnology
and Food Science (ICAFBFS) – Bali,
Indonesia. The key intention of
ICAFBFS is to provide opportunity for
the global participants to share their
ideas and experience. This event will
also help the delegates to establish
research or business relations as well
as to find international linkage for future
collaborations. For further information
see: www.allconferencealert.com/eventdetail.html?ev_id=522856

2-4: The International Forest Festival
– Feanedock National Forest,
Leicestershire. UK. Music, forests, art
and ideas. For further information see:
https://timberfestival.org.uk/

MARCH
8-10: European Forest Products
Industry Conference – VIRTUAL
EVENT. Fastmarkets RISI. Pulp, paper
and packaging forecasts and panel
discussions - Understand the key market
changes impacting the European supply
chain and beyond. For more information
see: www.risiinfo.com/events/
9-11: Dubai WoodShow – Dubai
World Trade Centre, Dubai. The Dubai
WoodShow is the premier destination for
wood specialists. It is the region’s only
dedicated business-to-business meeting
place for the wood, wood accessories
and woodworking machinery industry.
For further information see: www.
woodshowglobal.com/dubai/#section3
From P 5

in Britain and Europe,
exacerbated by pandemicrelated issues and massive
changes in market dynamics
and high levels of global
demand for timber and wood
products.
This is setting the scene for
continuing tight timber supply
conditions for Australia’s
traditional suppliers, certainly
through to the second quarter
of 2021, if not longer.
Early in the pandemic many
European sawmills were
temporarily shut. Lockdowns
across the UK and Europe
8

MAY
24-28: XV World Forestry Congress –
Seoul, South Korea. 15th World Forestry
Congress. The theme will be: Building a
green, healthy and resilient future with
forests. For further information see:
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.
html?act=view&aid=40

JUNE
29-1: WoodEX for Africa – Gallagher
Convention Centre, Johannesburg,
South Africa. Long established as the
gateway to Africa’s timber trade, WoodEX
for Africa 2021 will be the ultimate
machinery, tools and supplies gathering
in Africa. Held in conjunction with the
2nd Deck & Flooring Expo and co-located
with Africa’s biggest construction expo,
African Construction Expo. For further
information see: https://woodexforafrica.
com/

AUGUST
9-12: World Conference on Timber
Engineering – Santiago, Chile. Uruguay
XXI will host as part of its strategy to
promote investments in the forestry and
wood sector. This is the first time this
event is held in South America and will be
hosted by the Chilean capital. The main
topics that this conference will cover are
sustainable forests for timber production,
wood products and connections, wood
engineering and architecture, policy,
implementation and management,
education, promotion and future trends.
For further information see: www.
uruguayxxi.gub.uy/en/events/article/145/
16-19: 20th Commonwealth Forestry
Conference – VIRTUAL EVENT. An
informal forum for foresters, and all those
with an interest in the forestry sector to
exchange knowledge and experience. It
is organized by the Standing Committee
on Commonwealth Forestry and covers
general aspects of forest management
and governance and has a focus on the
changing priorities of the forestry sector.
For further information see: https://
cfc2021.ubc.ca/
• Please send events to John Halkett:
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com

then produced a massive
surge in demand for DIY
projects which has impacted
on the construction sector.

supplying the raw material
requirements of Australia’s
domestic wood processing
industry.

Demand in Europe, and
especially the US, has
also affected the amount
of material available in
traditionally well-stocked
markets.

The code governs
plantation owners and their
dealings with domestic
processing facilities including
prospective customers.
This follows the significant
increases in the export of
wood fibre from the port
of Portland since 2012,
averaging 1.7 million green
metric tonnes a year over the
last five years where much of
this fibre has been exported
at the expense of current and
potentially future domestic

In Australia, a draft
forest industry code of
practice widely accepted
by the sector, the South
Australian Timber Processors
Association submits that
forest growers should
commit to a policy of
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demand from domestic wood
processors.
That Australia should be
processing its own wood
rather than exporting it – or
importing it – remains a
vexed question the industry
must address.
Until the China log ban,
producers in South Australia,
Victoria, Queensland and
Tasmania were getting better
returns by exporting wood.
Someone has to sit down
with a pencil and paper
and work out a plan – and a
solution – quickly.
JIM BOWDEN

TIMBER ENGINEERING WEBINARS

ARC hub webinars focus on fire science
REGISTRATIONS are open for
the ARC Future Timber Hub
research showcase, a series of
free lunchtime webinars from
February 8 to 12 from 12 pm
to 1:15 pm (AEST).

