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AN innovative partnership 
between Australian genetics 
technology �rm Gondwana 
Genomics and timberland 
investment manager New 
Forests aims to boost 
productivity in tropical 
eucalyptus plantations.

Following successful 
demonstrations, the two 
companies are collaborating 
on the world’s �rst large-
scale investment in tropical 
eucalyptus – Marker Assisted 
Selection (MAS) – to deliver 
signi�cant gains in tree 
plantation productivity 
and resilience at two New 
Forests’ investments in 
southeast Asia.

New Forests is an 
Australia-based investment 
manager responsible for 
more than $4.5 billion in 
assets under management 
across 915,000 ha of forests 
and land in Australia, New 

Zealand, southeast Asia, and 
the US.

The Singapore of�ce 
manages the company’s 
tropical forestry investments 
and operations in Southeast 
Asia.

Gondwana Genomics is 
a privately-held Australian 
company using pioneering 
genetic methods to make 
next generation tree breeding 

tools commercially available. 
The company holds an 
exclusive license to its MAS 
technology, which uses 
targeted DNA sequencing 
to identify speci�c genetic 
traits, such as disease 
resistance, strength, density, 
higher pulp yield, and faster 
growth.

The joint initiative will 
deploy MAS technology 

at two of New Forests’ 
investments from its Tropical 
Asia Forest Fund. Acacia 
Forest Industries of Sabah, 
Malaysia and Mekong Timber 
Plantations of central Laos 
will work together with 
Gondwana Genomics to 
execute a multi-year program 
of MAS tree breeding.

The program targets 

Customers SEE a difference  
in MicroPro Sienna.
Long Lasting Colour and Latest  
Generation MicroPro Preservative.
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NEWS TREE GENETIC TECHNOLOGY

MULTI-YEAR
PROGRAM OF
MAS TREE
BREEDING

Cont P 3

Genetic technology partnership to
boost growth of tropical eucalypts
Southeast Asia program targets better growth, yield and �bre

1

1/   Good genetics… expanding tropical eucalypt productivity.
2/   Robert Southerton…environmentally responsible.
3/   James Bullen… investments more resilient.
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improvements in growth, 
yield, and wood �bre 
characteristics while also 
seeking to enhance resilience 
to pests and disease. The 
collaboration aims to bring 
forward targeted growth 
improvements, resulting in 
faster growing plantations 
that achieve higher levels 
of performance in as little 
as three to �ve years, as 
compared to original targets 
of �ve to eight years.

“We are proud that New 
Forests has encouraged 
the adoption of our MAS 
technology at its southeast 
Asian timber plantations,” 
managing director at 
Gondwana Genomics Robert 
Southerton said.

“As an environmentally 
responsible and proven 
technology, MAS is attractive 
to companies such as New 
Forests who are seeking to 

enhance commercial returns 
from plantations but who 
also consider environmental 
factors and want healthy, 
genetically diverse 
plantations.

“Our MAS technology 
helps these plantations break 
through traditionally long 
breeding cycles and instead 
�nd ways to rapidly maximise 
yield and plantation quality.”

MAS technology is also 
known as smart breeding 
– it enables tree breeders 
to select for desirable traits 
and accurately predict the 
performance of a tree using a 
DNA test.

This MAS approach 
does not require genetic 
modi�cation but rather 
uses genetic sequencing to 
more accurately and rapidly 
identify traits in a structured 
breeding program. MAS 
technology enables highly 
targeted cross-breeding, 
with further tests able to 
determine whether offspring 
are inheriting the right 
genes from each parent, 
thereby speeding up the 
development of the next 
generation of elite trees. 

In commercial application, 
this can result in rapidly 
improving plantation 
quality to meet market and 
operational demands.

James Bullen, director of 
investments and operations 
for New Forests, says that by 
coordinating a collaboration 
among Mekong Timber 
Plantations, Acacia Forest 
Industries, and Gondwana 
Genomics, New Forests 
can leverage the genetic 
information of its two tropical 
eucalyptus plantations 
to accelerate breeding 
programs and achieve better 
results faster.

“This not only saves 
time and brings forward 
cash �ows, but it also will 
help make our plantation 
investments more resilient, 
diverse, and adaptable 
to a combination of 
market preferences and 
environmental conditions,” 
he said.

Pioneering genetics in tree breeding… working in the laboratory at Gondwana Genomics.

An industry-led program  
managed by ForestWorks

Skills Verification 
Program

FOLS

fols.forestworks.com.au 

1800 177 001

✔	Evidence of employees’  
 current skills and training
✔ Supports WHS  
 risk management
✔ Supports professionalism  
 and safety of industry

Discount  
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From P 2

TECHNOLOGY
ENABLES HIGHLY
TARGETED
CROSSBREEDING

On the cover: Tina Liu,  
laboratory assistant at  
Gondwana Genomics,  
performs a leaf punch to 
extract the DNA from a leaf 
sample.
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THE $20 million funding 
commitment earmarked in 
Tuesday’s federal Budget 
to underpin the initial 
implementation of a national 
forest industries plan has 
been welcomed by industry.

“The federal government 
has said it will deliver a 
new national blueprint for 
Australia’s forest industries 
later this year, something 
well overdue given the last 
major plans were in 1997 
and 1992,” AFPA CEO Ross 
Hampton said.

“The funding package 
committed in the Budget 
primes the pump to underpin 
the implementation of the 

plan,” he said.

The Budget, delivered by 
the Treasurer Scott Morrison 
will deliver $20 million over 
four years from 2018-19 to 
support growth in Australia’s 
renewable timber and wood-
� bre industry.

The National Forestry 
Industry Plan includes 
funding to:

• Transform farm forestry 
as a commercial enterprise 
supplying timber to Australia’s 
forestry sector.

• Enable the identi� cation, 
improvement and use of 
existing forest resources 
on Indigenous owned and 
managed land, and privately-
owned land.

• Drive further innovation, 
research and development 
of new products and value 

adding in the forestry 
industry.

• Determine opportunities 
and gaps in key regional 
forestry hubs.

Earlier this year, AFPA 
released a document 
‘Towards a National Forest 
Industries Plan: Key Industry 
Asks’ which outlined the 
signi� cant needs that forest 
industries require to remain 
a strong part of Australia’s 
economic and social future.

“Tuesday’s federal Budget 
made a great start on what 
Australia’s forest industries 
will require as part of a new 
national forest industries 
plan,” Ross Hampton said.

“AFPA and industry will 
continue to work with the 
federal government to ensure 
the elements needed to 
turbo-charge local timber 
products manufacturing in 
this country are delivered.

“Some 120,000 people 
are employed across 
the full value chain of 
forest industries and 
their contribution to rural 
communities across the 
country is essential.

“Furthermore, we need to 
work to reduce Australia’s $2 
billion annual trade de� cit and 
produce more value-added 
forest products locally.”

Aussie farmers, producers 
and exporters will enjoy 
better returns and more 
jobs thanks to key Budget 
initiatives, the Minister 
for Agriculture and Water 
Resources David Littleproud 
said.

“The Budget would help 

TABMA Apprentices and Trainees
We o�er simple recruitment solutions for entry level positions 
within the timber industry. For a free fact sheet or to �nd out 
more please contact us:

call 1800 822 621 or email: steve@tabma.com.au

NEWS 2018 BUDGET

$20m Budget injection to hasten
plan for national forest industries
Ingredients to ‘turbo-charge’ timber and wood � bre sector

1

1/   Among the trees… Scott 
Morrison arrives to deliver his 
Budget in Canberra.
2/   Ross Hampton… Budget 
primes the pump to underpin 
implementation of the forest 
industries plan.

