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TASMANIAN timbers are set 
to feature on the national 
stage following the launch of 
a new campaign focusing on 
forest certi� cation and the 
sustainability of the state’s 
forest products.

And according to Shawn 
Britton, chairman of Tasmanian 
Timber, the Responsible 
Wood certi� cation scheme 
is an all-important step in 
demonstrating the sustainable 
origins of Tasmania’s unique 
timbers.

“The campaign’s foundation 
research and inquires received 
through the Tasmanian Timber 
helpline have shown a strong 
need within the marketplace 
for education around 
certi� cation in Australia and 
the sustainability of our timber 
products,” Mr Britton said.

“There is also an ongoing 
need to spread the advantages 
of forest management, value 
adding and innovation among 
communities that make 
long-term decisions about log 
supply,” he said.

Discussing Responsible 
Wood’s involvement in the 

campaign, marketing and 
communications of� cer Jason 
Ross was jubilant about the 
campaign’s focus on forest 
certi� cation.

“Awareness of forest 
certi� cation, speci� cally 
among architects, engineers 
and end-users of timber-based 
products remains low,” 
he said.

“What this campaign 
strives to do is to improve 
the visibility and educate 
consumers about forest 

certi� cation and to take 
Responsible Wood to a 
national audience.”

As Australia’s largest 
and most diverse forest 
certi� cation scheme, 
Responsible Wood covers 
more than 11.5 million ha of 
forests, with 250 businesses 
carrying the organisation’s 
wood ‘trust mark.’

Mr Bitton said the campaign 
would target digital and social 
media. A powerful advertising 
campaign would shed light 
on the people who work 
behind the timber industry – 
the foresters, auditors, value 
adders, researchers and 
innovators.”

The advertisements will 
appear in Green Magazine, 
Australia's lead publication on 
sustainable design, as well as 
national digital publications, 
Tasmania’s major and regional 
newspapers, Hobart Airport’s 
digital screens and the Agfest 
Field Days, a premier rural 
event in Tasmania.

For more information about 
the campaign visit https://
wearetastimber.com/

MicroPro® is a registered trademark of Koppers Inc. or its subsidiaries. MicroPro® timber products are produced by 
independently owned and operated wood preserving facilities. © 2019 Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
Pty Ltd. Global GreenRate, GoldHEALTH, Global GreenTag and GreenTag PhD are regsitered trademarks operated 
under licence by Global GreenTag Pty Ltd. 

Following the awarding of a Global GreenRate Level A certification, 
MicroPro Wood Treatment Technology has recently been awarded a 
GoldHEALTH rating with its recently published Global GreenTag Level A 
Product Health Declaration™ (PhD™). 

The GreenTag PhD is the first health transparency tool in the world 
to assess human health concerns directly, rating the health impacts 
of a final product – and not just the hazards 
of a product’s ingredients.

For more information call us now 

on 1800 088 809.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
MicroPro®

WOOD INDUSTRY PROMOTION

Government set to launch
industry plan in SeptemberRoma penalty a warning ‘shot across the bows’

Malaysian Wood Expo opens
gate to key markets in SE Asia

Marketing campaign puts Tassie
timbers at centre of national stage
Certi� cation and sustainability promoted across media

SPOTLIGHT ON
PEOPLE WHO
WORK BEHIND
THE INDUSTRY

Talking Tasmanian timbers… Daryl Quilliam, Circular Head Mayor, Shawn 
Britton, chairman of Tasmanian Timber, Senator Richard Colbeck, federal 
minister responsible for forestry, and Brett Whiteley, former federal and 
state MP.

https://wearetastimber.com/
https://wearetastimber.com/
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LATEST forestry statistics 
show a further decline in the 
total area of Australia’s forest 
plantations, highlighting the 
need for meaningful policy 
from both sides of federal 
politics to reverse this 
trend, says AFPA CEO Ross 
Hampton.

The ABS Australian 
Plantation Statistics 2019 
update recorded a 12,400 
ha decrease in total forest 
plantation area from 2016-17 
to 2017-18. This is a more 
than half a percent drop 
bringing Australia’s total area 
to 1,942,700 ha in 2017-18.

“These �gures again show 
the downward trend in forest 
plantation area, which is 
particularly worrying, given 
the $2 billion trade de�cit  
in wood products,” Mr  
Hampton said.

AFPA has long campaigned 
for the removal of the 
unnecessary Carbon 
Farming Initiative (CFI) water 
barriers that prevent forestry 
operations from receiving 
carbon payments.

Last week, federal Labor 
announced, if elected, it 
would remove the restrictions 
which effectively disallow 
carbon payments for new 
tree plantings in areas of 
more than 600 mm annual 
rainfall for plantations and 
areas of 400 mm annual 

rainfall for farm forestry 
plantings.

“Unfortunately, the 
Coalition has not matched 
Labor’s commitment which 
will strongly encourage new 
plantings, but will deliver 
$500 million in concessional 
loan offerings for new forest 
plantations,” Mr Hampton 
said.

Both major political parties 
have acknowledged need for 
400,000 extra ha of plantation 
and farm forestry plantings. 
The Coalition acknowledges 
its concessional loan policy 
could result in 150,000 ha of 
new plantations.

“This trend downward in 

plantation area is a major 
issue that political parties 
need to address urgently,” Mr 
Hampton said. “Without a 
steady supply of local timber, 
Australia will be forced to 
keep importing more timber 
and �bre-based products.”

Key �ndings of the ABS 
report:

• In 2017–18, Australia’s 
total commercial plantation 
area was 1,942,700 ha, a 
decrease of 12,400 ha (0.6%) 
from 2016–17.

• The total area of softwood 
plantations increased 
marginally in 2017–18 to 
1,037,000 ha, and accounted 
for more than 53% of total 
commercial plantation area. 
The total area of hardwood 
plantations was 896,000 ha, a 
decrease of 12,500 ha (1.4%) 
from 2016–17, and accounted 
for 46% of total commercial 
plantation area.

• In 2017–18, Victoria 
continued to have the largest 
total area of commercial 
plantations of all states and 
territories (420,600 ha), 
followed by NSW (393,200 
ha and Western Australia 
(361,700 ha).

• A total of 3150 ha of new 
plantations was established 
in 2017–18, comprising 1700 
ha of softwood plantations 
and 1450 ha of hardwood 
plantations.

An industry-led program  
managed by ForestWorks

Skills Verification 
Program

FOLS

fols.forestworks.com.au 

1800 177 001

✔	Evidence of employees’  
 current skills and training
✔ Supports WHS  
 risk management
✔ Supports professionalism  
 and safety of industry

Discount  
available  
for AFCA  
Members!

20%
Off

*Australian Forest Contractors  
Association (AFCA)

* 

www.fols.forestworks.com.au

THE INDUSTRY AND THE ELECTION

MAJOR ISSUE
POLITICAL
PARTIES NEED
TO ADDRESS

Ross Hampton… downward trend 
in plantations a major issue.

Growth policy needed as
forest plantations decline

Bipartisan support for NSW regional forest industry hub
THE Australian Forest 
Products Association 
has welcomed funding 
commitments from both the 
Coalition and federal Labor 
of $1 million to kick-start a 
regional forest industry hub  
in NSW’s South West  

Slopes region.

