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THE COVID-190 lockdown 
alert in New Zealand was 
lowered from Level 4 to 
Level 3 this week. 

Some politicians and the 
media have been critical of 
the still very restrictive Level 
3, calling it Level 3.9 or even 
“Level 4 with Kentucky Fried 
Chicken takeaways allowed”.

However, what is 
important is that the NZ 
forestry, wood processing 
and construction sectors 
have re-started, employing 
up to 500,000 workers 
previously in lockdown.

While the level of 
construction wood demand 
in the next 3- 6 months 
is uncertain, as property 
transactions have also only 
been allowed to restart this 
week, the forestry sector is 
benefitting in the short term, 
at least from high China log 
prices. 

From a low of around $100 
per JAS cub m at wharf gate 
NZ port in January-February, 
prices offered this week are 
commonly around $140 and 
with one recent contract 

reportedly signed at $150.

These high prices will 
be sure to re-ignite the 
hardy annual debate 
between forest owners 
and some sawmillers about 
unsustainably high export 
prices.

Most sawmillers are 
happy, or at least accept 
an international best price 
log market, but the NZ 
Wood Processing and 
Manufacturing Association 
continues its multi- year 
campaign to have log exports 
banned, highly tariffed or 
restricted. 

Earlier this month the 
media was regularly 

reporting threats and claims 
by the Minister of Forests 
Shane Jones that we 
would reign-in exports by 
steep tariffs. That attempt 
reportedly failed as it would 
breach WTO rules. But that 
has not stopped a concerted 
campaign by the Minister, 
the WPMA, the NZ Timber 
Industry Federation the CEO 
of Red Stag, the largest 
sawmill company, and the 
largest pulp mill company 
Oji Fibre Solutions to attack 
forest owners.

The Timber Industry 
Federation’s proposal 
for a “fair” allocation of 
logs was ‘dead on arrival’ 
as it breached even NZ 
Commerce Commission 
(ACCC) rules, and anyone 
adopting it would have been 
thrown in jail for collusion.

The latest attempt was to 
have the NZ Forest Owners 
Associations sign a ‘forestry 
accord’ which would 
commit all its members 
(who produce 70% of the 
total NZ harvest) to supply 
guaranteed minimum 
volumes or percentages of 
harvests to the domestic 
mills first, before being 
allowed to export logs. 

We believe that the FOA 
declined an invitation to sign 
any such Accord.

The never-ending debates 
will rage on, but in the 
meantime thousands of 
harvesting, log transport 
and wharf workers went 
back to work yesterday to 
enjoy at least a temporary 
respite with high Chinese log 
demand and prices.  

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards  
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now  

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®

NEWS NEW ZEALAND

Authorities burn a forest fire solution

THE DEBATES
WILL SURELY
RAGE ON

NZ’s forest industry fires up to near
record log prices as restrictions ease
DENNIS NEILSON
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THE Australian Forest 
Products Association’s 
submission to the Royal 
Commission into Natural 
Disaster Arrangements has 
called for an ambitious whole-
of-landscape approach to 
bushfire mitigation and active 
land management, including 
mechanical fuel reduction 
alongside controlled burns 
to ensure the Black Summer 
fires are not repeated.

“Despite several 
catastrophic bushfire seasons 
around the country in the past 
50 years, multiple state royal 
commissions and national 
inquiries, the unprecedented 
devastation across the country 
from this bushfire season has 
shown that business-as-usual 
is not an option,” AFPA CEO 

Ross Hampton said.

“We need a coordinated, 
whole-of-landscape approach 
to land management, not the 
current system where there 
are multiple approaches to  
fuel reduction by multiple  
land managers and agencies,” 
he said.

“That approach 
should include 
using mechanical 
fuel reduction 
techniques to 
complement fuel 
reduction burns, 
which have proved 
highly effective 
in other bushfire 
prone countries.”

AFPA’s 
submission 
supporting the 
132-million ha forest 

estate focuses on the need for 
improved land management 
regimes to mitigate against 
future catastrophic fires, the 
need for a greater focus from 
governments to protect forest 
industry assets, and a greater 
appreciation for the enormous 

fire mitigation, suppression 
and recovery role that the 
forest industry workforce 
provides.

“We urgently need more 
consistent and active land 
management across all 
land tenures to match the 
standards required on state-
managed public land tenures 
under a National Bushfire 
Mitigation Strategy,” Mr 
Hampton said.

“This royal commission 
should examine how Australia 
can move towards national 
benchmarks for fuel reduction 
in strategic areas, and a 
close examination of how 
mechanical fuel reduction can 
complement hazard reduction 
burns in a national bushfire 
strategy.”

BUSHFIRE ROYAL COMMISSION

(02) 6285 3833 

enquiries@ausfpa.com.au 

www.ausfpa.com.au

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

Inspiring journey, puzzles to solve

Letter to the editor from Chile
YOUR front page last week 
made Jose Daniel’s day and 
for years to come, showing 
it to his friends and family in 
Chile. He is about to retire 
so it was a most important 
recognition of his life as a 
forestry worker.

This week I forwarded 
Timber&Forestry enews to 
my contact at Forestal Arauco, 
who then gave instructions 
for tracking down Jose Daniel. 
He was working somewhere 
in the field, staying at a camp, 
as forestry is considered a 
strategic industry that must 
continue to operate. We 
delivered a printed copy of 
the magazine to him. I was 
told it was a rather emotional 
moment for him.

