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AN interim report released 
on Monday by the 
Royal Commission into 
National Natural Disaster 
Arrangements ahead of 
the bushfire season has 
highlighted the need for 
more research into hazard 
reduction burns.

But the interim report 
warned of the increased risk 
of more frequent and intense 
natural disasters over coming 
decades.

The inquiry’s official 
recommendations will be 
deliver on October 28.

The commission was 
handed a tight six-month 
reporting window “so 
recommendations can be 
acted upon before our next 
bushfire season”, Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison said.

Although the bushfire 
season has already begun 
in Queensland and NSW, 

the interim report explicitly 
says it does not contain draft 
recommendations.

The 24-page “interim 
observations” report this 
week instead identifies a long 
list of research initiatives and 
policy reforms. A number of 
“propositions” for comment 
will be released next week.

The commission, which 
received 1700 submissions 
and heard evidence from 290 
witnesses, is now working 
with state and federal fire 
managers.

“As the 2019-20 bushfire 
season demonstrated, 

bushfire behaviour has 
become more extreme and 
less predictable,” this week’s 
interim report said.

“Catastrophic fire 
conditions may become 
more common, rendering 
traditional bushfire protection 
models and firefighting 
techniques less effective.”

The interim report noted 
that the chain of command 
during natural disasters was 
often unclear, and this could 
lead to unnecessary delays 
in responding to natural 
disasters.

“Current arrangements do 

not provide a clear 
mechanism to 
elevate matters to 
national leaders – 
that is, the prime 
minister and other 
first ministers 
of states and 
territories,” the 
report said.

The Black 
Summer Bushfires 
which tore through 
massive tracts of 
NSW, Victoria and 
South Australia, 
claimed 33 lives 
and left thousands 

of people homeless.

The interim report raised 
the prospect of using the 
national cabinet to manage 
future natural disasters, as 
well as the establishment of 
a national disaster agency 
that could coordinate any 
response, recovery and 
building resilience.

The report also flagged 
the creation of a national 
app for all natural disasters 
after inconsistencies and 
differences between 

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®

BLACK SUMMER INTERIM REPORT

CHAIN OF
COMMAND
DURING
DISASTERS
UNCLEAR

Cont P 3

Research an oasis in knowledge gap
on the effects of water on solid wood

Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison 
with Air Chief 
Marshall Mark 
Binskin…  
approaching 
final stages of 
inquiry.

Bushfire royal commission calls for
more research into hazard reduction
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state and territory apps 
caused issues for border 
communities and tourists.

Inquiry chairman Air Chief 
Marshal Mark Binskin said 
the commission would 
release “preliminary 
observations to share our 
present perspectives as we 
approach the final stages of 
our inquiry”.

The commission’s interim 
report said state, territory 
and federal governments 
must better share resources 
and co-ordinate their disaster 
responses and recovery 
efforts.

It said hundreds of 
thousands of Australians 
lived in high-risk areas. Of 
the 3000 homes destroyed in 
the past summer, 99% were 
located in areas identified 
as bushfire prone, with 74% 
built before the introduction 
of the Australian Standard 

3959 for construction in a 
bushfire-prone area.

The commission is seeking 
feedback on a national 
agency to coordinate state 

and federal preparation and 
response to natural disasters, 
which would “support the 
development of skills and 
expertise in recovery, and 
foster consistent approaches 
to recovery”.

It also suggested 
investigation of a national 
disaster declaration system 
because currently there was 
no “clear mechanism to 

elevate matters to 
national leaders”. 
Scott Morrison 
was criticised last 
summer for being 
too slow to call out 
the defence force 
to assist with 
bushfires.

National 
coordination is 
also a priority for 
disaster warnings 
and real-time 
monitoring – 
such as fire 
service warning 
apps – which 

the commission said "differ 
in quality and consistency" 
across the country.

The summer bushfires 
burnt an estimated 18.6 
million ha – which puts the 
modest area of 100,000 ha 
harvested for timber each 
year in perspective.
• Bluegum plantations a 
suppressant in fires, Page 8.

BLACK SUMMER INTERIM REPORT

(02) 6285 3833 

enquiries@ausfpa.com.au 

www.ausfpa.com.au

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

Inspiring journey, puzzles to solve

GOVERNMENTS
SHOULD BETTER
SHARE THEIR
RESOURCES

From P 2

Bushfires inquiry… need for more research into hazard burning.

‘Bodgy’ bushfire research blasted
IN a major embarrassment 
for anti-native forestry 
industry activists, the 
Australian Senate has joined 
the growing list of those 
condemning the “bodgy” 
research which wrongly linked 
forestry to bushfires.

The motion to condemn 
the error-ridden research and 
the way it has been misused 
by the Greens and activists 
to attack sustainable forestry, 
was moved by Assistant 
Minister for Forestry Senator 
Jonno Duniam.

The motion reads that: 
The Senate notes that 
a report used by the 
Australian Greens to assert 
that forestry operations 
cause bushfires has been 
retracted and withdrawn after 
insistence from the academic 
community; further notes 
that the withdrawal of this 
paper was required because 

of the number of significant 
errors and wrong conclusions 
and that it did not meet the 
standard for ‘high-quality 
scientific works’ as required 
by the Multidisciplinary 
Digital Publishing Institute; 
condemns the Australian 
Greens and the Bob Brown 
Foundation for consistent use 
of bodgy science to attempt 
to backup their falsehoods 
about forestry; and calls on 
the Bob Brown Foundation 
and the Australian Greens to 
apologise to the hardworking 
men and women of the 
forestry industry that they use 
misinformation to demonise.

The motion was supported 
by Coalition and ALP 
members, but not by the 
Greens, despite the authors 
of the research paper 
themselves conceding 
it should not have been 
published.

mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.auThe
mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
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PEFC and the 
World Architecture 
Festival are 
continuing their 
collaboration, 
awarding the Best 
Use of Certified 
Timber prize for 
the third time.

Due to the 
current global 
pandemic making physical 
meetings difficult, the World 
Architecture Festival will go 
virtual in December and be 
back as a live event in June 
next year.

The entry deadline has 
been extended to January 8, 
2021.

From June 23 to 25 next 
year, the festival will be at 
the FIL exhibition centre in 

Lisbon, Portugal, where the 
certified timber prize will be 
awarded.

If architects have chosen 
certified timber as the main 
material for their construction 
project and haven’t entered 
the project yet, they are 
encouraged to enter. Until 
then, WAFVirtual will take 
place from November 30 to 
December 4 this year and will 
see a week of talks, panel 

discussions, special prizes 
and networking opportunities.

For the third year in 
succession, PEFC is 
sponsoring the award, 
rewarding architects and 
project teams for using 
certified timber as the main 
construction material for 
buildings outstanding in 
sustainability, innovation, 
quality or aesthetics.

“After a successful 2018, 
we were happy to see even 
more interest in the prize 
in 2019,” Fabienne Sinclair, 
head of marketing at PEFC 
International said.

“In our two-year-long 
dialogue with renowned 
architects at the World 
Architecture Festival we have 
noticed an increasing interest 
in sustainable timber,” she 
said.