These commitments mean 
the hub would be funded 
whichever side of federal 
politics formed government 
after May 18, CEO Ross 
Hampton said.

“The guaranteed 
establishment of a hub to 
plan the path forward will 
help secure future production 
trees and supply in the area,” 
he said.

See Labor commitment, P.9.

http://www.fols.forestworks.com.au
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THE Coalition government 
if re-elected would provide 
$500 million in low interest 
loans to plantation growers.

Both major parties agree 
Australia needs 400,000 
additional hectares of 
production trees over 10 
years, with plantings to be 
focused in regional forest 
industry hubs.

But at a national live 
streamed forest industries 
debate, hosted by the 
Australian Forest Products 
Association in Launceston 
last week, the parties 
showed they had very 
different approaches to 
the mechanism to trigger 
those plantings.

AFPA has been highly 
critical of the government 

ruling out removing 
the barriers to entry for 
plantations and farm 
forestry in the Emissions 
Reduction Fund; Labor has 
unequivocally said it would 

do this if elected.

AFPA CEO Ross Hampton 
said the government had 
clearly acknowledged that 
having a plan without a 
mechanism to prompt tree 
planting was inadequate 
– “and that’s a great step 
forward”.

AFPA will analyse the 
$500 million low interest 
loan promise over the next 
few days to assess its 
effectiveness.

The Launceston debate 
also saw the announcement 
by the government that 
the south west slopes area 
of NSW, around Tumut 
and Tumbarumba, would 
be immediately added to 
the list of initial regional 
forest industry hubs. Both 
parties also af� rmed their 
commitment to rolling RFAs 
with � ve-year reviews.

“AFPA will be assessing 
all promises against the 

goals of our 20,000 jobs 
growth plan and scoring the 
parties before polling day,” 
Mr Hampton said.

During the debate, Senator 
Richard Colbeck, Assistant 
Minister for Agriculture 
and Water Resources, 
announced that if re-elected, 
the Coalition would include 
forestry operations in the 
government’s plan to help 
educate children about 
agriculture. This follows a 
government promise of $10 
million to fund primary and 
secondary school visits to 
farms so children can see 
how agricultural products 
make their way from rural 
areas to the city.

Meanwhile, both the 
Coalition and Labor have 
promised $3.5 million to 
Timberlink to complete 
the upgrade of its Bell Bay 
sawmill in Tasmania, allowing 
the company to continue 
competing with mainland 
and international timber 
competitors and help secure 
200 jobs.

Senator Richard Colbeck 
and candidate for Bass 
Bridget Archer made the 
announcement early last 
week at the site, which Labor 
matched later in the day after 
also being in discussions with 
the company.

It was the � nal funding 
needed for the $30 million 
upgrade and would enable 
the purchase of a green 
mill vision scanning system 
which identi� es the highest 
quality timber during cutting 
and ensures the state’s 
largest timber processor 
is able increase yield and 
productivity of the mill by 
processing smaller and less 
well pruned logs.

THE INDUSTRY AND THE ELECTION

TABMA Training (previously FITEC - RTO 5343) off ers a 
full range of nationally recognised forest and timber industry 

qualifi cations ranging from forest operations, sawmilling, 
frame and truss design and manufacture, 

to timber merchandising, and business sales.
PLUS our dynamic short courses are designed to achieve 

bo	 om line results for your business!
Short courses include forkli�  training, chainsaw training, 

how to deal with customers in person and on the telephone, 
performance management, timber knowledge, 

timber take off s, and visual stress grading. 
These short courses can be conducted at your premises 

(5+) or in a group at our facilities.

TABMA Training ...
providing innovative training solutions

Contact us now for 
further information.

1300 693 483
www.tabmatraining.edu.au

Parties take a di� erent approach
on triggering new forest plantings

COALITION
AND LABOR
PROMISE
FUNDING FOR
BELL BAY

Learning growth… government plan to educate children about forestry 
operations.

http://www.tabmatraining.edu.au
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AN amazing residence 
utilising all-timber glulam and 
CLT is under construction at 
Ceres, a rural township near 
Geelong, Vic, and already 
it has become an iconic 
structure on the horizon.

The concept design for 
the Royd Clan’s House 
was inspired mainly by the 
boulders and the remains 
of the previous house, 
and will be featured at the 
Timber Offsite Construction 
conference in Melbourne 
next month.

Architect Nadine Samaha 
from Level Architekture 
explains: “I wanted to create 
a structure which emulated 
these boulders coming from 
the ground.

“Strong winds on the 
hill consolidated the idea 
of fragmenting the house 
in pavilion clusters which 
reduces the wind turbulence 
and appear as boulders.

“Scattered stones from 
the remains of the previous 
house are brought into 
the existing structure as 
support for internal stairs. 
This concept also responded 
to the need for playful 

architecture for the clients' 
active young boys.”

The objective of building 
completely in timber 
provided a challenge 
for Nathan Benbow of 
Vistek engineers and 
Rob Mansell from Hyne 
Timber in the design of 
the house structure, which 
comprises glulam portal 
frames arranged in one of 
the primary axes of each 
pavilion.

The � oor and roof 
diaphragms are cross 
laminated timber supplied 
by XLam Australia, and 
the inclined wall of each 
pavilion is constructed with 
CLT to create a shear wall 
perpendicular to the portal 
frames.

Glulam beams and CLT 

panels were fabricated 
with CNC machinery to 
ensure all elements could 
be assembled with a high 
degree of precision on 
site, which is crucial for a 
structure with unique and 
complex geometry.

The total volume of timber 
in the project is 40 cub m 
of glulam and 180 cub m of 
CLT – which Australian pine 
plantations will be re-grown 
in just 17 minutes.

The Ceres project will be 
a highlight of the project 
panel session program at the 
Melbourne conference on 
June 17 and 18. Visit www.
frameaustralia.com

Introduction of building 
project discussions is a 
new feature at the event 
and offers an opportunity 
to engage with all the key 
participants in construction 
projects.

Delegates will gain � rst-
hand experience from 
design and construction 
professionals that 
demonstrate the high levels 
of expertise available for 
timber and mass wood 
buildings in Australia.

DESIGNING WITH ENGINEERED WOOD

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

You can be assured that wood carrying  
the Responsible Wood mark has come from  

certified Australian forests that are sustainably 
managed to the highest global standards.

Rock solid glulam-CLT structure
rises among boulders at Geelong

1

1/   Royd Clan’s House… an 
engineered wood iicon rises at 
Geelong.
2/   Nadine Samaha… strong 
winds on the hill consolidated the 
idea of fragmenting the house in 
pavilion clusters.

2

http://www.frameaustralia.com
http://www.frameaustralia.com
https://www.responsiblewood.org.au
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ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCT DECLARATIONS

VOTE TO SUPPORT
FOREST INDUSTRIES 

Find out more at growingyourfuture.com.au  

THE Green Building Council 
of Australia, which operates 
the in� uential Green Star 
sustainable building rating 
system, has proposed a 
requirement for reductions in 
embodied carbon for those 
seeking Green Star rating for 
new building projects.