I hope that in the near 
future, COVID-19 permitting, 
we will be able to share with 
you good news about certified 

honey (CoC) produced in 
certified forests (SFM). It is a 
variation of what Uruguay did 
in eucalyptus plantations. It 
could be relevant for Australia 
… and a competitor to 
Manuka honey?

Keep up the good news and 
we will present this to the 
readers of our newsletter.
– André Laroze, secretario 
Ejecutivo, CertforChile (PEFC 
national governing body, Chile).

José Daniel Cáceres returns from 
the forest to be greeted by his wife.

AFPA calls for new vision in managing
Australia’s 132-million ha forest estate

Ross Hampton… we need a coordinated, whole-
of-landscape approach to land management.

mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.auThe
mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
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A COOPERATIVE Research 
Centre for Developing 
Northern Australia study 
has identified the Northern 
Australian forestry and forest 
products industry could 
potentially treble its production 
value to up to $300 million a 
year and create 600 new jobs 
over the next five to 10 years.

The report found the sector 
could make these increases 
through the sustainable 
management of northern 
forestry areas for timber 
harvesting and within a 
framework which conserves 
the natural values of the 
forest.

The Northern forestry and 
forest products industry 
situational analysis is the 

result of a collaboration 
between the CRCNA, Timber 
Queensland, the Northern 
Territory Department 
of Primary Industry and 
Resources, Queensland 
Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries and the University of 
the Sunshine Coast.

Timber Queensland CEO 
Mick Stephens said the 
project identified the industry 
supported around 1200 direct 
jobs with an annual production 
value of more than $80 million.

“Importantly, key sectors 
of the industry have until 
now been largely based on 
establishing the underlying 
plantation forest resources 
of around 100,000 ha for 
downstream processing and 
export markets,” Mr Stephens 
said.

“This is the case for 
the maturing plantation 
forest resources of African 
mahogany, Indian sandalwood 
and Acacia that are now 
approaching or only recently 
transitioning to harvest age 
and sale into markets.

“The exception is the 
softwood plantation estate in 
Far North Queensland, which 
already supplies into domestic 
sawmilling and building 
markets with good scope for 
expansion”.

Mr Stephens said with 
forecast increases in demand 
for forest products both 
domestically and globally, the 
industry was poised to take 
advantage of growing Asian 
and domestic markets for a 
range of plantation wood fibre 

and timber products.

A significant opportunity 
also revolved around the 
development of indigenous 
native forestry, with 73% 
of the forests in Northern 
Australia under indigenous 
ownership or management. 
Northern Australia had 63 
million ha of native forest, 
with 13 million ha identified 
as having commercial timber 
potential.

The study recommends six 
key actions that can deliver 
future industry growth: 

• Build on the newly formed 
industry and cross-jurisdictional 
agency alliance to promote forest 
sector development across 
Northern Australia.

• Promote indigenous 
forestry development through 
better engagement models 
and commercial arrangements 
between industry and 
indigenous landowners, and build 
indigenous forestry capacity and 
understanding of commercial 
forest resources, including forest 
resource inventory.

• Develop secure access 
arrangements for supply 
from crown native forest land 
(i.e. leasehold) in northern 
Queensland.

• Develop a market research 
study into the potential supply and 
demand for wood products from 
Northern Australia, including key 
markets and supply chain needs 
(e.g. regional infrastructure).

• Assess silvopastoral 
opportunities (i.e. integrated 
forestry and livestock production) 
as a vehicle for new commercial 
tree plantings.

• Review Emissions Reduction 
Fund (ERF) barriers to carbon 
market access for forestry 
activities, with priority on the 
‘water rule’ requirement for new 
plantations.

NEWS CRC STUDY

Top End forest industry could treble
production value within next decade
Sector poised to take advantage of growing Asian and domestic markets

TABMA Training (previously FITEC - RTO 5343) off ers a 
full range of nationally recognised forest and timber industry 

qualifi cations ranging from forest operations, sawmilling, 
frame and truss design and manufacture, 

to timber merchandising, and business sales.
PLUS our dynamic short courses are designed to achieve 

bo� om line results for your business!
Short courses include forkli�  training, chainsaw training, 

how to deal with customers in person and on the telephone, 
performance management, timber knowledge, 

timber take off s, and visual stress grading. 
These short courses can be conducted at your premises 

(5+) or in a group at our facilities. 

TABMA Training ...TABMA Training ...
providing innovative training solutions

Contact us now for 
further information.

1300 693 483
www.tabmatraining.edu.au

Launching the 
study in Cairns 
last year…  
Senator Matt 
Cavanan,  
Minister for 
Northern  
Australia (centre) 
with Mick  
Stephens, 
CEO, Timber 
Queensland 
(left), and Warren 
Entsch, MP  
Leichhardt.

http://www.tabmatraining.edu.au
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A BUSHFIRE recovery timber 
harvesting program in Victoria 
will guide the responsible and 
sustainable harvest of small 
parts of burnt areas in the 
state.

VicForests will harvest 
severely fire-affected timber 
before it becomes unsuitable 
for use by customers. In total, 
the area to be harvested 
under the recovery effort will 
be up to 3500 ha over several 
years in the 1.6 million ha 
affected by fire. This includes 
state forests, national parks 
and private properties, 
predominately within the East 
Gippsland and northeast areas.

CEO Monique Dawson said 
expert ecologists and foresters 
would identify and manage 
high conservation values and 
support the maintenance of 
habitats for priority threatened 
species.

“Where possible, they 
will ensure flora and fauna 
are connected to healthy 
forest. Further, VicForests will 
regenerate all harvested areas.

“Where appropriate, we will 
sow seeds from our species-
specific seedbank to support 
the regeneration. We will not 

harvest unburnt areas within 
the fire footprint in 2020.”