Innovative
Wollongong, NSWbased manufacturer
Pat Thornton of Loggo
building systems has
completed full-scale
trials on a floor frame
test rig built from
peeler cores and
assembled on site
at the University of
Queensland’s School
of Civil Engineering,
highlighting how a
by-product of the
plywood industry
can be converted into
high-value low-cost
structural engineered
wood products.

To register visit www.
futuretimberhub.org/newsevents
Speakers on Day 5 include
Dr Cristian Maluk, a senior
lecturer and an expert in
structural fire engineering
and the broader scope of
fire safety science, and
Dr Juan Hidalgo, a senior
lecturer in timber and fire
safety engineering. Both
are from the UQ’s School of
Civil Engineering fire safety
engineering research group.
Day 1, February 8: University
of Queensland structures
and architecture showcase
covering prefabrication and
digital fabrication strategies

for large-scale timber
construction; and alternative
uses for under-valued sawmill
products in innovative timber
structures.
Day 2, February 9:
Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries showcase
covering impact of continuous
drying on key production
and performance criteria of

engineered wood structural
elements; non-destructive
evaluation of elastic
material properties; acoustic
characterisation of wood
based massive panels;
Day 3, February 10:
Griffith University showcase
covering progressive collapse
(robustness) resistance of tall
timber frame buildings with

CLT floors; the optimisation of
wood-based mass-panels for
Australian building systems.
Day 4, February 11:
University of Canterbury
showcase, featuring
the behaviour of critical
connections and core wall
systems in tall timber
buildings; resilient design of
structural timber beam-tocolumn connections in fire
condition.
Day 5, February 12:
University of Queensland
fire showcase, featuring a
prototype hybrid timberFRP with enhanced fire and
serviceability performance;
exploring the selfextinguishment mechanism of
engineered timber in full-scale
compartment fires.
Visit www.futuretimberhub.
org or email timber@civil.
uq.edu.au

Australian Hardwood
Jarrah
Spotted Gum
Silvertop Ash
Karri
Wormy
Chestnut
Available in
various sizes
and quality for:
Decking
Screen
Flooring
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OPINION THE FOREST LANDSCAPE

Climate change report to transform
New Zealand society as we know it
THE New Zealand Climate
Change Commission this
week published its important
Climate Change Report.
While not binding on the
government, we expect
it to be the blueprint for
government action into
2022. Early commentary (as
expected) ranges from “a
far-reaching transformative
report” to “the end of
civilisation as we know it”.
Behind the report have
been a series of steps taken
by both governments from
2015, including Jacinda
Ardern, then candidate and
then PM since 2017 stating
then that “climate change is
my generation's nuclear-free
moment”.
But few concrete
steps have been taken to
decarbonise … and now
the Labour-only government
wants its second term to
be one of “delivery” (sadly
lacking most promises in
its first term as a coalition
government).
The commission
recommends New Zealand
becomes carbon neutral
by 2050 – earlier than was

H3

H4

H5

Fewer cattle for climate change… but somehow more beef and milk.

envisaged.

