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NSW Labor MP Ed Husic will 
take over responsibilities for 
agriculture, resources and 
forestry in the shadow cabinet 
following the shock decision 
by Joel Fitzgibbon to quit his 
senior role after an internal 
brawl on energy policy.

A communications specialist 
and former trade union leader, 
Mr Husic, 50, took his first 
step into regional affairs 
last week travelling 480 km 
from his Chifley electorate 
in western Sydney to visit 
the Hyne Timber mill at 
Tumbarumba.

Recovery is well under way 
at the mill thanks to the many 
volunteers and emergency 
services who protected it 
throughout the bushfire crisis.

Joined by Eden-Monaro MP 
Kristy McBain, Mr Husic’s visit 
was an opportunity to provide 
an update on attempts to find 
avenues of support to get logs 
to the mill from outside the 
viable freight distance while 
showcasing modern softwood 
manufacturing and the many 
jobs it supports directly and 
indirectly.

AFPA CEO Ross Hampton 
said industry looked forward 

to working with 
Mr Husic and 
briefing him on the 
opportunities and 
challenges facing 
forest products 
industries and the 
180,000 workers 
across its full value chain.

“AFPA and our members 
have a positive working 
relationship with the federal 
Labor Party and many of 
its MPs and senators who 
represent key forest industry 
regions across the country, 
and we look forward to 
Mr Husic continuing Joel 
Fitzgibbon’s good work in this 
role,” Mr Hampton said.

“I am confident Ed Husic 

will build on Labor’s pro-
forestry platform that has led 
to bipartisanship on key issues 
ranging from the regional 
forest agreements to allowing 
plantations to participate in the 
carbon market.”

Mr Hampton said he 
expected that while Mr 
Fitzgibbon was moving to 
the opposition backbench, 
he would continue to be 
a passionate advocate 
for regional jobs and 

communities, 
and for the forest 
industries.

Mr Husic 
was elected to 
the House of 
Representatives 
for Chifley in 2010 
and was re-elected 
in 2013, 2016 
and 2019. He 
served as Shadow 
Minister for the 
Digital Economy 
and Shadow 
Minister for Human 
Services until 2019 
when he resigned 
to make way for 
Kristina Keneally.

He was 
parliamentary 

secretary to Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd and parliamentary 
secretary for broadband.

Mr Husic was 
national president of the 
Communications, Electrical 
and Plumbing Union of 
Australia and divisional 
secretary of the CEPU 
(communications division) 
before being elected to federal 
parliament.

– JIM BOWDEN

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®
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1/   Making a ‘T’ for Tumba and Timber… 
Mat Thomsen, Hyne Tumbarumba site 
optimisation manager, Ed Husic, Sam 
Saboune, national production manager, 
and MP Kristy McBain.
2/   Ed Husic… Labor’s Shadow Minister 
responsible for forestry, agriculture and 
resources.
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Tumbarumba first assignment for Husic
after taking forestry portfolio for Labor
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VICTORIA has 
pinned its hopes of 
economic recovery 
on housing, 
infrastructure 
and skills after 
two Covid-19 
lockdowns.

Releasing the 
state budget this 
week, Treasurer 
Tim Pallas says 
Victoria’s fiscal 
deficit will surge 
from $6.5 billion in 
2019-20 to $23.3 
billion in 2020-21 and will not 
return to balance at any stage 
during the four-year budget 
estimates period.

To stimulate the housing 
sector, the government will 
waive up to 50% of stamp 
duty on newly-built or off-the-
plan homes valued at up to $1 
million until June 30 next year. 
Existing homes will be eligible 
for a 25% waiver.

As well, a $500 million 
Victorian Homebuyer Fund 
will be launched to help 
people who do not have a 
20% deposit to buy homes. 
The fund will contribute to the 
purchase price in exchange 
for equity in the property.

To boost housing supply 
further, a 50% land tax 
discount will be given from 
2022 on new build to rent 
developments.

On infrastructure, the state 
plans to spend $78.4 billion 
over the next four years.

Major funding 
commitments include $6 
billion over four years for 
Victoria’s Big Housing Build, 
including plans to build up to 
12,000 social and affordable 
homes and $1.9 billion to 
upgrade 162 schools, building 
one new school and adding 
four additional stages at 
recently built schools

On training, the state 
will fund up to 80,000 new 
subsidised TAFE placements 
and will create 50,000 
places in skills-focused short 
courses along with expanding 
pathways for apprenticeships 
and traineeships.

“We know there is a long 
road ahead for the recovery 
of our industry and the entire 
economy, but this promises 
to be a positive start as we 

look to build a better future,” 
Master Builders Victoria CEO 
Rebecca Casson said.

Australian Institute of 
Architects Victorian chapter 

president Bill 
Krotis says 
the Budget 
makes historic 
investments in 
the state’s future 
and leverages 
this spending to 
deliver outcomes 
that create more 

than just economic stimulus 
and jobs, but a stronger, more 
sustainable future for the 
state, especially in the built 
environment.

INDUSTY NEWS HOUSING

(02) 6285 3833 

enquiries@ausfpa.com.au 

www.ausfpa.com.au

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

POSITIVE
START FOR A 
BETTER FUTURE

1/   Victoria… a  
brighter future for 
housing.
2/   Tim Pallas… 
investment in  
infrastructure.
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COVID-19 rebound: Victoria invests
billions in housing and infrastructure
Budget brings $78.4bn for state projects, $6bn for Big Build program
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THE New Zealand Forest 
Owners Association says 
the National Party vote at 
its conference in Wellington 
at the weekend was “a 
hopeless muddle of emotive 
contradictions which manage 
to simultaneously deny 
ecology, biology, how to 
effectively combat climate 
change and economics”.