Bushfire recovery timber 
harvesting has begun in the 
state’s northeast.

“The effort is critical to 
local jobs and to keep mills 
operating,” Ms Dawson said.

“This is especially important 
given the impacts of the 
COVID-19 crisis.”

Ms Dawson said recovery 
harvesting would focus on fire-
killed forest and work would 
continue with the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning to understand 
the ecological status of these 
areas in the context of the 

post-fire 
landscape.

VicForests will retain all 
unburnt trees and maintaining 
corridors to areas of the 
forests outside of the harvest 
area.

Importantly, state forests 
are sustainably managed for 
multiple uses. These include 
environmental conservation, 
community access and timber 
production. Timber harvesting 
is renewable, highly regulated 
and occurs in about 0.04% 
of public native forests each 
year – equivalent to about four 
trees in 10,000.

All harvested areas are 

fully regrown over time and 
the work is independently 
scrutinised by the Office of the 
Conservation Regulator. 

Businesses that source 
certified, sustainably-managed 
timber from Victoria's state 
forests can do so with full 

confidence that their 
hardwood meets all the 
stringent requirements 
of Victorian law and is 
certified by Responsible 
Wood, which is globally 
endorsed by PEFC.

VicForests has developed 
its approach using a risk 
assessment. This guides 

a precautionary approach 
to protecting fire affected 
threatened species to ensure 
operations do not put more 
pressure on these species.

VicForests welcomes 
continuous feedback from 
stakeholders on its recovery 
harvesting approach. Materials 
relating to bushfire response 
and recovery efforts can be 
accessed on the website 
www.vicforests.com.au/
fire-management-1/vicforests-
bushfire-response

Contact VicForests on (03) 
9608 9500.

FORESTRY NEWS

You can be assured that wood carrying the  
Responsible Wood mark has come from certified 
Australian forests that are sustainably managed  

to the highest global standards.

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

VicForests bushfire timber harvesting
program under way in state’s northeast

1/   Bushfire timber recovery… program starts in  
northeast Victoria. 
2/   Monique Dawson… the effort is critical to jobs 
and to keep mills operating.

1

2

http://www.vicforests.com.au/fire-management-1/vicforests-bushfire-response
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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SHE began life 
as a humble 
Yorkshire coal ship 
named the Earl 
of Pembroke, and 
ended it as the 
Lord Sandwich 2, 
a workhorse troop 
carrier and, for 
a time, a prison 
ship, so unloved 
she was scuttled 
to blockade an 
American harbour.

She will, 
however, be 
remembered 
forever as His 
Majesty’s Bark 
Endeavour, the ship sailed by 
Lieutenant James Cook on 
one of the most epic voyages 
in maritime history.

The memory of the little 
ship remains so inspiring that 
a fragment of wood – English 
oak (Quercus robur) – taken 
during one of her many 
repairs, was carried into space 
within the cockpit of the space 
shuttle built for NASA, which 
was named Endeavour.

The little flat-bowed and 
high-waisted Endeavour is also 
portrayed on New Zealand’s 
50c coin, commemorating 
Cook’s arrival in New Zealand 
in 1769, the first Briton to step 
on the shores of the Shaky 
Isles.

To Australians, of course, 
the Endeavour was the ship 
that landed at Botany Bay 250 
years ago on April 29, 1770, 
where Cook raised the flag in 
the name of King George III.

In August, 1768, Endeavour 
set out from the English 
port of Plymouth, rounded 
Cape Horn after battling giant 

seas, and headed for Tahiti to 
observe the 1769 transit of 
Venus across the Sun.

Cook then set course for 
the largely unknown southern 
Pacific, sailing to New Zealand 
and on to Terra Australis that 
would become known as 
Australia.

But as many of us salute 
the great Yorkshire navigator, 
we give thought to the 
magnificent timbers that held 
the Endeavour together during 
a fantastic three-year voyage 
of discovery – and the timber 
that shaped Endeavour 2, 
the fine replica launched in 
Fremantle in 1993.

In Britain in the 1700s, oak 
trees were in big demand by 
ship builders, grown especially 
for the purpose. Every ship 
commissioned by Drake and 
Nelson used up the wood 
from more than 2500 trees.

The First World War caused 
an acute shortage of oak 
and in 1919 the Forestry 
Commission planted countless 
new forests as well as helping 
landowners replenish their 
stock.

Today oak is still one of the 
most popular hardwoods in 
Britain, used on an every-day 
basis for interior joinery and 
furniture.

The concept of building 
a replica of HM Bark 
Endeavour for the Bicentenary 
celebrations began at 
Fremantle in January 1988.

It was not until December 
1993, after nearly six years 
of financial setbacks, that 
Endeavour 2 slid down the 
slipway and into Fremantle’s 
Fishing Boat Harbour.

The biggest challenge had 
been finding the timber to 
build the 550-tonne replica. 
The only freshly-cut timbers 
used were the hull planking, 
cut from the jarrah forests of 
south-west Western Australia, 
and the ship’s topsides, 
decking and masts made 

from 500-year-old 
Douglas fir.

Later, huge 
jarrah beams were 
salvaged from 
the demolition 
of a 70-year-old 
bridge in Hotham 
Valley and then 
50 great tallow 
woods were found 
at Port Macquarie 
used to realign the 
Pacific Highway. 
From the stumps, 
big ‘hanging 
knees’ were cut to 
support the upper 
deck.

