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THERE’S more good news 
for sellers of decorative 
timbers with new world-
�rst research funded by 
Forest and Wood Products 
Australia proving that wood 
in the workplace is strongly 
associated with increased 
worker satisfaction and 
wellbeing.

Based on a survey of 1000 
indoor Australian workers, the 
research has the potential to 
substantially boost demand 
for timber in of�ce �t-outs.

It also provides fresh 
evidence to underpin the 
business case for biophilia – 
the principle that exposure 
to nature increases human 
wellbeing.

The study found the more 
natural looking wooden 
surfaces workers could 
see from their workstation, 
the higher their workplace 
satisfaction and wellbeing.

FWPA managing director 
Ric Sinclair said the research 
proved the business case 
for including wood and other 
natural elements in the 
workplace was strong.

“FWPA invested in this 
research on behalf of our 
members to provide hard 
data supporting the use 
of wood, not just in terms 
of attractiveness and 
environmental bene�ts, but 
in terms of business,” Mr 
Sinclair said.

“In all organisations, 
people are the greatest 
asset – and using more wood 
is a relatively easy way to 
increase their wellbeing and 
workplace satisfaction.”

The research was unveiled 
in front of an audience of 
environmentally-minded 
architects and speci�ers at 
the Green Cities conference 

in Melbourne on March 14 
and was reported by the 
Australian Financial Review.

The research was 
conducted by strategic 
market research �rm Pollinate 
with further analysis by 
Associate Professor Jacki 
Schirmer of the University of 
Canberra.

More than 80% of 
workers (82%) exposed 
to eight or more wooden 

surfaces in their workplace 
reported being ‘satis�ed or 
very satis�ed’ with work, 
compared to over two-thirds 
(69%) exposed to �ve to 
seven wooden surfaces and 
half (53%) with no wooden 
surfaces.

Employees working in 
of�ces with natural wooden 
surfaces on average also 
reported higher personal 
productivity, mood, 
concentration, clarity, 
con�dence and optimism.

The effect on wellbeing 
was greatest when wood 
was used in combination with 
other natural elements such 
as plants, water features and 
natural light.

Dr Schirmer said the results 
held true even after rigorous 
analysis that controlled for 
factors known to impact on 
the wellbeing of workers 
such as age, income, gender 
and workplace culture.

“These results are 
exciting, for the �rst time 
providing solid evidence to 
support the use of wood as 
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Jacki Schirmer… 
solid evidence to 
support the use 
of wood as part 
of bringing nature 
into the work 
space.

Research presented to architects at Green Cities conference

Good news wood survey: bringing
comfort and health into workplace
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part of bringing nature into 
workplaces,” she said.

“We are always looking 
for ways to improve health 
and wellbeing, and this 
research points to ways we 
can achieve that in the places 
many people spend a lot of 
their time – the workplace.

“The work has implications 
for businesses, because a 
large body of research has 
shown that workers who 
are more satis�ed with 
their work and have higher 
wellbeing have better work 
productivity, and reduced 
rates of absenteeism – which 
means improving worker 
wellbeing has real bene�ts 
for businesses.”

However, the study paints 
a bleak picture of workers’ 
current access to nature 
at work with less than half 
(47%) enjoying access to 
natural light, only two in 
�ve (38%) being able to see 
indoor plants, a quarter (26%) 
unable to see any natural 
looking wooden surfaces and 
almost half (46%) spending 
less than an hour outdoors on 
work days.

Dr Schirmer said: “We 
know it’s good for us 
to spend time outdoors 
interacting with nature, but 
with people spending so 
much time indoors, there’s 
increasing recognition of the 
potential bene�ts of bringing 
nature into the workplace and 
the home.

“The academic world 
is becoming increasingly 
switched on to biophilia 
as an area warranting real 
research and attention, and 
some engineering degrees 
are starting to include it as a 
subject,” Jacki Schirmer said.

“Importantly, wood is a 
particularly useful tool for 
bringing nature into the 
workplace in situations where 
it is not feasible to retro-
�t other changes, such as 
increased natural light.”

Ric Sinclair added: 
“Individual businesses, and 
the Australian economy as 
a whole, can bene�t from 
increases in access to 
wood inside the workplace 
– a move that would also 
drive demand for timber, 
in particular the decorative 
market.”

Full report at www.
woodsolutions.com.au/wood-
at-work

An industry-led program  
managed by ForestWorks

Skills Verification 
Program

FOLS

fols.forestworks.com.au 

1800 177 001

✔	Evidence of employees’  
 current skills and training
✔ Supports WHS  
 risk management
✔ Supports professionalism  
 and safety of industry

Discount  
available  
for AFCA  
Members!

20%
Off

*Australian Forest Contractors  
Association (AFCA)

* 

www.fols.forestworks.com.au

1/   Switched on to biophilia… BHP Billiton, Brisbane.   
Photo: Christopher Frederick Jones architects
2/   Ric Sinclair… business case for including wood and other natural 
elements in the workplace. 
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On the cover: Productive 
health… wood in the  
workplace at Novartis Australia 
headquarters, Macquarie Park, 
Sydney. (Photo by HDR/Rice 
Daubney architects). 

1

2

http://www.woodsolutions.com.au/wood-at-work
http://www.woodsolutions.com.au/wood-at-work
http://www.woodsolutions.com.au/wood-at-work
http://www.fols.forestworks.com.au


TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 503   |   March 22, 20184

AUSTRALIA’S forests will get 
more protection through the 
Coalition government’s � ve-
year strategy to stop exotic 
pests that could threaten our 
forests.

Minister for Agriculture 
and Water Resources David 
Littleproud announced 
$896,500 in seed funding 
for the National Forest 
Biosecurity Surveillance 
Strategy 2018–2023 on March 
21, the International Day of 
Forests.

“Top of our most wanted 
plant pest list is Xylella 
fastidiosa but we also have 
gypsy moth and pinewood 
wilt nematode in our 
crosshairs,” Mr Littleproud 
said.

“We are targeting exotic 

pests that have the potential 
to devastate natural and 
plantation forest ecosystems, 
putting at risk forests, 
wine and other horticulture 
industries and associated 

jobs,” he said.

