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SERIOUS concerns about 
the future of native forest 
management in New 
South Wales, including fire 
suppression and community 
engagement, should the 
NSW government decide 
to sell off a long-term lease 
to the state’s softwood 
plantation resource, were 
expressed at a special ‘state-
of-the nation’ review in 
Sydney last week.

The plantations are the 
majority component of the 
NSW Forestry Corporation’s 
business.

Corporation staff at the 
conference were unable 
to answer questions about 
possible future management 
arrangements for native 
forests, including the 
renewal of current long-term 

log supply contracts that 
are nearing their completion 
date.

However, they presented 
a detailed overview of the 
current serious firefighting 

situation on the North Coast, 
forest management issues, 
future log supply allocation 
options and marketing, 
and community outreach 
initiatives.

The annual review, 

principally for NSW 
hardwood sawmillers 
and related industry 
participants, was part of a 
two-day industry event that 
embraced the annual general 
meeting of Timber NSW.

The second day of the 
conference included an 
address by NSW Labor’s 
Shadow Minister on Natural 
Resources Paul Scully, 

presentations 
by Ric Sinclair, 
managing 
director, Forest 
and Wood 
Products 
Australia, on 
the Ultimate 
Renewable 
campaign, 
and Tim 
Cleary from 
ForestWorks 

on industry training.

An address by Dr Bradley 
Law, principal research 
scientist at the forest 
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LABOR
OPPOSES
LONG-TERM
LEASE SALE

Management, log supply fears if state sells softwood plantations

NSW industry think tank expresses
concerns on future of native forests
JOHN HALKETT

Cont P 4
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1/   Catching up at the Sydney 
industry gathering…Martin Grealy, 
senior marketing manager,  
Forestry Corporation of NSW, Marie 
McCaskill, chief executive, Timber 
NSW, and Ian Sedger, director,  
Pentarch Forestry.
2/   Passing the red gum baton are 
retiring Timber NSW board  
member Paul Madden OAM,  
director, Arbuthnot Sawmilling, and 
newly-appointed board  
member Todd Gellently, managing 
director, Gelletly Red Gum. 2
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AN Australian forest 
industries delegation to Japan 
accompanying the Assistant 
Minister for Forestry Jonathan 
Duniam will build a stronger 
relationship and help expand 
the market for high-quality 
forest products, Australian 
Forest Products Association 
CEO Ross Hampton said.

The delegation was in 
Japan on October 27 and 28, 
which included a reception 
on Sunday with Senator 
Duniam, Australian forestry 
leaders, and senior figures 
from Japan’s paper industries, 
which represent one of 
Australia’s key export markets 
in sustainable forest products. 

“Our industry sees real 
benefit in building stronger 
ties with Japan because a 
strong export market for our 
forest products industries 
complements the domestic 
manufacturing sector to 
create more local jobs 
and greater investment 
in our regional and rural 
communities,” Mr Hampton 
said. 

“Australia exports more 
than two million tonnes 
of hardwood woodchips 
to Japan annually, and a 
further 500,000 in softwood 

woodchips, worth around half 
a billion dollars.

“Japan’s growing bioenergy 
market presents significant 
opportunities for our industry 
and it is a market we would 
like to develop further.

“It is fantastic that Senator 
Duniam has been able to 
lead the delegation, given he 
is such a strong supporter 
of our sustainable forest 
industries and recognises its 
importance to many hundreds 
of communities right across 
Australia.”

Australia has 132 million 
ha of native or natural forest. 
Of that, less than 0.06% 
is harvested each year and 
always regenerated ensuring 

an industry so sustainable it 
can continue indefinitely.

Currently there are two 
million hectares of hardwood 
and softwood plantations and 
with the federal government’s 
support the forest industry 

is working on growing that 
estate by a further one billion 
trees in the next decade to 
ensure that Australia has the 
forest resource to meet the 
growing domestic and export 
demand for home-grown 
quality forest products.

NEWS EXPORT MARKETS

(02) 6285 3833 

enquiries@ausfpa.com.au 

www.ausfpa.com.au

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

Japan mission builds stronger ties
to grow exports of forest products

1/   Hands across the water … Tsunehiro Ogawa, president, Japan Paper Association, welcomes Assistant  
Minister for Forestry Senator Jonathan Duniam (left), and AFPA CEO Ross Hampton during the Australian 
forest industries visit to Tokyo.
2/   Enjoying the reception in Japan… Simon Dorries, CEO, Responsible Wood, Dennis Neilson, director, DANA 
Ltd, New Zealand, and Senator Johnathan Duniam.

1 2

Australian industry delegation to Japan… Victor Violante, senior policy 
manager, AFPA, Stefan Jensen, policy standards manager, FSC Australia, 
Ross Hampton, CEO, AFPA, Senator Jonathan Duniam, Malcolm  
McComb, chair, Pentarch Group and director, Allied Natural Wood 
Exports, Simon Dorries, CEO, Responsible Wood, and Doug Massey, 
general manager, Plantation Export Group.

mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
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science centre, NSW DPI, 
focused on ecologically 
sustainable forest 
management practices, 
which include studies 
of the impact of forest 
disturbances (logging, fire), 
the effectiveness of forest 
management prescriptions 
and the ecology of 
threatened species, 
including koala tracking, plus 
the biodiversity benefits.

Chief executive of 
Pentarch Forestry Paul 
Heiner updated participants 
on the current woodchip 
situation in China and the 
likely future direction of this 
market.

In a thoughtful 
presentation, Paul Scully 
made it clear that the Labor 
Opposition did not support 
the sale of a long-term lease 
over the softwood plantation 
estate managed by the 

Forestry Corporation.

Mr Scully also confirmed 
that all the forestry-related 
policies that the Labor 
Party took to the last NSW 
election were up for review, 
and that included the 
‘Great Northern Koala Park’ 
concept. He noted that he 
was aware that the major 
unions in the forest industry 
were opposed to the park 
idea.

Northern NSW sawmiller 
and wood processor Kyogle-
based Andrew Hurford, 
managing director of 
the Hurford Group, was 
reconfirmed as chairman 
of Timber NSW at the 
AGM. Paul Madden, OAM, 
a director of Arbuthnot 
Sawmills, retired from the 
board and was replaced 
by fellow redgum industry 
figure Todd Gelletly, 
managing director of Gelletly 
Red Gum at Barham, NSW.

NEWS STATE-OF-NATION REVIEW

TABMA Training (previously FITEC - RTO 5343) off ers a 
full range of nationally recognised forest and timber industry 

qualifi cations ranging from forest operations, sawmilling, 
frame and truss design and manufacture, 

to timber merchandising, and business sales.
PLUS our dynamic short courses are designed to achieve 

bo� om line results for your business!
Short courses include forkli�  training, chainsaw training, 

how to deal with customers in person and on the telephone, 
performance management, timber knowledge, 

timber take off s, and visual stress grading. 
These short courses can be conducted at your premises 

(5+) or in a group at our facilities. 

TABMA Training ...
providing innovative training solutions

Contact us now for 
further information.