The biggest task came with 
the bending of the 7.5-cm-thick 
jarrah hull-timbers around the 
bluff bow and stern. Early 
trials with green wood broke 
one plank in six. The project 
was unwittingly saved when 
the company storing the hull 
timber got sick of the project’s 
delays, and shifted the wood 
from a shed into the open.

The planks dried and from 
then on only a few broke after 
bending. In drying, the timber 
had strengthened and become 
more flexible.

If the builders had 
impatiently charged in it 
wouldn’t be half the ship it is 
today.

The great quote from Cook 
“that no sea could hurt her” 
applies also to Endeavour 2.

JIM BOWDEN

TIMBER AND HISTORY

NO SEA
COULD HURT
HER

On the cover: Captain James 
Cook by English portrait painter 
Nathaniel Dance (1748-1827) 
that hangs in London’s National 
Maritime Museum.  
Inset: Endeavour 2, the replica 
ship built in Fremantle.

A Cook’s tour of the magnificent
timbers that built both Endeavours
Remembering 1770 and the amazing voyage to Botany Bay

Cutaway of the Endeavour replica… built mainly from jarrah and Douglas fir. The ship is 43.6 m long 
from bowsprit to stern, with a beam of 9.28 m, a draught of 3.4 m and a mainmast height of 28 m.
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Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020/2021 AUSTRALASIA & GLOBAL

TCA has a clear view to the future

JUNE
11: Innovation in Action 
Conference – Wellington, 
NZ. Virtual conference online. 
Register interest at www.
colabprefabnz.com  

SEPTEMBER
1-3: DANA New Zealand 
Forest Industry Status and 
Outlook Conference and 
field trip – Emerald Hotel, 
Gisborne, New Zealand. 
For further information 
see: www.danaevents.

co.nz/2020gisborne/ or 
contact Julie Bell  
admin@dana.co.nz 

5: 2020 Queensland Timber 
Industry Awards Dinner – 
Brisbane, QLD, Australia.

OCTOBER
21st Australian Timber 
Design Awards – Sydney, 
NSW, Australia (date and 
venue to be advised). Entries 
close June 1. Voting for the 
People’s Choice Award is open 
from August to September.

Visit the new awards 
website for information and 
registration instructions. 
www.timberdesignawards.
com.au

23: 2020  TABMA National 
Awards Dinner – Sydney, 
NSW, Australia.

30: Green Triangle 
Timber Industry Awards 
POSTPONED – Barn 
Palais, Mount Gambier, 
SA, Australia. Nominations 
open 1 June 2020 and close 

14 August 2020. For more 
information visit:  
www.gttia.com/

MARCH 2021
17-19: Doing Timber 
Business in Queensland – 
Hotel Marriott and Howard 
Smith Wharves, Brisbane, 
QLD, Australia. State 
conference, workshops, 
innovation tour and gala 
dinner organised by Timber 
Queensland. Visit www.
doingtimberbusinessinqld.com

MAY
13-14: Quebec Forest Industry 
Council 2018 Convention – Quebec 
City, Canada. Covering the interests of 
softwood and hardwood sawing, peeling, 
pulp, paper, cardboard and panels and 
manufacturers of engineered wood 
products. For additional information visit 
www.cifq.qc.ca

19-20: FastMarkets – RISI-DANA 7th 
annual Forest Investment Conference 
– POSTPONED. Visit www.risiinfo.com/
events/ for update.

SEPTEMBER
27-30: Council on Forest Engineering 
Annual Meeting – POSTPONED. Visit 
www.cofe.org for update.

OCTOBER
21-23: Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
(SFI) Annual Conference – Vancouver, 
BC, Canada. The 2020 SFI Annual 
Conference will be focused on how 

forests can make a difference when it 
comes to so many of the most important 
sustainability challenges faced in the 
forest sector and communities.  
For additional information see: 
sficonference.org

NOVEMBER
1-5: 3rd DANA African Forest Industry 
Investment Conference and field 
trip – Durban, South Africa. Planning 
under way. Two day optional field trip 
(November 19-20). Register interest with 
Julie Bell admin@dana.co.nz

DECEMBER
7-9: International Forest Business 
Conference and Tour – Sopot, Poland. 
A two-day conference on megatrends 
that shape forest and wood industry 
sectors. The event will highlight 
the transformation of forest-related 
businesses towards a low-carbon 
bioeconomy, discuss tensions between 
sustainability and cost competitiveness, 

and call attention to new green 
innovations. Field trip on December 7 
to IKEA and Egger mills. The event will 
welcome institutional investors from 
across the globe to discuss investment 
opportunities in timber to diversify their 
portfolios and achieve healthy returns. 
Register at www.fba-events.com or 
contact karolina@forest-analytics.com

JANUARY 2021
11-14 : World Conference on Timber 
Engineering (WCTE Santiago 
2020) – Santiago, Chile. Topics 
include Sustainable Forests for timber 
production; wood products, connections: 
timber engineering’ timber architecture; 
building and environmental impacts; 
policies, education and future trends.  
For further information see:  
www.wcte2020.com/

• Please send any events listings 
to John Halkett via email: johnh@
timberandforestryenews.com

EVENTS LISTS MAY HAVE BEEN, OR ARE LIKELY TO BE CANCELLED OR POSTPONED 
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS TRAVEL, SOCIAL DISTANCING AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. 
PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVENT WEBSITES.