All projects entered for 

any of the 18 ‘completed 
buildings’ award categories 
are eligible for the Best Use 
of Certified Timber prize. 
Under Additional Project 
Prizes, at the end, simply 
check the box next to “please 
consider me for Best Use of 
Certified Timber Prize”.

Remember that the 
use of certified wood is a 
precondition for entering 
the contest. During the 
submission process, entrants 
will be asked to provide 
details on the percentage of 
PEFC-certified material used 
on the project. To get started, 
head to the WAF website.

Under the theme 
Designing the Future with 
Sustainable Timber, a range 
of stakeholders have been 
brought together to promote 
the use of certified wood in 
construction.

“In the third year of the 
campaign, we are looking 
forward to working with 
architects, designers and 
construction teams around 
the world to present fantastic 
buildings from sustainably 
managed forests,” Fabienne 
Sinclair said.

WOOD IN SUSTAINABLE ARCHITECTURE

NEW MEMBERSHIP  
PACKAGES FOR 2020/2021

UP TO $7000+ VALUE +  
all the benefits of membership

Call us today to find out how we can help!
FREE CALL: 1800 822 621 

www.tabma.com.au

A WEEK OF
VIRTUAL
TALKS, PRIZES
AND PANEL
DISCUSSIONS

PEFC and World Architecture Festival
combine to run certified timber award

1/   Architects and project teams 
rewarded for using certified timber 
as the main construction material 
in buildings.
2/   Fabienne Sinclair… increasing 
interest in sustainable timber.

1

2

http://www.tabma.com.au
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BRITISH, Canadian and 
Swedish timber promotion 
groups have combined to 
launch a “reduce CO2 in 
construction” campaign.

Wood CO2ts Less aims 
to increase awareness of 
timber’s environmental 
credentials and highlight how 
using wood from sustainably-
managed forests is one of 
the simplest 
ways to help 
reduce carbon 
emissions.

The campaign 
is an initiative 
of Wood for 
Good and the 
industry bodies 
Swedish Wood, 
Confor, the 
Timber Trade Federation, the 
Structural Timber Association 
and the British Woodworking 
Federation.

The construction industry 
has already taken its own 
steps to creating more 
sustainable buildings 
through initiatives such as 
the Chartered Institute of 
Building’s Carbon Action 
2050 toolkit. The Wood CO2ts 
less campaign calls on the 

construction industry to 
continue this positive action – 
through using more wood.

Wood for Good campaign 
manager Sarah Virgo said the 
government had set a target 
for the construction industry 
to achieve net zero carbon by 
2050, although it’s not feasible 
for all sectors of the economy 
to become carbon neutral.

“To reach net zero, we 
need to compensate for these 

emissions by finding ways 
of removing carbon from the 
atmosphere,” Ms Virgo said.

“The simplest way to 
contribute to this reduction is 
to consider wood first, instead 
of other materials.

“If we are to meet 
government targets and 
reduce climate change, we 
must act now. Everyone 
involved with the design and 
construction of a building, 
new or old, can play their 
part in tackling the climate 

emergency.”

Structural Timber 
Association CEO Andrew 
Carpenter says the shortage of 
housing in the UK is an issue 
that has been acknowledged 
by successive governments. 
“We must ensure that all new 
build homes are delivered in 
a high-quality and sustainable 
manner,” he said.

“Furthermore,” he added, 
“to deliver the volume 
demanded with the urgency 
suggested, then this is 
also achievable by using 
engineered timber solutions 
that are predominately 
manufactured offsite, 
which also alleviates the 
acknowledged skill-shortage 
faced by the construction 
industry.”

Timber Trade Federation 
CEO Dave Hopkins said: “As 
we move along construction’s 
roadmap to recovery, the 
industry needs to make better 
choices now. We have the 
skills and resources available 
to create a better built 
environment and timber is at 
the heart of it all.”

Visit www.woodforgood.
com/CO2

You can be assured that wood carrying the  
Responsible Wood mark has come from certified 
Australian forests that are sustainably managed  

to the highest global standards.

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

Hyne Timber Glue Laminated Structure 
at Mon Repos Turtle Centre, Queensland

TIMBER IN CONSTRUCTION

Marks contribution to forest management or chain-of-custody certification

Wood at heart of a global campaign to
reduce carbon in building construction

1/   Wood for Good… reducing C02 
in construction.
2/   Sarah Virgo … construction 
target to achieve net zero carbon 
by 2050.
3/   David Carpenter… New build 
homes must be delivered in a 
sustainable manner.

1

2 3

https://woodforgood.com/co2
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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MORE than 1500 white bags 
are being carefully fitted to 
the flowering stems of radiata 
pine trees grafted in orchards 
in Mount Gambier, SA, in 
an important step towards 
creating superior genetics to 
grow the next generation of 
Green Triangle forests.

In what could be disguised 
by the distant eye as 
cockatoos grazing in the 
trees, these important 
isolation bags have been 
fitted by Tree Breeding 
Australia field technicians in 
recent weeks at the Kilsby 
Road breeding site to provide 
the important pathway for 
effective cross pollination.

TBA is Australia’s leading 
research organisation, 
managing national tree 
improvement programs 
for radiata pine and blue 
gum and providing genetic 
evaluations to guide business 
development in the forestry 
sector.

General manager Dr 
Tony McRae said the cross 
pollination or mating process 
involved taking elite male 
pollen, isolating the superior 
female flower and artificially 
pollinating it by injecting 
pollen, all trapped by the 
walls of the white pouch.

The pollination process 
occurs three times before the 
bags are removed with crews 
returning two years later to 
harvest the pine cone and 

draw out the seed which is 
then used in planting trials.

“We have worked for 
a number of years on 
generating superior genetics, 
identifying trees with the 
best growth rates, smaller 
branches, straighter growth 
habits, higher wood density 
and stiffness to suit the 
needs of forest growers,” Dr 
McRae said.

“It’s these genes which are 
being used to pollinate these 
trees,” he said.

“There is significant 
work undertaken in picking 
the right combination of 
genes, including examining 
their DNA sequence and 
ensuring it is mated with an 
appropriate unrelated partner 
that will result in the best 
breeding outcome.”

The results of this breeding 
research is shared globally, 
with companies in France and 

Sweden who want to learn 
from the Green Triangle’s 
research and generation of 
high-grade timber.

For more than three 
decades TBA have been 
working with forest growers 
to optimise their genetics 
to suit the local climate and 
environment to generate 
financial returns. Working 
with NIFPI and the Green 
Triangle Forest Industries 
Hub, TBA research is now 
looking at how to use 
genomics in combination 
with conventional breeding 
to increase productivity and 
further strengthen radiata 
fibre for greater commercial 
building use.

GTFIH acting chair Ian 
McDonnell said the ‘genetic 
revolution’ was going to 
further build the Green 
Triangle’s profile as a world 
leader in the generation of 
sustainable high-grade log.

“There have been amazing 
innovations in our sector over 
recent decades but the years 
ahead look to be the most 
advanced yet,” Mr McDonnell 
said.