A remit to make it illegal 
to plant a pine forest if it is 
unlikely ever to be harvested, 
was passed by a delegate 
vote. The remit was seconded 
by the unsuccessful candidate 
for the Wairarapa seat in the 
recent election Mike Butterick.

Forest Owners Association 
president Phil Taylor says the 
remit called for commercially 
viable large-scale native  

forest carbon sinks.

“The only way this can be 
deciphered is the National 
Party wants a National 
government to subsidise 
growing large areas of native 
trees,” Mr Taylor said.

“Viable indigenous tree 

planting and subsequent 
ongoing maintenance is very 
expensive – there is a lot of 
management required.”

Mr Taylor also said these 
trees were far behind pines, 
eucalyptus and Douglas fir in 
their rate of carbon dioxide 
sequestration.

“If they are planted now, 
the contribution of native 
trees to fighting climate 
change won’t be substantial 
until next century.”

The remit also wanted to 
make it illegal to plant pine 
forests if they might not be 
harvested.

“This is again difficult to 
understand,” said the FOA 
president.

“It seems to have 
something to do with 
displacing food production. 
But the most logical places 
for carbon forests are on land 
so steep and erodible that 
food production isn’t any more 
viable than harvesting trees 
is. Food production is not 
displaced.”

He said the natural evolution 
of a pine forest, if the 
landowner chooses to leave it 
unharvested, is to transform 
into an indigenous forest. 
“The delegates appeared to 
be unaware of this.”

Phil Taylor was critical 
of other claims about pine 
forests:

“Fundamentally, if the 
National Party delegates 
object to inconsequential 
methane emissions from 
decaying trees, they should be 
much more interested in the 
massive methane emissions 
from sheep and cattle. 
Livestock add to harmful 
greenhouse gas emissions – 
forests do the opposite. Trees 
of any forests – indigenous 
or pine – if left, will eventually 
all die. Pines don’t have a 
monopoly on rotting.”

Mr Taylor said the claim of 
pest plants breeding in pine 
forests was also quite odd.

“The 50 Shades of Green 
movement, in which Mr 
Butterick has been active, has 
run television advertisements 
claiming nothing else grows 
in pine forests. He seems 
to want it both ways. Again, 
forests do not have a 
monopoly on weeds, such 
as gorse – or on rabbits and 
possums. They are the curse 
of farmland too.”

Phil Taylor says on the other 
hand he is relieved the new 
Forests Minister Stuart Nash 
appears to be more open-
minded about restricting 
landowner choice about what 
they do on their own land.

“Stuart Nash hasn’t backed 
off the pre-election policy 
of restricting forestry on 
better land, but at least in our 
engagement so far with him, 
he is open minded on how  
to get the best productivity  
off our land. He is aware  
of the feeling about 
governments telling 
landowners what to do.”

NEW ZEALAND FOREST INDUSTRY

Call us and upskill your team today!!
Call 1300 693 483 

tabmatraining.edu.au

TA B M A  T R A I N I N G
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Forest claims by Nationals are hopeless
muddle of emotive contradictions: FOA

Phil Taylor… challenging claims by 
NZ National Party.

Stuart Nash… open minded on 
land choice, says FOA.
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INDUSTRY members are 
being encouraged to share 
their experience in managing 
timber’s moisture content in 
the supply chain.

Unexpected moisture 
content changes in timber 
and wood products can 
be a cause of concern, 
and University 
of Tasmania 
researchers want 
to hear industry’s 
first-hand 
experience with 
these changes and 
the problems that 
they can generate.

“Timber’s 
moisture content 
can change significantly 
as it moves through the 
supply chain from the mill 
to its in-service location,” 
says Michael Lee from the 
UTAS Centre for Sustainable 
Architecture with Wood.

“And if these changes 
are not well managed, 
unexpected problems can 
occur. Both appearance 
and structural products are 
affected,” he said.

Mr Lee said university 

researchers 
were developing 
industry best 
practice guidance 

in this area … and a part of 
this is uncovering industry’s 
experience with MC change 
through an online survey, 
interviewing people and 
inspecting affected product.

This work is part of 
an industry-led National 
Institute for Forest Products 
Innovation funded project. 
UTAS is leading the 
project with nine industry 
collaborators who operate 
across the hardwood and 

softwood sectors nationally. 
The project aims to pair 
industry expertise on regular 
moisture content issues 
with the results of detailed 
monitoring of moisture 
changes in timber nationally 
over 12 months. Both sets of 
results will then inform best-
practice advice for industry.

“Seasonal variations in 
temperature and humidity 

can regularly affect timber 
and wood products with 
impacts occurring along the 
supply chain.” project leader 
Professor Gregory Nolan 
said.

“So, we are currently 
collecting moisture content 
data from sensors and timber 
samples in mills, distribution 
centres, fabricator 
workshops, building sites 
and in service, and from 
material in transit on trucks 
and trains.”

“The results of this work 
can really reduce problems 
for industry and improve 
customer satisfaction in 
the supply of timber and 
wood products throughout 
Australia,” Michael Lee 
added.

UTAS is currently inviting 
industry participation in an 
online survey of timber and 
wood products workers. All 
timber milling, fabrication, 
joiners, builders are retailers 
are encouraged to share their 
experiences with timber’s 
moisture content. Follow this 
link: cloudstor.aarnet.edu.au/
plus/s/7ZoE1aVmDtGuLzT

You can be assured that wood carrying the  
Responsible Wood mark has come from certified 
Australian forests that are sustainably managed  

to the highest global standards.