“Australia’s forest industry 
employs around 67,000 
people and generated $23.7 
billion of income in 2015-16. 
Tens of thousands more are 
employed in horticulture.

“It’s so important we 
protect our forests and our 
horticulture industry from 
diseases and pests,”

Xylella fastidiosa is a 
bacterial plant pathogen 
that can even wipe out 
entire orchards in the citrus, 

grape and other horticultural 
industries.

The gypsy moth is a keen 
hitchhiker and has a high 
reproduction rate which 
is why it poses a high risk 
to Australia’s forests. The 
pinewood wilt nematode is a 
tiny worm and is responsible 
for losses of more than 2 
million cub m of wood per 
year in the US.

“This is an operation 
that must succeed – jobs, 
industries and trade all rely 
on this,” Mr Littleproud said. 
“These exotic pests have the 
potential to cause signi� cant 
environmental, economic and 
social harm. “

The new strategy will 
see an even closer working 
relationship with Plant Health 
Australia and the forestry 
industry to keep exotic pests 
out of Australia.”

The program will be 
overseen by a National Forest 
Biosecurity Surveillance 
Group, headed by a national 
forest biosecurity surveillance 
coordinator, who will 
work out of Bunbury, WA, 
liaising with industry, state 
governments and other forest 
industry stakeholders.

(To view the National Forest 
Biosecurity Surveillance 
Strategy 2018-23, visit 
planthealthaustralia.com.au)

TABMA Training (previously FITEC - RTO 5343) o� ers a 
full range of nationally recognised forest and timber industry 

quali� cations ranging from forest operations, sawmilling, 
frame and truss design and manufacture, 

to timber merchandising, and business sales.
PLUS our dynamic short courses are designed to achieve 

bottom line results for your business!
Short courses include forkli�  training, chainsaw training, 

how to deal with customers in person and on the telephone, 
performance management, timber knowledge, 

timber take o� s, and visual stress grading. 
� ese short courses can be 
conducted at your premises 

(5+) or in a group at our facilities. 
Contact us now for further 

information.
1300 693 483

www.tabmatraining.edu.au

TABMA Training ...
providing innovative training solutions

NEWS FOREST PEST SURVEILLANCE

On the most wanted list… gypsy moth is among a number of exotic 
pests threatening the forest industry.

THIS IS AN
OPERATION
THAT MUST
SUCCEED

Keeping exotic forest pests at bay
Government announces $896,500 protection strategy

NZ primary sector exports at $42bn
EXPORT returns from forests, 
farms, orchards and � shing in 
New Zealand are tipped to hit 
a record $42.2 billion by the 
end of June.

The Ministry for Primary 
Industries said this 
represented a 10.8% annual 
increase in revenue, the 

largest since 2014 when dairy 
prices were at their height.

Every sector is predicted 
to show a hike in export 
receipts, says the latest 
Situation and Outlook for 
Primary Industries report. 
Forestry is third on the list 
with $6 billion.

http://www.tabmatraining.edu.au
http://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au
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Ph: +64 9 416 8294
Fax: +64 9 416 8296
Email: sales@holtec.org
Web: www.holtec.org

APRIL
18-20: Timber Queensland’s 
2nd Biennial State 
Conference – Royal 
International Convention 
Centre, Brisbane. 
‘Doing Timber Business 
in Queensland: Room 
to Grow‘. Visit www.
doingtimberbusinessinqld.com

JUNE
18-19: FRAME 2018 
conference and exhibition – 
Park Hyatt Melbourne. Focus 
on timber offsite construction, 
expanding local and global 
markets for timber buildings 
and the digital future ahead 
in design, manufacture and 
construction of timber frame 
multi-residential and mass 
timber commercial buildings. 
Contact Kevin Ezard, 
conference director, Frame 
Australia. Mob: 0419 538 638. 
Email: kevin@frameaustralia.
com Visit www.frameaustralia.
com 

20:  AFPA Parliamentary 
Friends of Forestry and 
Forest Industries Dinner 
– Mural Hall, Parliament 
House, Canberra. 6 pm. 
Contact: (02) 6285 3833.

20-21: FIEA Wood�ow 2018 
– Melbourne, Australia. 
26-27: FIEA Wood�ow 2018 
– Rotorua, NZ.  
The objective, with 30-40% 
of delivered log costs being 

contributed by transport, is to 
improve efficiencies through 
the wood supply chain. It 
builds on the success of the 
HarvestTECH 2017 event. 
Unique opportunity to learn 
about innovations being 
developed and employed 
to assist in harvest and 
transport planning, logistics 
and operations. Visit www.
woodflow.events

JULY
4-7: AWISA 2018 – ICC 
Sydney Exhibition Centre, 
Darling Harbour Sydney. 
Australia’s largest ever 
exhibition of woodworking 
technology and design at 
Sydney’s exciting new multi-
level venue. Machinery, 
tooling, software, materials, 
fittings and services for the 
wood and panel processing 
industries. Visit www.awisa.
com

12-14: Inaugural 
International Furniture Show 
Australia – International 
Convention Centre, 
Sydney. Presentations 
by Australian retailers and 
wholesalers and opportunity 
to deal directly with global 
furniture manufacturers from 
countries such as China, 
India, Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Philippines and 
Pakistan. Excellent platform 
for Australian manufacturers 
to reach out to buyers 

from within Australia and 
New Zealand. Contact 
Australasian Furnishing 
Association at compliance@
australianfurniture.org.au

AUGUST
8: FIEA Forest Industry 
Safety and Technology 2018 
– Rotorua, NZ. 
15: FIEA Forest Industry 
Safety and Technology 2018 
– Melbourne, Australia.  
Covering updates and 
developments in forest 
industry safety, as well as 
providing a space for sharing 
ideas on how people, culture, 
technologies and systems 
are used to improve the 
safety of workers. Visit www.
forestsafety.events

SEPTEMBER
2-5: IFA and AFG conference 
– University House, 
Australian National 
University. Titled ‘Forests 
for healthy cities, farms and 
people’. Title ‘Forests for 
healthy cities, farms and 
people’. It will be preceded 
by AFG’s pre-conference 
tour from Friday, August 31, 
to Sunday, September 2. 
Contact: (02) 6153 3044 or 
visit www.forestry.org.au