1300 693 483
www.tabmatraining.edu.au

Gathering in Sydney for NSW industry think tank

1/   Comparing notes… Paul 
Heubner, chief executive, Pentarch 
Forestry, and Daniel Tuan,  
recently-appointed general  
manager, hardwoods, Forestry 
Corporation of NSW.
2/   Discussing private property  
forest management… Jacquie  
Tracey, manager, Local Land 
Service, with NSW Labor Shadow 
Minister on Natural Resources  
Paul Scully.
3/   Hardwood industry stalwarts… 
Donna and Greg Evans from  
Hurford Hardwoods, Kempsey.
4/   Hardwood royalty … the  
Hurford clan Rob, Gaela, Lexie  
and Andrew.3

2 31

From P 2
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ORANISERS of the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics have unveiled 
a custom-built $188 million 
gymnastics venue inspired 
by Japanese architecture 
that uses wood brought from 
around the country.

The futuristic-looking Ariake 
Gymnastics Centre in central 
Tokyo uses 2300 cub m of 
wood and is intended to hark 
back to traditional building 
techniques that predated the 
use of modern materials.

The structure, unveiled 
this week, features a gently 
undulating roof, with external 
walls constructed from 
lengths of cedar wood.

Supporting rods allow 
the building to look from 
a distance as though it is 
suspended in the air.

Organisers said it was 
intended to look like "a 
wooden bowl, floating in the 
bay area".

The building, 
one of a handful 
custom-built 
for the Games, 
"symbolises 
Japan's wood 
culture and 
viewers can 
feel its simple 
beauty", the 
organisers said.

"We're using a lot of wood," 
venue general manager Koichi 
Fukui told reporters. "We 
can smell wood and feel the 
warmth of wood," he said.

Built at a cost of 20.5 billion 
yen, the venue features a 
domed ceiling constructed 
from Japanese larch with 

no steel 
framework 
and is among 
the largest of 
its kind in the 
world.

The venue can seat 12,000 
spectators on long benches 
(also wood) placed around 
the space.

The main Olympic stadium, 
designed by renowned 
Japanese architect Kengo 
Kuma, also heavily features 

the use of wood in a nod to 
traditional techniques.

The gymnastics venue is 
a temporary site, which is 
expected to be converted into 
an exhibition centre after the 
Games.

Organisers say they plan to 
repurpose some of the wood 
from the site, including the 
benches, in the exhibition 
centre and other sites 
including schools.

(AFP)

GLOBAL NEWS

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

You can be assured that wood carrying  
the Responsible Wood mark has come from  

certified Australian forests that are sustainably 
managed to the highest global standards.

Tokyo Olympics venue inspired
by traditional wood architecture
$188m structure ‘like a wooden bowl floating in the bay’

SYMBOLISES
JAPAN’S WOOD
CULTURE
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1/   The Ariake Gymnastic Centre in Tokyo… “we can 
smell wood and feel the warmth of wood.”
2/   Architect Kengo Kuma… a nod to traditional  
techniqes.

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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THE Netherlands could build 
a million new homes from 
sustainably-harvested local 
wood and save 100 megatons 
of carbon in the process, 
according to architect Marco 
Vermeulen.

The Dutch designer has 
calculated that the country’s 
140,000 ha of harvestable 
woodlands could provide 
enough timber for 22,000 
houses each year. 

“This means the country’s 
entire shortfall of a million 
homes could be met within 
45 years without using 
concrete or steel, which 
contribute to climate change,” 
says Vermeulen, who heads 
Rotterdam architecture firm 

Marco Vermeulen Studio.

“Building a new house 
averagely needs 50 cub m of 
wood,” he adds. “You could 
grow 60 houses every day in 
those 140,000 ha. That means 
you can harvest every year 
22,000 houses on Dutch soil – 
and it would take just 45 years 
to build the whole million 
houses.”

The timber would lock up 45 
megatons of carbon dioxide, 
but the total benefit would be 
100 megatons, since building 
out of concrete and steel 
would lead to emissions of 55 
megatons, Vermeulen argues.

The architect made the 
comments during a talk about 
circular architecture hosted by 
Dezeen at Dutch Design Week 
in Eindhoven last weekend 
which presented work and 
concepts from more than 
2600 designers to more than 
355,000 international visitors.

Switching to timber housing 
“could be an enormous motor, 
a catalyst for the bio-based 
economy and a chance for our 
climate”, the award-winning 
architect said.

Vermeulen specialises 
in timber architecture and 
for Dutch Design Week he 
designed Biobasecamp, a 
temporary wooden structure 
that housed an exhibition 
about building with trees.

He has designed Dutch 
Mountains, a proposed 
skyscraper development for 
Eindhoven made of CLT.

The panel discussion, 
moderated by Dezeen founder 
and editor-in-chief Marcus 
Fairs, also featured German 
architect Thomas Rau and 
Hester van Dijk, co-founder 
of Dutch design agency 
Overtreders W.

Earlier this year, the 
Vermeulen studio completed 
a timber bird-watching pavilion 
for the Scheelhoek Nature 
Reserve in the Netherlands, 
which can be dismantled 
and re-assembled in other 
locations.

Overtreders W applies the 
circular economy model to 
all of its projects. In 2017, 
the practice teamed up with 
Bureau SLA to develop the 
People’s Pavilion for Dutch 
Design Week. The main 
structure of the pavilion was 
made of borrowed timber.

The Netherlands has 
365,000 ha of forest. Of this, 
225,000 ha is protected, but 
the remainder is formerly 
productive woodland planted 
for the match and clock-
making industries.
(Dezeen architecture and design)

DUTCH DESIGN WEEK
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‘We could grow 60 houses every day 
from those 140,000 ha of woodlands’
A million new timber homes built could save 100 megatons of carbon

On the cover: Biobaecamp... a 
temporary wooden structure 
that housed an exhibition about 
building with trees at the  
Design Week in Eindhoven, The
Netherlands.

1/   Centre of attention... an exhibition about 
building with trees inspired architects and 
designers vising Design Week in Eindhoven, 
The Netherlands. 
2/   Marco Vermilion... "switching to timber 
housing could be an enormous motor, a  
catalyst for the bio-based economy and a 
chance for our climate."