If this proposal is adopted 
it will favour the selection 
in future Green Star-rated 
buildings of low-embodied 
carbon materials such as 
timber and wood products 
made from wood harvested 
in sustainably-managed 
forests.

The Australian and New 
Zealand timber industries are 
well-placed to take advantage 

of this development.

Industry-average 
environmental product 

declarations (EPDs) 
providing veri� ed data of 
the low carbon emissions 
of softwood, hardwood, 
particleboard, MDF, plywood 
and glulam timber already 
exist by way of FWPA’s 
WoodSolutions program.

The Wood Processors and 
Manufacturers Association 
of New Zealand will soon be 
releasing industry-average 
EPDs with the veri� ed 
low carbon emissions 
data for a large variety of 
their members' products, 
including CLT.

Some wood product 
manufacturers (for example 
Daiken New Zealand) have 
developed, or are developing, 
product-speci� c EPDs to 
give themselves a further 
advantage in this green 
building market.

Credible certi� cation to 
PEFC/ Responsible Wood 
and FSC sustainable forest 
management standards is 
essential to underpin the low 
carbon emissions of timber 
products.

This is now commonplace, 
so the hard work of the 
industry is now looking like 
paying off – in a big way.

The proposed changes are 
available at www.new.gbca.
org.au/green-star/future-
focus/

Established in 2002, the 
Green Building Council of 
Australia is the nation’s 
authority on sustainable 
buildings, communities 
and cities. The vision is to 
create healthy, resilient and 
positive places for people 
and lead the sustainable 
transformation of Australia’s 
built environment. 

Watch for further 
information in a future edition 
of Timber&Forestry enews.
• Stephen Mitchell, principal of 
Stephen Mitchell Associates, is 
Responsible Wood, PEFC and 
FSC lead auditor, SCS Global 
Services.

INDUSTRY’S
HARD WORK IS
PAYING OFF

Low embodied carbon materials a
Green Star opportunity for timber
STEPHEN MITCHELL

Melbourne’s 
Library at the 
Dock… Australia’s 
� rst 6 Star Green 
Star – Design 
PILOT rating 
building.

http://www.new.gbca.org.au/green-star/future-focus/
http://www.growingyourfuture.com.au
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Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AUSTRALASIA

TCA has a clear view to the future

Release of new international chain-of-custody standard

MAY
10: Silvopastoral Field 
Day – 2485 Monduran 
Road, Monduran, Australia. 
9.00am-1.00pm. Please 
come suitably dressed with 
a high-vis shirt and closed in 
footwear as you will be in an 
active operation. For further 
information contact John 
McNamara at Parkside Timber 
on 0418 719 113 or Sean 
Ryan (PFSQ) on 0428 457 
322. Bronwyn Lloyd can be 
contacted on (07) 5483 6535.

JUNE
16-21: 2019 DANA Ecuador 
Forestry and Agri-/Aqua-
business Investment Tour 
– Ecuador. This event will 
introduce potential investors 
to the forestry and agri- and 
aqua- business; as well as 
the commercial, financial, 
political, and economical 
aspects of investments 
in Ecuador. Included will 
be field visits to operating 
forests, manufacturing, and 
processing of wood products, 
and selected agri- and aqua- 
export oriented operations. 
For further information 
and to register see: www.
danaevents.co.nz/2019ecuador

17-18: Frame Australia 
– Crown Promenade 
Melbourne, Australia. A 
dedicated conference and 

exhibition will allow delegates 
to fully understand the exciting 
developments in the Timber 
Offsite Construction space. 
The conference will feature 
prominent local and global 
experts, with topics exclusively 
devoted to timber and mass 
wood building construction. 
It will be the only event that 
will enable delegates to 
appreciate the world-wide 
transformation that is taking 
place and how building costs 
are being lowered. At the 
Frame Australia exhibition,  
booth sizes will be larger at no 
extra cost, with booths two to 
three times the previous floor 
area without any change in 
pricing from 2018. Visit www.
frameaustralia.com

JULY
10-12: 5th Paci�c Timber 
Engineering Conference 
(PTEC 2019) – Brisbane 
Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, Merivale and 
Glenelg streets,  South 
Brisbane, Australia. A 
forum for both young and 
experienced academics, 
practitioners, researchers, 
and research students in 
the Asia-Pacific region and 
elsewhere in the world to 
share the latest developments 
in research and application 
of timber in construction. 
What the industry is achieving 
using timber in construction 

will also be showcased.  
The conference will  bring 
a more practitioner focus 
that will complement the 
World Conference on Timber 
Engineering (WCTE) in 2020. 
Call for abstracts. Inquiries 
to conference secretariat, 
School of Civil Engineering, 
The University of Queensland. 
Tel: +61 7 344 31360. Email:  
ptec2019@civil.uq.edu.au  Visit  
www.civil.uq.edu.au/ptec-2019

22-23: 2019 DANA Australian 
Forest Industry Conference 
and Field Trip – Pullman 
King Georges Square, 
Brisbane, Australia. To 
include one and a half day 
conference on Monday 
July 22 and the morning of 
Tuesday July 23 with 20 
international and Australasian 
speakers confirmed, to 
be followed by half day 
field trip on the afternoon 
of July 23. For further 
information and to register 
see: www.danaevents.
co.nz/2019brisbane

OCTOBER
18: 2019 TABMA National 
Awards Dinner – Doltone 
House, Hyde Park, Sydney, 
Australia. Hosted by TABMA 
Queensland, 6:30 - 11:30 pm. 
Dress formal. 

The 20th Australian Timber 
Design Awards presentation 

dinner – Melbourne, 
Australia. Entries open 
February 11 and close June 28. 
Peoples’ Choice voting August 
to September. Sponsorship 
options available. Contact 
0420 232 253 or email inbox@
timberdesignawards.com.au

26: 2019 Timber Queensland 
Industry Gala Evening 
(Casino Night) – The 
Tote Room, Eagle Farm 
Racecourse, Ascot, QLD 
Australia. 6:30pm. Hosted 
by TABMA Queensland. For 
bookings contact (07) 3456 
7065. Mob: 0418 449 031. 
Email: Alicia@tabma.com.au 
tabma.com.au  
Visit: www.tabma.com.au 

NOVEMBER
1: Green Triangle Timber 
Industry Awards 2019 – Mt 
Gambier, South Australia, 
Australia. The second GTTIA 
forestry awards for the region 
will recognise and celebrate 
outstanding foresters, 
companies, service providers 
and forest managers. 
Nominations open June 17 
and close August 16. Gala 
dinner November 1. Further 
information and sponsorship 
opportunities visit www.gttia.
com or contact Prue Younger 
+64 21 2765 484. Email: 
prue@ publicimpressions.co.nz

ANNUAL GTTIA AWARDS 
EVENT across Victoria & South 
Australia   www.gttia.com 

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2019ecuador
http://www.danaevents.co.nz/2019ecuador
http://www.frameaustralia.com
http://www.frameaustralia.com
mailto:ptec2019@civil.uq.edu.au
http://www.civil.uq.edu.au/ptec-2019
http://www.danaevents
mailto:Alicia@tabma.com.au
http://www.tabma.com.au
http://www.gttia.com
mailto:prue@publicimpressions.co.nz
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS GLOBAL

MAY
12-16: IRG50 (International 
Research Group on Wood 
Protection) – Fairmont 
Chateau Frontenac Hotel.  
Quebec City, Canada.
The IRG-WP is the leading 
global organisation for the 
dissemination of scientific 
information on wood 
protection technologies. Email 
Rod.Stirling@fpinnovations.ca 
Visit www.irg50.com for 
registration details.