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

Hyne Timber Glue Laminated Structure 
at Mon Repos Turtle Centre, Queensland

INDUSTRY RESEARCH
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1/   Michael Lee… results of this work can really reduce 
problems for industry and improve customer satisfaction.  
2/   Professor Gregory Nolan… collecting moisture content 
data from sensors and timber samples in mills.

2

DEVELOPING
BEST-PRACTICE
GUIDELINES

Moisture content in the supply chain:
share your experience with researchers

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
https://cloudstor.aarnet.edu.au/plus/s/7ZoE1aVmDtGuLzT
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THE Gippsland Forest 
Industries Hub has officially 
been launched and stands 
ready to contribute to the 
future of the forest and wood 
products industry in regional 
Victoria.

The region is home to 
some 1.43 million ha of 
productive forests, including 
90,000 ha of plantations as 
well as native forests.

The forest growing, 
harvesting, transport, 
processing and manufacturing 
sectors employ up to 3400 
people directly.

The GFHub, including 
members from the forest 
growing, timber processing, 
contracting, education and 
local government sectors, 
is the latest of 10 similar 
hubs located in key forestry 
regions throughout Australia 
and established as part of the 
federal government’s 2018 
forest policy commitments.

Simon Gant, who has 
worked in the forest industry 

for three decades and is 
operations manager for 
Hancock Victoria Plantations, 
has been nominated as chair 
of the new hub. He says 
he is looking forward to 
working with the committee 
as it focuses on three key 
goals for the next year – 
development of a 30 year 
strategic plan for the growth 
of the industry; facilitating the 
role of innovation and regional 
research, in consultation 
with local education 
institutions to develop a 

framework for future skill 
needs; and to determine 
the technical issues, needs, 
and opportunities for 
development of the region’s 
timber industry into the 
future.

The effects of Covid-19 
have had a dreadful impact 
in Victoria, but at the same 
time have highlighted the 

importance of the forestry 
sector in domestic made 
products such as paper and 
packaging products and 
additional opportunities that 
could be developed.

Lesia Clark, with more than 
two decades’ experience in 
the forest industry, including 
education and training, client 
relationship management and 
stakeholder engagement, 
has been appointed general 
manager of the hub.

Ms Clark said she was 
looking forward to getting 
stuck into the essential job of 
promoting and growing the 
industry in Gippsland.

“The GF Hub has been 
formed with a focus on 
constructively and effectively 
engaging the community, 
industry, educators and 
government to contribute to 
the development of a strong, 
deliverable strategy and 
action plan that will guide the 
sustainable growth of our 
industry for decades to come 
in Gippsland,” Ms Clark said.

INDUSTRY NEWS

New Gippsland forest industries hub
ready to contribute to region’s future

Simon Grant… focusing on three 
key goals.

Lesia Clark… guiding forest  
industry growth.

FRAMEWORK
FOR FUTURE
SKILL NEEDS

Timber design awards go virtually live next week
A VIRTUAL awards ceremony 
next Wednesday at 7 pm will 
hand industry a key to the 
21st Australian Timber Design 
Awards.

The coveted awards are 
open to builders, designers, 
architects, engineers and 
landscapers – anyone 
involved in the design or 
building of structures that 
feature timber.

The Timber Development 
Association, which has 
organised the awards since 
they were conceived in 1999, 
is working with judges  
to vote on winners and 

finalists for presentations on 

the big night.

Judging of the popular 

People’s Choice Award has 

been completed and will 
be announced live along 
with other award winners. 
After all announcements 
are complete, the entire 

presentation will be 
available for viewing at  
any time.

Re-elected TDA chair 
Dean Anderson, regional 
manager at Forestry 
Corporation of NSW, said 
the association remained 
true to its objects – to 
promote and develop 
in whatever manner it 
considers advisable the 
use of timber in all its 
different forms, whether 

solid wood, plywood or 
reconstituted forest products.

Visit www.
timberdesignawards.com.au

http://www.timberdesignawards.com.au
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020/2021 AUSTRALASIA & GLOBAL

TCA has a clear view to the future

MARCH 2021
16–19: DANA New Zealand 
Forest Industry Status 
and Outlook Conference 
and Field Trip – Napier 
Conference Centre, 
Marine Parade, Napier, 

New Zealand. Website 
under construction, for 
further information contact 
Conference Organiser Julie 
Bell admin@dana.co.nz 

OCTOBER 2021

11-14: IFA/AFG national 
conference ‘Your Forests, 
Our Future’ – Country Club 
Tasmania, Launceston, 
TAS, Australia. Open to 
forest scientists, forestry 
professionals and forest 

growers. Call for abstracts 
and sponsorship opportunities 
will be released in coming 
months. Contact Institute of 
Foresters of Australia. Visit 
www.forestry.org.au or phone 
(03) 9695 8940.

DECEMBER
7-9: International Forest Business 
Conference and Tour – Sopot, Poland. A 
two-day conference on megatrends that 
shape forest and wood industry sectors. 
Register at www.fba-events.com or 
contact karolina@forest-analytics.com

JANUARY 2021
11-14 : World Conference on Timber 
Engineering (WCTE Santiago 

2020) – Santiago, Chile. Topics 
include Sustainable Forests for timber 
production; wood products, connections: 
timber engineering’ timber architecture; 
building and environmental impacts; 
policies, education and future trends.  
For more information see:  
www.wcte2021.com/

25-29 : B C Wood Global Buyers 
Mission – VIRTUAL EVENT. Live virtual 
event to meet and interact with pre-

qualified international buyers from around 
thew world. The event to find new 
sources of high quality, competitively 
priced Canadian wood products, while 
letting you reconnect with current 
suppliers. For more information go to: 
https://bcwood.com/events/global-buyers-
mission/

• Please send any events listings 
to John Halkett via email: johnh@
timberandforestryenews.com

EVENTS LISTS MAY HAVE BEEN, OR ARE LIKELY TO BE CANCELLED OR POSTPONED 
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. 
PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES.