It seems clear to DANA
director Dennis Neilson, and
to several other pine and
native plantation specialists,
that the climate change
commission’s advisers have
not understood the relative
costs, returns and survival
rates of pine and native
planting on hill country. And/
or it has reduced pine tree
planting targets purely to
satisfy the farming sector in
(probably the forlorn hope)

To achieve this will involve
several changes across the
board, including:
• Reducing sheep, beef
and dairy cow numbers
by 15% by 2030 – but
(intriguingly) with no loss
of milk production and with
the volume of beef actually
increasing.
• To actually reduce the
extra planting of pine trees,
but to hugely increase
planting of native trees.
It targets an extra 700,000
new-land hectares of natives
between now and 2050,
which dwarfs a new reduced
target of planting 300,000 ha
of exotic trees.

ADVISERS
HAVE NOT
UNDERSTOOD
THE RELATIVE
COSTS

that farmers will jump at the
opportunity to reduce their
herds, and (the even more
forlorn hope) that they will
line up to plant out their
steepest and most exposed
country with native trees.
An initial calculation by
Neilson suggests there is
a carbon cost and growth
“efficiency gap” of 250%
between pines and native
plantations. No farmer will
chose natives over pines with
this massive gap which they
will have to pay for.
Forestry expert Jeff
Tombleson contends that
nurse crops of pine could be
planted on the same land for
Cont P 11

H6

Its all about...

sustainability.

Tanalised®, symbolising sustainable outdoor wood products.
Proven protection solutions, enhancing the performance
of natural timber and wood products for over 70 years.
✓ Logs, posts and pole products
✓ Solid wood and timber products
✓ Engineered wood products
tanalisedinformation.oceania@lonza.com

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. © Lonza 2020
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and a ban on importing fossilfuelled vehicles from 2032.

From P 10

natural transition to natives
resulting in more than three
times the stored carbon in
2050 for a tenth of the cost
compared to establishing
pure native plantations.
But, even worse, it is
unlikely that most pure native
plantations on steep country
– exposed to the intense sun
and howling dry winds – will
survive past the seedling
stage.
In any event, unless the
government spends more
than $10 billion paying
farmers to plant natives, they
are unlikely to take up the
challenge.
Neilson hopes that
consultation will remedy such
irrational programs. However,
climate change is 10% facts
and 90% politics – so maybe
not?
Other non-rural land use
changes envisaged by the

• Immediate changes to
urban planning to lead to 7%
less travel. Walking, cycling,
and public transport increase
25%, 95%, and 120%
respectively by 2030.
Experts in every field will
now start the time-honoured
NZ ‘knocking process’ by
proving it is all wrong and
even if it is right, none
of it can happen without
bankrupting the country.

(Jim Hubbart Stuff.co.nz)

The commission’s report
is now open for public
consultation before being
formally tabled, with
government action due in
2022.

commission include:
• The Rio Tinto-owned Tiwai
Point aluminium smelter to
close by 2026.
• Coal use in buildings
eliminated by 2030 and
no further natural gas
connections to the grid or
bottled LPG installations after
2025.
• A 50% market share for
electric vehicles by 2027
(compared to just 2% today)

Will this major new climate
change report steer New
Zealand’s future for the next
50 years? Or will it end up in
already overflowing landfills
accumulating dozens of
earlier such reports?

Jeff Tombleson

Time will tell.

Some standards enforced
in Australia originate from
international certifying bodies
Small (ie business card, comp slips etc)

Think Global (not just Local)

Always purchase appropriately
certified imported timber products
Medium (large stationary items etc)

Member

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc

www.atif.asn.au

Large (packaging etc)
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MODULAR CONSTRUCTON

Hoop pine ply a learning ‘curve’ for
NSW state school building program

90-year-old Brisbane manufacturer in a class of its own for panelling
THE design and
construction of the
$55 million Jordan
Springs primary
school in suburban
Sydney was
completed in just
over 12 months
– a record for any
state government
schools
infrastructure
project.
The project
was a close
collaboration
between
Melbourne-based
modular homes
manufacturer
Modscape,
Group GSA, a
building design
consultant, and
Richard Crookes
Constructions,
both in Sydney.