2
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NEWS 2018 BUDGET

Smithco is the only company in the world exclusively 

dedicated to kiln fan propellers. Smithco’s 4-, 6-, 8-, and 12-bladed 

propellers are designed and manufactured exclusively for lumber 

drying operations like yours.

Smithco advantages include:

Changing World.
Unchanging
Performance.

7911 N.E. 33rd Dr. • Portland, OR 97211
Phone 503-295-6590 • 800-764-8456 U.S.
Fax 503-295-6822
www.smithcomfg.com • sales@smithcomfg.com  

• Operation up to 175 oC (350 oF) 
and 870 Pa (3.5 inch W.G.) 
static pressure

• Most items in stock to minimize 
order turnaround time

• Industry leader in reliability for 25 years

• Expert customer service specific 
to the lumber industry

• 100% reversible fl ow

• Pitch-adjustable blades

• Hub and blades made from 
high-strength, heat-treated 
aluminum alloy

• Stainless steel assembly hardware

• Any size from 760 mm to 
2,130 mm (30” to 84”)

grow our agricultural exports 
and jobs, underpinned by 
strong biosecurity,” he said.

“We are also focused 
on growing employment 
opportunities in regional 
and rural Australia through 
$20 million to support 
implementation of a national 
forestry industry plan.

“It is focused on growing 
our industry, including 

expanding the renewable 
timber and wood �bre 
industries, to take advantage 
of global demand for timber 
products.

Other key Budget 
measures included a 
$121.6 million investment 
in biosecurity systems to 
better manage future risks 
and maintain Australia’s 
favourable pest and disease 
status; $10.1 million for digital 
transformation of the APVMA 
and a $6.3 million extension 
of the initiative to improve 
grower access to minor-
use chemicals; and $6.6 
million for the Established 
Pest Animals and Weeds 
Management Pipeline.

From P 4

DELIVERING A
NEW NATIONAL
BLUEPRINT FOR
INDUSTRY

Budget will boost con�dence in
building and construction sector
BUILDING and construction 
investment is a major driver 
of the improvement in the 
Budget position, according to 
Master Builders Australia.

“Reducing the tax burden 
on households and small 
business is good for the 
economy and good for 
builders,” CEO Denita Wawn 
said.

“People may decide to 
renovate their kitchen sooner 
or buy their �rst home faster,” 
she said.

“It’s also great news that 
many small builders who are 
sole traders will also get tax 
relief in this Budget.

“Master Builders called for 
more certainty for state and 
territory governments to sign 
up to the $1.5 billion Skilling 
Australians Fund (SAF) and 

the government has listened. 
The SAF will focus on funding 
for new apprentice training 
initiatives that are no longer 
conditional on a levy of skilled 
migration.”

Mrs Wawn said $250 
million was available for state 
and territories in this �nancial 
year; a share of $50 million is 
available for governments that 

sign-up to the SAF prior to 
June 7 and $50 million a year 
over four years is available to 
states and territories who are 
signed up to the SAF. 

“The government’s 
infrastructure Budget will play 
a key role in setting the nation 
up for future prosperity,” 

she said. “The additional 
$24 billion investment in 
infrastructure across the 
country will boost the 
productivity and liveability of 
cities.

“Small businesses will 
bene�t from the extension 
of the $20,000 immediate 
tax write-off scheme until 
2019. There are more SMEs 
in buiding and construction 
than any other industry and 
this great news for mum and 
dad building businesses and 
tradies.”

Mrs Wawn said the 
uncorporated small business 
tax discount rate would 
increase from 5% to 8%, 
allowing SME builders to 
write-off their assets faster.

1

1/   Budget… good for the  
economy and good for builders.
2/   Denita Wawn… funding for 
new apprenticeship training.

2

BOOSTING THE
PRODUCTIVITY
AND LIVEABILITY
OF OUR CITIES
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WITH softwood timber 
imports continuing to 
increase, the Australian 
Timber Importers Federation 
is encouraging resellers and 
manufacturers to continue 
to stay in close contact with 
their wholesale suppliers.

“We know that overall 
global supply is tightening 
and domestic production 
is � at lining, so a close 
relationship with wholesalers 
is a valuable way to 
understand current and 
future supply challenges,” 
ATIF general manager John 
Halkett said.

He points to Forest and 
Wood Products data and 
analysis con� rming that 
sales of domestically-
produced softwood timber 

declined 2.3%, or 73,531 
cub m, in the year ended 
February 2018, while over 
the same period, softwood 
timber imports rose 12.6% 

or 72,555 cub m.

This is almost an exact 
volume swap between local 
production and imports and 
underscores the extent to 
which both components 
of supply are required 
to meet the demands 
of the domestic market. 
(The diagram on Page 9 
shows domestic sales of 
softwood timber, reported by 
producers to FWPA, coupled 
with the monthly imports of 
softwood timber products).

Although this does show a 
rise in imports (in blue) and 
a drop-off in local sales (in 
red), as the headline analysis 
indicates, one appears to 
have replaced the other 
over the last few months, 
presumably as a result in the 
main of the closure of the 

Morwell sawmill.

The data demonstrates 
that for the year-ended 
February, imports accounted 
for 17.4% of the combined 
total – up from the 15.4% a 
year earlier.

The FWPA analysis 
shows that two grades 
have contributed most of 
the growth – dressed sawn 
softwoods, other than 
radiata, and dressed sawn 
softwood of � r or spruce).

Combined, these imports 
of softwood timber products 
delivered all of the import 
growth. Combined for the 
year ended February 2018, 
they totalled 293,127 cub m, 
up 64.6% on the prior year. 
Most recently, these two 
grades combined accounted 
for 45.3% of imports over 
the year, up from 31% a year 
earlier.

The data suggests that 
rising imports of what 
amounts to the main 
structural softwood timber 
products are � lling a gap left 
by domestic production that 
remains under pressure.

John Halkett says it is 
apparent higher softwood 
timber product demand in 

INDUSTRY FOCUS TIMBER IMPORTS

• Speaker sessions on Building Design, 
Technology, Manufacturing and Construction.

• Panel discussions on Construction projects 
in timber frame and engineered wood.

• Delegate Tours to building construction 
sites and manufacturing plants.

• Exhibition booths displaying latest software 
and technologies, construction systems, 
manufacturing equipment, and new 
building materials now available.

   This unique event is at the leading edge of
   knowledge andessential for learning more 
   about timber frame and mass wood 
   construction systems.
   More information and on-line 
   registration at the website
   www.frameaustralia.com

Frame Australia 
Conference 
& Exhibition
June 18-19 
at Park Hyatt 
Melbourne
Principal Supporter

Principal Partner

The major national event for design, 
manufacture and construction of timber 
and mass wood buildings

SAVE $100  Early Bird 
closes 

next week

Australia faces big challenges as
so� wood timber supplies ‘so� en’

TWO GRADES
CONTRIBUTE
MOST TO 
GROWTH
OF IMPORTS

Cont P 9

1

2

1/   Strong rebound in US 
housing… new home starts, 
renovations and non-residential 
construction means overseas 
supplies will be crucial. 
2/   John Halkett… industry must 
keep in touch with wholesale 
suppliers.

http://www.frameaustralia.com
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Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

JUNE
18-19: FRAME 2018
Conference and Exhibition –
Park Hyatt Melbourne. Focus
on timber offsite construction,
expanding local and global
markets for timber buildings
and the digital future ahead
in design, manufacture and
construction of timber frame
multi-residential and mass
timber commercial buildings.
Contact Kevin Ezard, Frame
Australia conference director,
on 0419 538 638. Email:
kevin@frameaustralia.com
Visit www.frameaustralia.com

20:  AFPA Parliamentary 
Friends of Forestry and 
Forest Industries Dinner 
– Mural Hall, Parliament
House, Canberra. 6pm.
Contact: (02) 6285 3833.