20-23: A Century of National 
Forest Inventories: Informing 
Past, Present and Future 
Decisions – Oslo, Norway.
For further information see: 
www.nibio.pameldingssystem.
no/nfi100years

JUNE
16-21: 2019 DANA Ecuador 
Forestry and Agri-/Aqua-
business Investment Tour 
– Ecuador. This event will 
introduce potential investors 
to the forestry and agri- and 
aqua- business; as well as 
the commercial, financial, 

political, and economical 
aspects of investments 
in Ecuador. Included will 
be field visits to operating 
forests, manufacturing, 
and processing of wood 
products, and selected agri- 
and aqua- export oriented 
operations. For further 
information and to register 
see: www.danaevents.
co.nz/2019ecuador/

JULY
8-18: IUFRO Small-scale 
Forestry Conference 
– Lake Superior in 
Duluth, Minnesota, USA.
Presentations and � eld 
sessions will explore a mix of 
family-owned, tribal, industrial, 
and public ownerships with 
a focus on small-scale forest 
management. For further 
information see: www.
iufrossf.umn.edu/

SEPTEMBER
16-17: ICATEA 2019: 
21st International 
Conference on Advanced 
Timber Engineering and 

Applications – Zurich, 
Switzerland. The conference 
aims to bring together 
leading academic scientists, 
researchers and research 
scholars to exchange and 
share their experiences 
and research results on all 
aspects of advanced timber 
engineering and applications. 
For further information 
see: www.waset.org/
conference/2019/09/zurich/
ICATEA

SEPT/OCT
30 SEPT-4 OCT: Second 
World Congress on Mid- and 
High-rise Wood Buildings 
Woodrise 2019 – Québec 
City Convention Centre, 
Québec City, Canada.
Theme: Building our cities 
for future generations jointly 
organized by FPInnovations 
(Canada) and Institut 
technologique FCBA (France) 
will bring together wood 
construction stakeholders, 
decision-makers, and 
professionals to share their 
knowledge and strengths 

in order to position wood 
as a leading construction 
material for tomorrow's 
sustainable cities. For further 
information: Ann Cantin, 
Director, Communications 
and Marketing, Québec City 
Convention Centre, acantin@
convention.qc.ca, 418 564-
1312; Marjolaine Dugas, 
Director of Communications, 
FPInnovations, marjolaine.
dugas@fpinnovations.ca, 514 
782-4595

29 SEPT-25 OCT: XXV IUFRO 
World Congress – Curitiba, 
Brazil. For further information 
see: www.iufro2019.com

NOVEMBER
19-21: Malaysian Wood Expo 
2019 – Putra World Trade 
Centre, Kuala Lumpur. Email: 
info@malaysianwoodexpo.
com.my or visit www.
malaysianwoodexpo.com.my

• Please send any events 
listings to John Halkett 
via email: johnh@
timberandforestryenews.com

Former Greenpeace leader to chair CO2 Coalition
NOTED ecologist and former 
leader of Greenpeace Dr 
Patrick Moore has been 
elected chair of the CO2 
Coalition, a US conservative 
think tank.

The board of directors will 
explain how the increase in 
CO2 in the atmosphere from 
human emissions is spurring 
increased growth of forests, 
crops and plants. They will 
also focus on discussing 
how CO2 is also a very weak 
greenhouse gas that may have 
the added bene� t of slight 
warming of the climate.

US government data 
showing that the modest 
warming, even if caused in 
part by industrial CO2, has 
resulted in no increase in 
extreme weather such as 
hurricanes and droughts or 
changes in the rate of sea-
level rise.

Former chairman Dr. William 
Happer, an atmospheric 
physicist, recently left the 
CO2 Coalition to become a 
senior director on the National 
Security Council, where he 
has proposed a presidential 
commission to review the 
science behind claims that 

climate change threatens 
national security.

Dr. Moore is a co-founder 
of Greenpeace and served in 
the leadership for 15 years, 
including as a director of 
Greenpeace International from 
1979-1986. He received the 
Einstein Society’s National 

Award for Nuclear Science and 
History in 2009.

Commenting on his new 
role, Dr. Moore said: “We aim 
to position the CO2 Coalition 
as the go-to source for 
information on the bene� ts of 
CO2 for the environment and 
civilisation.”

He said human CO2 
emissions were causing a 
“greening of Earth”, which 
will increase agricultural and 
forestry production, as well 
as increasing the fertility 
and abundance of global 
ecosystems.”

Timber and Forestry Enews is on Facebook and would like to increase its reach to a wider 
community. Please like and share our page so we can get the timber and forestry 
message out to a bigger audience. If you like our publication, please leave us a review.
Any timber or forestry topics you would like to see covered or want to share timber or 
forestry related subjects you are passionate about, please let us know. 

Have you liked our Facebook page yet? 

Patrick Moore

mailto:Rod.Stirling@fpinnovations.ca
http://www.irg50.com
http://www.nibio.pameldingssystem
http://www.danaevents
http://www.iufrossf.umn.edu/
http://www.iufrossf.umn.edu/
http://www.waset.org/
mailto:dugas@fpinnovations.ca
http://www.iufro2019.com
http://www.malaysianwoodexpo.com.my
http://www.malaysianwoodexpo.com.my
https://www.facebook.com/timberandforestryenews
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A FEDERAL Labor 
Government will invest $1 
million for the regional forest 
industry hub in the South 
West Slopes of New South 
Wales, a key forestry  
region. The Coalition has  
also committed $1 million to 
the hub.

An industry group including 
Ross Hampton, Australian 
Forest Products Association 
CEO, and Diana Gibb and 
Peter Crowe of the Softwoods 
Working Group, were in 
Monaro in southern NSW on 
Tuesday, to meet with Joel 
Fitzgibbon, Shadow Minister 
for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry, and Dr Mike Kelly, 
AM, Eden-Monaro MP.

Mr Kelly said the $1 
million Labor commitment 
recognised the vital work 
regional hubs would play 
in increasing plantation 
investment.

“The expansion will provide 
additional timber to support 
downstream businesses and 
grow jobs in those regions.”

He said Labor would deliver 

a positive plan for the future 
sustainable pro�tability and 
growth of the forestry and 
forests products industries.

“We will ensure workers 
in the industry will be 
recognised for their skills and 
will bene�t from the growth 
of the industry.

Joel Fitzgibbon added: “You 
can’t have a strong national 

economy without a strong 
regional economy and you 
can’t have a strong regional 
economy without a strong 
timber industry,” He said 
Labor had worked closely with 
the forestry sector, unions and 
other relevant stakeholders to 
understand the key priorities 

THE INDUSTRY AND THE ELECTION

WHAT A WEEK FOR WOOD!