“This cross pollination is 
providing the pathway to 
generating superior wood 
that grows straighter and 
faster, provides stronger fibre 
and results in zero waste 
meaning more profitable 
outcomes for our growers 
and processors.

“This world class research 
by Tree Breeding Australia is 
going to ensure our forest 
sector can continue to grow 
and thrive, creating new jobs 
for the next generation.”

FOREST GENETICS

BREEEDING TO
INCREASE THE
PRODUCTIVITY
AND FURTHER
STRENGTHEN
RADIATA FIBRE

David McKersie… 
generating superior 
genetics in radiata 
pine trees.

Superior gene pool to grow the next
generation of Green Triangle forests

On the cover: Tree Breeding 
Australia field technician David 
McKersie with general manager 
Dr Tony McRae undertake the 
cross-pollination process in 
radiata pine trees.
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Web: www.holtec.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020/2021 AUSTRALASIA & GLOBAL

TCA has a clear view to the future

SEPT/OCT

Timber Queensland 4-part 
webinar training program 
– Understanding AS1684.2. 
September 15, 10am-12pm; 
September 22, 10-11.30 am; 
September 29, 10-11.30 am; 
October 6, 10 am-12 pm. 
Cost $200 (inc. gst) $200, 
non-members $250 (inc. gst). 
Course must be booked as 
a whole; sessions are not 
separately bookable. CPD 
points available. This is a 
ticketed course. Register at 

www.timberqueensland.com.

au

OCTOBER

21st Australian Timber 

Design Awards – Sydney, 

NSW, Australia (date and 

venue to be advised). Entries 

close June 1. Voting for the 

People’s Choice Award is open 

from August to September.

Visit the new awards 

website for information and 

registration instructions. 

www.timberdesignawards.

com.au

30: Green Triangle 

Timber Industry Awards 

POSTPONED – Barn 
Palais, Mount Gambier, 
SA, Australia. Nominations 
open 1 June 2020 and close 
14 August 2020. For more 
information visit:  
www.gttia.com/

MARCH 2021

17-19: Doing Timber 

Business in Queensland – 
Marriott Hotel, Brisbane, 

QLD, Australia. State 

conference, workshops 

and innovation tour 

organised by Timber 

Queensland. Visit www.

doingtimberbusinessinqld.com

APRIL 2021

DANA New Zealand Forest 

Industry Status and Outlook 

Conference and field trip.  

Dates and venue TBA. To 

register interest as delegate 

or presenter please email 

admin@danaevents.co.nz

SEPTEMBER
27-30: Council on Forest Engineering 
Annual Meeting – POSTPONED.  
Visit www.cofe.org for update.

OCTOBER
21-23: Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
(SFI) Annual Conference – Vancouver, 
BC, Canada. The 2020 SFI Annual 
Conference will be focused on how 
forests can make a difference when it 
comes to so many of the most important 
sustainability challenges faced in the 
forest sector and communities.  
For additional information see: 
sficonference.org

NOVEMBER
1-5: 3rd DANA African Forest Industry 
Investment Conference and field trip 

POSTPONED – Durban, South Africa. 
Possible 2021 conference and field trip  - 
Dates and venue TBA. To register interest 
as delegate or presenter please email 
admin@danaevents.co.nz

DECEMBER
7-9: International Forest Business 
Conference and Tour – Sopot, Poland. 
A two-day conference on megatrends 
that shape forest and wood industry 
sectors. The event will highlight 
the transformation of forest-related 
businesses towards a low-carbon 
bioeconomy, discuss tensions between 
sustainability and cost competitiveness, 
and call attention to new green 
innovations. Field trip on December 7 
to IKEA and Egger mills. The event will 
welcome institutional investors from 

across the globe to discuss investment 
opportunities in timber to diversify their 
portfolios and achieve healthy returns. 
Register at www.fba-events.com or 
contact karolina@forest-analytics.com

JANUARY 2021
11-14 : World Conference on Timber 
Engineering (WCTE Santiago 
2020) – Santiago, Chile. Topics 
include Sustainable Forests for timber 
production; wood products, connections: 
timber engineering’ timber architecture; 
building and environmental impacts; 
policies, education and future trends.  
For further information see:  
www.wcte2021.com/

• Please send any events listings 
to John Halkett via email: johnh@
timberandforestryenews.com

EVENTS LISTS MAY HAVE BEEN, OR ARE LIKELY TO BE CANCELLED OR POSTPONED 
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. 
PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES.

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
http://www.timberqueensland.com.au
http://www.timberqueensland.com.au
http://www.timberdesignawards.com.au
http://www.timberdesignawards.com.au
http://www.gttia.com/
http://www.doingtimberbusinessinqld.com
http://www.doingtimberbusinessinqld.com
mailto:admin@danaevents.co.nz
http://www.cofe.org
mailto:admin@danaevents.co.nz
http://www.fba-events.com
mailto:karolina@forest-analytics.com
http://www.wcte2021.com/
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
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INDEPENDENT research 
from Airborne Research 
Australia after the 2019-
20 bushfires on Kangaroo 
Island in South Australia has 
confirmed that plantations 
can act as a fire suppressant.

“From what I can see 
on our aerial imagery and 
Lidar it does not seem to 
support the opinion that the 
plantations were particularly 
bad in the fire situation,” 
chief scientist at Airborne,” 
Professor Jorg Hacker said.

“We have several 
examples where the native 
vegetation around, or even 
within plantations has 
burned, but the trees in the 
plantation are still alive,” he 
said.

About 211,000 ha on 
the 440,500 ha island was 
affected by the fires resulting 
from lightning strikes.

ARA is a non-commercial, 
not-for-profit organisation 
that undertook aerial surveys 
of vegetation in the Adelaide 
Hills and Kangaroo Island 
after the summer bushfires.

Kangaroo Island Plantation 
Timbers managing director 
Keith Lamb said it was 
widely acknowledged that 
well-managed plantations 
without ladder fuels could 
act to suppress fire when it 
entered the plantation.

Plantation timber 
comprised just 7% of the 
area burnt in the summer 
bushfires – about 15,000 ha 
of 210,000ha burnt.

“We’ve had several 
property owners come 
to us and tell us that the 
plantations actually saved 
their assets during the 
summer bushfires,” Mr 
Lamb said. “And you can see 
at the back of a plantation 
like Jarmyn on the West 
End Highway, that there 
are unburnt trees after the 
Ravine fire, while assets over 
the road were not burnt.”

Independent bluegum 
growers John and Cheryl 
Lewis confirmed that 
their plantation trees had 
protected parts of their farm 
during the Ravine fires in 
January.

“We are quite sure our 
house and sheds survived 
because of the bluegums,” 
Cheryl Lewis said. “We had 
sheep that took shelter in 
native veg and they were 
burnt but the ones that 
sheltered in the plantation 

just wandered out the next 
day, unharmed.”

West End resident Margi 
Prideaux confirmed the 
protective presence of the 
bluegums and said senior 
firefighters had agreed.

“Bluegums saved our 
vineyard,” Ms Prideaux said.