Kevin Nunn announced national teacher-trainer of the year
TAFE Gippsland Timber Training 
Unit manager Kevin Nunn has 
been announced Australia’s 
VET Teacher/Trainer of the Year.

The Victorian, based at 
Bairnsdale, secured the state 
title earlier this month and was 
one of seven nominees from 
across Australia.

TAFE Gippsland’s chief 
executive Grant Radford said 
Kevin’s win was not only 
further recognition of his 

professionalism 
and standing 
as a vocational 
trainer within 
TAFE Gippsland, 
but also as a 
leader in the local 
East Gippsland 
community 
recovery efforts 
following the 
summer fires.

In winning the 

prestigious national award, 
Kevin Nunn again paid tribute 
to his family, work colleagues 
and industry partners.

“Winning the Victorian 
award was a significant reward 
for me, but in fact, it’s always 
a real team effort,” he said. “I 
work with so many talented 
people inside and outside TAFE 
Gippsland and in the forestry 
management community.”

Kevin Nunn (right) doing what he does best.

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
http://www.forestry.org.au
http://www.fba-events.com
mailto:karolina@forest-analytics.com
http://www.wcte2021.com/
https://bcwood.com/events/global-buyers-mission/
https://bcwood.com/events/global-buyers-mission/
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
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HUNTER Energy, the owner 
of the Redbank Green Energy 
Park in the NSW Hunter Valley, 
that incorporates the Redbank 
Power Plant, is seeking 
expressions of interest from 
waste wood producers to 
supply biomass from mid-
2021.

Chief executive Richard 
Poole said the Redbank Green 
Energy Park would be at the 
forefront of biomass to energy 
production as a part of the 
country’s renewable energy 
and greenhouse gas emission 
goals. It will have capacity 
to produce baseload power 
with net zero carbon dioxide 
emissions by mid-2021.

Mr Poole stressed that 
Hunter Energy acknowledged 
the issues surrounding climate 
change and supports the 
federal government’s objective 
of limiting warming to less 
than 2o C above pre-industrial 
levels.

Hunter Energy is working 
towards assisting the 
government to deliver on 
the twin goals of providing 
24/7 reliable baseload power, 

and reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions by focusing on 
delivering biomass to energy 
solutions.

NSW is still heavily 
dependent on its ageing coal 
power generators, which 
represented 79.5% of the 
state’s energy production 
in 2018. NSW is facing 
potential electricity supply 
uncertainty due to pressures 
being placed on the grid by a 
combination of unreliable and 
limited generating capacity, 
and the industry’s ongoing 

failure to continue to invest in 
24/7 reliable baseload power 
generation.

Mr Poole said Hunter 
Energy was conscious of the 
pressing nature of electricity 
supply issues in NSW given 
the looming closure of the 
2000 megawatts Liddell Power 
Station in April 2023.

“A similar contraction in 

power supply 
occurred in the 
South Australian 
and Victorian 
markets following 
the closure of the 
Northern Power 
Station in South 
Australia in May 
2016, and the 
Hazelwood Power 
Station in Victoria, 
in March 2017, ” he 
said.

“The closure of 
both these coal 
power stations 

removed more than 2000 
megawatts of capacity from 
the market over a short period.

“The closure of the Liddell 
Power Station will remove 
generation capacity close to 
the combined output of the 
now closed Hazelwood and 
Northern power stations from 
the NSW energy market. The 
state needs to take action 
to limit the risk of significant 
supply gaps and involuntary 
load shedding if it is to ensure 
the provision of secure and 
affordable power.”

Mr Poole said there was a 
fundamental and urgent need 
for new reliable baseload 
power generation from clean, 

Biomass power station energy driver
Market opens for waste wood products in Hunter Valley

RENEWABLE ENERGY

URGENT NEED FOR 
GREEN, RELIABLE
POWER

1/   Redbank Power Plant… at  
forefront of biomass to baseload 
energy production.
2/   Richard Poole… fundamental 
and urgent need for new reliable 
baseload power generation from 
clean, sustainable energy sources.

1

2

Cont P 9

http://www.fwpareview.org
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RENEWABLE ENERGY

For further information contact: 
Matt Corbett via email: 
mcorbett@rongbuk.com.au or 
mob: 0434 632 533

Expression of Interest
Supply of biomass 
to Hunter Energy
Hunter Energy is seeking potential biomass residue suppliers to enter 
into a non-binding Expression of Interest to supply the Redbank Power 
Station, near Singleton in the NSW Hunter Valley with biomass after the 
power station is recommissioned from mid-2021.
Biomass can be:
• Sawmill and wood processing residues
• Forest residues from harvesting and thinning
• End-of-life, industrial and other wood waste streams
Prospective suppliers should be able to supply a minimum  
of 2000 tonnes a year, and should be located within a  
400 km radius of Singleton.

sustainable energy sources.

While solar and wind 
power were the key to a 
green energy transition, they 
needed to be coupled with 
more reliable baseload energy 
forms, such as hydro, and, in 
particular, biomass. Biomass 
was an obvious baseload 
energy choice, and significant 
potential contributor to solving 
Australia’s impending energy 
crisis.