Meeting in  
Monaro…  AFPA 
CEO Ross  
Hampton, the 
Softwoods  
Working Group's 
Diana Gibb and 
Peter Crowe, 
Shadow Minister 
for Agriculture, 
Fisheries and 
Forestry Joel 
Fitzgibbon, and 
Dr Mike Kelly, 
AM, Member for 
Eden-Monaro.

hyne.com.au

Timber - The ultimate renewable
Timber is a greenhouse positive product with a lower net 
environmental impact than most other building materials. It’s one of 
the only building materials that contribute to the long term 
reduction of carbon emissions; positively addressing climate change. 

For more information, visit hyne.com.au/sustainability

Labor commits $1m for forest hubs

Cont P 12

WORKERS MUST 
BE RECOGNISED
FOR THEIR SKILLS

http://www.hyne.com.au
http://www.hyne.com.au/sustainability
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A HIGH rise built out of 
timber, not steel? It’s a 
solid idea according to 
QUT structural engineering 
researcher Dr Craig Cowled 
who has embarked on a 
three-year project to work 
out the perfect way to build 
carbon-storing, timber-framed 
‘plyscrapers’.

Dr Cowled is a big fan of 
the environmental credentials 
– and cost savings – of 
building tall buildings out of 
timber, rather than concrete 
and steel, and wants to boost 
this � edgling segment of the 
construction industry.

He has been awarded 
a $240,000 Advance 
Queensland Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
Research Fellowship to 
research and develop 
a new building system 
and guidelines for timber 
buildings up to eight storeys.

He says they are cheaper 
and faster to construct – and 
use a sustainable resource 
that locks away carbon for 
the life of the building.

And with the Queensland 
government aiming to reduce 
the state’s carbon emissions 
by 30% by 2030, Dr Cowled 
believes more timber multi-
storeys will be a big win for 
the environment.

His research aims to 
develop a new building 

system and guidelines that 
eliminate some of the current 
technical obstacles to timber 
frame construction for taller 
buildings.

Australia’s National 
Construction Code was 
changed in 2016 to increase 
the allowed height of timber 
buildings from three storeys 
to eight storeys (25 m).  
Developers can build even 
higher if they can prove they 
meet � re safety standards 
and acoustic requirements.

But Dr Cowled says 

Australia’s current building 
standards for timber 
buildings had been designed 
with the old height limit of 
three storeys in mind.

“I’m aiming to produce two 
tangible outcomes – a new 
lightweight, panelised timber-
framed building system to 
withstand the higher loads 
of taller buildings, and a 
technical design guide for the 
building industry to make it 
easier to adopt this method 
of construction,” he said.

ENGINEERED WOOD CONSTRUCTION

Providing solutions to enhance the performance of your 
Engineered Wood Products.
LVL, plywood and CLT are an essential component of the modern construction 
industry, Lonza offer a range of solutions to protect engineered wood products. 

✓ Veneer pre-treatments
✓ Glue line additives
✓ Finished product protection

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©2017 Lonza

Looking to enhance your 
engineered wood products? 

Contact Lonza. 

    +61 3 9339 8915      
    tanalised.au@lonza.com  

NEW ZEALAND   
    +64 9 276 3646      +64 6 755 9324      

    scott.connor@lonza.com      tanalised.nz@lonza.com  

    AUSTRALIA      NEW PLYMOUTH

Some positive feedback a� er big week of events in Canberra: ‘I’m
in environmental education and I never knew forestry was my tribe’

RESEARCH TO
FOCUS ON
BUILDING UP
TO 8 STOREYS

High vision… 
manufacturing 
techniques, 
such as CLT and 
improvements in 
� re engineering, 
have opened the 
door for taller, 
‘greener’ 
buildings’.

Timber towers: an engineer’s
pursuit of the perfect highrise
Research aims to increase strength of panel framing systems

Cont P 11

http://www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/
mailto:tanalised.au@lonza.com
mailto:tanalised.nz@lonza.com
mailto:scott.connor@lonza.com
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ENGINEERED WOOD CONSTRUCTION

Case studies timely presentation
at Taupo conference next month

ewp.asn.au

inbox@ewp.asn.au(07) 3250 3700 

Find out more about 
EWPAA certification.

The mark of 
safety, reliability 

and trust.
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His research will focus on 
buildings up to eight storeys, 
with the � ndings also 
expected to bene� t higher 
buildings.

The world’s tallest timber 
building, completed last 
year, is the 18-storey, 85.4 
m high Møstårnet building in 
Norway.

Dr Cowled said timber 
was fast gaining popularity 
with developers because 
it was quicker and cheaper 
to build with than concrete, 
and had great environmental 
credentials.

Advances in manufacturing 
techniques, such as cross 
laminated timber, and 
improvements in � re 
engineering had opened 
the door for taller, ‘greener’ 
buildings.

“But as the height 
increases, the amount of the 
building exposed to wind 

increases and that wind load 
needs to be transferred right 
down to the foundations,” 
he said.

“I’m aiming to increase 
the strength of timber panel 
framing systems, including 
the ‘shear walls’ which need 
to have enough stiffness to 
transfer the load down to the 
foundations.  This is one of 
the elements that stop taller 
buildings from swaying in 
cyclones or earthquakes.”

Dr Cowled’s research will 
include “some good old 
fashioned engineering tests 

– building walls and seeing 
how much it takes to knock 
them down”.

The testing will take 
place at QUT’s Banyo Pilot 
Plant over winter, with the 
Engineered Wood Products 
Association of Australasia 
also on board as an industry 
partner to supply materials 
and guidance.

Dr Cowled has a 
background in Queensland’s 
timber industry, having 
worked for seven years as 
a timber frame and truss 
detailer.

During that time he 
developed an intimate 
knowledge of timber as 
a material, the design 
and detailing of timber 
structures, the manufacturing 
capabilities of the industry 
at that time, and the timber 
industry more broadly.

“I’ve always loved working 
with timber and I’m really 
excited to get back into 
timber with this fellowship 
project.”

Dr Cowled, who is a QUT 
engineering graduate, also 
worked as a site engineer 
and structural engineer on 
high-rise projects, before 
returning to the university to 
lecture and conduct research 
with the Science and 
Engineering Faculty.

From P 10

Dr Craig 
Cowled… high 
rise out of timber, 
not steel, a solid 
idea.

EWPAA ON
BOARD AS
INDUSTRY
PARTNER

Forestry Corporation starts
recovery a� er Tingha � res
FORESTRY Corporation of 
NSW has started salvage-
harvesting of its burnt pine 
plantations at Mount Topper 
state forest in the NSW 
northern tablelands.

The forest is one of the 
many properties affected by 
devastating � res earlier this 
year.

While the entire 400 ha 
Mount Topper forest was 
burnt, damage to mature 
pine plantation was limited 
to around 300 ha of the 
remaining mature pine 
plantation thanks to recent 
harvesting operations.

Northern softwoods 
regional manager Jason 
Molkentin said that while 
state’s plantation had 
suffered extensive damage, 

there was a bigger picture.

“We are conscious that 
many properties were 
impacted far more than the 
losses we’ve sustained,” Mr 
Molkentin said.