“On January 3, if we had 
had nothing between us and 
the bush block next door we 
would have lost the vineyard. 
There’s a strip of plantation 
bluegums and you can see 
the fire hit it hard but then 
as you go through, the fire 
scar reduces. It absorbed the 
impact before it got to our 
vineyard,”

Ms Prideaux added: “We 
lost our home, but that was 
fire in a creekline of native 
vegetation.”

Airborne Research 

Australia used 
modified light 
planes to fly 250 m 
above the Adelaide 
Hills and Kangaroo 
Island, were 
summer bushfires 
caused widespread 
reduction.

Data gathered 
during the flights 
was used to 
build interactive 
maps, which the 

organisation said could assist 
communities in reducing fire 
risks on local properties and 
help researchers track fire 
movements.

Professor Hacker said 
the planes were fitted with 
special sensors, high-
resolution cameras and 
LiDAR (Light Detection and 
Ranging) technology.

“These shoot laser 
beams down to the ground, 
hundreds of thousands of 
them per second, and then it 
measures what comes back,” 
he said.

“If part of a tree has burnt 
you can see that very clearly. 
You then also know from 
the LiDAR measurements if 
the tree still has leaves, or 
whether it’s bare.”

KANGAROO ISLAND UPDATE

1/   Stocktake… KIPT directors Keith 
Lamb and Shauna Black with forest 
operations manager Brian Stewart 
at the burnt Macgill plantation on 
Kangaroo Island.
2/   Pilot and chief scientist  
Professor Jorg Hacker… using light 
planes and special sensors to  
determine effects of bushfires on 
trees and vegetation.

1

2

PLANTATIONS
IN THE FIRES
ACTUALLY
SAVED THEIR
ASSETS

Bluegum plantations protect in fires
Native vegetation and pastures lost, but trees survive
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FOREST CERTIFICATION

WHAT A WEEK FOR WOOD!

Renewable.
Sustainable.
Reliable.
Secure.

CANFOR  MADE IN CANADAVIDA  MADE IN SWEDEN

For more information contact:
VIDA WOOD AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
100 Potassium Street, Narangba  

QLD 4504 Australia
P: 07 3147 8790   E. sales@vidawood.com

W. www.vida.se/en/info/vida-wood-australia

VIDA Canfor is a global supplier of refined 
products from sustainable Swedish and  
Canadian forest and are a stable supplier 
of roof trusses, wall elements and finished 
modules in wood. All raw material from 
VIDA Canfor sawmills are produced with 
both the highest quality and the  
environment considered where we are 
PEFC and FSC Certified. 

VIDA Canfor offer the following products:
• Structural framing – MGP10/MGP12/F5
• Primed weatherboards
• Solid battens
• Decking
• H3 LOSP frame
• Plus DTL facilities for precision docking

Please contact our experienced and motivated 
staff to find out how we can help your business.

mailto:sales@vidawood.com
http://www.vida.se/en/info/vida-wood-australia
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Providing solutions to enhance the performance of your 
Engineered Wood Products.
LVL, plywood and CLT are an essential component of the modern construction 
industry, Lonza offer a range of solutions to protect engineered wood products. 

✓ Veneer pre-treatments
✓ Glue line additives
✓ Finished product protection

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©2017 Lonza

Looking to enhance your 
engineered wood products? 

Contact Lonza. 

    +61 3 9339 8915      
    tanalised.au@lonza.com  

NEW ZEALAND   
    +64 9 276 3646      +64 6 755 9324      

    scott.connor@lonza.com      tanalised.nz@lonza.com  

    AUSTRALIA      NEW PLYMOUTH

INSTITUTE OF FORESTERS OF AUSTRALIA

Academics taken to task over errors in
review of forest harvests and bushfires
THE Institute of Foresters of 
Australia, the professional 
association representing 
some 1000 forest scientists, 
researchers and professional 
forest land managers, will be 
seeking an apology from the 
University of Tasmania after 
a paper suggesting forestry 
harvesting activities make 
forests more bushfire prone 
was withdrawn by the journal 
Fire due to a number of errors.

The paper – Propensities 
of Old Growth, Mature and 
Regrowth Wet Eucalypt 
Forest, and Eucalyptus nitens 
Plantation to Burn during 
Wildfire and Suffer Fire-
Induced Crown Death – was 
retracted on August 27.

The paper, written by UTas 
academics Suyanti Winto-
Lewin, Jennifer Sanger 
and James Kirkpatrick, was 
published in a special issue 
of the journal. Two of the 
three special issue editors 
responsible for the scientific 
standard of its content are 
also UTas academics.

According to the retraction 
notice, the authors were 
informed of some errors in the 
categorisation of the forest 

types by a colleague.

“The major error was 
the incorrect inclusion of a 
category of plantation from a 
publicly available vegetation 
type layer,” the retraction 
notice stated. “There were 
also other sites which were 
incorrectly categorised.”

The authors reclassified or 
removed the sites that were 
obviously incorrect, added 
new randomly located sites to 
compensate for excluded sites 
and added more site pairs.

The reanalysis of the data 
including the new sites 
revealed that “… a close 
examination of the data 
indicated that the outcomes 
were highly sensitive to 
variation in fire intensity in a 
low number of sites, indicating 
a need for a larger data set 
and complementary analyses 
using GIS techniques.”

The Fire editorial office 
stated “the paper is retracted 

to ensure the addition of 
only high-quality scientific 
works to the field of scholarly 
communication”.

IFA/AFG president Bob 
Gordon said his organisation 
would be immediately seeking 
an apology from the University 
of Tasmania over the standard 
of the university’s review 
process that had resulted in 
this publication.

“What I marvel at is 
that it took two volunteer 
independent scientists and 
academics to pick up these 
errors through publicly 
available data and then contact 
the editors of this journal to 
highlight the substantial issues 

in methodology,” Mr Gordon 
said.

Mr Gordon said the 
withdrawal of this paper 
highlights a significant issue 
and the IFA/AFG will be 
seeking an apology from UTas.

In an almost unheard 
of move, the Fire Journal 
has now announced it is 
immediately disassociating 
itself from the article and 
apologising for its publication.

Australian Forest Products 
Association CEO Ross 
Hampton said the research 
was promoted by the 
researchers under the banner 
of the University of Tasmania. 
He has written to the Vice 
Chancellor asking what 
measures will be taken to 
undo the wrong which it has 
been done.

“The research also 
prompted a slew of media 
articles,” Mr Hampton said.

“I will be contacting 
all those outlets seeking 
corrections. I shall also be 
ensuring that all politicians, 
federal and state, with an 
interest in forest industries 
understand that the research 
has been exposed as wrong.”

Bob Gordon… withdrawal of 
paper a significant issue.

STANDARD OF
UNIVERSITY’S
REVIEW PROCESS
CRITICISED

mailto:tanalised.au@lonza.com
mailto:scott.connor@lonza.com
mailto:tanalised.nz@lonza.com
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UAccess to $40m fund

will provide relief for
forest products sector
THE Australian Forest 
Products Association has 
welcomed the announcement 
that fire-impacted forest 
industries can apply to the 
federal government’s $40 
million Forestry Recovery 
Development Fund from 
September 2.