20-21: FIEA Wood�ow 2018
– Melbourne, Australia.
26-27: FIEA Wood�ow 2018
– Rotorua, NZ.
The objective, with 30-40%
of delivered log costs being
contributed by transport, is to
improve efficiencies through
the wood supply chain. It
builds on the success of the
HarvestTECH 2017 event.
Unique opportunity to learn
about innovations being
developed and employed to
assist in harvest and transport
planning, logistics and
operations.
Visit www.woodflow.events

20-22: WoodSolutions Tour 
for building professionals
– Melbourne, Wodonga, 
Sydney. The tour commences
in Melbourne, travelling by
coach to Wodonga to see

XLAM’s CLT plant. Following 
this, flights to Sydney have 
been arranged as well as 
overnight accommodation, if 
required. The tour continues 
June 21 and 22 inspecting 
many buildings currently 
being constructed or 
recently completed in and 
around Sydney. Buildings 
range from CLT timber 
apartments, offices, schools 
and community halls as well 
as a laminated veneer lumber 
industrial shed and a 6-storey 
timber-framed apartment 
building. Contact (02) 8920 
0446 or info@tdansw.asn.au

JULY
4-7: AWISA 2018 – ICC
Sydney Exhibition Centre,
Darling Harbour Sydney.
Australia’s largest ever
exhibition of woodworking
technology and design at
Sydney’s exciting new multi-
level venue. Machinery,
tooling, software, materials,
fittings and services for the
wood and panel processing
industries.
Visit www.awisa.com

12-14: Inaugural
International Furniture Show
Australia – International
Convention Centre,
Sydney. Presentations
by Australian retailers and
wholesalers and opportunity
to deal directly with global
furniture manufacturers from
countries such as China,
India, Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Philippines and
Pakistan. Excellent platform
for Australian manufacturers
to reach out to buyers

from within Australia and 
New Zealand. Contact 
Australasian Furnishing 
Association at compliance@
australianfurniture.org.au

AUGUST
8: FIEA Forest Industry 
Safety and Technology 2018 
– Rotorua, NZ.
15: FIEA Forest Industry
Safety and Technology 2018
– Melbourne, Australia.
Covering updates and
developments in forest
industry safety, as well as
providing a space for sharing
ideas on how people, culture,
technologies and systems
are used to improve the
safety of workers. Visit www.
forestsafety.events

SEPTEMBER
2-5: IFA and AFG Conference
– University House,
Australian National
University. Titled ‘Forests
for healthy cities, farms and
people’. Title ‘Forests for
healthy cities, farms and
people’. It will be preceded
by AFG’s pre-conference
tour from Friday, August 31,
to Sunday, September 2.
Contact: (02) 6153 3044 or
visit www.forestry.org.au

11-12: FIEA WoodTech 2018
– Melbourne, Australia.
18-19: FIEA Woodech 2018
– Rotorua, NZ.
Drymill scanning, wood
machining, timber
manufacturing. Includes
timber scanning and
optimisation, timber gluing
and laminating, finger-
jointing, cross cutting, timber

machining, kiln drying and 
timber finishing technologies. 
Visit www.woodtech.events

OCTOBER
1-3: 2018 DANA NZ
Forest-Wood Processing 
Conference & Optional Field 
Trip – Wairakei Resort, Taupo. 
Theme: ‘Does the NZ industry 
have to be world class to 
compete in the world?’
One-and-half day conference, 
followed by one-and-half field 
Trip with nine Central North 
Island industry and industry-
related site visits. Pre-
conference afternoon / dinner 
cruise on Lake Taupo. Contact 
Julie Bell admin@dana.co.nz 
or visit www.danaevents. 
co.nz/2018taupo/

9-11: 2018 DANA Australian 
Forest-Wood Processing 
Conference & Optional 
Field Trip – Hotel Grand 
Chancellor, Launceston. 
One-and-half day conference, 
one-and-half day field trip. 
Contact Julie Bell admin@ 
dana.co.nz or www. 
danaevents.co.nz/2018tas/

19: Victorian Association 
of Forest Industries annual 
dinner – RACV Club, 
Melbourne. Tickets available 
from VAFI in July. Contact 
VAFI on (03) 9611 9000 or 
info@vafi.org.au

19th Australian Timber 
Design Awards in Sydney. 
Full details TBA. Entries open 
February 12 and close July 
6. Judging period July 16-20. 
People’s Choice voting July 
23-August 17. Awards gala 
dinner mid-October. Visit 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AUSTRALASIA

TCA has a clear view to the future
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MAY
21-25: International 
Conference on Ozone 
and Plant Ecosystems 
– Florence, Italy. This 
conference will allow all 
experts in the interactions 
between ozone and plant 
ecosystems to meet and 
discuss the state of the 
art and the strategies for 
continuous improvements. 
See: www.conference2018.
wixsite.com/ozoneandplants 
Email: ozoneandplants2018@
gmail.com

JUNE
3-9: 3rd DANA China wood 
industry tour – China. 
Manzhouli on Russia-China 
border, and Chongqing port 
and wood processing site 
visits, and to Chengdu Panda 
Breeding Centre. For further 
information, see: www.
danaevents.co.nz  
Email: admin@dana.co.nz,  
Tel: + 647 3492764  
Skype: admin.dana1

18-19: West and Central 
Africa Summit – Libreville, 
Gabon. To improve skills, 
share experiences and identify 
collaboration opportunities for 
the forest and wood-based 
industry associations of West 
and Central Africa.  
For further information 
go to www.gtf-info.com 
and enquiries direct to 
africasummit@gtf-info.com  

JULY
16-20: COFO 23 - World 

Forest Week – Rome, Italy. 
For further information see 
www.fao.org/about/meetings/
cofo

SEPTEMBER
4-6: 8th World Congress on 
Biofuels and Bioenergy – 
Zurich, Switzerland.  
For further information see: 
www.biofuels-bioengery.
conferenceseries.com/Europe

16-17: 8th China Global 
Wood Trade Conference and 
Tour – Chongqing, China.  
FEA Canada and China 
Timber & Wood Products 
Distribution Association. 
This will be the fourth joint-
conference that both groups 
have been collaborated. The 
2018 event s expected to 
set record attendance levels. 
See: www.woodmarkets.
com/conference/conferences-
china/2018-china-global-wood-
trade-conference/

17-21: RISI Tenth 
International Wood�bre 
Trade Conference – Durban, 
South Africa.  
See: www.events.risiinfo.
com/wood-fiber/  
Email: conferences@risi.
com, Tel: + 866.271.8525, + 
32.2.536.0748

17-21: Managing Eucalyptus 
plantations under global 
changes – Le Corum, 
Montpellier, France IUFRO.  
Improving resource use 
efficiency in eucalypt 
plantations. See: www.iufro.
org and www.cirad.fr

25-26: FSC Asia Paci�c 
Business Forum 2018 
– Mumbai, India.  
Email: info@au.fsc.org

OCTOBER
18-20: Timber Legality 
Research Symposium – 
University of Copenhagen, 
Copenhagen, Denmark.  
To be held in association with 
the Forests & Livelihoods: 
Assessment, Research, and 
Engagement network.  
See: www.
globaltimbertrackingnetwork.
org/event/timber-legality-
research-symposium  
Email: cph@ifro.ku.dk