1

2
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Web: www.holtec.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AUSTRALASIA

TCA has a clear view to the future

OCTOBER
31: Rural Press Club of 
Queensland: A conversation 
on the future of agriculture 
and activism – Brisbane 
Convention & Exhibition 
Centre, Cnr Merivale and 
Glenelg Streets, South 
Brisbane. Club members $125 
p.p. (gst inclusive) or $1200 
for table of 10. Non-members 
$135 p.p. (gst inclusive) 
or $1300 for table of 10. 
Speakers: David McNamee, 
Lemontree Feedlot and 
Rowan McMonnies, managing 
director, Australian Eggs, in 
conversation with ABC Radio's 
Craig Zonca. Wide relevance 
to Australia’s forest industry. 
In March 2017, the McNamee 
family made headlines 
when more than 100 animal 
activists illegally entered 
their feedlot near Millmerran. 
The flow-on effect has been 
unprecedented scrutiny of the 
interface between activism 
and primary production and 
a suite of proposed new 
measures to clamp down on 
unlawful entry to agricultural 
land. Contact: Rural Press Club 

on (07) 3221 9222 or email 
admin@ruralpressclub.com.au 

NOVEMBER
1: Green Triangle Timber 
Industry Awards 2019 – Mt 
Gambier, South Australia, 
Australia. The second GTTIA 
forestry awards for the region 
will recognise and celebrate 
outstanding foresters, 
companies, service providers 
and forest managers. 
Nominations open June 17 
and close August 30. Gala 
dinner November 1. Further 
information and sponsorship 
opportunities visit www.gttia.
com or contact Prue Younger 
+64 21 2765 484. Email: 
prue@publicimpressions.co.nz

15: Victorian Association 
of Forest Industries annual 
industry dinner – Melbourne 
Cricket Ground, Melbourne, 
Vic, Australia. Tickets 
available at www.vafi.org.au

19:Timber Queensland 
seminar: Glulam Timber: 
Long, Strong & Reliable. 
– Ballroom, Victoria Park 
Golf Club. Herston Road, 
Herston, Brisbane, Qld, 

Australia. 2.30-5.30 pm 
(includes afternoon tea and 
cocktail function). Engineering, 
architecture and certification 
experts present practical 
advice on using glulam to 
deliver cost effective\ and 
structurally sound projects. 
‘Must-attend’ event for 
developers and building and 
design professionals. Cost: 
free for TQ members and 
technical subscribers; non-
members $60. Register at: 
www.timberqueensland.com.
au/events

27-28: Hyne Timber and 
Xlam CLT and mill tour – 
Tumbarumba sawmill and 
plantation pine forestry 
operation. Conducted 
by Timber Development 
Association. Tour limited to 
approved building design 
professionals: architects, 
developers, engineers, 
certifiers, cost planners. 
Commences in Sydney. Coach 
from Albury visits XLam’s 
Wodonga CLT plant. Travel to 
Tumbarumba for overnight 
stay and dinner at Courabyra 
Wines. Morning visit to 

pine forestry operation then 
continue to Tumbarumba 
sawmill. Tour cost includes 
return flights Albury-Sydney 
accommodation on Monday 
night, breakfast, two 
lunches, dinner and luxury 
bus travel. Reduced rate 
where accommodation is not 
required. CPD certificates of 
attendance available for all 
professionals. Contact Mariela 
at TDA on 0420 232 253 or 
email info@tdansw.asn.au 

MARCH/APRIL 2020
30 MAR/4 APRIL: 
AusTimber 2020 – Traralgon, 
Vic, Australia. Largest 
timber industry show in 
Australasia with in-forest 
show demonstrates the 
latest developments in log 
harvesting, processing and 
hauling equipment in action 
and up close. Also field trips 
to industry sites, a wood chop 
competition and forwarder 
competition. For more  
information see: www.afca.
asn.au/www-austimber-org-au 

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
mailto:admin@ruralpressclub.com.au
http://www.gttia.com
http://www.gttia.com
mailto:prue@publicimpressions.co.nz
http://www.vafi.org.au
http://www.timberqueensland.com.au/events
http://www.timberqueensland.com.au/events
mailto:info@tdansw.asn.au
http://www.afca.asn.au/www-austimber-org-au
http://www.afca.asn.au/www-austimber-org-au
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS GLOBAL

NOVEMBER
5: Wood Solutions 
Conference – Vancouver 
Convention Centre, Canada 
Place (new location). 
Dedicated to design and 
construction with wood 
products and building 
systems, including mass 
timber.  Showcasing wood use 
in commercial, institutional, 
industrial and multi-unit 
residential construction 
through specifically designed 
seminar streams, featuring 
new and current topics and 
an interactive trade show.  
Keynote lunchtime speaker 
and an evening networking 
reception. Event tailored 
for architects, engineers, 
builders, contractors, building 
officials, technologists, 
planners and developers.  
More than 800 design and 
building professionals will 
gather to listen and learn; 
connect and collaborate. 
Time: 7 am. Registration I 
7:45 am-3:45 pm. Exhibit 
Hall open 8 am-4.45 pm. 
Seminars sessions 5-7 pm. 
Cost: $60. Evening reception 
$20. Inquiries1-877-929-9663 
(ext. 2). Updates on Twitter @
WoodWORKSBC_CWC

11-12: 8th International 
Conference on Biodiversity 
Conservation and 
Ecosystem Management – 
Tokyo, Japan. For further 
information see: www.
biodiversity.conferenceseries.
com/events-list/forestry 

11-15: PEFC Forest 
Certification Week 2019 – 
Würzburg, Germany. For 
further information see: www.
pefc.org/events-training/pefc-
forest-certification-week-2019

18-30: CLEM2019, IV Latin 
American Conference 
on Timber Structure – 
Montevideo, Uruguay, 
LATU, Latitud, the 
Architecture faculty of 
Universidad ORT Uruguay, 
and the Engineering faculty 
of UDELAR. For further 
information about the event 
see: www.clem2019.uy/  
or contact Stephany Arrejuria 

De Giuda:  
sarrejuria@latitud.org.uy

19-21: Malaysian Wood Expo 
2019 – Putra World Trade 
Centre, Kuala Lumpur. Email: 
info@malaysianwoodexpo.
com.my or visit www.
malaysianwoodexpo.com.my

20: Exploring pathways 
to verified sustainable 
tropical timber Conference 
– Berlin, Germany. The 
2019 European Sustainable 
Tropical Timber Coalition 
(STTC) Conference centred 
around the two themes of 
tropical timber promotion 
and verified sustainable 
forest management. Visit  
www.europeansttc.com/20-
november-2019-conference-
exploring-pathways-to-verified-
sustainable-tropical-timber/

DECEMBER
3-4: Climate change and 
new challenges in the 
production of high quality 
and well adapted forest 
reproductive material – 
Jastrebarsko, Croatia. A 
European Forestry Institute 
event in collaboration with 
the Croatian Forest Research 
Institute (CFRI) celebrates the 
60th anniversary of organised 
forest seed science in Croatia. 
The conference will provide 
a valuable contribution to 
the multidisciplinary look at 
seed science and connection 
of wide circle of scientists 
from the field of biotechnical 
sciences. For additional 
information see: www.efi.int/
events/climate-change-and-
new-challenges-production-
high-quality-and-well-adapted-
forest 

16-17: Forest Landscape 
Restoration and the Bonn 
Challenge in Eastern 
and South-East Europe – 
Belgrade, Serbia. Informing 
on the Bonn Challenge 
(launched in 2011 and 
extended by the 2014 New 
York Declaration on Forests, 
a global effort to bring 150 
million he of deforested and 
degraded land into restoration 
by 2020 and 350 million ha by 
2030), and to gather input for 

a study on forest landscape 
restoration.  
For further information see: 
www.unece.org/

MARCH 2020
16-17: Asia Pacific Woodchip 
and Biomass Trade – 
Radisson Blu Shanghai 
New World Hotel, China. 
Optional field trips: March 
18-19 to Yangtze Basin region; 
March 19-22 (including travel) 
to Suifenhe on the Russia-
China border in Heilongjiang 
province. Visit www.
danaevents.co.nz/2020china  
or contact Julie Bell admin@
dana.co.nz