Plywood panels finished in a unique three-coast system at Jordan Springs provided durability and an attractive outward
appearance for the school’s modular buildings. Photos: Modscape and Richard Crookes Constructions

Jordan Springs is seen
as the beginning of a new
era for the Department of
Education as it examines
modern and innovative
methods of construction.
And Brisbane-based plywood
manufacturer Austral
Plywood met the challenge,
supplying its factory-finished
architectural panels for
internal and semi-exposed
areas throughout the school’s
4406 sq m of learning space.
Jordan Springs, north of
Penrith, demonstrates how
design for manufacture and
assembly can be utilised
for off-site works to create
a seamless, high-quality
and rapid project. While
the modules were being
constructed within the
12

Modscape factory, the school
site was being prepared
and Richard Crookes
Constructions was able
to undertake preliminary
traditional construction works
that would eventually marry
the modules after installation.

factories for more sustainable
and efficient project delivery.

More than 95% of the
school was built off-site under
a pilot of a new construction
method that can deliver
permanent buildings in
shorter time-frames. It is part
of the state government's
$6.7 billion commitment
to accommodate surging
populations in NSW schools.

While a typical school
build takes one to two
years, Jordan Springs was
assembled within seven
months, with an extra two
months to finalise additional
works such as landscaping.

Jordan Springs is the first
of five to be built using a
‘design for manufacture
and assembly construction’
method, which involves
architecturally designed
buildings being constructed in
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Classroom components
were built in factories in
Victoria, then transported up
the Hume Highway over four
weeks by large trucks under
police escort.

Education Minister Sarah
Mitchell said the new method
had reduced on-site building

$6BN UPGRADE
FOR PRIMARY
SCHOOLS IN
NSW

time by up to 50%, without
project delays due to bad
weather or external factors.
While not all Sydney
schools will be deemed
suitable for the new
construction method, the
government has suggested
it was a good option for
fast-growing areas with high
demand for enrolments.
It will also look to move
construction to NSW
factories, instead of Victoria.
Premier Gladys Berejiklian
said the coronavirus
pandemic had enabled some
infrastructure projects such
as schools to move faster.
“That’s really been
something we’re proud of
in NSW and we’ll need it to
continue," she said.
Cont P 13

MODULAR CONSTRUCTON

From P 12

Comprising 46 modules,
Jordan Springs includes 27
internal learning spaces, six
covered outdoor learning
spaces, a library, learning
auditorium, administration
spaces, a school hall and
plenty of landscaped ‘play’
areas for 600 students with
capacity to increase this to
1000 students.
Austral Plywood’s key role
focused on supplying more
than 2000 sq m of 2400 x
1200 x 9.5mm Ariaply panels
that were adhesive-fixed to
metal framing.
The ready-to-install panels
have found applications for
ceilings, soffits and internal
walls, available in seven
colours to suit any project –
blackbutt the choice for the
Jordan Springs school.

1

1/ Austral Plywood supplied
more than 2000 sq m of Ariaply
panels that were adhesive-fixed to
metal framing.

has Responsible Wood
forest certification and
chain-of-custody under
the Australian standard AS
4707:2014, awarded through
an independently-audited
process by the Engineered
Wood Products Association
of Australasia.

Made from high quality
certified Queensland hoop
pine (Araucaria cunninghamii),
the exterior Ariaply was
finished with a unique
three-coat system that
provided durability along
with an attractive outward
appearance for the school
buildings.
The same product has been

ON-SITE
BUILDING TIME
REDUCED BY
50 PERCENT

JIM BOWDEN
1

supplied to the Galungara
Primary School at Schofields
in Sydney’s north-west, a
$54 million project to be
completed early this year.

(With information from the NSW

A plywood manufacturer
since 1925, Austral Plywood
draws on 100% plantationgrown hoop pine, sourced
from HQPlantations in
southeast Queensland and

Department of Education).
Sydney’s Jordan Springs
primary school features hoop
pine cladding manufactured in
Brisbane by Austral Plywwod.
Photo: Modscape

Loans for new homes continue to set records
LOANS for the construction
of a new dwelling rose in
December, for the sixth
consecutive month, to reach
a new record.
This is the highest monthly
result since the Australian
Bureau of Statistics began
reporting this data in 2002
surpassing the record set
in September, October and
again in November.