11-12: FIEA WoodTech 2018 
– Melbourne, Australia. 
18-19: FIEA Woodech 2018 
– Rotorua, NZ.  
Drymill scanning, wood 

machining, timber 
manufacturing. Includes 
timber scanning and 
optimisation, timber gluing 
and laminating, finger-
jointing, cross cutting, timber 
machining, kiln drying and 
timber finishing technologies. 
Visit  www.woodtech.events

OCTOBER
19: Victorian Association 
of Forest Industries annual 
dinner – RACV Club, 
Melbourne. Tickets available 
from VAFI in July. Contact 
VAFI on (03) 9611 9000 or 
info@vafi.org.au

19th Australian Timber 
Design Awards in Sydney. 
Full details to confirm. Entries 
open February 12 and close 
July 6. Judging period July 
16-20. People’s Choice voting 
July 23-August 17. Awards 
gala dinner mid-October. Visit 
www.timberawards.com.au

NOVEMBER
4-5: FIEA ForestTech 2018 
– Rotorua, NZ. 
20-21: FIEA ForestTech 2018 
– Melbourne, Australia.  
FIEA annual technology event 
for forest resource managers, 
remote sensing and GIS 
specialists and inventory 
foresters from throughout 
Australia and New Zealand. 
Visit www.foresttech.events

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AUSTRALASIA

TCA has a clear view to the future

mailto:sales@holtec.org
http://www.holtec.org
http://www.doingtimberbusinessinqld.com
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BOOK 
NOW!
18-20 April 2018
BRISBANE

Field Tours | Post Conference WHS Workshops 
Forestry & Architecture/Engineering Student Awards

www.doingtimberbusinessinqld.com 

GOLD SPONSOR

2nd Biennial State Conference

IFA funds forestry leader program

APRIL
10-12: Biomass and 
Bioenergy Conference 
– Sorocaba, Brazil. 
Leading biomass bioenergy 
professionals, researchers, 
research centers, companies 
and universities to discuss 
the use and application of 
biomass.  
See: www.bbcbrazil.com.br   
Tel: +55 15 3229-6167.

MAY
1-2: 5th annual RISI-
DANA International Forest 
Investment Conference 
– New York City. See: 
www.risi.com/invest 
Email: conferences@risi.
com Tel: + 866.271.8525, + 
32.2.536.0748

8-10: Fifth Session of the 
Intergovernmental Technical 
Working Group on Forest 
Genetic Resources – Italy, 
FAO HQ, Rome. Consider 
the situation and issues 
related to forest genetic 
resources, to advise and make 
recommendations, and to 
consider the progress made 
in implementing the work 
program. See: www.fao.org/
forestry/86904/en/  
Email: FO-ITWG-FGR@fao.org

21-25: International 
Conference on Ozone 
and Plant Ecosystems 
– Florence, Italy. This 
conference will allow all 

experts in the interactions 
between ozone and plant 
ecosystems to meet and 
discuss the state of the 
art and the strategies for 
continuous improvements. 
See: www.conference2018.
wixsite.com/ozoneandplants 
Email: ozoneandplants2018@
gmail.com

JUNE
3-9: 3rd DANA China wood 
industry tour – China. 
Manzhouli on Russia-China 
border, and Chongqing port 
and wood processing site 
visits, and to Chengdu Panda 
Breeding Centre. For further 
information, see: www.
danaevents.co.nz  
Email: admin@dana.co.nz,  
Tel: + 647 3492764  
Skype: admin.dana1

SEPTEMBER
17-21: RISI Tenth 
International Wood�bre 
Trade Conference – Durban, 
South Africa.  
See: www.events.risiinfo.
com/wood-fiber/  
Email: conferences@risi.
com, Tel: + 866.271.8525, + 
32.2.536.0748

25-26: FSC Asia Paci�c 
Business Forum 2018 
– Mumbai, India.  
Email: info@au.fsc.org

OCTOBER
18-20: Timber Legality 

Research Symposium – 
University of Copenhagen, 
Copenhagen, Denmark.  
To be held in association with 
the Forests & Livelihoods: 
Assessment, Research, and 
Engagement network.  
See: www.
globaltimbertrackingnetwork.
org/event/timber-legality-
research-symposium  
Email: cph@ifro.ku.dk

23-27: 4th International 
Congress on Planted 
Forests – Nanning, Guangxi, 
China. Congress aims to 
investigate the contribution 
of planted forests to green 
development in the context 
of global changes. Topics will 
include the sustainability of 
planted forests in the context 
of changing climates and the 
future role of planted forests 
in bio-resources sustainability, 
environmental protection and 
green development.  
See: www.efiatlantic.efi.int/
portal/events/ 
Email: christophe.orazio@efi.
int

NOVEMBER
5-10: 54th Session of the 
International Tropical Timber 
Council and Sessions of 
the Associated Committees 
– Yokohama, Kanagawa, 
Japan. ITTO Secretariat. See: 
www.itto.int/workshop_detail 
Email: itto@itto.int  
Tel: +81-45-223-1110

12-17: 2nd DANA 2-day 

Central America and 

Andes Forestry Sector 

Investment Conference – 
Cancun Mexico. With 2-day 
optional pre-conference field 
trip to teak and eucalyptus 
plantations; a large modern 
MDF mill in Villahermosa 
region; and a 2- day optional 
post-conference tour to Mayan 
archaeological and recreational 
sites. For further information: 
www.danaevents.co.nz 
Email: admin@dana.co.nz,  
Tel: + 647 3492764  
Skype: admin.dana1 
12-18: XI International 

Workshop on Uneven-aged 

Silviculture: Challenges 

for increasing adaptability 

– Valdivia, Chile. Uneven-
aged silviculture is attracting 
increased interest due to its 
positive effects upon carbon 
sequestration, biodiversity, 
landscapes, and in its ability to 
provide a range of goods and 
services from managed forest 
ecosystems. Do uneven-aged 
forests have better options 
for adaptation to these future 
changes?  
See: www.uas.uach.cl/2018  
Email: pdonoso@uach.cl

• Please send any events 

listings to johnh@

timberandforestryenews.

com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS GLOBAL
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SOUTH Australia’s forest 
industries should be 
optimistic following the 
election of a new state 
government over the 
weekend.