23-27: 4th International 
Congress on Planted 
Forests – Nanning, Guangxi, 
China. Congress aims to 
investigate the contribution 
of planted forests to green 
development in the context 
of global changes. Topics will 
include the sustainability of 
planted forests in the context 
of changing climates and the 
future role of planted forests 
in bio-resources sustainability, 
environmental protection and 
green development.  
See: www.efiatlantic.efi.int/
portal/events/ 
Email:  
christophe.orazio@efi.int

NOVEMBER
5-10: 54th Session of the 
International Tropical Timber 
Council and Sessions of 
the Associated Committees 
– Yokohama, Kanagawa, 

Japan. ITTO Secretariat. See: 
www.itto.int/workshop_detail 
Email: itto@itto.int  
Tel: +81-45-223-1110

12-17: 2nd DANA 2-day 
Central America and 
Andes Forestry Sector 
Investment Conference – 
Cancun Mexico. With 2-day 
optional pre-conference field 
trip to teak and eucalyptus 
plantations; a large modern 
MDF mill in Villahermosa 
region; and a 2- day optional 
post-conference tour to 
Mayan archaeological and 
recreational sites. For further 
information: www.danaevents.
co.nz/2018mexico/

12-18: XI International 
Workshop on Uneven-aged 
Silviculture: Challenges 
for increasing adaptability 
– Valdivia, Chile. Uneven-
aged silviculture is attracting 
increased interest due to its 
positive effects upon carbon 
sequestration, biodiversity, 
landscapes, and in its ability to 
provide a range of goods and 
services from managed forest 
ecosystems. Do uneven-aged 
forests have better options 
for adaptation to these future 
changes?  
See: www.uas.uach.cl/2018  
Email: pdonoso@uach.cl

• Please send any events 
listings to johnh@
timberandforestryenews.
com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS GLOBAL

take it to the next level

Australia’s largest ever 
exhibition of woodworking 
technology and design at 
Sydney’s exciting new  
multi-level venue

AWISA 
2018 ICC Sydney  

Exhibition Centre
Darling Harbour 
Sydney

www.awisa.com

http://www.conference2018.wixsite.com/ozoneandplants
http://www.danaevents.co.nz
http://www.danaevents.co.nz
mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
http://www.gtf-info.com
mailto:africasummit@gtf-info.com
http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/cofo
http://www.biofuels-bioengery
http://www.woodmarkets
http://www.events.risiinfo
http://www.iufro
http://www.cirad.fr
mailto:info@au.fsc.org
http://www.globaltimbertrackingnetwork
http://www.globaltimbertrackingnetwork.org/event/timber-legality-research-symposium
mailto:cph@ifro.ku.dk
http://www.efiatlantic.efi.int/portal/events
mailto:christophe.orazio@efi.int
http://www.itto.int/workshop_detail
mailto:itto@itto.int
http://www.danaevents
http://www.uas.uach.cl/2018
mailto:pdonoso@uach.cl
mailto:ozoneandplants2018@gmail.com
http://www.awisa.com
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the US and Europe, and the 
probability that this demand 
will in part be satis�ed 
by companies currently 
supplying into the Australian 
market, is likely to have 
implications for ongoing 
softwood supply certainty 
at a time when the building 
and construction industry is 
becoming more reliant on 
imported softwood timber 
products.

The Softwood Lumber 
Supply and Demand 
Outlook for the US market 
2017-2030 indicates 
that US consumption of 
softwood timber is likely 
to reach record highs by 
2030, resulting in export 

opportunities for sawmills in 
Europe and Latin America.

Based on the report, 
major supplying regions into 
the US are likely to include 
Brazil, Chile, Germany and 
the Nordic countries. The 
report projects a very strong 
rebound in the US in housing 

starts, renovations and 
non-residential construction, 
meaning that overseas 
supplies will be crucial and 
will reach a market share of 
more than 10% by 2030.

John Halkett said this 
combination of trading 
factors should be cause for 

serious concern in Australia.

“Plus, these exports 
currently supplying the 
Australian market are likely 
to favour US markets when 
supply capacity shortens, 
rather that more distant and 
less commercially attractive 
markets in Australia,” he said.

ATIF is continuing to talk 
to existing and prospective 
new suppliers of structural 
softwood timber products in 
Europe, South America and 
New Zealand.

“However, while current 
levels of supply into 
Australia are not in question, 
the strong international 
competition for structural 
softwoods means that 
additional supplies of 
imported softwood timber 
are likely to be modest, Mr 
Halkett said.
(Preparation of this article was 
assisted by the April edition 
of the FWPA Statistics Count 
newsletter).

INDUSTRY FOCUS TIMBER IMPORTS

WHAT A WEEK FOR WOOD!

STRONG GLOBAL
DEMAND FOR
STRUCTURAL
SOFTWOODS

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

From P 6

SAWN SOFTWOOD LOCAL SALES & IMPORTS

Saluting timber industry pioneers
GETTING 
together at 
Sanctuary 
Cove this 
week to 
discuss 
the Timber 
Pioneers 
Luncheon in 
Brisbane next 
month are industry friends 
(with the companies they 
were associated with or 
are still operating) seated, 
Charlie Henry (Charlie Henry 
Timbers), John Crooke 
(Queensland Sawmills), Noel 
Grif�ths (Fineline Timbers), 
Frank Withey (Standard 
Sawmilling), and standing, 
David McIntyre (Trans-Global 
Timbers), Don Towerton 
(Thora Wholesale Timbers), 
and Jim Bowden (Timber and 
Forestry enews).

The pioneers’ luncheon 
will be held on Friday, June 

1, starting at 12 noon at the 
historic Pineapple Hotel (built 
in 1864), 706 Main Street, 
Kangaroo Point, near the 
site of Queensland's second 
steam sawmill started by the 
Cox family and Robert and 
Walter Birley in 1857.

The mill was producing 
40,000 super�cial feet 
of sawn timber weekly 
operating a 45 hp high-
pressure steam engine, two 
circular saw benches, planing, 
and tonguing, grooving and 
moulding machines imported 
from England.
• See notice, Page 17.

mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
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WITH a job like mine you 
develop a pretty thick skin. 
You have to – it’s still a male-
dominated world here at the 
sharp end of the forestry 
business.

A lot of the blokes I meet 
you’d rather not feed, so you 
learn to just get on with it, 
bite your lip and let it wash 
over you.

But some things really do 
make my blood boil, and none 
more so than the short-term 
politics around the transfer of 
good productive native forest 
to national parks.

We saw a complete 
disgrace when, without 
notice, the NSW Labor 
government transferred long-
productive red gum forest 
around Deniliquin to national 
park just before the 2011 
state election. You can bet it 
was an attempt to win inner-
Sydney seats for fear they 
would go to the Greens.

Absolutely no thought was 
given to the interests and 
welfare of local businesses, 
families and towns that had 
been sustainably managing 
these forests since way back 
when. It was a total travesty 
that made me furious and 
very sorry for my country 
brothers and sisters who had 
been put to the sword by a 
syndical Sydney-centric state 
government.

But perhaps an even 
greater irony is that having 
created a national park 
monster in New South 
Wales, the government is 
now cutting the park service 
off at the knees. Some say, 
well, they deserve it, but the 

story of the mismanagement 
of NSW national parks is a 
human misery about as bad 
as the treatment metered 
out to red gum forest 
communities.