“Since the announcement
of HomeBuilder in June
2020, confidence in
the housing market has
continued to thrive, aided by
low interest rates and house
price growth,” says HIA’s
economist Angela Lillicrap.
“The number of
construction loans to owner
occupiers in the December
quarter has doubled since

the same time last year,”
she said. “This leaves the
number of loans in 2020
higher than in 2019 by
36.3%.”

buyers were extremely
active in the market, taking
advantage of HomeBuilder
and various other federal and
state incentives.

The number of loans for
the purchase of land in the
December 2020 quarter is
also up by 86.3% compared
to the same period in 2019.

The number of loans to
first home buyers reached
the highest number since
2009, when post-GFC
housing stimulus stimulated
housing activity.

Ms Lillicrap said first home
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GLOBAL BUILDING TRENDS

Tree houses new level of global design?
Vancouver’s ‘green mountain’ counters generic glass and steel
TWO timber residential
towers proposed for
Vancouver are designed to
mimic large undulating cedars,
trees that thrive in the British
Columbia province.

the city is inviting
comments on
how the proposal
would fit into
the surrounding
neighbourhood.

The design by UK architects
Heatherwick Studio uses
the “tree as our inspiration,”
with the “idea of gentle
curving vertical structures
that connect the public on the
ground floor to the top of the
towers”.

The project is
the first high-rise
complex that the
world-renowned
architectural firm
has designed
in Canada. In
the report, the
designers say they
wanted to counter
the “generic glass
and steel towers
which look and
feel the same no
matter where you
are in the world.”

Because of Covid-19
restrictions, instead of the
usual open house for the
project, the city is holding an
online question and answer
period from February 22 to
March 14.The application
is being considered under
the rezoning policy for
Vancouver’s West End, and

emotional connection with
a huge, flat building,” the
architects said.
The two towers are
designed to look like trees –
one 30 storeys and the other
34 storeys made up of 401
strata residential units with
balconies and views to the
mountains, Stanley Park and
the harbour.

Vancouver’s twin residential towers…
designed to look like trees.

The design architects
say this style is “boring

and sterile” and lacking in
character and identity. “It’s
difficult to have a positive

The new towers would
sit on a five-storey ‘mixed
use podium’ that would
incorporate varied architectural
materials, including wood and
lots of greenery. Each of the
buildings’ two bases is styled
after a ‘green mountain’ that
would house restaurants and
shops and have a ground-floor
plaza designed to be closed
off in winter and opened up in
summer.

New Zealand Forest Industry - Status and Outlook
2021 Seminar, Conference and Field Trip

er now
Regist Bird
rly
for Ea s
Rate

15-18 March 2021. Napier Conference Centre - Napier, New Zealand
NZ and International
Speakers on the 2021 NZ
Forest Industry Status
and Outlook

NEW: Half day Seminar
15th March - Timber PLUS
Carbon Tree Farming

FOR WEBSITE
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With live or Zoom overseas
speakers from Russia, China,
Europe, UK and Australia

CLICK HERE
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Optional Field Trip, visiting
forest and wood processing
sites in Hawkes Bay and
Wairarapa

*places will be very limited

admin@dana.co.nz

THE WORLD OF TREES

Cinchona: ‘powder of the devil’ that
became life-saving cure for malaria

The ‘quinine tree’ that changed the course of world history
NOW the national tree of
Peru and Ecuador, Cinchona
changed the course of world
history.

The British Raj in
India depended on
quinine, taken daily
in 'tonic water' with
gin, lemon and
sugar to disguise
the bitter taste.