“I’m also proud of the 
contribution of our staff, who 
worked with landholders and 
other agencies to protect life 
and property while the � re 
raged.”

There is potential to recover 
a signi� cant part of the value 
of burnt trees, provided 
the salvage operation is 
undertaken in a timely 
manner.

“Dead trees can readily 
deteriorate due to insect 
attack and decay, making logs 
potentially unsaleable,” Mr 
Molkentin said.

mailto:inbox@ewp.asn.au
http://www.ewp.asn.au
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needed to achieve the planting 
of an additional 400,000 ha of 
new plantations. 

These new plantations 
would create more jobs and 
inject an additional $5 billion 
into the national economy.

“Labor believes forestry 
sector policies must be 
developed through a whole-
of-government approach,” Mr 
Fitzgibbon said.

“Labor will work closely 
with all levels of governments 
to ensure that the sector 
reaches its full potential to the 
bene� t of industry, its workers 
and the wider Australian 

community, particularly those 
living in the regions.”

He said Labor’s $20 million 
investment in the forestry and 
forest products industry would 
include delivery of a national 
forestry summit and a national 
forestry strategic plan; 
remove the Carbon Farming 

Initiative (CFI) water rule; 
$13 million over four years 
for 13 regional forestry hubs 
including the identi� ed four 
trial sites; reform the Forest 
Industry Advisory Council 
by widening its membership 
to include broader industry 
and worker representation; 
funding for forestry and 

forest products industry 
worker safety initiatives; 
$4 million over three years 
to address identi� ed skill 
shortages in the forest and 
forest products industry; 
continued support for regional 
forest agreements, based on 
the best available science; 
expand export opportunities 
by working with industry to 
improve trading opportunities 
for the wood and paper 
products sectors; recognise 
the potential role of bio-energy 
and bio-mass in Australia’s 
renewable mix and through 
the National Forestry Summit 
and the bioenergy strategy, 
work with the industry and 
other stakeholders to ensure 
bioenergy plays a responsible 
and sustainable role in the 
future renewable energy 
economy.

THE INDUSTRY AND THE ELECTION

ENSURING THE 
SECTOR REACHES 
ITS ITS FULL
POTENTIAL

NSW

157 Briens Road 
Northmead, 2152 
t. (02) 9630 5622

NSW

17-23 Long� eld Street 
Lansvale, 2166 

t. (02) 9630 5622

QLD

8 Gay Street 
Coopers Plains, 4108 

t. (07) 3667 8217

VIC

372 Lower Dandenong Rd 
Braeside, 3195 

t. (03) 9034 3994

SA

48 Lipson Street 
Port Adelaide, 5015 

t. (03) 9034 3994

Find out why ATS Building Products stands out from the crowd.
www.atstimber.com.au

Not restricted to supplying 
conventional timber products, 
ATS Building Products has 
developed a diverse and 
extensive range of products and 
services not matched by others. 

And because our customers’ 
needs are important to us, we 
guarantee great value, 
will save time and give 
customer satisfaction every 
time because... we care.

From P 9

Broader membership in FIAC reform

Industry expansion… additional timber to support downstream 
businesses.

http://www.atstimber.com.au
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TREE BREEDING GENETICS

Gene editing programs earn TOP
marks from NZ foresters, farmers
THE NZ Forest Owners 
Association and Federated 
Farmers have congratulated 
the Opportunities Party for 
a balanced and sensible 
gene editing policy, which 
recognises the signi� cant 
economic and environmental 
bene� ts gene editing 
technology can provide.

The presidents of the 
respective organisations 
Peter Weir and Katie Milne 
say the time for an informed 
public debate is well overdue; 
genetic technologies have 
changed dramatically in 
recent years and their safety 
and value have been proven 
overseas.    

The Opportunities Party 
(TOP), founded in 2016 by 
economist and philanthropist 
Gareth Morgan, believes 
gene editing technology has 
the potential to treat a wide 
range of diseases with a 
genetic cause, ranging from 
cystic � brosis, Huntington’s 
disease, and Duchenne’s 
muscular dystrophy to cancer 
and heart disease.

“The TOP Party is quite 
right in highlighting the fact 
that modern genetic science 
is no longer about introducing 
the genetics of one species 
into another quite different 
species,” Peter Weir asserts.

“Gene editing is a 
sophisticated process of 
deliberately achieving with a 
high degree of certainty what 
nature and other methods of 
genetic manipulation achieve 
randomly.”

One particular opportunity 
is to develop sterile Douglas 
� r as a way to prevent the 
spread of wilding trees.

Ms Milne says the use of 
sterile trees has the potential 

to save farmers and the 
Crown millions of dollars.

“The current CRISPR-
Cas technology shows us 
ways to inhibit production 
of fertile seeds or pollen, 
without altering any other 
aspect of the tree,” she 
said. “The tree will not be 
able to spread seeds into 
surrounding pasture land, 
which solves the problem of 
wilding trees, New Zealand’s 
most expensive pest plant to 
control.  

“The tree’s growth 
is instead diverted into 
producing timber.”

Mr Weir says this ‘grown-
up’ approach to tree science 
is standard practice in a 
number of other parts of the 
world, particularly in North 
and South America.

He says there is potential 
for use of gene technology 
in areas such as predator 
control, greenhouse gas 
emissions, more sustainable 
food production and perhaps 
even in tackling kauri dieback. 

“These options deserve 
research and public debate,” 

Mr Weir said.

“In New Zealand the 
mind-set that gene editing 
and genetic engineering are 
scienti� c no-go areas has 
been predominant in our 

political parties for years,” 
Katie Milne said.

“It’s good that TOP has 
joined the National Party in 
challenging this mind-set.”

The TOP policy is to change 
the regulations and speed 
up the approval process 
for Kiwi scientists to use 
gene editing. It want to 
see applications with clear 
environmental, social, and 
economic bene� ts approved 
for release, not shoved on the 
back burner.

This will be done by 
narrowing the de� nition of a 
new organism in the HSNO 
Act, the party says. That 
means the plant varieties 
that scientists develop will be 
held to the same standard as 
those already imported.

www.nzwood.co.nz

We are celebrating. Exports of New Zealand 
forest products have topped $6 billion for the 
first time.

About half the value comes from shipments of sawn 
timber, paper and other processing.

Unlike the dairy industry, which exports nearly all it 
produces, for forestry, we use a lot in New Zealand. 
Most of our homes are made from wood.

RECORDS

LOVE OUR FORESTS

OUR ECONOMY DOES

1/   Gene science… economic 
and environmental bene� ts.
2/   Peter Weir
3/   Katie Milne.
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http://www.nzwood.co.nz
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FOREST ESTABLISHMENT

TOTAL FORESTRY SOLUTIONS.

Tigercat offers a full range of premium quality, purpose-built forestry machines specialized 

for high production applications. Tigercat customers are fully covered by Onetrak’s aftersales 

support including comprehensive field service capabilities, workshop facilities nationally, and 

an extensive parts distribution network Australia-wide.

Contact Onetrak today for all your forestry equipment needs.

1300 727 520           WWW.ONETRAK.COM.AU www.tigercat.com

Good design depends on close attention to detail 
and quality � nishing. 
Simmonds Select Mouldings provide the right 
product, whether interior or exterior, to give your 
required space the � nishing touch it needs.