Michael McFadyen worked 
for the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service for 30 
years before he was made 
redundant. In an article 
published in the Sydney 
Morning Herald titled ‘I have 
watched and mourned as 
NSW national parks have 
been run into the ground’, he 
details how his father started 
working for the NPWS when 
it was established in 1967, 

and how he followed in his 
dad’s footsteps, joining the 
service in 1975 and staying 
until he was made redundant 
in 2015.

Michael recounts how he 
has watched and lamented 
that the NPWS has been 
squeezed so hard over the 
past 15 years that every bit 
of life has been extracted 
from it, and how through 
continuous reorganisations 
and redundancies the number 
of rangers employed to run 
parks has dropped down to 
200.

“Infrastructure is falling 
apart due to lack of money for 
maintenance,” Michael said. 
“Camping areas all across 
the state appear to have been 
abandoned. This important 
part of NSW's heritage has 

been abandoned.”

Michael added that the 
ability of remaining staff to 
perform essential services 
has been threatened by 
ongoing cuts and job losses.

“Staff have been blind-
sided by restructures that 
see experienced experts 
pushed out the door,” he 
says. “Hundreds of staff 
are affected, including 
those responsible for 
invasive species and �re 
management.”

Michael asserts that the 
public will soon notice the 
consequences of fewer 
rangers, closed tracks, 
less maintenance of visitor 
facilities and encroaching 
invasive weed species.

So there you have the 
national parks tragedy. Parks 
established in haste for 
grubby short-term political 
motives and now all but 
abandoned. 

I say it’s a bloody disgrace. 
Leaving it as productive 
forest, employing country 
people and making a return to 
the state seems the simple 
obvious answer, or am I 
missing something? Now 
perhaps it is too late – what 
do you think?

Catch you next time.

Cheryl

COMMENT FORESTRY

Sustainable cities theme of global UN celebration

With CHERYL FORREST

TRUNK LINES

National parks a national travesty
�e human misery
of grubby politics
for short-term gain

On the road to… where? Creating a national park monster.

National parks rangers… a disappearing breed.
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EVENTS DOING BUSINESS IN QUEENSLAND CONFERENCE

THE NUMBER 
OF RANGERS
EMPLOYED TO
RUN PARKS HAS
DROPPED TO 200

www.komatsuforest.com.au

Komatsu Forest Pty Ltd.
11/4 Avenue of Americas

Newington NSW 2127 Australia
T: +61 2 9647 3600

E: info.au@komatsuforest.com

Komatsu 931XC

8 WHEELS 
DONE RIGHT

Extremely stable. Extremely low ground pressure.

The Komatsu 931XC lives up to its name: it’s a machine that remains 
productive even in eXtreme Conditions. The combination of Komatsu’s 
unique underlying harvester concept and a completely new solution with 
a suspended bogie in the rear frames enables this machine to deliver 
unbeatable stability. The low centre of gravity and even weight distribution 
give the XC model incredible hill climbing ability and an unbelievably low 
ground pressure of just 0.3/0.35 kg/cm2.

http://www.komatsuforest.com.au
mailto:info.au@komatsuforest.com
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IT has been just over �ve 
years since the �rst mass 
timber CLT building was 
completed in Australia – Forte 
Living by Lendlease, a 10 
storey (9 on 1) apartment 
building in Melbourne. For a 
while it was the world’s tallest 
modern timber building. 
Since then there have been 
around 30 other mass timber 
buildings constructed or under 
construction in Australia. 
Many of these are houses 
or extensions to existing 
buildings but surprisingly 
there has been some tall 
buildings among them which 
is exciting for the timber 
industry.

Notable mass timber 
projects completed include 
the Forte Living 10 storey 
apartments, Melbourne; 
The Gardens, 6, 7 and 
8-storey apartments, Sydney; 
International House, Sydney; 
7 storey of�ce building, 
Sydney; and Verde, 5-storey 
apartment, Adelaide.

Projects under construction 
include AVEO Retirement 
Living, 11 storey-apartments, 
Sydney; K5, 10-storey 
of�ce, Brisbane; ANU 
Teachers Facilities and 
Student Accommodation, 
2 x 10-storey, 1 x 7 storey, 
Canberra; 55 Southbank 
Boulevard, hotel, 10 storeys 
over an existing 6-storey, 
Melbourne; Taronga Retreat, 
5-storey hotel, Sydney; C1, 
7-storey of�ce building, 
Sydney.

Alongside these are number 
of buildings in the design 
and approval stage; most are 
of�ce buildings, apartments 
and hotels. Surprisingly, there 
is very little construction 

occurring in the low to 
mid-rise market which has 
become an almost-forgotten 
sector for the mass timber 
building market in Australia, at 
odds with European and North 
American experience.

It appears builders are 
leading the charge for 
mass timber. We saw CLT 
�rst come to the market 
through Lendlease, a 
large international builder 
and developer, and then 
Strongbuild joined the party.

These two builders have 
been matching each other 
with an impressive array of 
projects and recently both 
have invested in their own 
fabrication facilities to process 
blank CLT and produce 
panelised timber framed 
systems.

Holz DC and Atelier Projects 
are two new builders that 
have just joined the market. 
Holz (wood in German) is 
focused on CLT and has 
completed three low-rise 
residential projects south 
of Sydney, with many more 
in the pipeline. Atelier 
Projects has three projects in 
Melbourne under construction 
– a �ve-storey townhouse, 
a child care centre and a 
10-storey extension of an 
existing building for a new 
hotel.

In comparing where 
Australia sits in the world 
of tall timber buildings, it is 
�rst necessary to understand 
what a tall timber building is. 
Looking at the Centre of Tall 
Buildings and Urban Habitat 
global audit, seven storeys 
is the minimum. However, 
this needs to be overlaid with 
conditions: storeys only count 

if they are timber; timber 
is the main load bearing 
element; and the buildings are 
modern (since 2008).

Applying this measure, 
Australia has around 15% of 
the world’s tall modern timber 
buildings with only Sweden 
ahead of Australia and the 
UK. Both Sweden and the 
UK have been building mass 
timber buildings for longer 
so you would expect them 
to be ahead but considering 
Australia only completed its 
�rst mass timber building �ve 
years ago this is an impressive 
start for us.

There has been a code 
change, a desire for off-
site manufactured building 
elements, sustainability and 
a ‘want to do something 
different’, exciting and new 
as well as address Australia’s 
expensive site construction 
costs.

To understand why, there is 
an opportunity to see and hear 
for yourself what is happening 
in mass and off-site timber 
construction in Australia. 
WoodSolutions has organised 
a tour of the recently opened 
XLAM CLT plant in Wodonga, 
Vic, and then following this is 
a two-day visit to Sydney to 
see a number of mass timber 
buildings under construction 
or recently completed.

You can either start the 
tour in Melbourne or Sydney 
commencing June 20, 21 and 
22. The tour follows Frame 
Australia’s Timber Offsite 
Construction conference on 
June 18 and 19.

Visit www.woodsolutions.
com.au/calendar/
woodsolutions-tour-
melbourne-wodonga-sydney

AN IMPRESSIVE
START FOR NEXT
GENERATION
OF MASS TIMBER
BUILDERS

MASS TIMBER WOODSOLUTIONS TOUR

�e rise and rise again of mass
timber construction in Australia
ANDREW DUNN

1

1/   On the rise… Aveo 11-storey 
CLT apartment building in Sydney.
Image by Strongbuild
2/   Andrew Dunn… a new code of 
change.

2

http://www.woodsolutions.com.au/calendar/woodsolutions-tour-melbourne-wodonga-sydney
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FIRE has traditionally 
been regarded, somewhat 
mendaciously, as timber’s 
biggest weakness, but 
ironically that fear could 
be trounced at its heart: 
engineered wood from Hyne 
Timber allied with the latest 
technology are imbedded in 
a proposal to build a �re and 
rescue station.