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
http://www.colabprefabnz.com
http://www.colabprefabnz.com
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2020gisborne/
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2020gisborne/
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
http://www.timberdesignawards.com.au
http://www.timberdesignawards.com.au
http://www.gttia.com/
http://www.doingtimberbusinessinqld.com
http://www.doingtimberbusinessinqld.com
http://www.cifq.qc.ca
http://www.risiinfo.com/events/
http://www.risiinfo.com/events/
http://www.cofe.org
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
http://www.fba-events.com
mailto:karolina@forest-analytics.com
http://www.wcte2020.com/
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
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EVENTS 2021

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Member Member

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Member

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

Small (ie business card, comp slips etc)

Medium (large stationary items etc)

Large 

Always purchase  appropriately
certi�ed improted timber products

Some standards enforced 
in Australia orginate from 

international certifying bodies

Think Global (not just Local)

AUSTimber … the show must go on
UNPRECEDENTED became 
part of January conversations 
as timber communities across 
Australia experienced a 
devastating bushfire season. 

“Now, a mere three months 
later as many communities 
and businesses are still in 
bushfire recovery mode, 
all of us are expanding our 
vocabulary to include social 
distancing and self-isolation as 
we experience the impacts of 
a global pandemic,” Australian 
Forest Contractors Association 
general manager Stacey 
Gardiner said

“Given the uncertainty 
around ongoing restrictions 
both now and over the next 
12 months or more, including 
travel within Australia and 
internationally, we have 
made the difficult decision to 
reschedule AUSTimber2020 
until 2021.”

“We want to ensure the 
show has every opportunity 
to be a great success and that 
means giving our supporters, 
exhibitors and partners 
the space now to focus on 
managing their way through 
these unprecedented events 
and time to recover.” 

Deciding upon which dates 
to host AUSTimber required 
careful consideration of the 
impact on commitments 
already in place for the show.

“We have 
consulted 
with all of our 
supporters, 
exhibitors 
and partners 
to identify 
a suitable 
date that has 
support and it 
was clear from 
this feedback 
that later in 

2021 was preferred,” Ms 
Gardiner said.

AUSTimber is owned by 
AFCA, a non-profit, member 
organisation run by a volunteer 
board of directors, and 
they remain committed to 
delivering the show.

Event coordinator Dionne 
Olsen said AUSTimber was 
the largest timber industry 
show in the southern 
hemisphere.

“Even though we have 
already commenced planning 
to facilitate a seamless 
transition to the future show 
in November 2021, we are 
dealing with the compounding 
financial impacts of now twice 
having to reschedule.” 

Ms Olden added: “But 
the show must go on, and 
we thank our supporters, 
exhibitors and partners for 
their positive and proactive 
response to the decision to 
reschedule.

“We want to assure 
everyone that tickets already 
purchased will be honoured 
and the program remains 
unchanged for the new dates.

“Everyone’s continued 
commitment means our 
communities will still have 
the opportunity to benefit in 
November 2021.”

Stacey Gardiner… every 
opportunity for success. 

Dionne Olsen… great 
support from industry. 

Prefab industry set to help with quick
rebuild after summer bushfire damage

http://www.atif.asn.au
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TIMBER PREFABRICATION

WHAT A WEEK FOR WOOD!

1300 727 520           WWW.ONETRAK.COM.AU www.tigercat.com

CONFIDENCE BY DESIGN.

THE MOST FUEL EFFICIENT SKIDDER EVER BUILT.

Tigercat is setting new productivity standards for timber extraction with the 632E skidder – 

the most powerful, fuel efficient and productive four-wheel skidder Tigercat has ever built.

Equipped with the largest grapple, a higher capacity Tigercat rear axle, stronger driveline 

components and an improved hydraulic system, the 632E boosts productivity and 

performance to new heights.

Contact Onetrak today to learn more about the Tigercat 632E skidder. 

6 3 2 E  S K I D D E R

http://www.tigercat.com
http://www.onetrak.com.au
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FAST-TRACKING a pipeline 
of long-term projects and 
financial incentives are 
set to be investigated 
in Victoria after the 
government announced 
a new taskforce aimed 
at keeping the industry 
moving.

Set to be co-chaired by 
former Property Council 
(Vic) president and Lendlease 
executive Roger Teale, 
Victorian Planning Authority 
chair Jude Munro and 
Victorian Public Service CEO 
Stan Krpan, the taskforce 
will investigate planning and 
investment opportunities to 
boost the state’s building 
and development industry 
over the short, medium and 
longer term.

Set to run for three 
months, the Taskforce will:

• Provide real-time advice 
to government on issues 
which impact the industry

• Work with industry and 
unions to review existing 
major projects to ensure that 
worker safety during building 
and infrastructure delivery.

• Oversee a fast-tracking 

of planning approvals, using 
ministerial powers, where 
decision have been delayed 
due to coronavirus impacts

• Provide advice on a 
pipeline of building and 
development projects over 
the longer term.

• Advise on financial 
incentives and other current 
revenue measures – such 
as land tax, developer 
contributions, fees and rates 
– and make recommendation 
to help businesses to survive 
and fast-track investment.

The Taskforce will 
receive advice from three 
industry working groups 
and be guided by a steering 
committee involving 
representatives from 
industry peak bodies and 
unions.

The announcement comes 
as Planning Minister Richard 
Wynn approves four new 
projects in inner Melbourne 
worth more than $1.5 billion.

A national survey 
conducted by the Master 
Builders Australia found 
that more than half of its 
members were grappling 
with delays on work as a 
result of the virus while 70% 
expected to absorb additional 
costs associated with project 
delays as a result of the 
virus.

“This taskforce will 
help ensure the building 

and development 
industry is a driving 
force for Victoria’s 
economy through 
this pandemic and 
beyond,” Richard 
Wynn said.

“It will help deliver 
existing projects 
more efficiently and 

assist new projects to get off 
the ground faster.”