APRIL 2020
3-5: FORESTlive, Forestry 
trade fair – Offenburg, 
Germany. Leading fair 
covering forestry technology, 
wood energy and biomass 
for decision makers in the 
forestry and agriculture, 
construction and municipal 
economy, timber crafts and 
energy industry. For further 
information contact: +49 
(0)781 922604 or  
www.messeoffenburg.de

MAY 2020
19-20: FastMarkets – RISI-
DANA 7th annual Forest 
Investment Conference – 
Convene Conference Centre, 
New York City. Register at  
www.events.risiinfo.com/
investment-conference/ or 
contact conferences@risi.com

26-27: Inaugural DANA 
Russia Forest Industry 
Sector Conference and field 
trip – Hilton Helsinki Strand 
Hotel in Helsinki, Finland.. 
DANA joins with respected 
Russian information company 
Whatwood. Post-conference 
visits to harvesting and 
wood processing equipment 
manufacturers who sell to 
Russia (and in fact to the rest 
of the world); and to mills 
using some of this equipment. 
Visit www.danaevents.
co.nz/2020russia  or contact 
Julie Bell admin@dana.co.nz

JUNE 2020
1-5: DANA Europe Spruce 

Damage Seminar and Tour – 
Hamburg, Germany. One-
day seminar in Hamburg on 
the impact of spruce forest 
damage on Germany, Austria, 
Czech Republic, Poland, 
Sweden, Italy. Website and full 
details available soon. Register 
interest with Dennis Neilson 
dana@dana.co.nz

AUGUST 2020
24-27 : World Conference 
on Timber Engineering 
(WCTE Santiago 2020) 
– Santiago, Chile. Topics 
include Sustainable Forests 
for timber production; wood 
products, connections: 
timber engineering’ timber 
architecture; building and 
environmental impacts; 
policies, education and future 
trends. For further information 
see: www.wcte2020.com/

SEPTEMBER 2020
1-3: DANA New Zealand 
Forest Industry Status and 
Outlook Conference and 
field trip – Gisbourne, NZ. 
One and half-day conference 
and one and half-day (optional) 
field grip. Emerald Hotel in 
Gisborne. Follows six previous 
successful events. Timed 
close to the NZ elections, 
the conference program is 
modelled around the pre-
election DANA conferences 
held in 2014 and 2017. Speaker 
panel includes NZ political 
party forestry spokespeople. 
Details on website (currently 
under construction and 
live for registrations 
shortly)  www.danaevents.
co.nz/2020gisborne or contact 
Julie Bell admin@dana.co.nz

NOVEMBER 2020
1-5: 3rd DANA African 
Forest Industry Investment 
Conference and field trip 
– Durban, South Africa. 
Planning under way. Two day 
optional field trip (November 
19-20). Register interest with 
Julie Bell admin@dana.co.nz

• Please send any events 
listings to John Halkett 
via email: johnh@
timberandforestryenews.com

http://www.biodiversity.conferenceseries.com/events-list/forestry
http://www.biodiversity.conferenceseries.com/events-list/forestry
http://www.biodiversity.conferenceseries.com/events-list/forestry
http://www.pefc.org/events-training/pefc-forest-certification-week-2019
http://www.pefc.org/events-training/pefc-forest-certification-week-2019
http://www.pefc.org/events-training/pefc-forest-certification-week-2019
http://www.clem2019.uy/
mailto:sarrejuria@latitud.org.uy
mailto:info@malaysianwoodexpo.com.my
mailto:info@malaysianwoodexpo.com.my
http://www.malaysianwoodexpo.com.my
http://www.malaysianwoodexpo.com.my
http://www.europeansttc.com/20-november-2019-conference-exploring-pathways-to-verified-sustainable-tropical-timber/
http://www.europeansttc.com/20-november-2019-conference-exploring-pathways-to-verified-sustainable-tropical-timber/
http://www.europeansttc.com/20-november-2019-conference-exploring-pathways-to-verified-sustainable-tropical-timber/
http://www.europeansttc.com/20-november-2019-conference-exploring-pathways-to-verified-sustainable-tropical-timber/
http://www.efi.int/events/climate-change-and-new-challenges-production-high-quality-and-well-adapted-forest
http://www.efi.int/events/climate-change-and-new-challenges-production-high-quality-and-well-adapted-forest
http://www.efi.int/events/climate-change-and-new-challenges-production-high-quality-and-well-adapted-forest
http://www.efi.int/events/climate-change-and-new-challenges-production-high-quality-and-well-adapted-forest
http://www.efi.int/events/climate-change-and-new-challenges-production-high-quality-and-well-adapted-forest
http://www.unece.org/
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2020china
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2020china
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
http://www.messeoffenburg.de
http://www.events.risiinfo.com/investment-conference/
http://www.events.risiinfo.com/investment-conference/
mailto:conferences@risi.com
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2020russia
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2020russia
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
mailto:dana@dana.co.nz
http://www.wcte2020.com/
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2020gisborne
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2020gisborne
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
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GLOBAL NEWS

WHAT A WEEK FOR WOOD!

•  Durability Class 1 above ground
•  GLTAA & PEFC certi� ed
•  Fire Rated to BAL 29
•  Environmentally friendly
•  Rich in colour
•  Flooring, decking, cladding, F27
•  GL18 Laminated Spotted Gum 

posts available in 90x90, 
115x115 and 140x140

Spotted Gum timber products making sense in 
Australia’s harsh environment using ...

Simmonds Australian 
hardwoods for posts, 
decks and cladding.

GERMAN forests owners are 
like possums in the headlights 
– they don't know what to do.

Of a 65 million cub m 
total harvest of spruce in 
Germany in 2018, 39 million 
cub m is dead or dying from 
the massive swarms of the 
voracious European spruce 
bark beetle (Ips typographus). 
That amount will be 
considerably higher by the end 
of this year.

Harvesting damaged 
wood has stopped for most 
of Germany; the focus is 
on harvesting healthy trees 
before they die and to feed 
their mills with fresh green 
logs.

Meanwhile, there are 
reports that spruce-damaged 
logs are being shipped to 
Germany from Sweden!

Industry observers 
suggest say the 
Germany forest 
industry might start 
cutting dead logs again 
in February-March next 
year.

Beech was the great 
white hope to replace 
spruce but it too is 
dying, with diplodia 
fungus helping it keel over, 
the result of years of high 
temperatures in Germany – 42 
deg. last summer (never heard 
of) and multi-year droughts.

The total spruce inventory 
in Germany is 1 billion cub m; 
the damaged harvest 2017-
2019 is 108 million cub m,  
or 11%.

Angela Merkel’s government 
has promised more than half 
a billion euros to revitalise 

the country’s crisis-hit forests 
in the fight against climate 
change.

In the face of the numerous 
challenges, Germany’s federal 
government has announced 
making available €547 million 
over the next four years 
to remove dead trees and 
plant new ones, with state 
contributions boosting the 
emergency fund to €800 
million. 

A really bad aftermath of the 

feasting beetles are the dead 
branches. When they rot they 
fall and kill many Hansels and 
Gretals going for a forest walk.