“The SA Liberal Party has 
committed key policies which 
will have a positive impact 
on our forest industries as 
they’re implemented,” AFPA 
CEO Ross Hampton said.

“The Liberals were ranked 
highly by AFPA SA before the 
election as likely to deliver 
positive policies for our forest 
industries,” Mr Hampton 
said.

“Most importantly, the 
SA Liberals have committed 
to work on measures to 
facilitate the expansion 
of the plantation estate 
and enhance growth in 
South Australian timber 
manufacturing.

Liberal leader Steven 

Marshall’s win ended 16 
years of Labor rule in the 
state. Defeated premier Jay 
Weatherill says he will resign 
as Labor leader and SA 
Best leader Nick Xenophon 
ruled out returning to federal 
politics after failing to win 
a seat in the House of 
Assembly.

A Marshall Liberal 
government will work to 
deliver a target of doubling 
the economic value of 
the domestic timber 

manufacturing sector by 
2050 by creating the right 
environment for businesses 
to thrive and support job 
creation.

“AFPA SA is delighted the 

Liberals have 
adopted our 
policy,” Mr 
Hampton said.

“The 
Liberals 
have also 
committed to 
working with 
industry to 
create a South 
Australian 
Forestry 

Council, which would meet 
regularly with the minister, 
thereby creating a direct link 
between government and 
industry, as well as working 
towards increasing the 
use of timber products in 

government procurement.

“The new government 
also has policies in energy, 
R&D, bush�re mitigation 
and skilled workers, which 
all have the potential to be 
bene�cial for our forest 
industries.

“AFPA SA will work with 
the new state government 
to ensure forest industries 
are listened to and that their 
needs are met.”

AFPA also congratulated 
independent Troy Bell who 
was elected in the forestry-
focused seat of Mount 
Gambier, as well as Liberal 
Nick McBride who has been 
elected in the neighbouring 
seat of MacKillop.

AFPA SA carried out an 
important role during the 
election campaign, making 
sure all candidates in key 
electorates as well as topline 
decision-makers were aware 
of what the forest industries 
need to thrive into the future.

“That advocacy will now 
move to the next phase, 
holding the government, 
independents and minor 
parties to account,” Mr 
Hampton said.

DIRECT LINK
BETWEEN
GOVERNMENT
AND INDUSTRY

Beautiful. Natural. 
Sustainable. Australian.

responsiblewood.org.au

You can be assured that wood carrying  
the Responsible Wood mark has come from  

certified Australian forests that are sustainably 
managed to the highest global standards.

NEWS SOUTH AUSTRALIA ELECTION

Troy Bell… independent 
elected to forest-focused 
seat of Mt Gambier. 

Nick McBride… Liberal 
elected to important seat 
of MacKillop. 

Hyne �rst glulam manufacturer
to meet new BIM speci�cations

Triumphant Liberals committed to
doubling SA timber value by 2050

Steven Marshall… target to 
double the economic value of the 
domestic timber manufacturing 
sector by 2050.

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au
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“AUSTRALIA has some of the 
most well-managed forests in 
the world, and we are proud 
of our sustainable industry 
and our beautiful national 
parks. We have the balance 
right.”

Commenting on the 
International Day of Forests 
on March 21 and the theme 
‘Forests and Sustainable 
Cities’, Assistant Minister for 
Agriculture and Water Senator 
Anne Ruston added: “As 
our cities continue to grow 
and develop it is important 
that we plan strategically to 
ensure our forestry industries 
are able to sustainably 
support this growth while 
forests play their natural 
role in storing carbon and 
providing habitats.”

Senator Ruston said 
architecture in Australia’s 
ever-growing cities was 
embracing the use of wood 

and plants to create living, 
breathing buildings which 
improved the quality of life for 
the community.

Supporting the forests and 
sustainable cities theme, FSC 
Australia today (Thursday) 
stages its public forum in 
Melbourne.

FSC Australia is adding to 
the celebration with a public 
forum today (March 22) at 
the Library at the Dock, 
Docklands, Melbourne.

FSC recently announced 
two major global initiatives 

that will shift the forestry 
industry towards 
sustainability, and contribute 
to protecting against climate 
change:

• The Vancouver 
Declaration, part of FSC’s 
wider ambition to help 
businesses meet the UN’s 
sustainable development 
goals. The commitment urges 
companies to pledge to work 
towards more sustainable 
sourcing of forest products, 
announced at the FSC 
general assembly in October 
last year.

• The Bonn Initiative, a 
commitment to establishing 
an evidence base proving the 
bene� ts of FSC certi� cation 
on climate change, 
announced at the UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP 23) 
in November.

FSC Australia has brought 
together key players in 
Australia’s sustainable 
forestry industry at the public 
forum, which will provide 
insights, updates and news 
relating to the forestry, retail, 
and sustainability sectors.

The � rst session covers 
topics on the state of 
forestry in Australia, forest 
certi� cation, stakeholder 
engagement and audit 
credibility. The second 

Providing solutions to enhance the performance of your 
Engineered Wood Products.
LVL, plywood and CLT are an essential component of the modern construction 
industry, Lonza offer a range of solutions to protect engineered wood products. 

✓ Veneer pre-treatments
✓ Glue line additives
✓ Finished product protection

www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac/glue-line-engineered-wood-family/

Tanalised is a registered trademark of Lonza or its subsidiaries. ©2017 Lonza

Looking to enhance your 
engineered wood products? 
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NEW ZEALAND   
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    scott.connor@lonza.com      tanalised.nz@lonza.com  

    AUSTRALIA      NEW PLYMOUTH

KEY PLAYERS
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MELBOURNE 
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FORUM

EVENTS INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FORESTS

Signi� cant day: forests forever
Sustainable cities theme of global UN celebration

Celebrating in the 
forest… Senator 
Anne Ruston.
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session focuses on 
environmental standards, 
sustainable business, market 
research trends and growing 
demand.