Building industry groups 
have welcomed the move.

But another potential 
challenge for the sector 
amid the repercussions of 
COVID-19 is the risk to global 
supply chains, with a large 
amount of building materials 
sourced from China.

However, global financial 
group Macquarie says that 
risk is somewhat diminished 
as China slowly ramps up 
production and as a result 
“the headwinds here may 
not be as severe as what 
they could have been”.

Also, the use of sub-
contractors would also aid in 
limiting the impacts.

Providing solutions to enhance the performance of your 
Engineered Wood Products.
LVL, plywood and CLT are an essential component of the modern construction 
industry, Lonza offer a range of solutions to protect engineered wood products. 

✓ Veneer pre-treatments
✓ Glue line additives
✓ Finished product protection

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©2017 Lonza

Looking to enhance your 
engineered wood products? 

Contact Lonza. 

    +61 3 9339 8915      
    tanalised.au@lonza.com  

NEW ZEALAND   
    +64 9 276 3646      +64 6 755 9324      

    scott.connor@lonza.com      tanalised.nz@lonza.com  

    AUSTRALIA      NEW PLYMOUTH

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY NEWS

FOCUS ON
PLANNING AND
INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY

Task force aims to clear pipelines and
fast-track building projects in Victoria

Richard Wynn Roger Teale Jude Munro Stan Krpan 

mailto:tanalised.au@lonza.com
mailto:scott.connor@lonza.com
mailto:tanalised.nz@lonza.com
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BUSHFIRE ROYAL COMMISSION

HIGH LEVEL
OF UNIQUE,
IMPORTANT
SKILLS
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UTimber products sector

critically important in
fire protection policies
FUTURE national and 
state land and bushfire 
management policies 
need to clearly recognise 
the critical importance of 
the plantation and native 
hardwood timber production 
sectors as part of the overall 
solution in preventing 
wildfires like those of the 
black summer episode, says 
Wood Products Victoria.

The WPV submission to 
the Royal Commission into 
National Natural Disaster 
Arrangements focuses 
strongly on the undeniable 
fact that the sectors provide 
a crucial role in:

• Maintaining an efficient 
and cost-effective ground-
based fire-fighting capability.

• Providing local 
knowledgeable and 
experienced industry 
employees for bushfire 
mitigation and response 
activities.

• Providing regional forest 
and wood product industry 
worker jobs, regional 
community employment and 
a local valuable renewable 
and sustainable wood 
product supply to meet 
consumer demand.

WPV spokesperson Dr 
Alastair Woodard said the 
timber production sector 
had a significant collective 
level of unique and 
important skills, expertise 

and knowledge within 
its human resources; the 
equipment (trucks, dozers, 
etc) that it utilised provided 
a substantial mechanised 
resource that could 
rapidly assist in first attack 
responses when fires start.

“These skills are called 
upon by state governments 
around Australia during 
bushfire events,” Dr Woodard 
said.

He pointed to the 
enormous contribution that 
forest industry workers 
play in fire mitigation and 
suppression, as well as post-
fire clean-up – particularly 
‘dangerous damaged tree 
removal’ which is high-risk 
and requires highly skilled 
tree-fellers to undertake this 
work safely.

“This fact though seems 
to be less appreciated by 
the public, and clearly some 
state governments,” Dr 
Woodard said. 

He says the recent closure 
announcements in the native 
forest sector in Victoria 

Alastair Woodard… there’s a  
failure to recognise the valuable 
role of native forest industry.

Cont P 12

http://www.hyne.com.au
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certainly illustrates that the 
Andrews government does 
not understand, or fails to 
recognise and appreciate, 
the valuable role the native 
forest timber industry plays 
as a major contributor to 
the state’s capability to fight 
forest fires.

“The government’s 
proposed planned closure of 
native forests for production 
will not only take away from 
its own people access to 
the exquisite renewable 
sustainable, certified and 
locally produced hardwood 
products, it will also reduce 
further the number of 
uniquely experienced and 
highly skilled workers who 
could assist in both regular 
fire management activities 
and bushfire response in 
the future, acting to protect 
Victoria’s natural public 
assets and its regional 
communities.”

WPV submissions and 
recommendations include:

• Buildings in bushfire 
prone areas be designed in 
accordance with, and built 
in compliance with, the 
requirements of AS3959 
Construction of buildings 
in bushfire-prone areas. 
For buildings constructed 
in accordance with AS 
3959, there is no restriction 
on what structural timber 
products can be used for 

house framing or for internal 
joinery applications.

• Active, broadscale, 
holistic land management 
practices must be 
implemented. The forest 
‘conservation-era’ principle 

of ‘lock it all up and leave it’ 
has now clearly exposed the 
divesting negative outcomes 
and impacts on Australian 
communities and wildlife in 
bushfire events.

• Nationally coordinated 
and state delivered bushfire 
policy and program 
needs to be introduced 
utilising a sustained 
and ongoing ‘whole of 
landscape’ approach to land 
management that recognises 
and acts to mitigate the 
increasing impacts of climate 
change.

• Increased expenditure 
and commitment is 
provided to off-fire season 
‘preparation’ activities to 
assist in mitigating wildfires 
(including hazard reduction 
and road and track fire 
access maintenance) and 
a more equitable funding 
balance found with in-season 
emergency response ‘fire 
suppression’ activities to 
wildfires.

BUSHFIRE ROYAL COMMISSION

Is the NZ forest sector internationally competitive?