The European bark beetle 
has the ability to spread 
quickly over large areas. Some 
scientists hypothesise that 
long-distance movements 
originating from the 
Iberian Peninsula may have 
contributed to their invasion 
of northern Norwegian and 
German forests.

Flying over dead spruce 
forests is a stunning sight – 
watching small pockets of 
green trees being munched 
to death in real time. Like 
watching a lawn being 
mowed.
• Dennis Neilson was in London 
ahead of the DANA industry trade 
tour to the Kyushu and Honshu 
islands in Japan last week.

Forest feeding frenzy… the European bark 
bettle does its worst.

Bark beetle frenzy ravages German forests
DENNIS NEILSON

http://www.simmondslumber.com.au
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THE opportunity to vote for 
the popular People’s Choice 
was given to all visitors to 
the Austrlian Timber Design 
Awards website from July to 
September.

All entries were displayed 
on the site and each visitor 
was allowed the opportunity 
to make one selection only 
of their preferred project. 
There were many votes 
cast before the voting 
system was locked down 
and the winner found – 25 
King Street, entered by 
Bates Smart, Aurecon and 
LendLease DesignMake.

25 King is a 10-storey 
timber commercial building 
in Brisbane with the largest 
floorplate in Australia. The 
building showcases leading 
timber engineering and 
an honest expression of 
materials that differentiate 
it from typical concrete 
and steel mid-scale office 
developments. A simple, 6 x 
8 m system of glulam beams 
and columns and cross-
laminated timber floor panels 
and core walls support a flexible floorplate.

Award judges commented 
on the level of detail 
achieved in the space.

Award sponsor was 
Intergrain Cabots.

The first award presented 
at the TDA dinner in 
Melbourne on October 17 – 
Australian Certified Timber, 
sponsored by Responsible 
Wood – was won by David 

Dubois Design + Interior 
Architecture for Mount 
Mulligan Lodge, a remote 
28,000 ha cattle property in 
central Queensland.

AUSTRALIAN TIMBER DESIGN AWARDS

Providing solutions to enhance the performance of your 
Engineered Wood Products.
LVL, plywood and CLT are an essential component of the modern construction 
industry, Lonza offer a range of solutions to protect engineered wood products. 

✓ Veneer pre-treatments
✓ Glue line additives
✓ Finished product protection

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©2017 Lonza

Looking to enhance your 
engineered wood products? 

Contact Lonza. 

    +61 3 9339 8915      
    tanalised.au@lonza.com  

NEW ZEALAND   
    +64 9 276 3646      +64 6 755 9324      

    scott.connor@lonza.com      tanalised.nz@lonza.com  

    AUSTRALIA      NEW PLYMOUTH

Some positive feedback after big week of events in Canberra: ‘I’m
in environmental education and I never knew forestry was my tribe’

AN HONEST
EXPRESSION
OF MATERIALS

Cont P 11

That’s a wrap: people make their choice

3

1/   Sustainability Award… sponsored by Planet Ark’s Make It Wood Campaign and presented by Planet Ark 
CEO Paul   Klymenko to the team from Jackson Clements Burrows, AECOM and Multiplex for Gillies Hall at 
Monash University.
1/   Recycled Timber… award presented by Michael Kennedy, CEO and founder Kennedy’s Timber (left) to David 
Dubois, David Dubois Design + Interior Architecture for Mount Mulligan Lodge.
3/   Residential Class 1 – New Buildings … jointly sponsored by Carter Holt Harvey Wood Products and Timber 
NSW and presented to James Fitzpatrick of fi tzpatrick+partners for The Seed House at Sydney’s Castlecrag, 
by Tim Johnston, CEO, VAFI (left), of behalf of TimberNSW, and Carter Holt Harvey LVL manager, Michael  
Murphy. The Seed House went on to win the overall timber design award.
4/   Timber Veneers Award… Terry Franklin, Timber Veneers Association  of Australia, presents to  
representatives of Cox Architect and Ireland Brown Construction for the Luther College Imagination Hub.

4

1 2

mailto:tanalised.au@lonza.com
mailto:scott.connor@lonza.com
mailto:tanalised.nz@lonza.com
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The reception and guest 
room bungalows are 
constructed from a mix 
of recycled ironbark, and 
spotted gum used for the 
structure, cladding, decking 
and internal flooring.

All timber was sustainably 
sourced and compliant 
with Australian standards 
for sustainable forest 
management, described by 
the entrant as a necessary 
requirement for the project.

Mount Mulligan was a 
dual winner, also taking out 
the Recycled Timber Award 
sponsored by Kennedy’s 
Timber and presented by 
CEO and founder Michael 
Kennedy.

Kennedy’s Timbers has 
sponsored the Recycled 
Timber Award since 
its  inception and has a 
long track record in the 
development of industry 

standards providing 
beneficial reuse applications 
for recycled and end-of-
design life timbers.

The primary structure and 
elements of the pavilion are 
constructed from salvage 
ironbark, sourced from 
the demolition of the old 
Pyrmont Bay Wharf on 
Sydney Harbour.

These salvaged timbers 
were re-used in their original 
cross-sectional size, with 
notching, rusted bolts and 
brackets left as features in 
the new building structure.

AUSTRALIAN TIMBER DESIGN AWARDS

From P 10

A  BIG  CONGRATULATIONS  TO  THE

WINNER  OF  OUR  MAIN  AWARD

EXCELLENCE  IN  TIMBER  DESIGN  |

AUSTRALIAN  TIMBER  DESIGN  AWARD

2019  

 

‘The  Seed  House ’

f i tzpatr ick  +  partners   

 

THE  AUSTRALIAN  TIMBER  DESIGN

AWARDS  WOULD  L IKE  TO  THANK  ALL

OF  THIS  YEARS  ENTRANTS ,  WINNERS

& SPONSORS

 

TO  VIEW  A  GALLERY  OF  ALL  THE  WINNERS  VISIT

T IMBERDESIGNAWARDS .COM .AU

2019 AUSTRALIAN TIMBER
DESIGN AWARDS

fitzpatrick + partners

2

1/   Enjoying the Australian Timber Design Awards dinner in Melbourne… 
Sophie Solomon, principal ssd Studio, Sydney, Jason Ross, marketing 
and communications officer, Responsible Wood,  Emily Chebaia,  
graduate interior architect, ssd Studio, and Jim Bowden,  
Timber&Forestry enews.
2/   Commercial award... Xlam’s Nick Hewson, head of design, presents 
to the team from Bates Smart, Aurecon and Lendlease DesignMake.

1

http://www.timberdesignawards.com.au
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AUSTRALIAN TIMBER DESIGN AWARDS

Is the NZ forest sector internationally competitive?