Hyne Timber is set to 
be the �rst glue laminated 
timber manufacturer in 
Australia to provide Building 
Information Modelling (BIM) 
content for GLT in the project 
– the �re and rescue station 
and regional headquarters in 
Queensland’s ‘timber capital’ 
Maryborough.

Hyne Timber’s manager, 
strategic relations, Katie 
Fowden, said scanning, 
3D modelling and topology 
optimisation were also 
elements of the technology 
that would be used by the 
collective design team. 
The BIM content for GLT 
would be in accordance with 
recently developed AS/NZS 
BIM standards.

The development will be 
a key presentation titled 

‘Engineered Timber Fire 
Station: A Collaborative 
Journey of Innovation’ in the 
Technology session at the 
Frame 2018 conference in 
Melbourne in June.

The proposal has 
been welcomed by the 
Queensland government 
after considering the design 
under the state’s market-led 
proposal framework.

The project is led by 
Hyne Timber in partnership 
with the University of 
Queensland Centre for 

Future Timber Structures, 
Hutchinson Builders, X-Lam 
and Brisbane-based Baber 
Studio.

RevitR software users can 
now access the Hyne Timber 
‘GLT families’ for designs 
incorporating Australian-
graded, independently 
certi�ed products for 

their timber projects 
while ensuring product 
speci�cations are accurate 
and reliable.

Hyne Timber’s GLT 
business development 
manager Rob Mansell 
said this was an important 
milestone for the design 
and construction industry; 
engineered timber was 
increasingly speci�ed for 
its structural, visual and 
environmental bene�ts.

“Technology is 

FRAME 2018 ENGINEERED WOOD

PROJECT A
COLLABORATIVE
JOURNEY OF
INNOVATON

Proposal puts Hyne �rst to build
�re and rescue station using GLT

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

You can be assured that wood carrying  
the Responsible Wood mark has come from  

certified Australian forests that are sustainably 
managed to the highest global standards.

Cont P 14

Forecasting, where robust analysis 
meets instinct and experience

View to the  
future… Kim 
Baber (left) 
confers with 
Kate Humphreys, 
former manager, 
University of 
Queensland  
Centre for Future 
Timber  
Structures, Gillian 
Angliss, a UQ 
civil engineering 
student, and 
�re �ghter Les 
Francis at the 
top of the �re 
station tower in 
Maryborough. 

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/
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transforming the way 
buildings are designed and 
BIM provides insight and 
tools to more ef� ciently 
plan, design, construct 
and manage buildings,” Mr 
Mansell said.

“As momentum grows 
towards the mandatory 
adoption of BIM, ensuring 
our product range provides 
BIM content is timely.”

Providing BIM content 
for GLT is an innovation 
integral to Hyne’s proposal 
to design and build the 
new Queensland Fire and 
Emergency Services (QFES) 
Complex in Maryborough, 
from locally-grown and 
engineered timber.

The proposal is 
progressing through ‘Stage 
2’, but the company’s BIM 
content is available to 
download now and is already 
being used by the design 
team.

The principal architect 
Kim Baber said this was an 
example of the bene� ts of 
early contractor involvement.

“For commercial projects, 
it isn’t simply a case of 
placing an order of GLT 
products. We need timber 
experts on the design team 
from the start,” Mr Baber 
said.

“Working closely from 
the concept stage means 
we now have BIM content 
for the GLT components, 
something that didn’t 
previously exist.”

Mr Baber said all product 
details, from dimensions, 
mass and volume, down to 
the colour and texture of GLT, 
could be brought into the 3D 
model in a single integrated 
BIM element.

“This means we can 
exchange quantitative 
information with our 
consultant team, particularly 
the structural engineer, as 
well as clients, all from the 
same model,” he said.

“Commercial projects 
require service and 
innovative solutions, and that 
is exactly what Hyne Timber 

has provided, enabling 
improved accuracy when 
sharing technical building 
information and saving 
considerable time.”

Hutchinson Builders design 
manager Luke Churchin said 
GLT BIM content provided 
value beyond ef� ciencies 
during the design and 
construction stages.

“As a building company, 
it is important for us to 
provide the client with as 
much detail as possible in 
relation to the life cycle of 

the building,” he said.

“The bene� ts of BIM 
include the capacity to store 
data and detail relating to the 
project such as certi� cation, 
chain of custody, inventory, 
warranties, energy 
consumption, equipment 
information and periodic 
maintenance procedures.

“This can simply be 
passed on to the end user 
for their facility management 
and ongoing building 
operation,” Mr Churchin said.

The Frame 2018 Timber 
Offsite Construction 
conference and exhibition 
will be staged at the Park 
Hyatt in Melbourne on June 
18 and 19.

Visit: www.frameaustralia.
com

IMPROVED
ACCUARACY
IN SHARING
TECHNICAL
INFORMATION

Buying forest machinery can be
a tricky investment balancing act

Providing solutions to enhance the performance of your 
Engineered Wood Products.
LVL, plywood and CLT are an essential component of the modern construction 
industry, Lonza offer a range of solutions to protect engineered wood products. 

✓ Veneer pre-treatments
✓ Glue line additives
✓ Finished product protection

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©2017 Lonza

Looking to enhance your 
engineered wood products? 

Contact Lonza. 

    +61 3 9339 8915      
    tanalised.au@lonza.com  

NEW ZEALAND   
    +64 9 276 3646      +64 6 755 9324      

    scott.connor@lonza.com      tanalised.nz@lonza.com  

    AUSTRALIA      NEW PLYMOUTH

FRAME 2018 ENGINEERED WOOD

From P 13

Beam me up… 
typical Hyne 
glulam beam to 
be used in the 
proposed GLT 
project at the 
Maryborough � re 
station.

http://www.frameaustralia.com
http://www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/
mailto:tanalised.au@lonza.com
mailto:tanalised.nz@lonza.com
mailto:scott.connor@lonza.com
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CONNECTION to nature is 
essential to wellbeing, yet 
past design practices in 
urbanisation have led more 
to a detachment from the 
natural world.

Practices though are 
rapidly changing, as building 
designers embrace the 
principles of biophilic design 
– including incorporating 
natural elements into indoor 
environments that assist 
in dramatically improving 
the health, wellbeing and 
productivity of building 
occupants.

New research by FWPA 
and research agency Pollinate 
into biophilic design, launched 
at the 2018 Green Cities 
Conference in Melbourne 
in March, has revealed 
that buildings designed on 
biophilic principles, including 
natural-looking wooden 
surfaces in the workplace, 
are strongly associated 
with increased employee 
well-being and satisfaction. 
In turn, they enhance 
engagement, creativity, 
innovation, retention and 
wellness – all of which 
leads to improvements in 
productivity and personal and 
business success.

This was the focus of the 
Victorian WoodSolutions 
seminar ‘Biophilic Design: 
Bring Nature to Work’ held 
on April 10 at the magni� cent 
Library at the Dock. With its 
beautiful timber structure 
and � t-out, it was the perfect 
venue from a seminar on 
natural wood environments.  
The topic is certainly one of 
great interest. More than 

130 building professionals 
attended, inspired by an 
expert program of speakers.

Following a welcome 
from Dr Alastair Woodard, 
Victorian WoodSolutions 
program manager, Associate 
Professor Jacki Schirmer of 
the University of Canberra 
introduced the audience to 
the origins and concepts of 
biophilic design through her 
presentation ‘The Energising 
Power of Nature’.