The forestry panel includes 
Kim Carstensen, director-
general, FSC International, 
Ric Sinclair, managing 
director, Forest and Wood 
Products Australia, Nick 
Capobianco, senior lead 
auditor, SCS Global Services, 
and Dr. Jacquline Schirmer, 
Associate Professor 
University of Canberra.

On the branding panel are 
Tim Cronin, senior manager, 
species conservation, WWF 
Australia, Rochelle Lake, head 
of B2B marketing, Asaleo 
Care, Manjula Murugesan, 
environment manager, 
TetraPak, and Howard Parry-
Husbands, CEO, Pollinate.

Meanwhile, in an 
International Forests Day 
message, national president 
of the Institute of Foresters 
of Australian Bob Gordon 
says trends in urban planning 

and architecture are bringing 
more and more trees into 
cities causing reduction in 
energy use by improving 
the local climate, storing 
atmospheric carbon, reducing 
�ne particulates in the air and 
reducing noise pollution.

“Members of the Institute 
of Foresters of Australia 

are intimately involved in 
advising local governments 
across the country on how to 
incorporate trees, particularly 
native species into urban 
environments,” Mr Gordon 
said.

“We also understand 
that sustainably-managed 
forests around urban areas 
can also bene�t biodiversity 
and habitat while providing 
the fuel and �bre needed in 
today’s society.

“It is often repeated that 

the 21st Century is the 
century of wood with its 
bene�ts as a construction 
material now being realised 
worldwide. IFA looks forward 
to a time when timber 
buildings dot our skyline with 
trees growing freely between 
them.”

Later this year, IFA and 
Australian Forest Growers will 
stage a combined conference 
in Canberra titled ‘forests 
for healthy cities, farms and 
people’.

Mr Gordon said this 
built on the UN theme for 
International Forests Day.

“From September 2 to 
5, international and local 
experts will speak about 
the increasing importance 
of urban forests in our 
growing cities, the continuing 
importance of trees on 
farms, and the links between 
healthy tree-scapes and 
healthy people,” Mr Gordon 
added.

URBAN
PLANNING
BRINGING 
MORE TREES 
INTO CITIES

ENGINEERED TIMBER

The united voice
for Australia's

forest industries

Bob Gordon… gearing for  
combined conference in Canberra.

Kim Carstensen… FCS International 
director-general on forum panel. 
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NZ forestry trade with China
has tripled over last 10 years
FORESTRY has been among 
the major drivers that has 
seen trade between New 
Zealand and China triple over 
the past decade.

New Zealand’s two-way 
trade with China increased 
more than three-fold in the 
past decade, according to 
Statistics NZ. It climbed from 
$8.6 billion in 2007 to $26.1 
billion in the December 2017 
calendar year.

China narrowly shifted 
above Australia as New 
Zealand’s largest trading 
partner for goods and 
services in the December 
2017 year.

October 2018 will mark the 

10-year anniversary of the 
New Zealand–China free trade 
agreement coming in to force.

New Zealand had a $3.6 
billion goods and services 
trade surplus with China for 
the December 2017 year. 
This means that New Zealand 
earned more from our goods 
and services exports to China 
than we spent on our imports 
from China.

While the main contributor 
to the trade surplus was the 
increase in exports of milk 
powder, butter, and cheese 
to China – which was up $1.4 
billion (52%) in 2017 to $4.1 
billion – forestry was also a 
major contributor.

mailto:enquiries@ausfpa.com.au
http://www.ausfpa.com.au
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BUSINESS is rapidly growing 
in Australia for Germany’s 
Hundegger, the innovative 
timber engineering 
equipment manufacturer 
that turns 40 this year and 
will be on display at the 
Timber Offsite Construction 
event in Melbourne in June.

“The outlook is bright 
with a surge in uptake of 
our new technologies on 
offer, including the emerging 
new world of robotics,” 
says Hundegger Australasia 
managing director Charlie 
Hutchings.

“For us, that’s at the 
forefront of our cutting 
technology, utilising robotics 
within a more traditional 
machine.

“We utilise our robotic unit 
to process very complex six- axis connections that were 

otherwise not possible in 
earlier machines.

Strongbuild in Sydney 
is among the customers 
Hundegger has supplied, 
using robot-based machines 
to process CLT and other 
products such as glulam.

“Looking at robotics in a 
broader sense, it is certainly 
an area we soon expect to 
see more uptake in for both 
materials-handling and even 
assembly applications,” Mr 
Hutchings said.

“Customers are looking to 
do things smarter and faster, 
and are keen to pick up 
ef� ciencies in their business 
processes.”

So far, timber frame and 
truss manufacturers have 

been the core clientele for 
Hundegger Australasia. But 
now the company reports 
an uptake of larger and 
more complex machines 
into glulam and engineered 
wood markets, as well as 
a rapid expansion into CLT 
processing – very much its 
� eld of expertise.

“CLT is on a growth path 
and we will certainly see 
more movement in the next 
few years,” Mr Hutchings 
said.

“To have XLam 
manufacturing CLT locally is 
an excellent sign and should 
give others con� dence to 
follow suit. Worldwide it is 
estimated CLT output will 
more than double capacity 
by 2020.”

Aside from new 
processing equipment, a 
big shift for Hundegger now 
is the move into being a 
solution-based business.

“We are no longer just 

TIMBER ENGINEERING FRAME AUSTRALIA

ewp.asn.au
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AND FASTER

Hundegger: exciting new world
of robotics on show at FRAME

Cont P 11

Surge in uptake of new technologies… Hundegger manufacturing equipment processes timber components 
for prefabrication.

mailto:inbox@ewp.asn.au
http://www.ewp.asn.au
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supplying cutting equipment, 
we are now providing full 
materials handling with 
sophisticated software 
control for entire production 
lines,” Mr Hutchings said. 
“This is certainly an exciting 
shift for us to be making and 
a logical one given the space 
we occupy in the market.”

Mr Hutchings said 

Hundegger was also excited 
to see what innovative 
use of the local hardwood 
resource takes place, with 
rumours of hardwood-based 
CLT. “There is no reason 
why hardwood can’t be used 
with our equipment. We are 
certainly over-engineered for 
the application it currently 
serves, being predominantly 
softwood,” he said.