Brisbane   |   Sydney   |   Melbourne   |   Perth   |   New Zealand

f kennedystimbers            kennedystimbers           sales@kennedystimbers.com.au e

WWW.KENNEDYSTIMBERS.COM.AU

STRIKING AND DURABLE
A natural alternative to conventional building products, we provide the 

full spectrum of timber design possibilities. 
-  The Lindis, Ahuriri Valley, South Island, New Zealand.  -  

1/   Timber Windows and Doors Award… sponsored by the Window and 
Door Industry Council and presented by general manager Bronwyn Foord 
to Pedersen Architecture for Tree Haus 
2/   Residential Class 1 – Alterations and Additions… sponsored by Boral 
Timber and presented by executive general manager Stephen Dadd 
(left) to Rod Pindar of Rod Pindar and Natalie Sciberras for Brown Street 
House, a building working within the constraints of a confined inner 
Sydney lot. Rod Pindar is a partner at Fitzpatrick + partners.
3/   Sliced Timber Veneers and Prefinished Veneers… Juel Briggs,  
director, Briggs Veneer, presents to Built and Group GSA for the Bank of 
China, Sussex Street, Sydney.

2 31

mailto:sales@kennedystimbers.com.au
http://www.kennedystimbers.com.au
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AUSTRALIAN TIMBER DESIGN AWARDS

Congratulations.   

Jason Ross presents the 2019 Responsible 

Wood Australian Certifi ed Timber Award 

to David Dubois of David Dubois Design + 

Interior Architecture.

Mount Mulligan 
Lodge.

responsiblewood.org.au

Winner of the Australian 

Certified Timber Award at 

the 2019 Australian Timber 

Design Awards. Designed 

by David Dubois Design + 

Interior Architecture

(Photo by Jason Ierace)

5

1 2

3 4

1/   Timber Panels… EWPAA CEO Dave Glover presents to Terroir with 
Pascale Gomes-McNabb Design for Castle Cove House. Blackwood 
timber lining to the entrance connects the interior to the surrounding 
bushland drawing the outside to the inside.
2/   Public Building Award… sponsored by XLam Australia and presented 
by John Eastwood head of marketing and business development  
(Australia-NZ) to BVN and TTW for  Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic 
Primary School. Timber has been used throughout internal spaces  
extensively both as finish and structure. The additions to the school 
feature glulam, CLT laminated timber walls and an exposed CLT timber 
acoustic ceiling flooring system.
3/   Furniture and Joinery Award… Simon Ancher of Simon Ancher  
Studio, Launceston, is congratulated by Mariela Amarante, Timber  
Development Association, and Jess Dootjes from Woods Bagot  
Architects. Simon’s winning entry featured a tailored couch, a  
combination of plywood and 1.2 mm Tasmanian oak sliced veneer used 
to generate the laminated timber shells in the bespoke piece.
4/   Small Budget Award… sponsored by Timber Architecture and  
presented by Dean Anderson, chair, Timber Development Association to 
Design King for the Blue Mountains CLT Studio. 
5/   Multi Residential Award, sponsored by Timber Architecture and  
presented by Dean Anderson, chairman, Timber Development  
Association, to BVN and Lendlease DesignMake for Fenner Hall, a 
student accommodation at the Australian National University Kambri 
precinct re-development project. The building has been reborn as two 
CLT timber towers.

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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TABMA GALA DINNER BRISBANE

TABMA casino night a win for timber
THE stakes – and the guests 
– were on a high as TABMA 
Queensland hosted the 
glamorous casino-themed 
Timber Industry dinner at 
Eagle Farm Racecourse in 
Brisbane last Saturday night.

More than 140 TABMA 
members and representatives 
of the state’s timber and 
forestry sectors mingled to 
celebrate an active year for 
the association with a mood 

of confidence about the 
industry in 2020.

Recently-appointed CEO 
of TABMA Australia David 
Little enjoyed his first official 
function with Queensland 
members.

A three-course meal in the 
racecourse’s Tote Room was 
followed by a fun time at the 
roulette wheel and a chance 
to throw the dice and play the 
cards.1 2

5 6

1/   Maria and Michael Tisdell,  National Credit Insurance, and Leonie 
O’Mara Tradeware Building Supplies.
2/   TABMA’s ever-effervescent Alicia Oelkers with Ed Given, executive 
officer, Apprentice Employment Network.
3/   Versace Timbers team... Kathy and Graham Leddy, Mardi Conroy, and 
Francis Rees.
4/   Betting on a top night… the TABMA team of Tahlia Bellotti, Kim  
Richardson, Pai Teao, and Brooke Caracciolo.
5/   A super night, says Brad Weldon and Lee Surace of First Super.
6/   Josh Scott, husband of TABMA's Natalie Scott, and Carol Gaske of 
Ozline Timbers.
7/   TABMA’S Natalie Scott welcomes Jim Burgess, manager, forest 
products, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, and Clarrisa Brandt, 
Timber Queensland.
8/   David Beveridge, Tilling Timber, catches up with Leonie and Mitch 
O’Mara of Tradeware Building Supplies.

3 4

7 8
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GLOBAL FOCUS
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW

To celebrate the industry and the winners of The 
Green Triangle Timber Industry Awards 2019,  
it is our pleasure to invite you along to the  
Awards Dinner.

 

 
 
 
Friday November 1, 2019  
6.00pm until late

Full menu with formal awards ceremony.
$80 per head, tables of eight or ten and single 
tickets available. Cash bar – eftpos available

Tickets can be booked online
www.gttia.com
for further information contact:  
info@gttia.com

With M.C Merrick Watts
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The Barn
747 Glenelg River Road 
Mount Gambier

2019  
GTTIA AWARD DINNER
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Trees, trees and more trees needed! 

A show of women’s strength

Growth  
through  
technology

technology solutions to grow your timber business

TIMMSanywhere is a cloud-based all-in-one business management 
software solution specifically designed for the timber industry. 
Whether you are involved in logging or importing, sawmilling or retailing, 
TIMMSanywhere can be customised to suit your current business 
requirements and can evolve with you as your company grows and 
requires change.  
Call (03) 9135 1900 or email info@willdooit.com for a free demo.

A C C O U N T I N G   |   S U P P LY  C H A I N   |   O P E R A T I O N S   |   M A R K E T I N G   |   S A L E S   |   H R   |   W E B S I T E

Powered by

willdooit.com

Contact
John Halkett   |   +61 (0) 417 421 187 
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com 
Jim Bowden   |   +61 (0) 401 312 087 
cancon@bigpond.net au

mailto:info@willdooit.com
mailto:johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
mailto:cancon@bigpond.net
http://www.willdooit.com
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RUBBER trees (Hevea 
bransiliensis) are tall 
deciduous trees growing to 
a height of up to 45 m in the 
wild, but when cultivated they 
are much smaller because 
drawing off latex restricts 
growth. The inner bark oozes 
latex when damaged.

Native to the Amazon and 
Orinoco river basins of Brazil, 
Venezuela and Colombia, 
rubber trees were originally 
called caoutchouc, from 
the indigenous cauchy, or 
'weeping wood'.

The rubber tree is a member 
of the Euphorbiaceae (spurge) 
family. Its creamy latex is a 
suspension in water of about 
50% rubber ready to be 
excluded and quickly coagulate 
to seal wounds. In fact, when 
incisions are made to tap 
latex, anti-coagulant chemicals 
are applied to keep the latex 
running.