The Australian Renewable 
Energy (Electricity) Act 
2000 deems biomass as an 
eligible renewable energy 
source. Currently, only 1.3% 
of Australia’s total energy 
generation comes from 
biomass. This compares poorly 
with some other countries. For 
example, in some localities in 

Scandinavia 40% of baseload 
power is generated from 
biomass. Biomass combines 
the reliability of coal with the 
net zero emissions of solar 
and wind, making it the ideal 
substitute for fossil fuels.

Despite the reliability 
of coal, and its important 
place in providing Australia’s 
baseload power demand, the 
Australian public is becoming 
increasingly opposed to its 
use due to climate change 
and concerns regarding rising 

greenhouse gas emissions.

Coal is no longer viewed 
as the long-term solution to 
providing baseload power, and 
will be replaced as renewable 
technology develops and 
projects are commissioned.

The gap left by coal is one 
that biomass can help to 
fill. Biomass combines the 
reliability of coal with the 
net zero emissions of solar 
and wind, making it the 
ideal substitute. Biomass to 
energy production attributes 

include 100% reliable 
generation – controllable and 
continuous supply of power; 
net zero carbon emissions; 
cost effective to implement 
and generate; supports the 
recycling of wood-based 
waste and reduces pressure 
on land fill; widely available 
source of fuel (although 
channels need additional 
development).

The Redbank Green Energy 
Park plans to operate on 
waste biomass from recycling 
plants and transfer stations, 
end-of-life timber products, 
sawmilling and wood 
processing residues, and low-
quality forests residues.

“The use of biomass will 
have a significant additional 
flow-on effect in the jobs 
market, creating many jobs to 
collect and process fuel,” Mr 
Poole said.

“It is estimated the jobs 
created by a 150 megawatt 
biomass to energy plant will 
be in the region of 800-900.”

From P 8

FLOW-ON
EFFECT IN JOBS
MARKET

The use of predominantly biomass at Redbank Power Station will be a 
significant ‘first’ for Australia.

mailto:mcorbett@rongbuk.com.au
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TWENTY-SEVEN 
outstanding 
projects were 
recognised at the 
2020 New Zealand 
Architecture 
Awards, the 
culmination of 
a two-month 
regional process 
conducted 
across the New 
Zealand Institute 
of Architects’ 
eight constituent 
branches.

Unlike the 
regional awards 
– in which most of the
judging occurred via online
presentations – the finals
jury was able to undertake a
nine-day tour of 46 shortlisted
projects.

Jury convenor and Auckland 
architect Michael Thomson 
was pleased the site visits, 
given the nature of the times: 
“Many of the projects seem 
particularly relevant in a year 
in which we’ve all had time to 
consider what’s important in 
our own lives, what matters 

in our communities, and 
what is special about our 
country. There was plenty of 
innovation and imagination 
on display, and an evident 
commitment to often-lengthy 
engagement with clients and 
communities.”

Among the five winners 
in the highly-competitive 
housing category is Waiheke, 
designed by Patterson 
Associates. Its roof features 
a 60 m-long glulam structure, 
which the judges noted 
“levitates so as to cunningly 

hover a ‘mere’ three metres 
above the single level of 
naturally lit living”.

Situated on the island from 
which it takes its name, 
Waiheke is all about the 
extensive views of the inner 
Hauraki Gulf islands (Motuihe, 
Motutapu and Rangitoto) and 
beyond to Auckland – framed 

in part by the 5 m overhang 
of its cedar-clad roof.

Another winner in the 
same category is #3, by 
Studio2 Architects, located 
on a large Auckland section 
and featuring a parents’ wing, 
children’s tower and common 
living areas. The judges 
were keen to point out the 
individual nature of each 
space, and how they come 
together “in an effortless 
and accommodating fashion 

NEW ZEALAND WOOD IN ARCHITECTURE

1/   Nelson Airport terminal… features world-leading resilient slip friction joint technology.  Photo: Jason Mann
2/   Point Wells Cricket Club… recalls the simplicity and functionality of sports pavilions nationwide.  Photo: David St George

1 2

Providing solutions to enhance the performance of your 
Engineered Wood Products.
LVL, plywood and CLT are an essential component of the modern construction 
industry, Lonza offer a range of solutions to protect engineered wood products. 

✓ Veneer pre-treatments
✓ Glue line additives
✓ Finished product protection

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©2017 Lonza

Looking to enhance your 
engineered wood products? 

Contact Lonza. 

+61 3 9339 8915
    tanalised.au@lonza.com  

NEW ZEALAND   
+64 9 276 3646 +64 6 755 9324

    scott.connor@lonza.com      tanalised.nz@lonza.com  

    AUSTRALIA      NEW PLYMOUTH

Cont P 11

NINE-DAY
TOUR OF 46
PROJECTS

NZ architecture awards demonstrated a
commitment to clients and communities
MICHAEL SMITH

mailto:tanalised.au@lonza.com
mailto:scott.connor@lonza.com
mailto:tanalised.nz@lonza.com
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fitted at the base and halfway 
up each timber column, 
which protect the building 
from earthquakes and after-
shocks.

Situated just north of 
Auckland is the delightful 
Point Wells Cricket Club, 
Matakana, by Pac Studio 
– a winner in the small
project category. The judges
suggested there is “still
a place in the world for
architectural follies, albeit this
pavilion and its attendant field
have some social purpose,
being made available to
local schoolchildren for their
matches”.