Her message was that 
good biophilic building 
design needed a full toolbox 
including natural light, nature 
views, plants, nature images, 
water features – and now, as 
the new R&D work clearly 
shows, the inclusion of more 
wood-based products.

Joining Jacki for a tag-
team discussion of the 
recent FWPA biophilic design 
research, was Howard 

Parry-Husbands, the CEO of 
Pollinate, a research agency 
specialising in sustainability 
and social responsibility.

Jacki supported, from 
an academic perspective, 
Howard’s very engaging 

summary of the research 
� ndings of a detailed 
survey of more than 1000 
indoor Australian workers 
which demonstrates very 
convincingly that: “Wood and 
biophilic design both have 
a clear positive relationship 
on employee wellbeing”; 
“workplaces with higher 
proportions of wood surfaces 
on average have higher 
levels of worker wellbeing 
and productivity”; and that 
“those workers in workplaces 
that use more wood report 
higher levels of con� dence 

SEMINAR VICTORIAN WOODSOLUTIONS

PRACTICES
CHANGING AS
DESIGNERS
EMBRACE
BIOPHILIC 
DESIGN

Howard 
Parry-Husbands… 
sustainability 
and social 
responsibility.

ewp.asn.au

inbox@ewp.asn.au(07) 3250 3700 
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Building professionals inspired by expert speakers

Connecting wood to nature at
Melbourne ‘biophilic’ seminar
ALASTAIR WOODARD

Cont P 16
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and optimism related to their 
work”.

Examining the topic 
from an architectural 
design perspective, leading 
Australian architect Caroline 
Pidcock provided a highly 
visual presentation on what 
true biophilic architectural 
design is and what it is not, 
and what it could be in the 
future, using the 14 Patterns 
of Biophilic Design by Terrapin 
and the implementation 
of the biophilic design 
approaches expressed under 
the International Living Future 
Institute’s Living Building 
Challenge.

After a brief networking 
afternoon tea, the 
audience was treated to an 
exceptionally inspirational 
presentation from Kerry Clare 
from Clare Design. In her 
introduction she said she was 
not a theoretician of biophilic 
design, but she had been 

practically integrating the 
concepts into her designs for 
the last 30 years.

Kerry then presented a 
wide range of magni� cent 
wood-based building case 
studies including an in-depth 
discussion of the beautiful 
Library at the Dock for which 
she was the architect.

The � nals speaker Jessica 
Bennett from Aurecon 
discussed the take-up of 
biophilic design principles in 

the current green rating tools 
particularly the international 
WELL Building Standard, 
which is enjoying increased 
interest with Australian 
designers.

The � nal session was a 
moderated panel discussion 
involving all speakers which 
generated a wide range 
of excellent and insightful 
questions from the audience 
on this highly current topic. 
Feedback from seminar 

attendees through their 
formal feedback sheets 
showed they had been very 
appreciative of the highly 
informative and broad range 
of perspectives provided. 

Further information on 
FWPA and Pollinates Biophilic 
Design can be found at

www.woodsolutions.com.
au/blog/new-research-shows-
bene� ts-bringing-nature-work  
including a pdf summary 
of the research entitled 
Workplaces, Wellness & 
Wood.

For further information 
on the seminar contact 
Dr Alastair Woodard at 
woodard@woodsolutions.
com.au

SEMINAR VICTORIAN WOODSOLUTIONS

GREEN BUILD
TOOLS ENJOY
WIDE INTEREST
AMONG
DESIGNERS

From P 15
Inspiring… 
speakers at 
the Victorian 
WoodSolutions 
seminar, from 
left, Howard 
Parry-Husbands, 
Pollinate, Kerry 
Clare, Clare 
Design, Jacki 
Schirmer, 
University of 
Canberra, Jessica 
Bennett from 
Aurecon, Caroline 
Pidcock, Pidcock 
Design, and Dr 
Alastair Woodard, 
WoodSolutions.

Find the soluti on that best suits your tree improvement program’s 
needs. We provide a variety of geneti c improvement services: 
DNA extracti ons; genotyping; sequencing; marker discovery; 

bioinformati cs; associati on analyses; genomic selecti on; pedigree 
reconstructi on; DNA fi ngerprinti ng and esti mati ng inbreeding rates. 

Maximise producti vity.
Breed with certainty. 

The technology is here.
Talk to our expert team about how to turbocharge 

your tree improvement program.

Contact Us: 
sales@gondwanagenomics.com.au  |  +61 (0)2 6109 6111 

gondwanagenomics.com.au

Native forest workshop at Monto
A FOUR-DAY native forest 
management workshop 
series sponsored by DAF 
through the Native Forest 
Extension Program starts at 
Mick Delroy's Coominglah 
property at Monto in 
Queensland’s Burnett region 
on May 23 and 24.

The workshop series 
is delivered in 2 x 2 day 
sessions. The second two 
days will be organised to suit 
the majority of attendees. 
Ideally, 6-8 hours a day will 
allow for landholder travel, 
one to two weeks between 
each session.

Bronwyn Lloyd of PFSQ 
says there are government 
funds of nearly $4000 
per landholder to perform 
thinning work on their 
property after completion of 
the workshop

“Some landholders have 
already received their 
incentive funds, and now it 
might be your turn,” she said.

“There is only a limited 
number of grants available, so 
sign up for the workshop and 
then register for the grant.”

Contact PFSQ on (07) 5483 
6535 or email pfsq@bigpond.
com

http://www.woodsolutions.com
mailto:sales@gondwanagenomics.com.au
mailto:woodard@woodsolutions.com.au
mailto:pfsq@bigpond.com
http://www.gondwanagenomics.com.au
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THE Coalition government 
has delivered certainty to 
the two million people living 
in the Murray-Darling Basin 
after the Senate voted to 
deliver the Murray-Darling 
Basin Plan.

The vote to uphold the 
Sustainable Diversion Limit 
adjustment mechanism 
succeeded when the 
opposition joined with the 
government to defeat the 
attempt to crush the plan.

The Minister for Agriculture 
and Water Resources David 
Littleproud said this meant 
Basin communities needed 
to give up 605 gigalitres less 
water, while still delivering 
bene� ts to the environment. 

The water is crucial to the 
unique environment and is 
essential for the Ramsar 
wetland areas, river red 
gums and for communities 
all along the Murray-Darling 
that rely on a healthy river.

“This agreement will give 
the two million Australians 
living in Basin communities 
certainty,” Mr Littleproud 
said.

“People up and down the 
Basin are so tired after six 
years of these water wars. 
I hope this certainty brings 
them some relief,” he said.

“Work will soon begin 
on recovering an additional 

450 GL for the environment 
through projects that ensure 
neutral or improved socio-
economic outcomes.

"The agreement with Labor 
will also deliver the Northern 
Basin Review, which means 
farmers in the northern basin 
will return 70GL less water 
to the river. The NBR had 
previously been disallowed 
in the Senate when Labor 
voted with the Greens.

“The SDL adjustment 
mechanism is a vital 
component of the basin plan 
that was agreed by all basin 
governments and the Federal 
Parliament in 2012.

“We're delivering 
sensible and balanced 
water reform that boosts 
agricultural production, 
strengthens communities 
in our food producing 
regions, and delivers positive 
environmental outcomes.”

Mr Littleproud thanked 
Labor's Tony Burke for 
negotiating with him in good 
faith.

“Lasting results in politics 
are rarely achieved by going 
to war,” he said.

THE ENVIRONMENT MURRAY-DARLING BASIN

David Littleproud… sensible and 
balanced water reform.