Rubber trees take between 
seven and 10 years to deliver 
their first latex harvest. 
Harvesters make incisions 
across the latex vessels, 
just deep enough to tap the 
vessels without harming the 
tree, and the latex is collected 
in small buckets. This process 
is known as ‘rubber tapping’.

As latex production declines 
with age, rubber trees are 
generally felled when they 
reach the age of 25 to 30 
years. The earlier practice was 

to burn the trees, but in recent 
decades the wood is the 
basis of a substantial furniture 
manufacturing industry, 
notably in Malaysia.

In 1531, Aztecs caused a 
stir at the Spanish Court with 
previously unknown bouncy 
rubber balls. By the 1770s the 
British were using coagulated 
Hevea latex for rubbing out 
pencil marks (hence the name 
'rubber'), and in London little 
cubes of 'India rubber' fetched 
three shillings each – a small 
fortune at the time.

For centuries tribes in the 
upper Amazon basin had been 
using rubber to mould shoe, 
and for waterproofing long 
before the 1820s, when the 
Scotsman Charles Macintosh 
used dissolved rubber to treat 
fabric for his famous rainwear.

Unfortunately, rubber 
straight from the tree cracks 

in the cold and becomes 
gummy in the heat. In 1839, 
Charles Goodyear discovered 
that ‘cooking up’ raw rubber 
with sulphur made it tough 
and resistant to extremes of 
temperature. This 'vulcanised' 
rubber appeared everywhere 
in pumps, steam engines, 
combs and corsets.

Demand for rubber soon 
far exceeded supply. The 
price rocketed leading to a 
disorderly Amazon 'rubber 
rush' of men staking claims 
and over-exploiting wild trees.

In 1876, Sir Henry Wickham 
shipped a consignment of 
70,000 rubber seeds from 
Brazil to Kew Gardens. 
From there, seedlings were 
distributed to British colonies 
in Asia, where they were 
propagated with great success 
– the ancestors of today's 
huge rubber plantations.

Rubber hit the road in 1888 
when John Boyd Dunlop 
patented the first successful 
inflatable rubber bicycle tyre. 
In the early 20th century 
pneumatic tyres, rubber 
seals, gaskets, mats and 
hoses for vehicles gave rise to 
companies such as Firestone, 
Goodyear, Michelin and Pirelli.

By the late 1930s a million 
tons of crude rubber was 
being exported annually from 
southeast Asia, and it was the 
single most valuable import 
into the US. The occupation 
of most rubber plantations 
by Japanese forces in World 
War 2 prompted the urgent 
development of synthetic 
rubber from fossil fuels and 
their by-products. However, 
half of all rubber still comes 
from trees, grown most 
prolifically now in Thailand and 
Indonesia.

No rush… rubber trees take between seven and 10 years to deliver their 
first latex harvest.

THE WORLD OF TREES

Rubber: weeping wood from the
Spanish Court to pneumatic tyres

The largest manager of commercial 
plantations and native forests in NSW
Visit us at forestrycorporation.com.au

With JOHN HALKETT

Sponsored by 
Forestry Corporation of NSW 

TALKING TREES

http://www.forestrycorporation.com.au
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TIGERCAT has released its 
1165 mid-sized wheeled 
harvester, the brother of their 
big 1185 wheeled harvester.

The 1165 is well suited for 
thinning, selective harvesting 
and final clearfell applications. 
With its strong swing and 
levelling capabilities, the 1165 
is well suited for steep slopes.

The new machine is 
available in both six-wheel 
and eight-wheel drive 
configurations. Powered 
by the Tigercat FPT N67 
engine, the 1165 provides full 
emissions compliance.

The 1165 wheeled harvester 
uses the same swing 
components as the larger 
1185, as well as oscillating 
and articulating centre 
section components used on 
Tigercat forwarders. The new 
active oscillation balancing 
technology provides good 
machine stability, even while 
travelling at speed, allowing 

crane operation while driving, 
thus increasing productivity.

The patented energy-
efficient long-reach ER crane 
provides the same action 
as a parallel crane, but with 
simplified construction and 
less maintenance. The 9 m 
crane comes standard for 
heads up to 1600 kg, and 11 
m telescopic crane for heads 
up to 1100 kg.

Dedicated attachment and 
carrier pumps provide ample 
oil flow for uninterrupted 
power and multifunctioning 
capability. Many hydraulic 

components are common 
with other Tigercat machines, 
and efficient hydraulic system 
design and plumbing help 
the 1165 deliver exceptional 
productivity and optimal fuel 
economy.

Operator visibility is 
exceptional in the quiet, 
comfortable, ergonomically-
designed cab. The hooked 
crane design and large 
windows provide a clear line 
of sight to the attachment’s 
working area and surrounding 
terrain.

The 360 deg. continuous 

swing upper turntable 
supplies strong swing torque. 
Levelling capacity is 24 deg. 
backward, 18 deg. forward 
and 18 deg. side-to-side. This, 
along with tethering lugs built 
into the frame, facilitates 
steep slope cable assisted 
harvesting applications.

Tigercat’s dealer in Australia 
is Onetrak. Visit www.onetrak.
com.au or phone 1300 727 
520.

Also be sure to visit 
Tigercat’s display at next 
year’s AUSTimber 2020 event 
at Traralgon in April.

FOREST MACHINERY

Tigercat 1165 … 
available in both 
six-wheel and 
eight-wheel drive 
configurations 
and well suited 
for thinning,  
selective  
harvesting and 
final clearfell 
applications.

GOOD 
MACHINE
STABILITY 
AT SPEED

6 3 2 E  S K I D D E R

TOTAL FORESTRY 
SOLUTIONS.
Tigercat offers a full range of premium quality, purpose-built forestry 
machines specialized for high production applications. Tigercat 
customers are fully covered by Onetrak’s aftersales support including 
comprehensive field service capabilities, workshop facilities nationally, 
and an extensive parts distribution network Australia-wide.

Contact Onetrak today for all your forestry equipment needs.

1300 727 520           WWW.ONETRAK.COM.AU www.tigercat.com

There will be a strong swing to this
Tigercat mid-size wheeled harvester

http://www.onetrak.com.au
http://www.tigercat.com
http://www.tigercat.com
http://www.onetrak.com.au
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THE Australian standard 
on wood preservation 
(AS1604) does not provide 
specifications for the 
protection of wood against 
chemical degradation, fire or 
weathering.

The standard is about the 
protection of timber from 
attack by insects, termites, 
decay and marine organisms. 
As these are biological 
hazards, chemical treatments 
are most often used to 
provide the timber with a long 
and useful service life.

However, timber treatment 
is not the only way to protect 
wood in service. The use 
of good building design, 
proven detailing and natural 
resistance (called durability) 
may also be used.

In Australia, if timber is to 
be sold as complying with 
AS 1604, it must be branded 
and the brand must contain 
certain information.

There must be a unique 
identifier. Most often this is 
a registered treatment plant 
number. However, other 
forms of identification are 
acceptable as long as the 
identification is unique.

The Timber Preservers 
Association of Australia 
maintains a register of 
treatment plant numbers and 
the list is kept on the TPAA 
web site (tpaa.com.au) under 
the ‘treatment plants’ tab. 