Subtle but seen using ...
Simmonds Select quality 
timber moulding for 
attention to detail.

Management of 600,000 seedlings a
critical step in NSW’s forestry cycle
SEVEN staff have been 
welcomed at Tumut's 
Blowering Nursery in the NSW 
Riverina region to assist with 
Forestry Corporation of NSW’s 
annual pine seedling dispatch.

This brings the local nursery 
workforce to 17 people, who 
manage a critical step in the 
forestry cycle.

Plantation improvement 
manager Phil Green said 
the new recruits would be 
grading, packing and loading 
seedlings bound for state-
owned pine plantations around 
NSW from now until the 
middle of September.

“Over the May-September 
period each member of the 
nursery team will handle 
almost 600,000 seedlings as 
the team sorts through the 
nine million cells sown,” Mr 
Green said.

“Their work is essential to 
make sure that only those 

seedlings that meet our 
standards are dispatched for 
planting.

"Blowering Nursery is 
Forestry Corporation's largest 
production nursery, and we 
expect to get around 7.4 
million seedlings out the gate 
to our plantations during the 
winter planting period.

"Across the state we 
need more than nine million 
seedlings for this year's 

softwood planting program. 
In addition to the crop at 
Blowering, we've produced 
0.6 million seedlings from our 
nursery in Grafton and we are 
drawing the rest of our supply 
from private nurseries under 

contract.

"From here on in, we'll be 
working on the substantive 
task of distributing the 
seedlings to plantations 
near Bathurst, Lithgow, 
Oberon, Tumbarumba, 
Bombala, Orange, Walcha 
and Tumut, where they will 
be hand planted over an area 
equivalent of about 8000 
football � elds.”

Forestry Corporation of 
NSW manages more than 
200,000 ha of pine plantations 
which produce enough timber 
to build 25% of houses 
constructed in Australia each 
year.

These seedlings will re-
establish the state-owned 
pine plantations that were 
harvested over the past 
year, so these plantations 
can continue to supply local 
industry and the community 
with timber into the future.

PLANTING AREA
EQUIVALENT TO
8000 FOOTBALL
FIELDS

Clari� cation: Komatsu
An article in Timber & 
Forestry enews in the April 
25 edition (P. 12), ‘Komatsu 
future-proof factory one 

of largest investments in 
Sweden’, included the contact 
information for Komatsu 
Australia in the last paragraph. 

To clarify, Komatsu Forest 
and Komatsu Australia are 
two entirely separate entities. 
The contact information for 

Komatsu Forest in Australia 
is (02) 9647 3600; email info.
au@komatsuforest.com or 
www.komatsuforest.com.au

Induction day for new and returning Forestry Corp staff… Ryan Mitchell, 
Garry Stokes, Venetia Goode, Brent Edwards, John Peel and Joe Post.

mailto:info.au@komatsuforest.com
http://www.komatsuforest.com.au
http://www.simmondslumber.com.au
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FEDERAL ELECTION

Trees, trees and more trees needed! 

ALLOWING
FORESTRY TO
PARTICIPATE
IN CARBON
MARKETS

A show of women’s strength

FEDERAL ELECTION
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ALLOWING
FORESTRY TO
PARTICIPATE
IN CARBON
MARKETS

TOTAL FORESTRY SOLUTIONS.

Tigercat offers a full range of premium quality, purpose-built forestry machines specialized 

for high production applications. Tigercat customers are fully covered by Onetrak’s aftersales 

support including comprehensive field service capabilities, workshop facilities nationally, and 

an extensive parts distribution network Australia-wide.

Contact Onetrak today for all your forestry equipment needs.

PARTICIPATE
IN CARBON
MARKETS

1300 727 520           WWW.ONETRAK.COM.AU www.tigercat.com

http://www.tigercat.com
http://www.onetrak.com.au
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MORE than 40 industry 
professionals will converse 
with delegates on Day 
2 of the Timber Offsite 
Construction 2019 
conference and exhibition 
in Melbourne next month, 
promising to deliver diverse 
and thought-provoking panel 
sessions and workshops.

Morning panel sessions 
will focus on several of 
Australia’s outstanding 
building projects using offsite 
timber construction systems. 
Key participants will discuss 
challenges and share insights 
into the design and build 
process of their projects.

Developers, architects, 
engineers, builders, 
fabricators, and building 

materials 
suppliers will 
discuss their 
involvement in 
the following 
projects:

• The 
engineered 
wood of� ce 
buildings 
for Ballarat 
GovHub, 
Ballarat, Vic.

• Residence 
in glulam 
and CLT at 
Merrawarp 
Road, Ceres, Vic.

• The Our Lady of 
Assumption Catholic Primary 
School, Sydney.

• Vertical of� ce extension 
of 5 storeys at 276 Flinders 
Street, Melbourne.

Aernoon workshops 
are set to create open 

discussion on the ‘nuts and 
bolts’ for offsite building 
projects. Delegates will have 
the opportunity to discuss 
cost engineering guides, 
comparisons between 
systems, panelisation, 
software and manufacturing 
technologies, including 
timber connectors, Fire 

Protection Compliance and 
regulatory code changes. 

Conference director Kevin 
Ezard said the conference 
and exhibition – to be held 
at Melbourne’s Crown 
Promenade on June 17 and 
18 – led the way for global 
development and innovation.

“The expanded two-day 
program meets the need for 
more focused topics,” 
he said.

In addition to the 
impressive speaker line-up, 
exhibitors from across the 
globe will display the latest 
products and systems for 
offsite timber construction 
and mass wood systems.

For more information or to 
register for the conference 
and exhibition (early bird 
save $100) visit www.
frameaustralia.com

EVENTS ENGINEERED WOOD

Project discussion… residence in glulam and CLT at 
Ceres, Victoria.

2019 DANA
INNOVATIONS IN THE AUSTRALIAN

 22 - 23 July 2019 | PULLMAN HOTEL | KING GEORGES SQUARE | BRISBANE | AUSTRALIA

“Timber Queensland is pleased to partner with DANA on this exciting 
conference. It has an excellent line-up of international and national 
speakers on timber innovation, trade and investment opportunities. 
We encourage industry leaders to take advantage of the broad ranging 
programme” - Mick Stephens, Chief Executive

REG
IST
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NOW

Forest Industry Sector Conference & Field Trip

CLICK HERE For Website Or contact Julie Bell at admin@dana.co.nz

2019 DANA
INNOVATIONS IN THE AUSTRALIAN

 22 - 23 July 2019 | PULLMAN HOTEL | KING GEORGES SQUARE | BRISBANE | AUSTRALIA

“Timber Queensland is pleased to partner with DANA on this exciting 
conference. It has an excellent line-up of international and national 
speakers on timber innovation, trade and investment opportunities. 
We encourage industry leaders to take advantage of the broad ranging 
programme” - Mick Stephens, Chief Executive

REG
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INNOVATIONS IN THE AUSTRALIAN
Forest Industry Sector Conference & Field TripForest Industry Sector Conference & Field Trip

CLICK HERE For Website Or contact Julie Bell at admin@dana.co.nz

Packed program for timber o� site talks

NUTS AND BOLTS OF
OFFSITE BUILDINGS

http://www.frameaustralia.com
http://www.frameaustralia.com
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
www.danaevents.co.nz/2019brisbane
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EVERY forestry crew visited 
by Dr Tom Mulholland 
undergoes physical tests, 
which complete the KYND 
body consultation (an app 
that measures an employee’s 
health/well-being). He also 
screens for mental and social 
health through KYND, via  
one-to-one consultations.