There are more than 20
species of this impressive
25-m tree (family
Rubiaceae) with large, shiny,
conspicuously veined leaves
and deliciously fragrant white
to lilac-pink flowers that grow
in small clusters, generally
pollinated by butterflies and
hummingbirds.
But the tree’s real claim to
fame is the effectiveness of
its bark for treating malaria.
In the early 17th century,
when Spanish colonists
and Jesuit missionaries in
Peru were first introduced
to Cinchona bark, there was
no malaria in South America.
Some historians suggest that
Cinchona was an indigenous
Quechua medicine used
to treat an unrelated fever,
and it was this that inspired
Europeans to make an
incredibly lucky guess.
In Europe where malaria
or ‘ague’ was endemic, they
found that Cinchona bark
could both cure and prevent
the disease.
Its reputation and use
spread quickly through Spain.
Ironically, it was probably
the Spanish, via their African
slave trade, who brought

The bark of the
Cinchona became
a revolutionary
treatment for
malaria.

malaria to the one continent
that didn’t have the disease,
but had the cure for it.

TALKING TREES

In a controlling ‘partnership’
with the Quechua, massive
logging of Cinchona trees
began, with fleets of ships
carrying the bark back to
Europe.
We now know that
Cinchona bark contains a
cocktail of alkaloid drugs
– probably evolved as a
defence against insects.
The name ‘quinine’ came
from the Quechua language,
quina-quina, ‘the bark of all
barks’. But quinine alkaloids
have the rare capability of
making certain components

With JOHN HALKETT
Sponsored by
Forestry Corporation of NSW

of our blood poisonous to the
malaria parasite.
Malaria was a problem
in Europe until the 20th

century, but in
the tropics the
disease was the
limiting factor to
European colonial
ambitions.
Virulent strains of malaria
killed more than half of all
Europeans who ventured to
some parts of Africa and Asia.
By the 1930s the Dutch
East Indies supplied most
of the world’s quinine, and
it remained a source of
strategic power through
World War 2. When Java and
its quinine supplies were
captured by Japan, the US
imported hundreds of tonnes
of Cinchona from Peru. Even
that wasn‘t enough, and tens
of thousands of US troops in
Africa and the South Pacific
were incapacitated for a lack
of quinine.
In India, the British Raj
depended on quinine where
the white powder was taken
daily in ‘tonic water’. To
disguise the bitter taste gin,
lemon and sugar were added
to make it more palatable,
resulting in the forerunners to
today’s G&T.

The largest manager of commercial
plantations and native forests in NSW
Visit us at forestrycorporation.com.au
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From P 6

biodiverse than
are those either
long-unburnt, or
incinerated in a
mega-inferno.
The value of fuel
reduction can be
argued by simple
physics. But
better than that,
it is reinforced by
the experiences
of firefighters
on the ground
on thousands of
occasions.
Where will it all end?
I would not want to preempt the report of the
upcoming Black Summer
Royal Commission but I
would expect it to come
out in support of expanded
programs of fuel reduction
burning.
Every bushfire inquiry since
1939 has come down in
favour of more burning (with
the single exception of the
COAG inquiry led by Professor
Whelan of Wollongong
University, author of the paper
‘Don't Fight Fire with Fire’).
I expect that the
commonwealth government
will endorse the royal
commission findings. Then
things become murky.
Victoria, for example, is
unlikely to accept them, the
current government beholden
to urban greens and their

Differing views on
bushfire control.

most senior fire chief referring
to fuel reduction burning as
"an emotional load of rubbish".
The responses of the NSW
and Queensland governments
are harder to predict and will
sway with the political winds
at the time.
Ultimately everything will
depend on whether or not
the commonwealth decides
to get tough. They have the
power to encourage the
adoption of effective burning
programs by the states and
territories. This could be done
through targeted funding of
approved plans, for example
by upgrading the National
Bushfire Mitigation Program
introduced many years ago
by John Howard and then
canned by Malcolm Turnbull.
The commonwealth could
also marginalise the green
academics opposed to fuel
reduction burning by the
simple expedient of no longer
lavishing enormous research

grants on them.
Finally, the commonwealth
could bring an end to the free
ride given by the media to
the ‘fire chiefs’. They should
be called out. Their position
is wholly unsustainable; they
have been unable to come
up with a single sensible
suggestion for tackling the
current bushfire crisis.
The message must change.
Fuel reduction should be
promoted as beneficial for
the bush (which it is), not just
something to be tolerated
as an effective fire control
measure.
I would be optimistic that
the pendulum might start

LACK OF
EXPERIENCE
ON OF THE
GREATEST
BARRIERS

to swing, and
we might get to
see a resurgence
of effective fuel
reduction all over
the country …
if it was not for
one other thing
– the absence of
sufficient numbers
of trained,
competent people
to do the burning.