The clubhouse’s robust 
battens and weatherboards 
recall the simplicity and 
functionality of sports 
pavilions nationwide, put 
together by enthusiastic 
volunteers with a modicum 
of building experience. 
Nevertheless, its distinctive 
flags and bold colours (rusty 
red exterior and regal blue 
interior) take the facility 
beyond the merely prosaic.

Although its footprint 
is modest, the building 
contains everything needed 
for a long day in the field – a 
kitchenette, changing room 
and shower and a storage loft 
that doubles as a sleeping/
rest area for visiting umpires 
looking to regain their powers 
of concentration for the 
afternoon session.

NEW ZEALAND WOOD IN ARCHITECTURE

Contact   //   Zonya Bird
zonya@creativebirddesign.com 

Need creative  
advertising solutions?

From P 10

– enlivened by a love of 
technical trickery expressed 
in the glazing and shading 
devices”.

#3 is notable for its 
‘recycled references’ to 
the site’s previous house, 
including timber joinery, cedar 
ceilings, matai stairs, and 
weatherboards used as end 
cladding (shiplap style) on the 
main part of the house.

Further south, and a winner 
of the Sir Miles Warren Award 
for Commercial Architecture, 
is the Nelson Airport 
Terminal by Studio of Pacific 
Architecture. The judges 
praised the large-span timber 
building calling it a “bold 
design gesture that signifies 
a brave vision for Nelson” 
and “a composition that 
showcases local expertise in 
timber fabrication”.

The terminal features 
world-leading resilient slip 
friction joint (RSFJ) technology 
from Auckland-based firm 
Tectonus – seismic units 

H
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#3 is notable for its ‘recycled references’ to the site’s previous house. 
Photo: Simon Devitt

mailto:zonya@creativebirddesign.com
http://www.hyne.com.au
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A GLANCE through 
international and Australian 
architecture and design 
publications, both traditional 
and online, will show the 
growing use of wood and 
wood products in decorative 
and structural roles.

However, independent 
research has shown that 
lack of knowledge about 
designing with timber leads 
to a perceived increase of 
risk, so engineers tend  
to stay with materials  
they know.

The WoodSolutions 
Campus Timber Engineering 
Course has been created to 
address this impediment by 
providing a comprehensive 
introduction to engineering 
with a wide range of timber 
products.

“With many universities 
not able to spend as 
much time on timber 
in their engineering 
and design courses, 
this is the ideal way to 
supplement the knowledge 
of undergraduates and 
graduates alike,” says Eileen 
Newbury, WoodSolutions 
national program manager.

“CPD points are also 
available, through the 
relevant process for each 
professional organisation.”

The new timber 
engineering course has been 
created and presented by Dr 
Jon Shanks and Professor 
Geoff Boughton of Perth-

based timber engineering 
consultancy TimberEd 
Services.

Professor Boughton’s 
experience includes Adjunct 
Association Professor, 
Cyclone Testing Station, 
James Cook University, 
with a PhD in philosophy 

(structural engineering) and 
Bachelor of Engineering 
(BEng), field of civil 
engineering, both from 
the University of Western 
Australia.

Dr Shanks has a post 
doctorate in timber 
engineering from Kyoto 
University and a PhD in 
timber engineering and a 
Master of Engineering (hons), 
both from the University  
of Bath.

The content of the 
Timber Engineering Course 
begins with wood basics 
then progresses through 
engineering design to 
AS1720.1 and whole of 
building performance to 
various timber building 
systems.

The course has been 
designed to equip engineers 
and design professionals 
with an understanding of the 
key considerations for timber 
engineering design and to 
identify topics they need to 
research further to continue 
to grow their skills in timber 
engineering.

“I urge industry members, 
especially those dealing with 
engineers and other design 
professionals, to actively 
promote the WoodSolutions 
Campus,” Eileen Newbury 
said.

“It will not only help them 
grow their own businesses, 
but will promote the sector 
as a whole.”

To discover the full range 
of WoodSolutions Campus 
courses, visit www.
woodsolutions.com.au/
campus

FWPA MONTHLY UPDATE

FWPA builds resources of WoodSolutions
campus with new wood engineering course

An industry services company working to 
grow the forest and wood products market
Visit us at fwpa.com.au

Professor Geoff Boughton (left) 
and Dr Jon Shanks… present-
ers of the new WoodSolutions 
Campus online course in timber 
engineering – six modules that 
offer engineers the opportunity to 
increase their knowledge so they 
can design and specify timber 
products with confidence.

With Eileen Newbury
National Marketing and  

Communications Manager, 
FWPA 

TALKING TIMBER

PROMOTING
THE SECTOR
AS A WHOLE

http://www.woodsolutions.com.au/campus
http://www.fwpa.com.au
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OPINIONRenewable.
Sustainable.
Reliable.
Secure.

CANFOR  MADE IN CANADAVIDA  MADE IN SWEDEN

For more information contact:
VIDA WOOD AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
100 Potassium Street, Narangba  

QLD 4504 Australia
P: 07 3147 8790   E. sales@vidawood.com

W. www.vida.se/en/info/vida-wood-australia

VIDA Canfor is a global supplier of refined 
products from sustainable Swedish and  
Canadian forest and are a stable supplier 
of roof trusses, wall elements and finished 
modules in wood. All raw material from 
VIDA Canfor sawmills are produced with 
both the highest quality and the  
environment considered where we are 
PEFC and FSC Certified. 