After more than 25 years 
with the New Zealand 
Ministry of Health’s 
emergency department, Dr 
Mulholland – who started 
life as a forestry trainee – 
has remained dedicated to 
improving workforce health 
and safety.

Last year he spent six 
weeks on a road trip from 
the Far North to Bluff 
and back, supported by 
Rayonier Matariki and the 
Forest Industry Contractors 
Association. He began a 
partnership with Rayonier’s 
contractors and employees, 
encouraging them to 
download the app.

He then tested Rayonier’s 
crews and helped them to 
uncover their health numbers 
and provided tools to  
manage them.

“We got different degrees 
of enthusiasm, depending 
on the crews … but overall, 
everyone we spoke to 
de�nitely has an appreciation 
for health and safety,” Dr  
Tom said.

“A lot of them knew 
a person who had been 
injured or had been hurt 
themselves at some point 
in their career, which I think 
gave them an understanding 
of why these procedures are 
so important. Perhaps for 
some, health and safety can 
be a tick box, but Rayonier 
Matariki management is very 
committed to it.”

Dr Tom says key areas 
of concern among forestry 
workers include smoking and 
type 2 diabetes.

“Smoking rates are 
de�nitely higher than the 
national average, especially in 
the North Island. One crew is 
spending $52,000 a year on 
tobacco and we calculated 
that 30 crews would spend 
$1.5 million a year,” he said.

“Much of this is cultural and 
historical, and often involves 
peer pressure. It’s harder to 
be a non-smoker when the 
rest of the crew smoke. It’s 
also a risk as workers go 
through nicotine withdrawal 
at the end of the pay cycle 
and productivity drops as they 
roam the bush looking for 
smokes from their mates.

“I would like to see ‘smoke-
free forests’ and serious 
nicotine replacement therapy. 
It would make a massive 
difference to the mental 
and social health of forestry 
workers, their families and 
communities.

“We also found a high 
amount of anxiety and stress, 
and are continuing to research 
this. Production pressures 
and long hours are major 
contributing factors. And we 
determined that if you’ve had 
or witnessed an accident at 
work you are more likely to 
have anxiety. And if you have 
anxiety at work you’re more 
likely to have an accident. It’s 
a dangerous cycle that needs 
urgent attention, which is 
exactly what Rayonier got us 
to do when they sponsored 
our tour. 

“Like farming, the forest 

industry knows more about 
the health of what it is 
growing and the machinery 
than the health of the 
workers. If we are to plant a 
billion trees who is going to 
look after the people that tend 
them on a collective basis?”

Results from the project will 
enable Safetree (a resource 
run by the Forest Industry 
Safety Council) and individual 
forestry companies to 
“develop targeted initiatives 
to reduce health problems and 
ensure workers stay �t to do 
their jobs”.

Dr Tom adds that 
mechanisation will make for 
a safer workforce but not 
necessarily a healthier one. 
Less physical exertion will see 
workers in more sedentary 
jobs (like truck driving), 
resulting in more obesity, type 
2 diabetes and heart disease.

He nevertheless remains 
upbeat: “Forestry workers 
are practical people. If they 
see orange or red lights for 
conditions such as type 2 
diabetes, high blood pressure 
or depression, then – with a 
bit of guidance – they will take 
steps to �x the problem.”

HEALTH IN THE FOREST

SMOKING
RATES HIGHER
THAN NATIONAL
AVERAGE

Anxiety in the forest: a dangerous
cycle ringing bell for urgent action

Dr Tom’s wellness mission:

In this second part of a two-
part story, Dr Tom Mulholland 
expands on his mission to 
improve the health of forest-
ry workers – or, as he puts it 
succinctly, “health is safety 
and good mental health means 
fewer workplace accidents”. The 
�rst part of this story appeared 
in last week’s T&F enews.

Health and safety 
in the �eld… Dr 
Tom Mulholland 
talks with a 
forestry crew at 
a harvesting site 
in the remote 
Catlins region in 
the south-eastern 
corner of New 
Zealand’s South 
Island.

MICHAEL SMITH
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THE contraction in the housing 
market over the past six 
months has occurred faster 
and is larger in scale than the 
contraction experienced after 
the GFC.

That’s the opinion of 
Housing Industry Association 
senior economist Geordan 
Murray who says the 
decline has occurred in an 
environment when lending 
rates have remained relatively 
stable.

“Had the RBA lowered rates 
this week it may have eased 
some of the pressures in 
the housing market, but the 
acceleration in the downturn 
in building activity during 2018 
was largely due to regulatory 
imposts from state and federal 
governments,” he said.

Despite a signi�cant level of 
anticipation the Reserve Bank 
would cut interest rates this 
month, it has kept them on 
hold for the 30th consecutive 
meeting.

The record-low cash rate of 
1.5% cent has been at that 
level since the last move in 
August 2016, although money 
market traders do not expect it 
to stay there much longer.

Geordan Murray says 
governments should be 

looking at measures to 
make home ownership more 
accessible to households, 
both as owner-occupiers and 
investors. 

“Removing the counter 
cyclical measures introduced 
at the peak of the housing 
cycle would be a good place to 
start,” he said.

“This includes reviewing the 
appropriateness of assessing 
loan serviceability against an 
interest rate of 7%, almost 
double the current market 
rate. Reversal of the punitive 
rates of stamp duty on foreign 
investors is also overdue. 

“These measures would 

assist in restoring the 
con�dence in the housing 
market that was lost in 2018.”

The housing industry 
continues to complete work 
on existing projects but there 
are now fewer new projects 
under way. Approvals for the 
construction of new homes for 
the �rst three months of 2019 
equates to an annualised level 
of home building of around 
180,000 starts. This compares 

to 220,000 starts in 2018. 

Master Builders Australia 
has mapped out its Strong 
Building, Strong Economy 
campaign ahead of the federal 
election.

The campaign calls for the 
support of Master Builders’ 
policy ‘wish list’ to back small 
business, stop the bullying on 
building sites, boost house 
building activity and train more 
apprentices.

“Our election scorecard will 
inform our members across 
the country about how the 
major parties respond,” says 
CEO Danita Wawn said. 

“Advertising will be rolled 
out across the country 
opposing the abolition of 
the Australian Building and 
Construction Commission and 
an increase in capital gains tax 
and restrictions on negative 
gearing,” she said. 

“Both of these issues are of 
the utmost importance to our 
members – the builders and 
tradies that underpin a strong 
economy in cities, towns and 
regions around the country.

“Doubling capital gains tax 
and restrictions on negative 
gearing will mean that up  
to 42,000 new homes are  
not built.”

Managing changing landscapes
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Housing trends: is construction
cycle about to reach its peak?
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