“Hardwood really just 
means it’s a matter of 
selecting the right tooling 
and adjusting the feed and 
spindle speeds to process 
the product effectively.” 

An upcoming boon 

for customers will be 
Hundegger’s plan to install 
a demonstration machine at 

its Rowville headquarters in 
Melbourne’s east, along with 
an in-house training facility.

“We see the need for 
more formalised training 
in our industry and have 
the ability to offer that to 
our customers without 
interrupting their production 
- somewhere they can send 
their people,” Mr Hutchings 
said.

The Frame 2018 event – 
Timber Offsite Construction 
– will be held on Monday 
and Tuesday June 18 and 19 
at Park Hyatt Melbourne.’

Visit www.frameaustralia.
com

COMMENT RESOURCE
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Charlie Hutchings… robotic  
units process very complex 
six-axis connections that were 
otherwise not possible in earlier 
machines.

HARDWOOD
JUST A MATTER
OF SELECTING
RIGHT TOOLING

Conference discusses seismic shi� in mass timber technology
THE world continues to 
urbanise and cities are 
building up, not out. And 
as those taller buildings 
rise, designers are looking 
at wood again rather than 
automatically choosing 

concrete and steel.

City planners, architects, 
builders, and forestry 
experts can credit climate 
change, carbon footprint 
considerations, and a host of 
new mass timber products 

for rearranging the deck 
chairs in the construction 
world.

As the International Mass 
Timber Conference rolled 
into the Portland Convention 
Centre this week for its 

third annual event, the 
ambitious agenda examines 
the new face of mass 
timber construction covering 
safety and durability, new 
manufacturing technologies, 
and design aspects.

http://www.frameaustralia.com
http://www.atif.asn.au
http://www.atif.asn.au
http://www.atif.asn.au
http://www.atif.asn.au
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FOREST MACHINERY ACQUISITIONS

Forest auditors stars of TV and U-Tube productions

Quadco and Southstar ‘head’ up
Komatsu’s world expansion plan

Professional Tools
Australia-wide delivery!

Huge range of tree
planting, pruning &

measuring equipment

Over 1800 products

www.forestrytools.com.au

Tel:  02 9417 7751
Fax: 02 9417 7426
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Forestry Pro
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RECOGNISING the 
critical importance 
of tree harvesting 
ef� ciency and cost 
effectiveness, together 
with advances in 
technology, Komatsu 
Ltd has acquired 
Quadco and Southstar 
forestry attachment 
equipment from 
Quebec-based 
Canadian company 
Prenbec Equipment 
Inc.

The acquisition was 
made through a wholly-
owned subsidiary of 
Komatsu in the US.

The acquisition is a further 
vindication of the expansion 
of harvesting innovation 
and application, plus the 
prominence of Komatsu 
Forests in the tree harvesting 
business.

It is apparent that the global 
market for forestry machines, 
including forestry attachments 
is continuing to grow. It is 
anticipated that there will 
be particular growth in the 
North American market, but 
also elsewhere, including 
Australasia.

By adding the Quadco 
felling heads and Southstar 
large harvester heads to 
the existing Log Max and 
Komatsu small and medium-
sized harvester head lines, 
Komatsu is clearly an industry 

leader in 
forestry 
attachments.

The acquisition will allow 
Komatsu to offer a full range 
of forestry attachments.

Quadco and Southstar 
will continue to operate as 
independent companies 

within the Komatsu 
group and will 
maintain their existing 
sales networks. 
However, in order to 
offer improved value to 
customers, a forestry 
attachment division 
within Komatsu Forest 
will be formed, which 
will manage the 
Quadco, Southstar, 
and Log Max brands.

Negotiations related 
to the Quadco and 
Southstar acquisition 
commenced in 2016 
when Komatsu 
decided to expand its 
forestry attachment 
business as part of a 
three-year mid-range 
management plan. A 
Komatsu statement 
says it sees the 
global market for 
forestry machines 

and attachments “…
continuing to grow at a rapid 
rate”, particularly in North 
America where full tree 
length logging employing 
a felling head attached to a 
base machine and a skidder 
is an increasingly dominant 
harvesting method.

1/   Komatsu… global 
market for forestry 
machines and 
attachments growing at 
a rapid rate.
2/   Komatsu expands… 
Quadco felling head (left) 
and Southstar large 
harvester head.

1

2
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NEWS REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENTS

Financial health critical to survival
of the entire industry supply chain
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Peak industry groups slam NSW
government over attack on RFAs
TIMBER NSW and the 
Australian Forest Products 
Association has rejected 
unfounded attacks on 
the NSW regional forest 
agreements, which have over-
delivered on environmental 
objectives.

The RFAs provide a level 
of certainty to the state’s 
vital native timber industry 
that supports thousands 
of jobs across regional and 
metropolitan NSW.

The peak industry groups 
questioned NSW Labor’s 
criticism this week of RFAs 
when it was the NSW Labor 
Government that introduced, 
oversaw, and praised the RFA 
framework for more than a 
decade.

In 2005, for example, then-

Labor Environment Minister 
Bob Debus said in the 
NSW parliament of the RFA 
framework he established: “In 
striking an appropriate balance 
between social, economic, 

environmental and cultural 
values, the government's 
forestry assessments  
have set a national  
benchmark for the 
involvement of all 

stakeholders and  
community groups.

“They have resulted in a 
world-class conservation 
network that protects 
biodiversity, old-growth 
forests and wilderness.”

Timber NSW general 
manager Maree McCaskill 
said the signing of the state’s 
three RFAs between 1999 and 
2001 resulted in almost two 
million additional hectares of 
public forest transferred to 
national parks and reserves, 
and the regulation surrounding 
the production and harvesting 
of NSW timber was among 
the strictest in the world.

“RFAs are designed to 
balance environmental, 
social and industry needs for 
certainty,” Ms McCaskill said.

1/   NSW forests and RFAs… protecting biodiversity, 
old-grown forests and wilderness.  (NSW Forestry  
Corporation photo)
2/   Maree McCaskill… RFAs designed to balance 
environmental, social and industry needs. 