VIDA Canfor offer the following products:
• Structural framing – MGP10/MGP12/F5
• Primed weatherboards
• Solid battens
• Decking
• H3 LOSP frame
• Plus DTL facilities for precision docking

Please contact our experienced and motivated 
staff to find out how we can help your business.

mailto:sales@vidawood.com
http://www.vida.se/en/info/vida-wood-australia
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WELL, this will be my last 
column for the year … and 
I won't be sorry to see the 
back of 2020.

Duncan tells me he is 
certainly going to sit up on 
New Year's Eve …not to see 
the New Year in but to see 
the back of this one. We all 
say amen to that.

It has certainly been 
a tough and 
despondent 
year working in 
bushfire-killed 
plantations in 
southern New 
South Wales. I 
have badly missed 
the early-morning 
invigorating 
smell of radiata 
pine resin and 
life among the 
trees, replaced by fire killed 
blackness and silence.

Reminds me of the theme 
of Rachel Carson's famous 
book Silent Spring '... where 
no birds sing', or something 
like that. In her book she 
exposed the environmental 
consequences of the 
insidious effects of DDT, and 
more generally also important 
questions about humanity’s 
impact on nature. The book 
spurred a reversal in United 
States pesticide policies and 
led to a nation-wide ban on 
DDT for agricultural uses, and 
inspired an environmental 
movement that lead to 
the creation of the US 
Environmental Protection 
Agency.

However, I digress. Due to 
the collective efforts down 
here, two million tonnes of 
bushfire affected timber have 
been salvage harvested, 
hauled and processed from 
bushfire affected plantations. 
According to she who knows, 
the Forestry Corporation’s 
Snowy regional manager 
Louise Bourke, this massive 
achievement represents 
46,700 truckloads of logs 
and a significant boost for 
communities recovering 
from the devastating 2019-20 
bushfire season.

Louise offered 
congratulations all around: 
“The salvage harvesting 
program has meant the local 
timber industry has had an 
incredibly busy year, and 
can continue to support 
the region’s recovery from 
the impact of the bushfire 
season.

“While the summer 
bushfires were clearly a 
devastating event, the 

recovery process has been 
a boost for some local 
contracting businesses in 
what are otherwise very 
difficult times.”

Roughly, one-third of the 
plantations in the wider 
Tumut region were impacted 
by the 2019-2020 bushfires. 
Fire-affected timber has the 
same structural properties 
as unburnt timber, so can be 
harvested and processed into 
timber products.

After a fire, there is a 
12-month window to salvage 

the timber 
before it starts 
to deteriorate. 
So, a great effort 
and pats on the 
back all around, 
but to my mind 
the impact 
of the 2019-
2020 summer 
bushfires remains 
traumatising and 
catastrophic. Also, 
from my narrower 
perspective, the 

efforts during the year to 
harvest fire-killed plantations 
and process logs is major 
testament to the work of 
forest harvesting contracting 
crews and major sawmills in 
the region. You are included 
on the champions list for 
2020.

So, 2020 will be a year I will 
be pleased to see assigned 
to the dust bin of history. 
Reckon I might join Duncan 
on New Year's Eve and have  
a glass or two to make  
sure that 2020 disappears 
behind us.

On the plus side, now 
that Annastacia Palaszczuk 
has her hands back on the 
levers of government up in 
Queensland, looks like I will 
be able to visit my niece 
again over the Christmas 
break. I haven’t seen her for 
about a year – that will be a 
nice way to start 2021.

I trust that you and your 
loved ones have an enjoyable, 
and well-deserved Christmas 
break and that together we 
can look forward to better 
and prosperous times in 
2021. Editor Jim Bowden 
willing, I also hope that I will 
be able to catch up with you 
again next year. Take care.

Cheryl

Use Queensland timber and grow jobs

FIRE CREWS
ARE ON THE
CHAMPIONS
LIST FOR 2020

COMMENT IN THE FOREST

Get thee behind me 2020! It’s been a
tough year, so time for a glass or two

With CHERYL FORREST

TRUNK LINES

1

2

1/   Pleased to leap 
away from 2020.
2/   Working in  
bushfire-killed  
plantations has been 
traumatising and  
catastrophic.

Get thee behind me 2020! It’s been a
tough year, so time for a glass or two
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FIRE HAZARD REDUCTION ROUNDUP

Komatsu Forest have maintained a very strong market position with their two most popular 
forwarders being the Komatsu 875 (16 tonne) which really compliments the 895 (20 tonne).

These two current models have been further refined to meet expectations and to cover all 
the contractors’ extraction requirements with the latest developments in these key areas.

 •  New transmission system for greater traction and control.

 •  Improved crane performance with a large bunk area.

 •  Introducing Maxifleet to provide the ultimate service and production tool.

 •  New electric engine hood and new access panels for much improved serviceability

 •  Stylish and modern cab with central locking and remote key.

The latest Komatsu forwarders have been taken to another level in  
lifting the overall standards for forwarding which make them the best in their class.

Komatsu 875 & 895

www.komatsuforest.com.au

Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas

Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600

E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

The  MARKET  Leader…

mailto:info.au@komatsuforest.com
http://www.komatsuforest.com.au
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THE Malaysian Timber 
Council has appointed Muhtar 
Suhaili, 39, as new CEO, 
effective this month.

Muhtar, who has 
a Master’s degree in 
Petroleum Technology 
from Curtin University of 
Technology, Australia, and 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Mechatronics Engineering 
from the International Islamic 
University of Malaysia, is 
currently pursuing a PhD in 
Business Administration.

Prior to joining MTC, 
Muhtar was lead project 
engineer at Shell Malaysia 
where he worked for 15 
years and with Perodua Auto 
Corporation Sdn Bhd prior 
to that. He is also chairman 
of the Malaysian Palm Oil 
Certification Council.