AFPA CEO Ross Hampton 
said the support package 
would provide major relief to 
the forest product industries 
in NSW, Victoria and South 
Australia, states devastated by 
the Black Summer bushfires.

“We’re pleased the federal 
government listened and 
responded to the crisis facing 
our industry,” Mr Hampton 
said.

The fund, announced in 
June by Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison, will support timber 
processors facing significant, 
long-term reductions in log 
supply so they can retool and 
upgrade their mills.

The bushfire recovery 
package also included a $10 
million ‘salvage log storage 
fund’ to boost mills’ capacity 
to process and store the 
short-term surplus in burnt 
logs, particularly in the NSW 
south west slopes region 
where around 40% of the 
softwood plantations were fire 
damaged.

“The opening of the 
program this week means 
the industry can take the next 
step towards recovery to 
ensure they can survive into 
the future and support the 
regional economies and jobs 
which rely on our sustainably 
managed forest industries,” 
Mr Hampton said.

“Our thanks especially 
to the Assistant Minister 
for Forestry and Fisheries 
Senator Jonno Duniam who 
worked closely with industry 
to understand its needs, and 
develop the guidelines.”

Mr Hampton said while the 
fire-affected mills still faced 
significant challenges over 
the next 20-30 years, the fund 
and the NSW government’s 
complementary recovery 
package announced earlier in 
the year would go a long way 
towards securing the long-
term future of the industry 
and the tens of thousands of 
jobs it supported.

A Forestry Recovery 
Development Fund was 
established for grants that 
support processors navigate 
future wood supply shortages 
through innovation and 
product diversification.

This will provide industry 
with improved capacity to 
process salvaged wood (and 
accommodate the structural 
properties of the fi re-affected 
wood) and diversify their 
product range.

Ross Hampton... $40m recovery 
fund helping secure long-term 
future of industry.

http://www.hyne.com.au
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Is the NZ forest sector internationally competitive?

AS the effects 
of pandemic 
ripple through 
our industry and 
the importance 
of acting on 
climate change 
is increasing 
among Australian 
consumers, now is 
the time to grasp 
the opportunity 
to promote wood 
– and the entire 
forestry supply 
chain – as part of 
the solution.

Launched in 2019, the 
result of extensive industry 
consultation, The Ultimate 
Renewable™ brand has 
already seen wide adoption 
and support. If you haven’t 
already registered for the 
Partner Program, it’s fast and 
free and can be done online 
at https://www.fwpa.com.au/
login.html

As a Program Partner 
you will be able to access 
The Ultimate Renewable™ 
campaign materials, free of 
charge. The materials include 
a range of logos, designed for 
different sectors of the supply 
chain, and generic advertising 
artwork that can be branded 
with company logos.

New materials, including a 
range of videos on forestry 
and the production of wood 
products are available for 
partners to use to promote 
their own businesses. This is 
in addition to existing videos 

at The Ultimate Renewable™ 
website. These are also 
available for sharing through 
YouTube.

New The Ultimate 
Renewable™ video titles 
include: ‘The Art and Science 
of Forestry’; ‘How It’s Made: 
Laminated Veneer Lumber 
(LVL) and Cross Laminated 
Timber (CLT)’; ‘How do we 
produce softwood?’

“We have a really valuable 
range of offerings,” says 
Eileen Newbury, FWPA’s 
national marketing and 
communications manager. 
“And many are under-utilised. 
Our aim is to ensure that all 
members and associates know 
what materials are available 
so they can choose the right 
solutions for their needs – and 
many of these are free!”

As FWPA managing director 
Ric Sinclair explains: “The 
Ultimate Renewable™ is an 
industry initiative and validated 
by extensive industry and 

consumer research.

“The proposal for the line 
The Ultimate Renewable™ 
originated from industry 
consultation.

“The timing is fortunate 
in that consumers’ desire 
for action on climate change 
is increasing, the profile 
of engineered timber and 
mid-rise timber buildings is 
growing in the design and 
construction sectors and 

awareness of the advantages 
of biophilic, or nature-inspired, 
design is rising.

“Wood and the products of 
our forestry industry are ideally 
positioned to support these 
trends – and The Ultimate 
Renewable™ is a memorable 
summary of the benefits we 
deliver.”

He added: “I encourage 
all industry participants, 
whatever their role or size, to 
get on board with The Ultimate 
Renewable™, use the logos 
and other materials wherever 
you can and help make 
Australia aware of the many 
benefits the forest and wood 
products industry can deliver 
to both current and future 
generations.

“Recently we launched 
The Ultimate Renewable™ 
Instagram to effectively 
demonstrate the varied uses 
of timber and considerable 
care and pride that our 
industry takes in their work.

“As a part of this story, 
we would like to share 
images via our social media 
channels where The Ultimate 
Renewable™, branding is 
displayed in conjunction with 
your branding as well as 
‘behind-the-brand’ images 
that may include you or your 
colleagues.”

How have you used these 
logos? You can send images to 
holly.dowding@fwpa.com.au 
and if you have Instagram you 
can follow us here  
@theultimaterenewable

FWPA MONTHLY UPDATE

Are you making the most of FWPA’s
The Ultimate Renewable resources?

An industry services company working to 
grow the forest and wood products market
Visit us at fwpa.com.au

Ric Sinclair… The Ultimate  
Renewable™ is a memorable  
summary of the benefits we deliver.

With Eileen Newbury
National Marketing and  

Communications Manager, 
FWPA 

TALKING TIMBER

https://www.fwpa.com.au/login.html
mailto:holly.dowding@fwpa.com.au
http://www.fwpa.com.au
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NEW ZEALAND AWARDS: TIMBER IN ARCHITECTURE

This building 
grows backgrows back
Today we can build higher, stronger and lighter than ever before with 
a raw material that is renewable. By using wood in construction we can 
help cut CO2 emissions by up to 75%. It’s time to make the switch from 
fossil-based materials. Welcome to the renewable materials company.

www.storaenso.com/ReduceCO2Emissions

http://www.storaenso.com/reduceco2emissions
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TIMBERLINK New Zealand 
has announced a review 
of its Blenheim sawmill 
operations in the north east 
of the South Island after 
investing more than $10 
million into the site.

The sawmill, which 
processes 123,000 tonnes 
of radiata softwood log from 
South Island plantations and 
employs a staff of 75 could 
close.

The Blenheim mill 
processes a high proportion 
of pruned, high-grade log 
which it manufactures into 
high-grade appearance and 
decorative products.  Other 
products include structural 
timber, laminated and finger-
jointed posts and mouldings, 
decking boards and industrial 
grade timber.

It has a sawline engineered 
to recover the best quality 
material possible from each 
log, a modern preservative 
treatment plant and a 
lamination and finger jointing 
facility.

Products processed at 
Blenheim are distributed 
throughout New Zealand, 
Australia, Asia and Europe.

Timberlink New Zealand 
has been negatively 
impacted by higher log costs, 
lower Asian prices, and a 
strong New Zealand dollar 
since it purchased the mill in 
2015.