2020 Asia Pacific  
Wood Chip Trade Review
DANA Publishing

2020 Asia Pacific WoodChip Trade Review
DANA Publishing

AVAILABLE NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

This new 185 page review is now available. Includes 14 chapters as follows:

•	 STOP	PRESS
•	 Introduction
•	 Markets	–	Japan
•	 Markets	–	Mainland	China
•	 Markets	–	Other	Asia
•	 Markets	–	Asia	Europe	Biomass
•	 Supply	–	North	America
•	 Supply	–	Latin	America	

•	Supply	–	Oceania
•	Supply	–	Asia	
•	Supply	–	Africa
•	Woodchip	Supply	to	Europe
•	Seaborne	Woodchip	Transportation
•	Conclusions	and	Predictions
•	Contacts	Registry

TO ORDER   CLICK HERE   OR CONTACT JULIE BELL   admin@dana.co.nz   

Forest workers make enormous contribution to fire mitigation and 
suppression.

INDUSTRY
PLAYS VITAL
ROLE IN FIRE
MITIGATION

From P 11
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TIMBER Queensland has 
backed calls by the building 
sector for targeted economic 
stimulus to avert a looming 
cliff in future building activity 
as the pipeline of existing 
projects starts to dry up.

CEO Mick Stephens said 
recent industry surveys 
had warned of a dangerous 
decline in building activity that 
would affect up to 240,000 
of the state’s workers in the 
construction sector.

“These concerns have been 
laid bare by Master Builders 
Australia which found that 
73% of members had already 
reported a substantial fall 

of 40% in forward work. 
Similarly, the Australian Forest 
Products Association has 
predicted a 50% reduction in 
sawn timber demand across 
Australian sawmills in the next 
six months as forward orders 
decline,” Mr Stephens said.

“Given that timber 
and wood products are a 
major input into the state’s 
construction sector, any fall in 
building demand will cascade 
down through the supply 
chain to the 25,000 direct and 
indirect workers supported 
by the Queensland timber 
industry,” he said.

“We are echoing calls from 
Master Builders Queensland 
for well-targeted stimulus as 
it warns the industry faces 
thousands of job losses as 
builders and tradies are set to 
run out of new work if nothing 
is done.”

Timber Queensland says the 
current economic uncertainty 
is clearly affecting consumer 
and building confidence in 
new investment. It is therefore 
crucial that the Queensland 
government acts now to boost 
future building work, subject 
to adequate health and safety 
protocols.

A range of measures the 
government can introduce to 
help shore up activity over the 
next few months include:

• Incentives to assist with 
new building projects (e.g. 
new home owner and investor 
grant schemes) and measures 

to boost the household 
renovation sector.

• Streamlining red tape and 
delaying non-critical regulation.

• Increasing state 
government capital 
expenditure on public buildings 
and housing projects.

Mr Stephens said as part 
of any building stimulus 
program, priority should be 
given to local suppliers and 
manufacturers of construction 
materials for public works, in 
order to maximise the impacts 
of the stimulus measures on 
the Queensland economy and 
local jobs.

“We are not asking for a 
hand-out from government, 
but rather a hand-up, to 
keep the construction sector 
operating and sustain these 
essential jobs during the 
COVID-19 situation,” Mr 
Stephens said.

CONSTRUCTION AND THE ECONOMY

AFFECTING
CONFIDENCE
IN NEW
INVESTMENT

Timber industry building stimulus call

ONLINE 
ADVERTISING
IS HERE!
Advertise jobs, buy/sell your products  
and services ONLINE, with the new 
timber and forestry website.
With just a few clicks, your  
business will be seen on the  
industry’s #1 WEBSITE.  

Visit timberandforestryenews.com/ 
advertising to find out more or email  
advertising@timberandforestryenews.com

• Jobs board
•  New/used  
equipment and  
machinery for sale

•  Other products/ 
services

Mick  
Stephens… 
government 
must act now 
to boost  
future  
building 
work.

mailto:advertising@timberandforestryenews.com
https://www.timberandforestryenews.com/advertising/
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STATE business enterprise 
Sustainable Timber Tasmania 
is trialling the use of remote 
sensing technology to 
improve wedge-tailed eagle 
management options for 
the forestry and electricity 
network industries.

With a total adult population 
estimated to be much less 
than 1000 and with existential 
threats to existence including 
loss of nesting habitat, nest 
disturbance and collisions, 
the eagle is listed as an 
endangered species.

The Tasmanian wedge-tailed 
eagle (Aquila audax fleayi) 
occurs only in Tasmania, 
distinguished by its size as 
Australia's largest bird of 
prey inhabiting a wide range 
of habitats from the coast to 
highland areas.

Discussing ‘Project Eagle 
Eye’, Dr Dean Williams, a 
Sustainable Timber Tasmania 
research affiliate for the 
University of Tasmania’s 
ARC Centre for Forest Value, 
spoke of the importance of 
using a wireless industrial 
internet system to monitor 
bird activity and establish an 
information ecosystem across 
the Tasmanian landscape.

“We are now using the 
latest sensor technology 
along with long-range wide-
area networks to monitor 
eagle nest activity during the 
breeding season,” Dr Williams 
said.

The eagle’s breeding 
season runs from April until 

September and can be highly 
disruptive to Sustainable 
Timber Tasmania’s harvesting 
operations.

As it stands, STA monitors 
nest activity during breeding 
season with a highly 
experienced observer flying 
low over the forest in a 
helicopter, close enough 
to the nests to see if they 
are active. The observer 
then prepares and submits 
a written report to the land 
manager to make operation 
decisions.