Muhtar has extensive 
knowledge in managing mega 

projects, business planning, 
business improvement 
initiatives, man power 
planning and human resource 
development. Having work 
exposure in The Netherlands 
and Germany, he also has 
experience in managing 
engineering design offices.

“I highly believe with 
his vast experience and 
knowledge within various 
industries and multinational 
organisations, Muhtar will 
be instrumental in enhancing 
MTC’s efforts in bringing the 
Malaysian timber industry 
to greater heights,” MTC 
chairman Tuan Haji Mazli 
Zakuan Mohd Noor said.

A humanitarian at heart, 
Muhtar has devoted much 
of his time in voluntary 
social work which centres 
on education and healthcare 
issues, among others. He has 

also presented papers and 
spoken at international arenas 
on industrial development 
and people empowerment, 
especially the youth.

The Malaysian Timber 
Council was established in 
January 1992 to promote 
the development and growth 
of the Malaysian timber 
industry.

Malaysia, as a major 
producer and exporter of 
tropical timber products, has 
made tremendous efforts 
to ensure that it is able to 
supply timber products that 
are sourced from sustainably 
managed forests.

The Malaysian Timber 
Certification Council was 
set up in 1998 as an 
independent organisation 
to develop and operate the 
Malaysian Timber Certification 
Scheme, which achieved 
a significant milestone in 
2009 by becoming the first 
tropical timber certification 
scheme in the region to be 
endorsed by the Program for 
the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification.

With more than 320 million 
ha of certified forest, PEFC is 
the largest forest certification 
system in the world.

APPOINTMENTS

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING
IS HERE!
Advertise jobs, buy/sell your products  
and services ONLINE, with the new 
timber and forestry website.
With just a few clicks, your  
business will be seen on the  
industry’s #1 WEBSITE.  

Visit timberandforestryenews.com/ 
advertising to find out more or email  
advertising@timberandforestryenews.com

• Jobs board
•  New/used  
equipment and  
machinery for sale

•  Other products/ 
services

New CEO for Malaysian Timber Council

Muhtar Suhaili… dedication to 
education and healthcare issues.

mailto:advertising@timberandforestryenews.com
https://www.timberandforestryenews.com/advertising/
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“WHAT’S going on 
at Kia?” demanded 
the Japanese auto 
chief in the clever 
TV commercial for 
the South Korean 
manufacturer.

A lot, actually – 
starting with Kia’s 
plans to introduce 
an ultra-luxury 
SUV to draw 
customers away 
from fast-selling 
SUVs like the 
Toyota Land Cruiser and Prado 
and rumours Kia is planning a 
new generation of its compact 
SUV Sportage – not only as 
different hybrids but also as a 
purely electric version.

According reports, the Kia 
e-Sportage will be part of the 
drive system portfolio of the 
fifth generation Sportage to be 
introduced next year. Should 
the rumours prove true, an 
e-Sportage would certainly 
separate Kia from its parent 
brand Hyundai.

We were content with a 
‘fiery red’ SX 2-litre petrol 
engine Sportage – a montage 
of all we enjoy in Kia SUV 
variants. The six-speed 
automatic SX is the lower 
mid-grade in the Sportage 
assembly at $32,990 drive-
away, with optional extras such 
as $520 for premium paint.

Included are 18 in. alloy 
wheels, LED DRLs (but just 
halogen headlights), leather-
trimmed wheel and shift-lever, 
hard-wearing cloth seat trim, a 
3.5-in. dot-matrix info screen 
in the dash. Add an 8-in. 
multimedia touchscreen with 
Apple CarPlay and Android 
auto support, DAB+ digital 
radio, built-in sat-nave, eight-
speaker JBL audio system, 
dual-zone climate control and 
front and rear parking sensors 
and reversing camera.

As with most in the Kia 
range, the interior design of 
the Sportage is expansive 
with practical stowage areas 
and other bonuses for cabin 
guests.

Most of the Sportage 
range makes use or the older 
2-litre multi-point injected 
four-cylinder petrol engine. A 
114kW/192Nm 2-litre naturally 
aspirated four-cylinder petrol 

engine is available in the S, 
SX and SX+, with the former 
two available with a six-speed 
manual or torque-converter 
automatic. Front-wheel drive is 
standard.

A 136kW/400Nm 2-litre 
turbo-diesel four-cylinder 
engine is also available in all 
four grades. However, it only 
comes with an eight-speed 
torque-converter automatic 
and all-wheel drive

All 2-litre petrol versions 
drive the front wheels via a 
six-speed torque converter 
automatic. Standard across 
the entire range are auto 
emergency tracking with 
forward collision warning, lane-

keep assist, driver-attention 
alert and high-beam assist.

A high boot floor reduces 
the boot space over major 
rivals – necessary to stow 
the full-size alloy spare, an 
attractive feature for country 
travellers.

All Sportages have six 
airbags, the expected stability 
and brake controls and carry 
a maximum five-star ANCAP 
safety rating.

Claimed combined fuel 
consumption is 7.9L/100km.

Sportage is out there – it’s 
popular with millennials and 
Generation Z – and the price 
is right. With overseas trips, 
nights out and other forms 
of discretionary spending 
severely restricted, they 
are substituting the money 
they would have spent on 
upgrading their vehicle 
purchase instead.

ON THE ROAD WITH ORSON WHIELS KIA MY21 SPORTAGE SX

Kia SX petrol Sportage… front-wheel drive is standard. Inside Sportage… plenty of practical stowage areas.
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