Timberlink CEO Ian Tyson 
said the company was “at 
the mercy” of a number of 
factors outside its control, 
and it was “difficult to see 
those changing anytime 
soon”.

“It has become clear 

that we need to seriously 
consider whether the 
business is sustainable,” Mr 
Tyson said.

“This includes the potential 
for our manufacturing 
operations to close.

“We have tried hard to 
avoid the need for a review 
and arriving at this point is 
extremely disappointing. We 
have a really talented team 
in Blenheim, and we really 
feel for them. We also know 
this will be a big blow for the 
local community during these 
uncertain times.”

Mr Tyson said while 
Covid-19 had had an impact 
on markets, it was not the 
driving force for the review.

Timberlink will provide 
the site with an update on 

September 8. The Australian 
company took over the 
Blenheim operation in 
September 2015, buying the 
site from Flight Timbers.

The company claimed 
$520,190.40 from the wage 
subsidy for employees.

An economic response 
team in Marlborough set up 
to help the region recover 
from the impact from Covid 
highlighted the importance 
of forestry to the region, 

contributing 
$164 million to 
Marlborough’s 
GDP annually.

Marlborough 
Forest Industry 
Association 
executive officer 
Vern Harris said he 
was surprised to 
hear of the review.

“It’s 
disappointing, 
but hopefully it is 
just a review,” Mr 
Harris said.

Blenheim 
also had a 
second sawmill, 

Kaituna Sawmill, owned by 
OneFortyOne.

Mr Harris estimated 
between the two sawmills, 
about 35% of Marlborough’s 
annual forestry cut was 
processed locally.

“It could possibly be 
mitigated by Kaituna picking 
up some of the slack, but 
I don’t know whether that 
would be immediately 
possible,” Mr Harris said.

“It’s not a good thing, and 
we don’t want our processing 
capacity to diminish in 
Marlborough or on a national 
basis so it would be very 
disappointing if they did.”

Mr Harris said, as far as he 
was aware, Timberlink would 
not have a problem with 
sourcing material.

“Individual companies will 
be affected to a degree by 
something like [Timberlink 
closing its Blenheim 
site], depending on their 
circumstances.”
(With comment by Stuff Ltd NZ)

SAWMILLING NEW ZEALAND

DISAPPOINTING
BUT HOPEFULLY
JUST A REVIEW

Use Queensland timber and grow jobs

1

2

1/   Hard decision… Australia and 
New Zealand Timberlink chief 
executive Ian Tyson (left) with  
Alistair Sowman, former  
Marlborough Mayor, and sawmill 
general manager Romon Spiers in 
front of two new kilns.
2/   Vern Harris… no problem with 
sourcing supply.

Timberlink announces ‘urgent review’
of its New Zealand sawmill operations
Impacted by high log costs, lower Asian prices and a stronger dollar



TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 624   |   September 3, 2020 15

FIRE HAZARD REDUCTION ROUNDUP

Timber processor alarmed at export of
‘massive amount’ of softwood to China
‘Every time a boat leaves the ports this wood is gone for a generation’
A SOUTH 
Australian regional 
timber processor 
says thousands of 
tonnes of softwood 
resource are 
bypassing mills and 
heading to China, 
despite long-term 
shortages facing 
some businesses.

Softwood export 
volumes decreased 
during the start 
of the pandemic, 
but trade is again 
flowing through 
deep-sea ports in 
Australia.

Photographs 
supplied to 
the ABC show 
softwood resource – sourced 
from the Green Triangle 
commercial forestry estate 
in southeast SA and western 
Victoria – being stockpiled 
at the rail internodal at 
Bordertown and in the wood 
holding yards at the Port of 
Portland ready for exporting.

This comes as the federal 
parliament's standing 
committee for agriculture and 
water resources undertakes 
an inquiry into the nation's 
timber supply chain.

Tony Pasin, MP Barker, says 
a code of conduct could be 
considered for the regional 
industry.

Mount Gambier-based 
Roundwood Solutions 
managing director Steve 
Telford said softwood resource 
was being shipped to China 
despite log supply insecurity 
facing smaller operators.

“There are a million-plus 
tonnes of resource going 

offshore every year – that’s a 
massive amount of timber,” 
Mr Telford said.

“Our forefathers planted the 
trees; they were planted with 
a plan to create jobs into the 
future. It wasn’t about growing 
wood for Asia.”

Mr Telford said every time a 
boat left the ports, this wood 
was “gone for a generation”.

“We could use 100% of 
the logs going out of the Port 
of Portland; both pulp and 
sawlogs could be utilised,” he 
said.

Mr Telford warned emotions 
were running high in some 
sections of the industry.

“They are controlled, but 
they are high in their belief 
structures,” he said.

“There is no reason for 
sawlog to be leaving this 
country anymore. There 
are plenty of people in this 
country who would be more 
than happy to bid for them.

“I want to create 60 new 
jobs in the Wattle Range area 
at Tantanoola.”

Mr Telford said he was 
constantly trying to broker 
supply contracts with growers.

“We are hoping for a 
bipartisan relationship with 
growers, going forward, so we 
can be proactive in regional 
growth and development,” he 
said.

South Australian Timber 
Processors Association 
chief executive David 
Quill said domestic 
processors continued to 
be “embarrassed” by their 
inability to meet the market 
for their product.

“The reality of the situation 
is that prior to the wave of 

export that began 
around 2012, 
these companies 
were able to enter 
into contractual 
arrangements 
with forest 
growers for raw 
material supplies 
sufficient to both 
meet market 
requirements and 
the long-term 
sustainability of the 
businesses,” Mr 
Quill said.

He said this 
was no longer the 
case as significant 
volumes of forest 
produce were 
being exported 

at the expense of domestic 
processors.

Tony Pasin said more than 
7000 people in Barker were 
employed in the forestry 
industry.

“The reality here it is the 
clear consequence of Labor’s 
decision to sell our forest 
estate,” Mr Pasin said.

Clare Scriven, Shadow 
Forestry Minister, has urged 
Mr Pasin not to play politics 
with the issue.

She said the majority of 
plantation owners exported 
and not one company could be 
singled out.

“But we need to be aware 
there are lots of jobs in the 
current situation with the 
export industry,” Ms Scriven 
said.

“There are 300 to 350 direct 
jobs in the Green Triangle 
that are related to the export 
market.”
(ABC Rural)

Ian Telford… emotions running high in some sections of the industry because of softwood  
exports to China.

WE COULD 
USE 100% OF 
THE LOGS 
GOING OUT
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SO, apparently, stay-
at-homes are reading 
more.

Our editor Jim 
tells me this has 
resulted in a bit of 
a mini-avalanche of 
comments being 
received about 
enews content. 
Even in once Covid-
free New Zealand 
co-publisher Dennis 
Neilson has received 
remarks about his 
observations of the 
upcoming election, 
and how that might 
intersect with the 
country's forestry 
industry. By the way, 
it looks like Kiwi 
international rock star-like 
PM Jacinta Ardern will do it 
in less than a canter at the 
upcoming elections.