2
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COMMENT WOOD PROCESSING

Congratulations AKD on move to
Queensland: a welcome diversity

Responsible Wood is again promoting a nation-wide photo contest, aimed at further raising awareness of the importance 
of sustainable forest management and certifi cation. The contest theme – ‘experience forests, experience PEFC’ – enables 
participants to submit photos that fi t this theme. This could embrace many topics, from forest landscapes to individual 
trees and plants, from harvesters to families hiking in the woods, from indigenous people to rural village life, 
from wooden buildings to photos of PEFC/Responsible Wood-labelled products.

The winning Australian entry in the PEFC contest will receive a $500 gift voucher. 
The competition runs from Earth Day (April 22) to World Environment Day 
(June 5) and closes on June 5.

Responsible Wood opens the contest this 
month. Entries can submi� ed electronically 
or by postal mail. All photos will remain with 
Responsible Wood for future use and 
promotion of Australian forest management. 

Entries (any number) can be uploaded to 
Instagram #RW2018PhotoContest 
or emailed to PEFC Photo Contest at 
sdorries@responsiblewood.org.au 
or post to Responsible Wood, 
PO Box 786, New Farm, Qld 4005. 
Tel: (07) 3359 1758.

Snap to it. Photo contest will be forest experience.

THE publishers of Timber & 
Forestry enews congratulate 
Associated Kiln Driers 
Softwoods (AKD) on the 
acquisition of the Carter Holt 
Harvey Caboolture sawmill in 
Queensland.

Established in 1955, AKD’s 
integrated sawmilling and 
wood processing complex in 
Colac, Vic, has been at the 
cutting edge of softwood 
sawmilling and further wood 
processing for many years, 
and has been one of the 
stand-out performers in the 
domestic forest industry.

The company has a well-
recognised involvement 
on both domestic and 
international markets utilising 
the latest technologies to 
produce high quality, value-

added timber products.

The acquisition of the CHH 
Caboolture sawmill follows 
on from the purchase of 
the CHH Jubilee Highway 
sawmill at Mount Gambier, 
SA, and the woodchip 
operations at Portland, Vic, by 
OneFortyOne Plantations.

These acquisitions add 
to the retreat of CHH from 
Australia.

“I think this is no bad thing 
and ADK and OneFortyOne 
Plantations will undoubtedly 
improve the international 
competitiveness of the 
Australian softwood 
sawmilling sector that has 

slipped down the scale over 
the past two decades,” co-
publisher John Halkett said.

“The extension north 
into Queensland will be an 
interesting challenge for AKD 
processing a mix of southern 
pine species, and perhaps 
some hoop pine.

“This might be a welcome 
diversity from a steady diet 
of radiata pine at their Colic 
facility.”

AKD’s presence in the 
state will also be great news 
for Queensland’s building 
and construction industries 
that have had to endure 
substantial interstate and 
imported timber products 
supplies for years.

Timber & Forestry enews 
wishes AKD every success.

AKD Softwoods… 
winner of the 
inaugural AFPA 
Innovation in 
Business Award 
for dedication 
to continuous 
improvement and 
the use of cutting 
edge technology. 
AFPA chairman 
Greg McCormack 
(right) makes the 
presentation to 
CEO Shane Vicary 
in Canberra last 
year.

mailto:sdorries@responsiblewood.org.au
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NEWS RISI-DANA CONFERENCE

MORE than 200 delegates 
have registered for the 5th 
RISI-DANA forest investment 
conference in New York City 
on May 1 and 2.

“We have not exceeded 
130 delegates for any 
of the previous four 
conferences held in New 
York and London, but this 
year it looks like numbers 
will well exceed 200 with 
six weeks to go until the 
event, Rotorua-based DANA 

director Dennis Neilson said.

“It would be a pity if 
anyone in Australia and 
New Zealand missed out, 
so I suggest they consider 
registering now.” 

The strong interest in the 
New York conference results 
from two major factors:

• In 2017, RISI was 

acquired by the massive 
Euromoney organisation, 
which holds huge 
conferences on other 
related ‘natural resource’ 
industries such as coal 
and metals, and has its 
own suite of newsletters 
and magazines including 
Institutional Investor (www.
euromoneyplc.com/). 

Euromoney’s in�uence on 
the global interest in this 
year’s conference has been 
positive with delegates from 
more than 20 countries 
registered.

• This year RISI has been 
able to attract a super-strong 
line up of 25 international 
speakers and panelists, and 
the program covers forest 
investment opportunities 
in all �ve continents, 
presentations on the 
commercial aspects of this 
asset class, several on the 
roles that forestry plays in 
conservation, sustainability 
and impact investing; and 

INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
IN FIVE
CONTINENTS

RISI forest investment conference
heads for a ‘sell-out’ in New York
Delegates from 20 countries get a global update

Cont P 16

http://www.euromoneyplc.com/
http://www.euromoneyplc.com/
http://www.akd.com.au


TIMBER & FORESTRY E-NEWS   |   ISSUE 503   |   March 22, 201816

updates of global markets 
for logs, sawn timber and 
pulp and paper.

Neilson notes that 
there are a number 
of presentations and 
networking opportunities 
with several presenters 
directly related to Australia 
and New Zealand. These 
include:

• Dave Rumker, the MD 
and CIO of Campbell Global, 

which though OneFortyOne 
Plantations manages major 
forest and sawmilling 
investments in Australia, and 
soon to be in New Zealand.

• David Brand, CEO of 
New Forests, who will speak 
on forest investments in 
environmental markets – 
forests as a climate solution.

• NZ- based global China 
National Forestry Group log 
import coordinator Henry Lin 
who will discuss how China 
is going about securing its 

future wood supply.

• China-based Poyry 
principal Australian Andrew 
Crisp, talking about 
alternative investment 
possibilities for forestry in 
Asia.

“In another feature for 

the �rst time this year we 
are seeing non-forestry 
companies invest in trees 
to offset their wood usage,” 
Neilson observed.

Andriy Hrytsyuk, manager 
of IKEA Group Financial 
Asset Management, 
will share IKEA’s forest 
investment portfolio to date, 
and its strategy.