“Through Eagle Eye, we 
hope to sow the seed for a 
digital forest, providing land 
managers with the capacity 
to monitor nest activity in real 
time, working in collaboration 
with a variety of stakeholders 
to preserve this treasured 
species for many generations 
to come,” Dr Williams said. 

Sustainable Timber 

manages about 800,000 ha 
of public production forest 
(permanent timber production 
zone land) and handles the 
production and sale of forest 
products, making available 
annually at least 137,000 cub 
m of high quality eucalypt 
sawlogs and veneer logs.

With the support of 
major forest managers, the 
Tasmanian forest industry 
regulator (FPA), the Tasmanian 
Department of Primary 
Industries, Water and 
Environment and Tasmania’s 
major electricity network 
manager, Sustainable Timber 
Tasmania, with the support 
of industry partners, has 
installed sensors on seven 
nest trees and video cameras 
in six of them.

“This project clearly is an 
example of collaboration 
in action; so far we have 
captured eagle activity in five 

of these nests,” 
Dr Williams 
said.

“There are 
nearly 10 times 
more nests 
then there 
are breeding 
pairs. However, 
only around 
80 to 120 of 
these nests 
are used for 
each breeding 
season.”

A member 

of Responsible Wood, 
Sustainable Timber Tasmania 
has a dedicated team focused 
on managing the biodiversity 
of forests.

Endorsed by PEFC 
internationally, Responsible 
Wood is the Australian 
standard for sustainable 
forest management 
demonstrating through 
third-party certification that 
forests meet social and 
environmental benchmarks.

And for Sustainable Timber 
Tasmania – and Responsible 
Wood – the preservation of 
Tasmania’s wedged-tailed 
eagle nesting habitat is an 
important part of sustainable 
forest activities.

FORESTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

SOWING SEED 
FOR A DIGITAL
FOREST

Government must fully understand
forest plan for industry-led recovery

Sustainable Timber Tasmania keeps an
‘eagle eye’ on forest management aims
Remote sensors monitor endangered species across a wide area

1

1/   Treasured species… the Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagle
Photo: Sustainable Timber Tasmania
2/   Dr Dean Williams… monitoring nest activity in real time.
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THERE’S nothing funny about 
COVID-19, even though the 
‘funny bone’ shake has now 
replaced the handshake in 
these AVOID-20 months of 
isolation.

Collecting Hyundai’s low-
slung sports JS Velostar 
coupe, we were confronted 
by a big guy in yellow plastic 
overalls and gloves whose 
low-slung ‘'Wuhan shake', 
or elbow bump, could, if you 
weren’t careful, easily put a 
deep hole in your chest cavity.

The funny bone isn’t actually 
a bone at all; it’s the ‘ulnar 
nerve’, the largest unprotected 
nerve in the human body 
running down the inside of 
your elbow that connects to 
your fourth and fifth fingers, 
so injury is common. Now you 
know.

The pearly white JS Veloster 
was thoroughly disinfected 
and emitted an aroma not 
unlike liquidised Solvol 
(‘wash your hands Geoffrey”, 
remember?). They use an 
electrostatic sprayer that 
kills everything, including the 
virus. Truly, guys, this was 
most appreciated while this 
infectious virus is in top gear.

Knowing he was ‘legal’ 
to travel any distance as 
a motoring writer, Orson 

decided to head for Binna 
Burra, a mountain lodge on 
the Lamington Plateau, 75 km 
south of Brisbane, when going 
“just for a drive” could cost 
an on-the-spot fine of up to 
$1652.

The iconic lodge, opened in 
1933, was totally destroyed 
by a bushfire in September. 
The re-build project in timber 
is nothing short of miraculous 
and Binna Burra director Steve 
Noakes told us it would soon 
re-open.

The name Binna Burra is 
an Aboriginal word meaning 
"where the beech tree grows," 
referring to a stand of ancient 
Antarctic beech (Nothofagus 
moorei) growing in the nearby 
rainforest.

The sporty three-door 

Velostar will appeal to the 
millennials, or as Hyundai 
suggests, young career-
advancing women.

The Veloster has a unique 
door combination – one on the 
driver side and two kerb side, 
the rear almost invisible with 
a handle set into the window 
frame making it easier for 
passengers to hop in and out.

While there is no diesel 
Velostar, an Atkinson-cycle 2 
litre petrol engine makes 110 
kW and 180N m, responding 
very quickly to the pedal when 
shifting lanes.

There’s $3500 between 
the turbo and turbo premium, 
which has a leather interior, 
heated and ventilated front 
seats, heated steering 
wheel, electric driver’s seat 

adjustment, heads-up display, 
rain-sensing wipers, wireless 
charging, and electro-
chromatic rear-view mirror the 
major differences.

Both variants have plenty 
of safety tech, including 
rear-view camera, driver 
attention warning, forward 
collision avoidance assist and 
lane-keeping assist, plus an 
infotainment system with 7 
in. touch display that supports 
Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto, as well as Bluetooth 
phone connectivity.

The boot isn’t big, but it's 
reasonably deep and gives 303 
litres of storage space if you 
sacrifice the second row by 
folding down the backrests.

At an attractive $31,790 
(plus on-road costs), it comes 
with 18-in. alloy wheels, a 
conventional key start and 
handbrake, manual seat 
adjustments and an analog 
instrument cluster with 3.5-in.
LCD trip display in the middle.

The Veloster carries a 50-litre 
fuel tank and a claimed fuel 
usage of 7.1L/100 km.

Add the five-year unlimited 
warranty, lifetime service plan 
and up to 10 years roadside 
assist and it’s bingo for the 
sports-minded young female 
business exec.

ON THE ROAD WITH ORSON WHIELS
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