End of water wars as
Murray-Darling Basin
Plan gets a green light

Pioneers’ 
Luncheon
At historic PINEAPPLE HOTEL, 
706 Main Street, Kangaroo Point, 

Brisbane.

Meals, drinks from hotel’s servery at your 
cost and selection. No other charges.

Big raffl e to aid special childen’s charity.

RSVP by May 28, 2018

Don Towerton 0428 745 455
don@thoratimbers.com.au

•
Jim Bowden 0401 312 087
cancon@bigpond.net.au

INVITATION … DON’T MISS

‘Pioneers at the Piney’ 
Timber industry’s annual

Friday, June 1 2018 
12 noon

Join many timber and forestry 
friends to recognise and 

salute our industry’s pioneers 
(and sons and daughters 

of the pioneers)..

Guest speaker 
JIM BOWDEN: 
“Pioneering in the Media”, 
recollections of a life in 
print communication.

•

•

DELIVERING
SENSIBLE,
BALANCED
WATER
REFORM

mailto:don@thoratimbers.com.au
mailto:cancon@bigpond.net.au
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Queensland doing business: timely
and nationally-important conference

30 September  – 03 October 2018 | Wairakei Resort  | Taupo  | NEW ZEALAND

CLICK HERETo Register Or contact Julie Bell at admin@dana.co.nz

30 September  – 03 October 2018 | Wairakei Resort | Taupo  | NEW ZEALAND

CLICK HERETo Register Or contact Julie Bell at admin@dana.co.nz

International Forest
Industry Advisors

Does the New Zealand Industry Have to be World 
Class to Compete in the World?

Presentations on forests, pruned logs, sawmills, wood panels,  
housing, geothermal energy, ports, & more

Other Major Export Industry panel: kiwifruit, wine & avocado

Field Trip site visits, including sawmill, wood pellet mill,  
geothermal power station, post & pole yard, a brand new hi-tech  
innovation site — plus 1–2 more sites (in progress)

Pre-Conference: Fishing Trip, Dinner Cruise on Lake Taupo

2018 DANA  
NZ Forest / Wood Products

Conference
& Field Trip

Responsible Wood is again promoting a nation-wide photo contest, aimed at further raising awareness of the importance 
of sustainable forest management and certifi cation. The contest theme – ‘experience forests, experience PEFC’ – enables 
participants to submit photos that fi t this theme. This could embrace many topics, from forest landscapes to individual 
trees and plants, from harvesters to families hiking in the woods, from indigenous people to rural village life, 
from wooden buildings to photos of PEFC/Responsible Wood-labelled products.

The winning Australian entry in the PEFC contest will receive a $500 gift voucher. 
The competition runs from Earth Day (April 22) to World Environment Day 
(June 5) and closes on June 5.

Responsible Wood opens the contest this 
month. Entries can submi� ed electronically 
or by postal mail. All photos will remain with 
Responsible Wood for future use and 
promotion of Australian forest management. 

Entries (any number) can be uploaded to 
Instagram #RW2018PhotoContest 
or emailed to PEFC Photo Contest at 
sdorries@responsiblewood.org.au 
or post to Responsible Wood, 
PO Box 786, New Farm, Qld 4005. 
Tel: (07) 3359 1758.

Snap to it. Photo contest will be forest experience.

mailto:admin@dana.co.nz
mailto:sdorries@responsiblewood.org.au
www.danaevents.co.nz/2018taupo/
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TREES are the largest 
organisms that have ever 
lived, with some giant 
specimens 10 times heavier 
than a full-grown blue whale.

Trees have dominated 
the land for more than 300 
million years, far longer than 
the dinosaurs or mammals. 
They are far more diverse 
than animals, with many 
thousands of species living in 
a wide range of habitats.

Trees are also the longest 
living organisms on the 
planet. Many live hundreds 
of years and some thousands 
of years. For example, the 
bristlecone pine, growing on 
the cold, dry mountains from 
the Mexican border north to 
Colorado in the US, can live 
more than 4500 years. The 
world’s longest lived trees 
include Victoria’s mountain 
ash and Tasmania’s ancient 
huon pine and messmate.

In the big tree stakes, the 
New Zealand’s kauri has to be 
included. Mature kauris are 
huge trees, some 3000 years 
old. They are giants with tall 
cylindrical trucks topped by 
enormous spreading heads. 
The kauri’s exceptional height 
and girth, together with its 
long, minimally tapering trunk 

combine to yield the greatest 

trunk volume of any tree. Yet 

they cannot claim to be the 

tallest, broadest or longest 
living tree in the world.

According to Fred 
Hageneder’s 2005 book The 
Living Wisdom of Trees, the 
entire spectrum of human 
existence is re�ected in tree 
lore through the ages – from 
birth, death and rebirth to the 
age-old struggle between 
good and evil, and the 
quest for beauty, truth and 
enlightenment.

Hageneneder writes: 
“Whatever our personal 
beliefs regarding nature, 
spirits, and the question of 

whether God exists inside 
creation or only outside 
it (or at all), one thing is 
certain: the ability to extend 
compassion to other life 
forms, to feel gratitude and 
give thanks for sharing in the 
miracle of life, to respect, 
if not to love, all fellow 
inhabitants of this planet, 
makes us better human 
beings and helps us to 
triumph over ignorance and 
greed. The living wisdom of 
trees shows us that life is 
worth so much”.

Hageneder suggests 
that the living wisdom of 
trees tells us that we are all 
travelling together through 
the cycle of life.

Try it, there’s something 
special about standing next 
to a really big tree. Knowing 
that it is hundreds of years 
old, that it has been storing 
sugar and carbon in its trunk 
and pumping out oxygen for 
centuries, somehow puts 
you and human life into 
perspective. Kind of makes 
you feel a bit puny and 
insigni�cant.

Read more tree stories in 
John Halkett’s blog Talking 
Trees at: www.talkingtrees.
com.au

THE WORLD OF TREES LIVING WISDOM

Housing trends: is construction
cycle about to reach its peak?

Timber & Forestry enews is the most authoritative and quickest deliverer of news and special features to the forest and forest 
products industries in Australia, New Zealand and internationally. Enews is delivered weekly, every Thursday, 48 weeks of the 
year. Advertising rates are competitive with any industry magazine. Timber&Forestry e-news hits your target market – every 
week, every Thursday!

The information contained in this publication has been obtained from sources assumed to be reliable. However, the publishers  disclaim all warranties as 
to the accuracy, completeness, reliability or adequacy of the information displayed. Opinions expressed in Timber & Forestry e news are not necessarily 
the opinions of the publisher or staff. We do not accept responsibility for any damage resulting from inaccuracies in editorial or advertising.  
The publishers are  therefore indemni�ed against all actions, suits, claims or damages resulting from content in this enews.

HEAD OFFICE 
Timber & Forestry enews
PO Box 69, Potts Point, NSW 1335, 
Australia
Phone   |   +61 (0) 417 421 187

PUBLISHERS 
John Halkett   |   +61 (0) 417 421 187 
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com
Dennis Neilson   |   +64 (0)7 349 2764 
dennisn@timberandforestryenews.com

MANAGING EDITOR
Jim Bowden   |   +61 (0) 401 312 087 

ADVERTISING
John Halkett   |   +61 (0) 417 421 187 
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com 
Jim Bowden   |   +61 (0) 401 312 087 
cancon@bigpond.net au

With JOHN HALKETT

TALKING TREES

As largest organisms alive, trees have
been around for over 300 million years

Bristlecone pines 
at Mount Evans, 
Colorado, USA… 
a life of more 
than 4500 years.
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TALKING TREES SUPERTREES OF SINGAPORE

DISPLAY AD RATES
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