These numbers tell the user 
who produced the treated 
product so if there are any 
issues, for example a request 
for a treatment certificate, 
the producing plant can be 
contacted.

The second piece of 
information in the brand is a 
preservative number. These 
are also listed on the TPAA 
web site as Technical Note 
No. 13 and are important 
because they tell any testing 
authority what to chemically 
analyse the treated wood for.

The final piece of 
information is the hazard 
level that the wood has 
been treated to withstand. 
Hazard levels are described 
in Technical Note No. 2. 
The higher the biological 
pressure on the wood, the 
higher the hazard number and 
the greater the amount of 
preservative chemical needed 
to protect it.

Recently, there have 
been examples of bogus or 
inauthentic brands on timber 
entering the marketplace. 
When buying treated product, 
it is highly recommended 
that only branded timber be 
purchased and it would also 
be a good idea to check that 
the brand is registered with 
TPAA.

Wood preservation to the 
specifications in AS1604 

can only be carried out in 
an industrial environment. 
Long-term protection cannot 
be carried out effectively on 
a building site by painting 
or spraying on a wood 
preservative.

I am regularly asked if it 
is possible to ‘upgrade’ a 
H2 treatment to H3 level by 
treating the wood on site. This 
is not possible! To start with, 
timber treatment chemicals 
may only be used according 
to the rules as set out by the 
federal Australian Pesticides 
and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority. You can’t just buy 
preservatives such as copper 
chromium arsenate (CCA) or 
alkaline copper quaternary 
(ACQ) or micronised 
copper azole (MCA). These 
preservatives may only 
be supplied to industrial 
operations.

Secondly, surface 
application of a wood 
preservative by brush or 
spray does not achieve the 
specified level of preservative 
penetration for a given hazard 
class. Brush or spray on wood 
preservatives are only useful 
for application to freshly cut 
ends of an industrially treated 
product or when short-term 
protection is needed.

So when buying treated 
wood, the purchaser should 
only buy correctly branded 
material.

TPAA BI-MONTHLY BULLETIN

Timber preservation - Conserving the 
nation's heritage.  Visit us at tpaa.com.au

With JACK NORTON
Secretary, TPAA 

JACK’S RANT

Painting does not ‘preserve’ wood, rather it protects the treated product 
from the effects of wind, rain and perhaps most importantly sunlight.

Weather you do or whether you don’t:
understanding the Australian standard
Timber treatment is not the only way to protect wood in service

http://www.tpaa.com.au
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OBERON-based Mangan 
Haulage has been awarded 
the coveted Road Freight 
NSW 2019 Best Safety 
Culture award.

Chris Mangan, director, an 
active member of the NSW 
Forest Industry Taskforce 
and an accredited member 
of the National Heavy Vehicle 
Accreditation Scheme, 
introduced a dedicated 
operations assistant to 
monitor and report on the 
fleet and drivers. This has 
helped manage the driver’s 
placement and fatigue.

Mr Mangan has transitioned 
the company’s 19m B-doubles 
to 23m B-Doubles – in 
effect lowering load height, 
increasing stability and 
providing a safer unit for the 
drivers and the public.

These, and other safety 
measures, ensure a strong 

network of qualified and 
experienced drivers.

An IT platform that supports 
a simple and efficient way to 
report safety issues in real 
time for a speedy response 
has also been introduced.

The safety culture award 
has been running for the past 
two years and came about 
as a result RFNSW’s positive 
engagement with Insurance 
and Care NSW since CEO 
Simon O’Hara started in the 
role three years ago.

“Safety culture is the 
collection of the beliefs, 
perceptions and values that 
employees share in relation to 
risks within a workplace,” Mr 
O’Hara said.

The safety culture survey 
outlines five dimensions:

• Leadership – leaders are 
visible and clearly show that 
safety is a priority for the 
workplace.

• Communication – with 
effective communication in 
the workplace people feel 

confident to discuss both 
physical and psychological 
safety.

• Interpersonal relationships 
– there is an environment 
of support for workers both 
personally and professionally.

• Policy and procedures – 
guidelines and procedures 
are in place so that people 
understand and are 
encouraged to follow in the 
workplace.

• Reporting – people know 
how to report safety issues 
and feel comfortable in doing 
sol.

Simon O’Hara said the 
name Road Freight NSW 
articulated an independent 
and authoritative viewpoint 
thanks to a respected 
executive leadership and 
the passion and expertise of 
members contributing to the 
policy council.

Housing trends: is construction
cycle about to reach its peak?

FOREST TRANSPORT

Mangan Haulage… lowering load height, increasing stability and provid-
ing a safer unit for the drivers and the public.

Haulage firm rewarded for safety culture

mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
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ELECTRIC vehicles have 
been turning the tide in the 
automotive industry in terms 
of making cars better for the 
environment.

But Japan’s Ministry of 
the Environment believes 
we could do better – and the 
result is an unprecedented 
super car made entirely of 
wood.

The entire car is composed 
of nano cellulose fibres, 
or plant-derived material 
(including agricultural waste), 
that’s one-fifth of the weight 
of – and five times as strong 
as – steel, the ministry says.

By using those fibres 
to compose most of the 
bodywork and part of the 
tub, the result is a car about 
half as light as a traditional 
vehicle, with 10% overall 
reduction in mass.

That alone is a pretty 
awesome feat, but the 
production process also 
drastically reduces carbon 
emissions associated with 
automotive manufacturing. 
It’s basically just recycling on 

a massive scale.

“And I have to admit, the 
designers and engineers did 
a great job putting together 
a gorgeous-looking car,” 
motoring writer Elizabth 
Blackstock twittered on GMG 
Union.

“As I love the tiny and kind 
of adorable EV trend right 
now, I can also understand 
why it wouldn’t be super 
appealing to traditional 
automotive enthusiasts who 
are looking to be excited by 
new cars.

“The nano cellulose vehicle 
(NCV) looks awesome,” she 
added. “The sharp-cut angles 
of the bodywork and the 
butterfly doors immediately 
bring to mind Lamborghini, or 
the Acura NSX.

“The interior features 

kimono-wrapped seats and a 
gorgeous wooden dashboard 
(not just that fake wood look 
you get in most cars).”

That said, all of the 
research and design has 
gone into the bodywork, not 
the stuff that makes the car 
run. There isn’t really any 
information at all out there 
about what kind of power 

source will be implemented, 
but the rumour is that it’ll be 
equipped with a hydrogen 
fuel cell and have a top speed 
of ... 20 km an hour.

Meanwhile, researchers at 
the Cambridge University’s 
department of biochemistry 
are mapping the molecular 
structure of wood in bid to 
make it more resilient.

"If we can increase the 
strength of wood, we may 
start seeing more major 
constructions moving away 
from steel and concrete to 
timber," says the research 
team.

The molecular structure 
of wood is what gives the 
material its strength and 
flexibility – and the new 
research is uncovering its 
secrets.

ON THE ROAD

1/   Japan’s super car… half as light as a traditional vehicle.
2/   The real thing… no fake wood inside this nano-cellulose car.

1 2

Japanese super car drives wood to
exciting new environmental levels
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