Sorry, I digress … I 
am told most comments 
received have been 
pleasantly positive, which is 
great considering deadline 
pressures and the discipline 
of pumping out an enews 
edition every Thursday 
morning.

So, well done all my fellow 
editorial contributors.

This month I want to 
start by acknowledging 
and supporting our forestry 
brother and sister workmates 
south of the border in 
Victoria. It's been tough 
yards by any measure, so we 

are hoping that the Victorian 
community and timber 
industry will be fully back in 
action as soon as possible.

No doubt right across the 
board, it is an extremely 
challenging year. I feel for 
those who have committed 
time, energy and funding to 
industry events that have 
had to be postponed this 
year, often on more than one 
occasion.

The Australian Forest 
Contractors Association 
which hosts the flagship 
AUSTimber exhibition 
is a case in point. The 
association, and of course 
prospective exhibitors, have 
incurred costs, delays and 
uncertainty.

So, Covid willing, 2021 will 
be a busy, bumper year for 
the industry. At this stage 
AUSTimber is rescheduled to 
be held at Traralgon, country 
Victoria, in November next 
year. So, make sure you 
show your support and get 

there. It will be a highlight 
event for the industry.

In the meantime, webinars 
seem to have been the 
go. Zoom and other apps 
have taken a quantum leap 
forward this year. In that 
vein, and with concerns 
about the pressures that 
the coronavirus is placing 
on the community, and 
on industry participants in 
particular, industry dynamo 
Kersten Gentle has teamed 
up with Yvette Nash from 
ForestWorks and other 

timber industry trade 
associations to run 
some timely mental 
health webinars. So, 
well done Kerstyn 
and Yvette.

Also, from a 
forest contracting 
perspective, the 
initiative to develop 
a ForestFit training 
program is very 
timely and will be 
well received. In 
partnership with the 
forest industry and 
forest contractors, 
the NSW government 
has committed 
funding to support 

the development of the 
program that is seeking 
to foster professional 
development, increased 
business competency, 
operational compliance 
and risk management … 
hopefully providing a pathway 
for national engagement with 
training and certification.

If you’re also in the forest 
contracting game, keep an 
eye out for this program; it 
will be a valuable contributor 
to a safer and more 
rewarding workplace

Well … I know, and you 
know, we have no option. 
We must continue to tough it 
out during these challenging 
times, and take advantage 
of industry and broader 
community support programs 
as we look forward to better 
days ahead into 2021.

Catch up again next month.

Cheryl

COMMENT IN THE FOREST

More reading and support for mental
health and training as we battle Covid
Acknowledging and supporting our forestry workmates south of the border

Komatsu Forest have maintained a very strong market position with their two most popular 
forwarders being the Komatsu 875 (16 tonne) which really compliments the 895 (20 tonne).

These two current models have been further refined to meet expectations and to cover all 
the contractors’ extraction requirements with the latest developments in these key areas.

 •  New transmission system for greater traction and control.

 •  Improved crane performance with a large bunk area.

 •  Introducing Maxifleet to provide the ultimate service and production tool.

 •  New electric engine hood and new access panels for much improved serviceability

 •  Stylish and modern cab with central locking and remote key.

The latest Komatsu forwarders have been taken to another level in  
lifting the overall standards for forwarding which make them the best in their class.

Komatsu 875 & 895

www.komatsuforest.com.au

Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas

Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600

E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

The  MARKET  Leader…

With CHERYL FORREST

TRUNK LINES

2021 SHAPING
AS A BUMPER
YEAR FOR
THE INDUSTRY

Reflecting on Covid pressures … timber industry associations team up to run timely  
mental health webinars.
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Komatsu Forest have maintained a very strong market position with their two most popular 
forwarders being the Komatsu 875 (16 tonne) which really compliments the 895 (20 tonne).

These two current models have been further refined to meet expectations and to cover all 
the contractors’ extraction requirements with the latest developments in these key areas.

 •  New transmission system for greater traction and control.

 •  Improved crane performance with a large bunk area.

 •  Introducing Maxifleet to provide the ultimate service and production tool.

 •  New electric engine hood and new access panels for much improved serviceability

 •  Stylish and modern cab with central locking and remote key.

The latest Komatsu forwarders have been taken to another level in  
lifting the overall standards for forwarding which make them the best in their class.

Komatsu 875 & 895

www.komatsuforest.com.au

Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas

Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600

E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

The  MARKET  Leader…

http://www.komatsuforest.com.au
mailto:info.au@komatsuforest.com
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Canadians ‘beef up’ efforts to contain
wildfires as cattle graze on forest fuel
GPS collars prevent herds straying too far from their bush tucker
A NEW pilot 
project in British 
Columbia forests 
is testing the 
practice of 
targeted grazing to 
prevent wildfires

A wildfire 
prevention 
program in the 
province’s south 
east has enlisted 
an army of 
unusual soldiers 
to help keep dry 
grasses and other 
tinder in check.

More than 
200 cattle spent 
a month in the 
middle of Canada’s 
summer grazing on 52 sq km 
area of Crown land south of 
the city of Cranbrook as part 
of the pilot project. Targeted 
grazing is a fire risk mitigation 
method already being used in 
southern Europe and some 
parts of the US.

The grazing is "targeted" in 
terms of when and where 
the natural biofuels are being 
consumed; it often has to 
be combined with other 
methods, such as prescribed 
burning.

Removing conifers – a 
major source of forest fires 
– is part of the Cranbrook 
project managed by Mike 
Pritchard, wildfire prevention 
coordinator with the British 
Columbia Cattlemens 
Association. This practice 
may boost the growth of 
grasses and increase fire risk, 
but those grasses are more 
likely to be eaten by cattle.

"When we remove conifers, 
we naturally increase light 

and increase water, and it 
grows grass,” Mr Pritchard 
said. “And so this grass 
is very palatable in most 
cases.”

Some conifers have 
been removed from the 
grazing ground to allow 
more grasses to grow for 
the cattle. The project used 
electric fencing to prevent 
cattle on the forest floor from 
wandering away.

But Mike Pritchard says 
electric fencing is not the 
ultimate solution; he’s 
hoping Telus, a Canadian 
national telecommunications 
company, will provide 
GPS collars to be worn 
by cattle in October for 
another experiment. These 
collars would allow project 

administrators to control the 
movement of cattle without 
building physical fences.

The solar-powered collars 
will sound alarms when the 
animal is within 5 m of the 
virtual boundary, and the 
animal may, without harm, 
get zapped if it gets too close 
to the virtual fence.

Electric fencing was used 

on the grazing 
grounds during 
the June trial at

Cranbrook.

Mike Pritchard 
runs a parallel pilot 
grazing project in 
two other regions 
in British Columbia 
and expects the 
project to be fully 
implemented next 
year.

The targeted 
grazing initiative is 
sponsored by the 
Ministry of Forests 
in British Columbia 
and Agriculture 
and Agri-Food 
Canada.

According to the British 
Columbia Wildfire Service, 
there were 569 fires across 
the province between April 
and August this year, with 
7656 ha of land burned. 
Most fires have occurred in 
the southeastern part of the 
province.