Overcoming
the shortfall in
numbers of people who
can plan and execute a safe
and effective fuel reduction
burning program in the
nation's parks and forests
may prove to be one of the
biggest barriers to getting
bushfire management in
Australia back on the rails in
the short term.
Nevertheless, it can be
done, especially if a start is
made now.
• Roger Underwood is a
forester with 50 years’
experience in bushfire
management and bushfire
science. He has worked
as a firefighter, a district
and regional manager, a
research manager and senior
government administrator. He
is chairman of The Bushfire
Front, an independent
professional group
promoting best practice in
bushfire management.

Have you liked our Facebook page yet?
Timber and Forestry Enews is on Facebook and would like to
increase its reach to a wider community. Please like and share
our page so we can get the timber and forestry message out
to a bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave
us a review. Any timber or forestry topics you would like to see
covered or want to share timber or forestry related subjects you
are passionate about, please let us know.
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FOREST PROMOTION

IFA-AFG: Women in forestry will
help us ‘sing from same songsheet’
JACQUIE MARTIN

THERE is a need for the forest
sector to ‘sing from the same
songsheet’ to communicate
the value and positive
messages of forest science
and forest management in
Australia.

carbon capture.
Becher Townsend from Font
PR has prepared a few points
that the sector can use or
modify for their own media
releases. If you have a highresolution photo of a female
forester working then include
this to media as it improves
the chances of it being
picked up.

This was the theme running
through a presentation at
an Institute of Foresters
of Australia seminar in
November by Howard ParryHusbands of Pollinate, an
experienced marketing
researcher specialising in
branding, innovations and
communications development
The IFA/AFG seminar also
initiated the idea of leveraging
off signature events such
as the International Day of
Forests, Tree Planting Day
and Women in Science to
proactively communicate
positive messages about
our sector.
To assist the forest sector
to “sing from the same
songsheet”, the organisations
have developed a resource for
forest industry stakeholders
which will enable broad
participation, promote positive
stories and build capacity for
those who are passionate
about forestry.
The resource includes social

Women in
forestry during
World War 2… a
force to be
reckoned with
over many years.

media guidance, the skeleton
of a media release and key
messages for the sector’s use.
On February 11, marking
the International Day of
Women and Girls in Science,
IFA/AFG will encourage the
forest sector to leverage off
the day to promote a new and
modern image of forestry and
highlight that the Australian
forest sector is smart,
science-based and egalitarian.
The day, tagged Australia’s
Female Forest Scientists,
aims to bring new solutions
to our environment, business

and future and will challenge
perceptions about forest
management in Australia. Key
messages will include:
• By using their scientific
expertise in our forests,
women are providing
innovative and creative
solutions.

If you don’t have high quality
photos of female foresters,
the FWPA image library is a
great resource.
At the conclusion of the
International Day of Women
and Girls in Science we will
be seeking feedback on
media response, success
of social media posts and
broader engagement with the
community. We are also keen
for your comment on these
resources and their usability.
If you create your own social
media posts, please include
this information.

• Not only is the forestry
sector smart and high-tech,
but it allows women to work
in the natural environment.

Contact Naomi Will at
admin@forestry.org.au or visit
www.forestry.org.au
Tel: (03) 6223 3333.

• Women scientists in the
forestry sector are helping to
solve problems around climate
change, renewables and

• Jacquie Martin is CEO,
Institute of Foresters of
Australia and Australian
Forest Growers.
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