Email for conference 
registration information: 
conferences@risi.com 

• See notice, Page 17

NEWS RISI-DANA CONFERENCE

From P 15

HOW CHINA
IS SECURING
ITS FUTURE
WOOD SUPPLY

Dave Rumker David Brand Henry Lin Andriy Hrytsyuk Dennis Neilson 

Government intelligence report hits
at Chinese builders in New Zealand

Contact
John Halkett   |   +61 (0) 417 421 187 
johnh@timberandforestryenews.com 
Jim Bowden   |   +61 (0) 401 312 087 
cancon@bigpond.net au
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COMMENT FOREST AGREEMENTS

FIFTH ANNUAL

RISI FOREST INVESTMENT CONFERENCE
May 1-2, 2018 • Convene Conference Center, New York City, USA • www.risi.com/invest
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A SCHOOLS arts project in 
Victoria designed to connect 
students with forests and 
the animals that inhabit them 
has kicked off with a pledged 
$2000 from VicForests.

The ‘Alexandra’s Beasties’ is 
a youth-focused art-sculpture 
installation designed to 
engage primary school 
children at Alexandra, a town 
138 km from Melbourne in 
the foothills of the Great 
Dividing Range, close to Lake 
Eildon National Park.

“A core intention of the 
project is to re-connect the 
community with nature – and 
the creatures indigenous to 
our area, with a special focus 
on vulnerable animals and 
their habitats,” says Anna 
Baker, a member of the 
project group.

“The aims of the project 
are to provide innovative 
workshops, projects and 
events that leave participants 
more con�dent in their 
creativity; to maintain an 
agile structure that allows 
partnerships with schools, 
galleries, artists and a variety 
of organisations, in order to 
reach a wide-ranging and 
changing audience; and to 
raise awareness of venues, 

resources and institutions 
among local communities.”

The artwork is proposed for 
Bakers Lane, a thoroughfare 
that links the school with 
Alexandra’s high street. The 
project will continue for the 
rest of the year, culminating 
in an artwork installation 
along the fence line of the 
primary school.

The �rst phase of the 
project begins next week 
(Leadbeaters Possum 
Awareness Week) with 
in-class education and art 
presentations, and continues 
with Easter School the 
following week, with �eld 
trips and hands-on natural 
history research.

Anna said the 2009 
Black Saturday �res burned 
430,000 ha in the local 
district, resulting in signi�cant 
habitat loss for indigenous 
wildlife.

“The project will bring 
whole community awareness 
to the endangered species 
in our area, which include 
Leadbeater’s possum, barred 
galaxia, greater glider, spotted 
quoll, sooty owl and powerful 
owl,” she said

The Alexandra’s Beasties 
project is a partnership 

between Alexandra Primary 
School and More Murals, 
working closely with key 
stakeholders.

London-based artist-
educator Poppy Green, who 
presents art programs for the 
city’s inner-city schools and 
galleries, will be in Alexandra 
at the end of March and over 
the Easter holiday to deliver 
the Beasties project.

Poppy believes in the 
power of expression and 
creativity as a way of bringing 

people together, to learn 
and share skills, challenge 
preconceptions and boost 
con�dence.

“The entire Alexandra 
community (locals and 
visitors alike) will bene�t from 
the project’s development 
and installation, with the 
project speci�cally targeted at 
local primary school children 
aged 6-11 and young people 
from the community aged 
6-19,” Anna Baker said.

The project is arranged 
in three discrete parts: a 
series of educational and 
art workshops facilitated 
in class by an artist and 
environmental caretakers 
(VicForests and possibly 
Parks Victoria, DELWP and 
Landcare), with children’s 
drawings as an outcome on 
which to base the artwork 
design; installation of the 
artwork on the Bakers Lane 
wall; and social exploration of 
the stages of the project.

More Murals has delivered 
six grant projects in the past 
12 months in Alexandra.

Support and donations for 
this environmental project are 
invited. Contact Anna Baker 
on 0468 359 880.

INTENTION OF
THE PROJECT
IS TO CONNECT
COMMUNITY
WITH NATURE

ENVIRONMENT ALEXANDRA ARTS PROJECT
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AFTER listening to the 
Noojee community in the 
Gippsland region, VicForests 
has con�rmed it will 
implement a 100 metre wide 
buffer on a nearby timber 
harvesting coupe.

The buffer, an extension to 
the existing environmental 
buffers, was con�rmed 
at an open day hosted by 
VicForests at Noojee last 
Sunday.

VicForests assesses all 
timber harvesting coupes 
prior to harvest and had 
already put in place a 200 
m wide buffer to protect a 
stream within the coupe.

Regional manager West 
Gippsland Charles Stans�eld 
said that following concerns 
about the greater glider 
(Petauroides volans), 
VicForests had offered to 
take interested community 
members on a night time 
walk through the coupe to 
show how they assess for 
biodiversity.

“We have assessed the 
coupe for biodiversity and 
did not detect any high 
conservation values that 
indicate the presence of the 
greater glider,” Mr Stans�eld 
said.

“However, as this was 
a main concern during the 
open day, our biodiversity 
conservation and research 
manager invited some of the 
residents to join his team on 
a night-time spotlight survey 
of the coupe to show what 
elements we look for,” he 
said.

About 50 people, mainly 
locals, attended the open 
day with some interested 
parties dropping in from out 
of town to take part in the 
discussion.

 “We were able to explain 

our lengthy and detailed 
planning process and also 
hear about what is most 
important to the local 
community,” Mr Stans�eld 
said.

“There were varying 
opinions from the attendees, 
some divided on whether 
timber harvesting should  
be taking place in the area  
at all, but most of the  
feedback was constructive 
and VicForests has  
accepted community 
preference for extra buffering 
and to be involved in a 
biodiversity night walk to 

review biodiversity.

“The two-way feedback 
was very constructive in 
determining the harvest 
approach for our upcoming 
timber harvesting operations.

"We welcome the 
community to continue the 
discussion with VicForests 
and we will continue to 
provide regular updates 
regarding the planning, 
harvest and regrowing of  
the area.”

Operations are expected to 
commence in late April 2018.

ENVIRONMENT TIMBER HARVESTING

VicForests con�rms bu�er zones in
constructive approach to harvesting

Greater glider… night time walk.
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