Silvopasture trials – the 
practice of integrating trees, 
forage, and the grazing of 
domesticated animals in 
a mutually beneficial way 
– have been under way in 
Northern Australia for some 
time.

The trials are part of a 
Cooperative Research Centre 
for Developing Northern 
Australia-Timber Queensland 
study that has identified 
the Top End forestry and 
forest products industry 
could potentially treble its 
production value to up to 
$300 million a year over the 
next five or 10 years.

1

2

1/   Chewing the cud… British 
Columbia targets grazing as a fire 
risk mitigation method against 
forest fires.
2/   Mike Pritchard… controlling 
the movement of cattle on the 
forest floor.

GRASS UNDER
TREES IS VERY
PALATABLE
IN MOST CASES
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WITH individual grants of 
up to $22,000 on offer, 
young agriculture and 
forestry innovators are being 
encouraged to apply for the 
2021 Science and Innovation 
Awards for Young People in 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry.

Applications close at 5 pm 
on Friday, October 2.

Dr Robyn Cleland, acting 
chief scientist (agriculture) 
with the Department of 
Agriculture, Water and 
the Environment, urged 
applicants to start working on 
their applications now.

“The science awards are 
a rewarding and valuable 

grant opportunity that funds 
innovative projects to address 
long-standing issues in the 
agriculture sector,” Dr Cleland 
said.

“The range of projects 
we receive each year from 
our next generation of 
researchers, innovators and 
others impress me with their 
creative approaches to a wide 
range of industry issues.”

Dr Cleland encourages 
anyone committed to 
the future success and 
sustainability of Australia’s 
agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries sector to visit the 
science awards website 
and get started on their 
application.

The science and innovation 
awards are a partnership 
between the Department of 
Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment and industry 

award partners, including 
Forest and Wood Products 
Australia.

“The contribution 
from industry partners in 
supporting each of the award 
categories is an essential part 
of the success of the grant 
program, and I thank them for 
their continued support and 

investment,” Dr Cleland said.

The awards are a 
competitive grants program 
open to 18-35-year-old to 
undertake new and creative 
scientific-based research to 
benefit Australian industries. 
Ten individual award 
categories are available, with 
the opportunity to share in up 
to $220,000 in grants.

Visit awe.gov.au/
scienceawards or email 
scienceawards@awe.gov.au

Award partners also include 
Australian Eggs, Australian 
Meat Processor Corporation, 
Australian Wool Innovation, 
Cotton Research and 
Development Corporation, 
CSIRO Biosecurity 
digital innovation, Grains 
Research and Development 
Corporation, Hort Innovation, 
Meat and Livestock Australia, 
and Wine Australia.

SCIENCE AWARDS

Sean Krisanki… FWPA 2020  
Science and Innovation Award  
recipient recognised for his 
research into the development of 
an ‘arborist’ drone that can take 
samples from the forest canopy, 
previously unreachable.

Remembering the MV Krait and that
daring raid on Japanese ships in WW2

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING
IS HERE!
Advertise jobs, buy/sell your products  
and services ONLINE, with the new 
timber and forestry website.
With just a few clicks, your  
business will be seen on the  
industry’s #1 WEBSITE.  

Visit timberandforestryenews.com/ 
advertising to find out more or email  
advertising@timberandforestryenews.com

• Jobs board
•  New/used  
equipment and  
machinery for sale

•  Other products/ 
services

$22,000 grants open for young innovators

APPLICANTS
SHOULD
RESPOND NOW

mailto:scienceawards@awe.gov.au
mailto:advertising@timberandforestryenews.com
https://www.timberandforestryenews.com/advertising/
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Lexus spells luxury: wood and leather
“WOW … a wooden wheel,” 
exclaimed fellow timber 
journalist Tony as he settled 
into the real-leather passenger 
seat of the luxury-plus MY20 
Lexus 450h.

More precisely, a wooden 
steering wheel… this one 
crafted from pure open-pore 
walnut and bird’s eye maple.

Let’s stay gripped to the 
wheel before we examine 
the opulence of this big 
fourth-generation Lexus SUV, 
a product of Toyota’s luxury 
division in Japan.

Walnut timber 
(Juglandaceae nigra) is one 
of 21 species in the genus 
ranging across southeast 
Europe, Japan and southeast 
Canada.

Before Lexus crafts its 
brown walnut steering 
wheels, the wood pieces 
undergo a stress process 
– a week-long alternation 
between humidification 
and dehumidification which 
minimises warping and 
essentially ‘freezes’ the 
wood’s innate quality.

The wood pieces that go 
into a single Lexus solid-
carved steering wheel all 
come from the same piece 
of wood, both for aesthetic 
reasons and for uniform 
strength. And because every 
board is different, with a 

different grain design, every 
Lexus steering wheel is a one-
of-a-kind creation.

The craftsmanship really 
begins when the wood pieces 
are carved into curved shapes 
then fitted around a metal core 
using resins and glues that 
match the shade of the wood.

The MY 20 Lexus RX 450h 
(either a five or seven-seater) 
is the flagship powertrain 
offering in the Japanese luxury 
brand’s large SUV line-up. The 
RX 450h name relates to the 
powertrain, pairing a 193 kW 
3.5-litre naturally aspirated V6 
with a 123 kW electric motor 
for a combined power output 
of 230 kW.

Hybrid fuel use is the big 
selling point: the five-seater 
RX uses 5.7 L/100 km, the 
seven-seater 6L/100km. 
Thankfully unchanged, 
transition between petrol 
and electric is seamless 

and enables zero-emissions 
driving, the key to fuel 
efficiency.

On performance, the hybrids 
have the edge – zero-100 time 
for the RX 450h is 7.7 seconds.

We were deposited in 
the $103,258 (on road) 
five-seater with luxury trim 
‘enhancement’ pack that 
comes with a panoramic 
sunroof and lots of leather and 
wood.

The RX300 Luxury once 
again comes standard with 
keyless entry and start, 
satellite navigation, DAB+ 
digital radio, wireless 
smartphone charging, dual-
zone climate control, a power-
operated steering column, 
blind-spot monitoring, rear 
cross-traffic alert, high-beam 
assist and 10 airbags

They also gain adaptive 
variable suspension, heating 
and cooling for the front seats 

and retractable sunshades in 
the rear.

The revised RX 450h also 
introduces next generation  
Lexus headlight technology 
– BladeScan adaptive high-
beam light distribution, 
which delivers more precise 
photometric control of the 
area of illumination in front of 
the car, at an accuracy within 
0.7 deg.

Lexus warranties are 
worthy: 4 year/100,000 km, 
plus 3-year Lexus encore 
program; 8-year/160,000 km 
hybrid battery warranty.

Lexus Australia CEO Peter 
McGregor is excited about the 
“adventurous design” of the 
new RX.

“People want something 
different,” he says.

Different indeed – and the 
best choice in the segment 
for value and environmentally 
conscious drivers.

1/   Lexus RX 450h five-seater… something different in quality SUVs.
2/   Cracking the competition… walnut and real leather add to the luxury.
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